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OXFORD 



TO 



THE RIGHT HONOURABLX 



THE EARL OF MOIRA. 



MY LORD. 

X H E pain of recording that spirit of faction^ 
that weakness, indecision, indolence, luxury, and corruption, 
which disgraced our public conduct during the course of 
the American war, is relieved by the contemplation of thosa 
talents and virtues that were eminently displayed on th<j 
side of Great Britain, in various important, though subor- 
dinate, stations. 

Although the issue of that war was unfortunate, our 
national character was not impaired, nor the contest, while 

»3 ^* 
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it was maintained, on the whole inglorious. Neither mar- 
tial ardour was wanting among our countrymen, nor mi- 
litary enterprifc, nor patriotic zeal. In that rank, and those 
circumstances of. life which are at once a temptation and an 
apology for dissipation and a love of pleasure, the military 
spirit of Britain shone forth with undiminished lustre; and 
the noblest families exhibited bright examples of true cou- 
rage^ exalted genius, and consummate wisdom. 

Whilst I indulge with exultation this general reflection, 
permit me to acknowledge that my attention is irresistibly 
drawn towards the Earl of Moira. Accept, then, my Lord, this 
humble effort to transmit to posterity the glorious actions 
of our countrymen, as a mark of personal refpect for your 
Lordfhip ; for that happy union of enthusiasm in the cause of 
Tirtue, of invention, intrepidity, and decision of character,. 
rrith cool reflection and patient perseverance, which dire(5lfi 
the public eye to your Lordship, as the hope and the pride 
«f your country. 

That your Lordfliip may long live still to sustain in 

a frivolous age, the dignity of true nobility, the virtue of 

I chivalry 
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chivalry without its spirit of romance, is the ardent wish 

afid hope o£. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obedient, 
Denbam, Buch, And most humblc Servant. 

Jan. 1, 1794. 

C. STEDMAN. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



SO natural is the love of liberty, and fuch the averfion of mankind Introduaion. 
to reftraint, that it feems to be in the very nature of colonies, and 
all fubordinate governnjents, to feize every favourable opportunity of 
afferting their independence ; and the external afpedt of nature, varie- 
gated and broken by mountains, favannahs, rivers, lakes, and feas, 
confpires with that noble paffion to check the progrefs of empire, 
and to maintain an interefting diverfity among tribes and nations. 

But when the Britifh colonies, now the Thirteen United States 
of North America, took up arms, and declared themfelves free 
and independent, they were not encouraged by any conjunfturc 
that could juftify that meafure in point of policy, or by any cir- 
cumftances that could yield any reafonable hope of fuccefs in the 
arduous ftruggle that was to enfue. On the contrary, if we take a 

Vol, I. B view 
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IntroduaioD. view of the ftrength and refources of Great Britain at the com- 
mencement of hoftilities, and contraft thefe with the weaknefs and 
almoft total inability of the revolting colonies, we fhall have reafon 
to conclude that the termination of the war in favour of the latter, 
with their final feparation from the Britifh empire, was one of thofe 
extraordinary and unexpeded events, which in the courfe of hu- 
man affairs rarely occur, and which bid defiance to all human 
forefight and calculation, A people, not exceeding two millions of 
fouls, widely fcattered over half the weftern hemifphere, in the 
peaceable occupations of fifhing, agriculture, and commerce ; di- 
vided into many diftind governments j differing from each other in 
manners, religion, and interefts, nor entirely united in political 
fentiments ; this people, with very little money, proverbially called 
(he finews of war; was yet enabled to effeft a finalfeparation from 
Great Britain, proud from fuccefsful and glorious war, flourilhing 
in arts and arms beyond the example of any former period ; ca- 
pable of raifing an annual revenue of fixteen millions of pounds ; 
and, on the whole, the moft formidable nation in the world : And 
all thift, although the continent of North America, deeply indented 
and penetrated by navigable rivers and lakes, prefented a fit theatre 
for the difplay of naval power, in which chiefly the ftrength of 
Great Britain confifted. It is the objeQ; of the prefent Work to 
defcribe with fidelity the war that involved this great event — ^a won- 
der to the prefent, and an example to all future ages. But I fhall 
firft run over the tr^ of circumftances by which that war was pro- 
duced. 

The colonies of New Hampfhire, Maffachufet*s Bay, Rhode 
Ifland, Connedticut, New York, Penfylvania, the three lower 
counties on the Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, and Georgia, the hiftory of whofc revolt it is 
prq>ofed to relate, are fituated on the caftern coaft* of North Ame- 
JL rica» 
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rica, where they a*e'waftied by the Atlantic Ocean, ranging from Iptroduaioo , 
north to fouth, in the order in which they have been enumerated. 
On the weft they are feparated from the immenfe regions, not fully 
explored, of Canada and Louifiana, by the Apalachian or Allegany 
mountains. The countries fituated to the weft of that magnificent 
barrier, and at a vaft though unknown diftance from the Pacific 
Ocean, are watered by mediterranean feas, called the Lakes of 
Canada, which not only communicate with each other, but fend 
forth feveral great riTcrs, among which the Mifliffippi, and the 
St. Laurence, by the weight of their waters and the length of their 
courfe, are particularly diftinguiflied. 

The Mifliffippi, running in a winding courfe near five thoufand 
miles from north to fouth, and receiving in its progrefs the Illinois^ 
the Miafures, the Ohio, and other tributary rivers, fcarcely inferior 
to the Rhine or the Danube, difcharges itfelf in the Gulf of Mexico, 
The St. Laurence, on the contrary, ftretching in a north-eaft.erly 
direSion from the Lakes of Canada, falls into the ocean near New-* 
foundland. Ail thefe, v/ith the Hudfon, Delaware, Sufquehannah, 
Chefapeak, Potowmack, and other noble rivers on the eaftern fide of 
North America, being navigable^ for the moft part, to their very 
heads, encourage and ftimulate commerce in times of peace ; but, in 
thofe of war, expofe the colonies to the attacks of a fuperior naval 
force, as already mentioned. 

The North American provinces lie between the thirtieth and 
fiftieth degrees of northern latitude, having about twelve hun- 
dred miles of fea-coaft. As fuch a fituation would denote a great 
degree of temperature, . it is neceflary to obferve, that within thofe 
bounds they experience much viciffitude of weather, and higher 
degrees of heat and cold than are to be found in European climates 
limilarly fituated. 

The northern, commonly called the New England provinces, 
comprehending .New Hampfhire,- Maflachufet's Bay, Rhode Ifland, 

* B 2 and 
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intToduAioB. and Conncaicut, are the leaft fertile in point of foil ; but their land 
produces excellent timber, and their feaa abound with fiih. The 
inhabitants here, as elfewhere, led by the hand of nature, employ 
themfelves in thofe occupations which are fuitable to the produc- 
tions of their climate. Fifliing is the bufinefs of fome, fliip-build- 
ing of others ; and the bulk of the people are more or Icfs engaged 
in trade or navigation. 

The foil of the New England province of Connecticut being 
richer than that of the others, its inhabitants arc occupied in agri-* 
culture and raifing of cattle ; of which, and alfo of grain, confider- 
able quantities are annually exported. 

The produdions of the colonies of New York, New Jerfey, 
Penfylvania, and the three lower counties on the Delaware, ufually 
Called the Middle Colonies, refemble thofe of Cohaedicut; and 
their inhabitants are engage^ in fimilar occupations. ' Their moft 
common articles of exportation are wheat and fiour, with furs from 
New York. 

As you proceed from Penfylvania to the fouthward, the heat of 
fummer becomes exceiiive ; and the African alone can endure the 
labour of working in the fields. Hence it is, that in the fouthem 
colonies the number of white inhabitants bears only a fmall propor- 
tion to that of the negroes ; whereas in the middle polonies very 
few, and in the northern fcarcely any, Africans are to be found. 

The provinces to the fouthward of Penfylvania have been 
ufually called the Southern Colonies. In thofe, almofl all the 
white inhabitants are proprietors of lands, which they keep in their 
own pofTeffion, and cultivate by means of flaves. Thefe land-- 
owners, or planters, as they have been called^ lead eafy and luxu- 
rious lives, are fond of amufements of all forts, and to labour and 
fatigue utter ftrangers. The bufmcfs of their plantations, and the 
management of the African cultivators^ are committed to the care 

of 
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otperktis called Overfeetfifj a fow pf middk men between proprie^* I ntrodnaioiu 
tors of lands and the flaves who cultivate them. In the foutherii 
provinces are raifed the raoft valuable articles of commerce exported 
^om North America : Tobacco in Virginia, Maryland, and a great 
part of North Carolina ; and rice and indigo in SQUth Carolioa imd 
Georgia. 

The philofopher, in travelling through thofe regions, which were 
all originally peopled from Great Britain, the middle colonies ex- 
cepted, will find amufement in contemplating the tStiSt which i$ 
produced upon the human frame and conftitution . by the influence 
jof climate, of foil, and of the courfe of employment in which the 
inhabitants are engaged. 

In the provinces of New England, where nature has been lefe 
bountiful in the productions of the earth, he will find a race of men^ 
heakhy, ftrong, and vigorous; keen, penetrating, adive, and enter-, 
prifing, with a degree of dexterity and management in all the comi- 
mon afiairs of life, which approacheys to cunning and artifice, and 
fuch as the habits and purfuits, not of a liberal and enlarged, but of 
n detailed and minute trade, are accuftomed to form. 

In ^e middle colonies, he will fee farmers robuft, frugal, perfer 
vering, and induftrious ; plain and honeft in their dealings, but of 
rude and unpliant manners ; with little penetration and lefs know- 
ledge. 

And, in moft of the fouthem colonies, he will meet with a people of 
pallid complexion and fwarthy hue, of form rather tall and flender, 
unfit and unaccuftomed to labour, with an averfion to bufinefs, and 
B fondnefs for pleafure and diiEpation ; luxurious, ihewy, and ex- 
penfive ; yet fenfible, fhrewd, and intelligent ; of open and friendly 
difpofitions, and in their houfcs hofpitable even to extremity. But 
this rauft be underftood only of the fea-coaft and interior parts of 
the fouthem colonies. For the fiontiers of thefe, caching far to 

the 
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introduAion. jj^g weftward, extending over various ridges of high mountains, 
and bordering upon the Indian country, are inhabited by a people 
unacquainted with luxury and refinement, aftive and vigorous, 
with minds fierce and intractable, and, in habits, bearing fome re- 
femblance to their favage neighbours. 

The inhabitants of Maryland, Virginia, and South Carolina, 
more than any others of the colonifts, imitated, in drefs, equipage, 
furniture, and modes and habits of life, the manners and cuftomft 
of the people of England; and thefe circumftances will account for 
the vaft fums due from thence to Britain. 

The bulk of the natives of North Carolina are hardy and robuft. 
Their chief employment confifts in hunting and rearing cattle ; and 
their principal amufement in fliooting, for wagers, with rifles at a 
mark. 

The natives of Georgia, from the influence of climate, were a 
poor, emaciated, debilitated, indolent, and death-like people ; and 
like the inhabitants of South Carolina, ignorant, idle, and in- 
active. 

But thefe are not the only diflferences that merit attention. There 
are others which are to be afcribed, not to climate, foil, or employ- 
ment, but to the principles and tenets, whether civil or religious, of 
the primary fettlers, which, being handed down from father to fon, 
may maintain their influence for many ages. 

The colony of Virginia, which is the moft ancient, was efta- 
bliflied in the early part of the peaceable reign of James the Firft, 
about the beginning of the feventeenth century. And, as the colo- 
nifts by whom it was fettled removed from their native country, not 
from any caufe of uneafinefs or diflatisfadtion with government, but 
urged merely by the fpirit of adventure, propagated at that period from 
Portugal and Spain into other parts of Europe, it may reafonably be 
fuppofed that they carried with them the prevailing notions and 
a opinions 
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opinions of the times, which were peculiarly favourable to mo- introduaion, 
narchy and high church government. So inveterate were thofc 
principles amongft this people, that Virginia was the laft of all the 
Britifli dominions that yielded to the fuccefsful arms of Cromwell, 
and the firft, too, that renounced obedience to his ufurped authority 
by proclaiming the reftoration of King Charles the Second. And fo 
uniform were the inhabitants in religious matters, that, until the 
middle of the prefent century, not a fmgle place of worfliip either 
for Roman Catholics or Proteftant Diflenters was any-where to 
be found within the colony. 

The northern colonies were planted about the end of thd fame 
reign, but not till England began to be torn with internal feuds and 
difTenfions. Thofe who planned and carried into execution the fet- 
tlement of Maflachufet's Bay, which was the firft of the New Eng- 
land colonies, were men who had either fuffered, or expeded to fufFer, 
perfecution during the intolerant adminiftration of archbifhop Laud; 
puritans in religion, republicans in their notions of government, and 
of the fame party and principles with thofe who afterwards overturned 
the government of England in both church and ftate, and brought 
their fovereign to the block. To thefe fettlers a charter was granted, 
empowering them to chufe whatever form of government fhould be 
moft agreeable to themfelves, with only one refervation, that their 
laws Ihould not be repugnant to thofe of Great Britain. What mo- 
tive could induce the king to grant a charter with powers fo extra- 
ordinary and extenfive to a people fo little favoured in that reign as 
the Puritans, it is not now eafy to difcover; unlefs it was meant as an 
enticement to encourage the emigration of thofe reftlefs fpirits whofe 
refraftory conduft, machinations, and plots, had begun to give fo 
much difturbance to government. But, whatever was the motivct 
the meafure produced a greater efFe<3: than had been forefeen. Such 
aumbers in a (hort time withdrew to New Eiiglatid, that government, 

in 
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Introduftlon. jj^ ^\^q following rclgn, was obliged to interpofe, by forbidding all 
perfons to emigrate, except fuch as were fpecially licenfed. 

The fettlements at MafTachufet's Bay, reinforced by fuch numbers 
from England, foon began to flourilh. But fcarcely had the new 
inhabitants taken entire poffeflion of the country which they were to 
occupy, when they fell into internal diflenfions. The majority of 
the colony being Puritans, the prefbyterian mode of worfhip was 
declared to be the eftablifhed religion, to which all were required to 
conform. Having juft efcaped from perfecution themfelves, they, 
in their turn, became intolerant. A ftri£t compliance with religious 
ordinances was rigoroufly exaded ; and the perfecution that follow- 
ed, at length became fo intolerable as to produce firelh emigrations 
from this infantine fettlement. One clafs withdrew to New Hamp- 
fhire, another to Rhode Ifland, and a third to Connefticut, where 
they formed eftablifliments, and laid the foundations of their refpec- 
tive governments. 

The traft of country which contains the provinces of New York, 
New Jerfey, with the three lower counties on the Delaware, was 
anciently called the New Netherlands ; for the original fettlers were 
Dutch and Swedes, in whofe pofleffion it remained until it was con- 
quered by the Englifh in the reign of king Charles the Second, to 
whom the fovereignty of it was finally ceded, and confirmed by the 
treaty of Breda in 1667. A grant of a great part of this tradl of 
country, with full powers of fovereignty, was made by Charles to 
his brother James duke of York, who afterwards fold that diftridl 
fince called New Jerfey, to lord Berkely and fir George Carteret, 
referving to himfelf only the province of New York; which province, 
on the acceifion of that prince, reverted of courfe to the crown. 

The remaining part of this ceded territory was granted by Charles 
the Second, towards the end of his reign, to William Penn, the cele- 
brated Quaker, who gave it the name of Penfylvania. By Penn it 

was 
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was originally planted with a colony, confifting of perforis of his Introduaion. 
own religion, who fled from England to avoid the perfecutions to 
which they, though a quiet and inofFenfive people, in common with 
T)ther fedaries, were fubjeded. For his new fettlement he com- 
pofed a code of laws, of fo equitable and liberal a fpirit, and in all 
refpeds fo well adapted to the fituation of the colonifts, that his . 
name has defervedly been tranfmitted to pofterity with thofe of the 
moft eminent legiflators ; and, under the influence of his wife in- 
fl:itutions, the colony profpered greatly, and foon became one of 
the moft flourifhing of the Britifh fettlements. 

The counties of Newcaftle, Kent, and SuflTex, ufually called the 
three lower counties on the Delaware, forming a feparate eftablifh- 
ment, and eleding an aflfembly for themfelves, are attached to the 
government of Penfylvania, by having the fame governor. 

Adjoining to Penfylvania, on the fouth, is the province of Mary- 
land; which, like its neighbouring ftate, though at a different pe-, 
riod, took its rife from religious perfecution. 

In the reign of Charles the Firft, when, in confeque»ce of repeated 
addreffes from both houfes of parliament, the king was obliged to 
enforce againft the Roman Catholics the execution of thofe penal 
and fanguinary laws, which a more enlightened and liberal age has 
thought fit to repeal, Charles lord Baltimore, a Roman Catholic, 
and a favourite at court, obtained a grant of that part of Virginia 
which has fince been called Maryland, as a place of refuge for him- 
felf, and his perfecuted brethren of the Roman religion. And, t« 
the everlafting difgrace of that narrow-minded and intolerant age, 
it is recorded, that when he embarked for his new fettlement^ he was 
accompanied by no fewer than two hundred popifh families, and 
many of thefe of diftindion, who chofe to encounter the dangers of 
the fea, the fury of favages, and all the multiplied inconveniences, 
evils, and hardfliips of a new, unexplored, and unfheltered country. 

Vol. I. G rather 
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introduaion. father that! longer remain cxpofed to the cruel oppreffion of their 
unrelenting perfecutors. And in this manner was Maryland fettled 
about the year 1635. 

The firft fettlements in the provinces of North and South Caro*- 
lina, driginally comprifed in the fame grant, under the general name 
of Carolina, were begun a few years after the reftoration of king 
Charles the Second. A grant of them was made to feveral noble- 
men and perfons of rank, who employed the celebrated Mn Locke 
to form a fyftem of government and code of laws for their new co- 
lony. But, however wife in theory thofe inftitutions might have 
been, it is neverthelefs certain, that the fettlement did not thrive un- 
der them, although fupported by the wealth and influence of its 
rich and powerful proprietors : Nor did it even begin to profper un- 
til government,, many years afterwards, refumed the grants, took 
the colony under its own immediate protedion, lard afide the infti- 
tutions of Mr. Locke, and gave the inhabitants a conftitution fimi- 
lar to that of Viriginia ; and from that period its advances in im- 
provement were as rapid as they had been before flow and unpro- 
raifmg. So complicated are human aflfairs, and fo intricate the chain 
that unites the caufe with the eflfed, that it is very unfafe, in the 
formation o£ politital fyftems, to go far beyond the line of expe- 
rience. The more exalted and refined our ideas of liberty and go- 
vernment, the wider they are apt to lead us aftray j if, in oppofition 
to fads and circumftances, we obflinately perfcvere in endeavouring 
to reduce them to pradice. 
17%- At the end of the war with France, which concluded in 1 763, 
there was, and there had been for near a century paft, a fmall 
* revenue GoUeded in the American eolonies, which was fubjed to 
the izfifpofition of parliament.. This revenue arofe from duties im- 
|K)fed by two ads of parliament, one in the 25th year of the reign 
of Idng Charles the Second, and the other in the fixth year of the 
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reign of king George the Second ; in the firft inftance on goods ex- 
ported from, and in the fecond, on goods imported into, the co- 
lonies. 

By the aft of navigation, certain enumerated goods, viz. fugar, 
tobacco, cotton wool, indigo, ginger, fuftic, and other dying wood^ 
the produce of the plantations, were reftrained from being carried 
from thence to any other place than to fome of the other Britifli 
plantations, or to Great Britain ; and by the 25 Car. IL duties were 
impbfed upon thefe articles when carried to any other place than 
Great Britain, and confequently upon fuch of them as were ex- 
ported to any of the other colonies ; and thefe duties were to be 
paid before the goods were laden on board any fliip for exporta- 
tion. 

At the time when this ad pafled, only one of thefe articles was 
produced on the continent of North America, which was tobacco ; 
and upon the exportation of it to any of the other colonies, this 
duty was regularly paid and colleded from that period down to the 
time of the feparation of the colonies from the mother-country; as 
was alfo the duty upon indigo, after it was introduced as an article 
of produce and exportation in the fouthern colonies. The other 
enumerated articles upon which the duties were laid, were all of 
the produce of the Weft India iflands ; and upon fuch of them as 
the inhabitants of the North American colonies imported into their 
own country, the duties were regularly paid in the Weft Indies, be- 
fore they were laden on board the veflels. 

The duties impofed by the 6 Geo. II. are thofe which have been 
already mentioned payable on the importation of foreign rum, fugar, 
and molaffes, into the colonies. To thofe the cdonies alfo fub- 
mitted, except fo far as they were eluded by clandeftine importa- 
tion. 

€ 2 But 
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groduaiofl. But this illicit importation, either from the remiffnefs of the cuf-. 
17^3' tom-houfe officers in the colonies, or their inability to prevent it, 
was carried on, in the courfe of time, to fuch an extent as not only 
to alarm the Weft India planters, by its tendency to leflen the de- 
mand for their produce, and to lower its price, but alfo to attra<a 
the attention of the Britifh miniftry, who, notwithftanding the ex- 
i tent to which this trade was carried on, found the revenue arifing 

from it very unproductive j and who were alfo given to underftand, 
that through ihfi fame channel fome of the manufadures of Europe, 
and many of the productions and manufactures of the Eaft Indies, 
were introduced into the colonies, in breach of the ad of naviga- 
tion, and to the manifeft injury of the trade of the mother- 
country. 

Smuggling was carried on, not only upon the American, but 

upon the Britilji and Irifh coafts alfo, to fuch an extent, that the 

parliament, in this year, thought fit to pafs a new aft for more ef- 

feftualjy fuppreffing it; and the Britifli miniftry, feconding the 

II views and intentions of the parliament, adopted a new plan for 

carrying the aft into execution, and for checking the evil which it 
lyas intended to remedy, by calling in the aid of the officers of the 
navy. For this purpofe a number of the fmaller fhips of war, with 
cutters and tenders, were put into commiffion, and ftationed in dif- 
ferent quarters of the coafts of Great Britain and Ireland ; and to 
, the officers who commanded them fimilar powers were delegated 
with thofe ufually granted to revenue officers, and they were alfo 
required to take an oath for the due performance of this part of 
their duty. 

This regulation having taken place in Great Britain, it was alfo 

thought expedient to extend it to NortK America and the Weft 

India iflands j for, as the minifter had it in contemplation to impofe 

further taxes in the colonies, it was undoubtedly a primary duty to 

I 4 endeavour 
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endeavour to make thofe taxes which had been already impofed Introduaion . 
more produdive. And if this regulation was found ufeful on the 1763- 
Britifh fhores, it was thought it would be ftill more ufeful on the 
American coaft, where opportunities for fmuggling were more 
abundant, by the numerous inlets with which that coaft abounds, 
fome of themiinfettled, and many others but thinly inhabited; and 
in confequence of the great extent of their ports, and of the very 
limited number of cuftom-houfe officers who were appointed to do 
duty in thofe ports. 

The new plan for enforcing the laws of trade produced no mur- 
muring or difquiet amongft the people of Great Britain. It was di- 
rected only againft the illicit trader, a charader as diftind from the 
Britifh merchant as darknefs is from light. 

But in the northern colonies of America, many of their princi- 
pal merchants were engaged in clandefline trade, and in thofe colo- 
nics it was no difparagement to be fo : On the contrary, when- 
ever a feizure was made, the difpleafure and refentment of the peo- 
ple were directed againft the officer who had done his duty, and not 
againft the party who had offended againft the law. And hence, ^ 
the cuftom-houfe officers, finding it impoffible to live happily with 
their neighbours, if they exerted themfelves vigoroufly in the dif- , 
charge of their duty, became remifs, and feldom made feizures, ex- 
cept in cafes of fuch palpable breaches of the law as came fo openly 
under their own obfervation that it was impoffible to overlook them. 

The reception which this regulation met with in America was fuch 
as might have been expefted, from a people habituated to thofe illicit 
practices in trade which it was intended to reprefs. In the northern 
colonies it produced univerfal alarm, difcontent, and diffatisfadtion. 
As the navy officers were not ftationary, nor their refidence on fhore, 
it was forefeen that they would not be influenced by motives of 
friendfhip, fellowfhip, or neighbourhood j neither could they be 

over- 



14 HISTORY OF THE • 

lutrodaaion. overawcd or intimidated from doing their duty. The merchants ift 
1763- thofe colonies could, therefore, no longer depend, or, to fpeak in 
mercantile language, t4iey could no longer value themfelves, as for- 
merly, upon the profits of their illicit traffic. But thefe caufes of 
difcontent, however aggravating and mortifying to themfelves, were 
not to be urged to the miniftry and parliament ; they were by no 
means calculated to procure that redrefs which they wifhed, becaufe, 
inftead of (hewing the impropriety, they juftified the expediency, of 
the meafure. Their oftenfible complaints were founded on different 
grounds ; they complained, that the fair and the clandeftine trader 
vs ere equally expofed to the operation of this indifcriminating regu- 
lation, inafmuch as the fhips and veffels of both were equally liable 
to be fearched, and confequently to detention upon their voyages : 
They alfo objeded, that the officers of the navy were, of all others, 
the moft improper to be appointed to fuch a fervice, fince, by the 
former courfe and habits of their life, they could not be fuppofed to 
be acquainted with the revenue laws, and were of themfelves prone 
enough to fall into irregularities, without being put into fuch a fta- 
tion of executive authority as to render thofe irregularities almoft 
unavoidable. 

It has been already obferved that this new regulation to prevent 
fmuggling extended not only to the colonies upon the continent of 
America, but to the Weft India iflands alfo; and there it produced 
an effeft which probably was not fbrefeen, otherwife fome means 
would have been devifed to prevent it. Between the Britifh iflands 
and the Spanifh fettlements in America a confiderable clandeftine 
trade had been carried on for many years, which was beneficial, not 
only to thofe iflands, but to Great Britain alfo ; becaufc, through 
this channel, Britifh manufactures were introduced into the Spanifh 
fettlements, and the returns were principally, though not entirely, 
in gold and filver; and if any inconvemences arofe from this com- 
merce, 
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merce, they were greatly overbalanced by the profits which were Introduaion , 
derived from it. But this trade, beneficial as it was, for want of 1763. 
proper inftruftions to the officers of the navy, fell a facrifice, for a 
time, to the new regulation. 

The enterprifmg fpirit of the Inhabitants of the northern colonies 
had, notwithftanding the remotenefs of their fituation, induced them 
to take a fhare in this lucrative tracle ; and when they found them- 
felves cut off from it by the new regulation, their chagrin, vexation, 
and difappointment rofe to a pitch fcarcely to be defcribed. Never- 
thelefs this incidental efFedk of the new regulation raifed up advocates 
for them in quarters where their complaints, heretofore^ had been 
very little attended to* 

The inhabitants of the middle colonies were not themfelves enr 
gaged in the Spanifli trade to any great extent; but had an intereft 
in the continuance of it *. The ftock of grain and other provifions, 
raifed in the northern colonies, was not fuflScient for the confumption 
of their inhabitants, and the deficiency was fupplied from fome of the 
fouthern and fome of the middle colonies. The rum and falted fifh 
of New England were received in exchange for thofe provifions, but 
' fome part of the price was always paid in fpecie ; and by means of 
this coafting trade carried on by the people of New England, the 
gold- and filver which they received in their traffic with the Spaniards, 
or at leaft part of it, was in time circulated through the other colo- 
nies. A very confiderable trade was carried oa from New York, 
Philadelphia, and Baltimore, to Lifbon, and the ports up the Straits^ 
in flour, wheat, &c. The returns were moftly made in fpecie, half- 
johannes's, the remainder in port wine j and it wa3 not until after 
the late peace that the court of Liibon forbad the Americans to cany 
away more than a certain fum in fpecie on board each velTel, the 
Kmainder of the barter to be in the produce of the country. But 

• Vide Chalmers's late publicauon. 
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liiirodiiaion. another very important branch of their illicit trade was carried on 
1763. through the Weft India iflands, who fmuggled from the Fr'ench and 
Spanilh iflands ; and then the Weft Indians bartered their fmuggled 
commodities with the Americans for provifions-; for South Carolina 
in particular fent great quantities of maize, or Indian corn, and live 
ftock, to the Britifh Weft Indies. The inhabitants, therefore, of the 
fdUthern as well as the middle colonies, faw with extreme con- 
cern one of the- channels through which they had been fupplied 
with gold and filver in danger of being fhut up, efpecially at a time 
when the fcarcity of fpecie was felt as a general evil throughout the 
Britifh part of the American - continent ; and they were the more 
ready to join in cenfuring the meafure by which this trade was likely 
to be fupprefled, as they thought it apparent that the continuance 
of the trade would not only be beneficial to the colonies^ but alfo 
- to the mother- country. 

And thus it happened, that this new regulation was the caufe of 
more or lefs uneafinefs throughout the Britifh colonies^ whether on 
the continent of America, or in the Weft Indies ; and certain it is, 
that it excited much more ill-humour amongft the people of the 
northern colonies than any other meafure of the Britifh miniftry or 
legiflature ever had produced. When their trade with the foreign 
iflands had been burthened by the impofition of duties, it is true, a 
ferment arofe ; but, after the firft ebullition of refentment had fub- 
fided, they confidered the operation of the a(3: of parliament as un- 
avoidable, and quietly fubmitted ; hoping, perhaps, to elude its cfFe(9; 
by clandeftine importation. But thefe hopes were now either cut 
off, or rendered precarious, by the new regulation; and as it operated 
by intervals, every feizure was a frefh caufe of difcontent, and not 
only kept alive, but added to the general mafs of ill-humour. Their 
newfpgipers were, for feveral fucceffive years, filled with complaints 
pf the detention and feizure of their veflTcls, and with abufive, con- 

tefllpttious, 
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temptuous, and provoking paragraphs againft the officers of the Introduaion. 
navy : And thefe vehicles of clamour being circulated through the 1763. 
continent, excited not only a fpirit of hatred and i*efentment againft 
thofe officers, but of oppofition to the ordinances of the mothers- 
country amongft the people of the colonies in general, which made 
a ftrong impreffion upon their minds, and prepared them for adopting 
more eafily thofe violent meafures which a few years afterwards 
ended in open revolt. 

The minifter, in purfuance of the plan which he had laid down ■7*4* 
for obliging the inhabitants of the colonies to bear a (hare in the 
expence which might be neceffary for their future protedion, in- 
troduced a bill into the houfe of commons for impofing duties on 
certain kinds of merchandize, when imported into the colonies, re- 
quiring the payment of thofe duties to be made in gold and filver, 
and cont4ning the ufual claufe in the revenue bills for ordering 
them, when colledled, to be paid into the exchequer, where diey 
were to be fet apart at a feparate fund, together with the future 
produce of all the former parliamentary duties and taxes which had 
been heretofore colleded in America; and this fund was to be ap-. 
plied, under the dilpofition of parliament, for defraying the future 
charges of prot^ding, defending, and fecuring the colonies* The 
bill having paiTed through both houfes, received the royal aifent on 
the 5th of April in this year. 

The minifter, by procuring the ad to be pafled, had a two-fold 
cbjed in view ; the firft, to regulate the commerce of the colonies } 
and the fecond, to raife a revenue. So far as duties were impbfed by 
it on the importation of foreign fugars, indigo and cofiee, Eaft India 
wrong htfilks and calicoes, foreign cambricks and French lawns, the 
intention feems to have been to difcourage the ufe and coofumption 
of thofe articles, and thereby to encourage and promote the wTe and 
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Introduafon. confumption of Britifh manufaaurcs, and of Britifli Weft India pro 
ij6^ ducc of the like kinds ; but if, notwithftanding the impofition of the 
duties, thofe articles of foreign manufadure and produce fhould ftill 
contimie to be imported into America, then the aft produced its fe- 
condary efied: of raifmg a revenue. The other duties impofcd by this 
aft; thofe, namely, on Madeira wine, on port and Spanifh wines, and 
on coffee and pimento of the growth of the BritifliWeft India iflands, 
were for the fole purpofe of railing a revenue; and in fixing the rates 
and proportions of thefe, the minifter feems to have been abundantly 
cautious of avoiding any juft imputation of dealing hardly by the 
colonies. On the contrary, it would appear that he wifhed to 
imprefs them moft ftrohgly with the idea, that although they were 
now to be called upon to bear fome part of the burthens of the 
ilate, ftill their proportion fhould be far, very far, below what was 
borne by the inhabitants of the mother-country. Th«i the duty 
impofed by this aft on Britifh coffee imported into the colonies 
was only feven fhillings per cwt. or three farthings per pound; 
whereas the people of Great Britain paid an inland excife duty of one 
ihilling and fix-pence upon every pound of coffee which they con* 
fumed, befides a farther duty payable at the cuftom-houfe on im- 
portation. 

In the fame fefEon of pariiament an a£t was pafled refpefling the 
paper currency of the colonies, the grounds and motives for the enact- 
ing of which it is neceflary here to expljun. During the late war> 
the colonial affemblies had been iathepradice of iffuing bills of 
credit to anfwer their prefent exigencies; and that thefe bills might 
more effeftually fupply the place of money, they were made a 
legal tender in the payment of all debts, as if they had b^ gold or 
filver, and were made redeemable after a certain time, either by the 
coUedSbn of taxes impofed by the affemblies for their redemption^ 

or 
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or by the money allotted to the refpeaive colonies, by the votes of Ifitroduaion . 
parliament, as a compenfation for their fervices. ITie emiffion of x764, 
fo much paper money, iffued perhaps in fome of the colonies with 
more profufion' than was abfolutely neceflary, produced one effefl: 
very injurious to the colonies, by raifing the courfe of exchange 
between them and the mother-country; fo that in fome of them bills 
of exchange on Great Britain could not be procured but at a lofs to 
the purchafer of between thirty and forty per cent. ; and as Britifh 
money, and indeed every kind of coin which was current in the 
colonies, pafled only at certain rates fixed by law, whatever the 
courfe of exchange might be; it happened, that when the courfe 
of exchange rofe above thofe rates, not only the Britifh money, 
but all the other current coin in the colonies, was either withheld by 
individuals from circulation, or remitted to the mother-country in 
lieu of bills of exchange ; and thus in the courfe of a few years the 
fcarcity of fpecie was felt as a general evil in all the colonies. This 
fcarcity of fpecie was alfo very injurious to the Britifh merchants ; 
becaufe it happened not unfrequently that the papqr bills of credit, 
which their agents in the colonies were obliged to receive inpay- 
ment of their debtJs, for want of another medium of commerce, were 
depreciated in value by the rife of exchange, even whilfi they jemaine4 
in their pofTeffion, and before they could lay them out in the pur- 
chafe of bills of exchange, or any other commodity which would 
ferve as a remittance to Great Britain. This evil was more or lefs 
ifelt in all the colonies, but more efpecially in Virginia, where, from 
the mifconduift of the treafurer, the bills of credit received .by him 
from^ the coUeftors of the taxes were lent out by him to individuals 
for his own benefit, and thrown back into circulation, inflead of 
being locked up and fecured until they were burnt .by order of the 
affembly. A reprefentation on this fubjedl had been made to the 

D 2 Britifh 
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Introduaion. Britifli mliufter by the merchants trading to Virginia, in which 
i764« the evils arifmg from a fuperabundance of paper money had beea 
more feverely feh than in any of the other colonies. But as the 
evil was more or lefs felt in all the colonies, it was neceilary that 
the remedy to be provided ihould be as-extenfive; and thus the aft 
of parliament above mentioned was pafled, wheteby the colonial 
aflfemblies were reftrained from making their bilb of credit a lawful 
tender in payment of money. 

The ad for impofmg duties an merchandize was only a part of 
the plan which the minifler had in contemplation. At the time when 
the refolutions upon which this a£k was founded were moved in the 
houfe of commons, he alfo moved another, of the following import : 
*• That towards further defraying the expences of proteding and 
" fecuringthe colonies^ it maybe proper to charge certain (lamp 
*^ duties in the colonies.'' But he did not think fit during this feffion 
to introduce any bill for carrying this laft refolution into effed; leav- 
ing it thus open, that if the inhabitants of the colonies fhould diflike 
fuch a mode of levying money upon them, they might have an 
opportunity of fuggefting fome other which would be more agree- 
able i and undoubtedly this manner of proceeding^ wa& not only a 
proof of the minifter's candour^ but of his inclination to accommo- 
date himfelf to the wifhea and defires of the colonies, as far as the 
neceffities of the ftate would permit* The refolution which was 
moved, was a notice to the colonial afiemblies that the Britifh 
treafury ftood in need of a fupply; and it alfo pointed out to themk 
the manner in which this fupply was propofed to be raifed ; but 
as the minifler declined bringing in a bill to carry the refolution 
into effed until the next feifion of parliament, it was an evidence 
that he did not chufe to take the colonies by furprife, or to levy 
money upon them in a mode to which they had aot yet 

been 
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been accuftomed, without giving them previous and timely no- introduafon ; 
tice. »764- 

But however tenderly the minifter had dealt with the colonies in 
the duties already impofed, and whatever appearance of accommo- 
dation he aflumed in the impofition of thofe which he difplayed in 
pafling the previous refolution concerning ftamp duties, without 
following it up the fame feffion of parliament with a bill he medi- 
tated; his general policy with refped to America, which in confequence 
of the regulation of laft year had produced fevcre ftridures in fome 
and given umbrage in all the colonies, was neverthelefs become the 
theme of general clamour. 

The inhabitants of New England, rendered uneafy by the regu- 
lation of the laft year, and ftill fmarting under its effeds, were not 
in a fit temper of mind to fubmit quietly to any further impofitions 
on their commerce ; and the lefd fo, becaufe they faw that in 
confequence of the vigilance and adivity of the officers of the 
navy in the exercife of their new authority, fuch impofitions 
would in future be more produdive, and lefs eafily evaded, than in 
times paft. They thought too, that they faw in the minifter's proceed- 
ings the appearance of a fettled plan gradually unfolding itfelf, but 
not yet fully difclofed, which in detail and in extent might even go 
beyond their prefent apprehenfions: And, inftead of waiting to com- 
bat particular parts of this plan, as they fhould appear, they boldly 
refolved to controvert at once the general principle upon which the 
whole was founded, by queftioning the right and authority of par- 
liament to levy duties or taxes upon the colonies in any form or 
fhape whatever; and by maintaining that the exercife of fuch an 
authority by parliament was an infradion, not only of the privileges 
of the colonifts as Britifh fubjeds, but of their rights as men. Such 
was the import of a refolution entered upon the journals of the lower 

houfe 
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Imroduftion. houfe of aflembly of Maffachufets Bay, in the fall of the year 1764, 
1764, and of a letter to Mr. Mauduit, their agent in England*; from 
which it appears that they founded their pretenfions of being 
free from taxation by the Britifti parliament upon the broadcft bafis 
that they could aflume — their rights as men ; a bafis which, if ad-- 
mitted as a ground of argument againft parliamentary authority, 
placed them at once not in the condition of colonies, or of fubordinate 
dominions, but of independent ftates, uncoftne^ed with the mother- 
country by political compadls, and owing her no other obligations 
than thofe which nature impofed. Hence alfo it is manifefl:, that 
the republican principles which diftinguifhed the earlieft fettlers of 
Maffachufets Bay were not forgotten, but were ftill recognized and 
ftill a£ted upon by their pofterity, after the lapfe of near a century 
and a half. 

By another refolution of the fame affembly, a new complaint was 
added to the lift of their other grievances, ** The late extenfion of 
** the powers of the court of admiralty," on pretence that the right 
of trial by jury was violated. - It is not certainly known upon 
what late proceeding of the mother-country this - complaint was 
grounded. If it was upon the regulation of the preceding year, it 
was altogether unfounded, for that regulation did not enlarge the 
powers of the admiralty courts, it only extended the power of feizing 
veffels for breaches of the laws of trade to a greater number of per- 
fons than thofe who poffeffed it before. It is true, that - in confe-^ 
quence of this regulation, a veffel feized upon the coaft of New 
England might be carried into one of the other colonies, and might 
there be tried; but this effect refulted not from the regulation, but 
from the general powers incident to courts of admiralty, and fo 
ancient as to be coeval with their original inftitution. Whatever is 

Report of the Committee of the Houfe of Lordsi ia 1774. 

I done 
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done upon iht fea is fubjed to their jurifdiftion, and they are not Iptro^juaion , 
confined in their cognizance to things which happen within any 1764- 
particular diftrid or portion of the fea, but their jurifdidion is as 
unlimited as the fea itfelf. 

But if the complaint was founded on the claufes in the ad of the 
laft feflicm of pariiament, dirediog the penalties thereby inflided on 
breaches of the laws of trade, to be recoverable in the courts of vice- 
admiralty in America, this was no new fubjed of complaint ; 
for fimilar claufes had been inferted in formet ads of parliament re- 
fpeding the trade of the colonic^, (osm of them made fo long ago 
as the reign of William the Third *• 

It appears, too, to have been the determination of the members 
who compofed this ailembly, that the other colonies fhould be invited 
to unite with that of Mafiachufets Bay, in a joiat oppofition to the 
exercife of the parliamentary authonty condemned by their above- 
mentioned refolutionf; but for the prefent they prudently delayed 
filch an invitation, until, by difleminating their republican notions 
of government,, and difperfing through the continent their political 
pamphlets on th$ jights of the colonies and the encroachments of 
the mother-country, they fhould in fome meafure prepare the minds 
pf the inhabitants of thie other colonies for acceding to fuch a pro- 
pofal ; and, in the mean time, in behalf of themfelves and their 
own cbnfUtuents^* they fefolved.to jfet fordi their complaints in a per 
tition to the king and parliament. 

It has been already noticed, that, in the lafl feffion of parliament, 
Mt ad waa^pj^ed for refbraining the paper currency of the colonies* 
This ad, too, had the nusfortune to ^ve o&nce ; and it was more 
bffenfive in tibe foutfaem than in the northern colonies: Neverthelefs 
its beneficial confequences were very foon experienced; for within 

• 7 and 8 W. 3, c. fta. 3 Geo. 2. c. 18. 6 Geo. 2. c. 13. 

t See the Report of the Committee of the Houfe of Lords, in 1774. 

two 
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introdttaiom jwo years after it had paffed, the courfe of exchange between Great 
17^^ Britain and the colonies, whkh had been fo injurious to the latter, 
was reduced to its proper level. 

What proportion of paper currency fliould be admitted in the ge- 
neral circulation of a country, to fupply the place of gold and filver, 
is a fubje(3: of fo complicated a nature, that the moft enlightened 
men have differed in their opinions about it, even in countries where 
experience could be brought in aid of their invefligations. It 
cannot therefore be a matter of great furprife, that the American 
politicians of the fouthera colonies * ihould have been miftaken in 
their opinions about the efied of this a£t« The want of a fufiicient 
quantity of fpecie to fulfil the purpofes of circulation was obvious to 
all ; and they thought that an a£t which had a tendency to hurt 
the credit of the medium which fupplied the place of gold and 
filver, muft neceflarily be injurious. They looked upon themfelvea 
as the moft competent judges of their own neceffities, and confidered 
the interference of the Britifh parliament, in pafling this ad, as aa 
unneceiTary and wanton exertion of power, the ultimate utility of 
which they more than doubted, whilft they depccpated its prefent 
elFeds as ruindus and deftrudive. 

The fouthem provinces, being but very little engaged in trade^ 
would not, perhaps, have thought themfelvea fo much affeded by 
the ad of the laft feffion of parliament for impofing duties, had it 
not been for the claufe which required the payment of thofe duties 
to be made in fpecie, and this money to be psud into the exchequer 
in England, before it was to be applied towards the expence of pro- 
tecting and defending the colonies ; and even with this claufe, had 
not the ad been alfo accompanied with the other, refpeding the 
paper currency, it is poflible that the northern and middle colonies 

^ In New England they had tame eipcriaicc oa this fubj^ having before felt the benefit 
«fafixn3araft« 

might 
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ni^l^t have bfifn Altered %q ini^ni^iur by tliemfe|y^s, ^s pa former Introduaiom 

e^q^fioas. But the ^Gt for ref^^piing thdr pager currency affbaed 1764. ' 

#11 the colonies iQ fqme degree; and, in cojafequence of a greater 

fc^cky of fpecie, it ^ffeded the fouthpro cpj^nies more than aay one 

gf the reft : Aad when different commun,itie$, howeyer difunited la 

pther FefpeASj conCder themfelves as fufferip^ under the fame com- 

inon grievance, niutu^l fympathy arifes, which, by a natural naoye^ 

ment, gr2^du?lly extends itfelf beyond the cs^ufe by :which it was 

originally excjted, and, in time, involves as ^ell their feparate ^ 

their cpminon caufes of complaint. At this junfture, too, it fo 

happened, that thofe meafures of the Britiih adminiflration which 

had given the greateil offence to the northern and middle colonies 

2;iad/fQme reUtipfi to that jby which the fouthern colonies thougjit 

^emfelves piipcipaUy aggrieved. The regulation againft fmug- 

gUng had put an end to the trade carried on with the Spanifli fettle- 

^aneints, and in cpnfequence deprived the inhabitants of the colonies 

X)f the means of obtaining fvjrther fupplies of fpecie ; whilft the affl 

of die laft ifeffion of parliament for ipapofing duties in America, 

!9?hich. required thefe duties to be paid in fpecie, and to be remitted 

.to ;Ei3gland, would, it was thought, in a fhort time, drain the colp- 

lues pf theUttle of the precious metals which they now poflefled ; 

»nd, as the climax of their misfortunes, the a£t which related to 

their paper currency, had a tendency to deftroy the only medium of 

commerce which remained. 

9y this ftrange accidental conoeftipn between thefe three dif- 
ferent regulations, the complaints of the New England provinces, 
.which were principally direfl:ed againft the two firft of them, were 
heard with more ^gitt^^ntion, were better received, and made a deeper 
impreflion in the fouthern colonies than had been ufual. The peo- 
ple of New England were not wanting, on their part, to improve 
the favourable moment, for the purpofe of laying the foundation of 
- Vol. !• E a general 
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Introduaion. a general oppolition. The prefs was reforted to. The grievance* 
1764. of the colonies were painted in the moft impreflive language ; and 
the Britifli miniftry were boldly charged with harbouring defigns 
againft the liberty, property, and future profperity of the colonies : 
And thus a general murmur of difcontent began to run through the 
whole extent of the Britifh fettlements on the continent of America, 
which was not a little increafed by the refolution of the houfe of 
commons, which manifefted an intention in that houfe, at fome 
future period, to impofe (lamp duties in the colonies. 

There were, in all the colonial affemblies, as indeed there are in 
all public affemblies, certain popular characters to whom the great 
body of the people looked up for advice and information in matters 
of difficulty, Thefe leading men, even in the colonies which were 
the moft fmcerely attached to the mother-country, entertained, 
about this time, ftrong fufpicions and apprehenfions of the arbitrary 
defigns of the Britifh court. Such fufpicions originating perhaps,^ 
at firft, in the violence and animofity of party, with which the be- 
ginning of the prefent reign was fo much diftradked, had, a little 
before this time, been very generally diffufed through Great Britain 
itfelf, and were from thence probably tranfplanted into America. 
And unfortunately for the fuccefs of Mr. Grenville's American 
meafures, perhaps unhappily for the general intereft of the Britifh 
empire, and, without doubt, unfortunately for the internal peace 
and tranquillity both of Great Britain and America, fuch fufpi- 
cions were countenanced by one of the greateft men * of that, or 
perhaps any other period, whofe recent feryices, and the unpa- 
- ralleled fuccefs of whofe meafures, whilft he condutfted the affairs 
of the nation^ ftamped an irrefiftible authority upon whatever 
opinion he thought fit to efpoufe^ If thofe fufpicions, however 

• Mr. Pitt. 

eriginatxng^ 
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•.originating, were countenanced *• by this great man, the American Iptrodpftion . 
. patriots, placed at fuch a diftance, and deftitute of equal means of i7^4* 
information, may be eafily excufed for adopting them j But certaiQ 
it is, that they prevailed very much about this time amongft the 
leading men in all the colonies, and were, through them, inftilled 
into the minds of the people at large. And from thence it happen- 
ed, that every aft of the Britifh government refpefting America 
was viewed with more than common jealoufy. 

Such was the ftate of public opinion and fentiment in the North 1765. 
American colonies towards the end of the year 1 764, and the begin- 
ning of the year 1765. But, notwitlaftanding the threatening fymp- 
toms of difcontent, uneafinefs, and jealoufy, which had bfgun to 
appear, the minifter was not deterred from profecuting the defign 
which he had fo long meditated, of raifing a revenue in the colonies 
by means of ftamp duties. Having previoufly inquired of the 
agents for the colonies, whether they had any inftruftions from their 
conftituents to propofe any other method of raifing moniey in the 
colonies than that of which he had given intimation the preceding 
year ; or whether they had authority to offer a compenfation for the 
revenue which was propbfed to be raifed ; and receiving for anfwer, 
that they had no authority for either of thefe purpofes ; he now re- 
folved to lay his plan before the houfe of commons, and, on the 
a 9th of January, in a committee of that houfe, moved fifty-five 
refolutions for impofing flamp duties on certain papers and docu- 
ments ufed in the colonies. Thefe refolutions having been agreed 
to, a bill grounded upon them was foon afterwards introduced, 
which, although it met with vehement oppofition, particularly from 
that party which has fince diftinguiflied itfelf by the name of the 
Whig party, and at the head of which was the marquis of Rock* 

• Mr, Pitt*8 fpccch on the repeal of the ftamp aft. 

E 2 Ingham, 
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Introduaiqn . Jngliam, Wis neverthelefs carried tlirotigh both houfcs of jpisa^^ 
1765. lianient by a coniiderable majority, and received the royal aflent on 
the 2 2d of March. 

By this aft, which was to take effeft in America on the ift of 
November following, ftamp duties were impofed on fuch papers 
arid documents ais are ufed as evidexice in the common dealings and 
tranfaftions of life between man and man ; or on fuch as are ufed 
in legal proceedings, in appointments to offices, in admiffions tb 
* - ' profeflSdris, and in the entry and clearance of veficls at the cuftom- 
Tioufe; and hacl the authority 6f parliament to pafs it been free 
firdin all obj^dtion, it miift be corifeffcd that the fchcmc of taxa- 
'tioft propbfed by this aft, was perhi|>8 one of the heft which 
*could have been devifed for raifing a revenue from a people fpred 
^dver^fuch an extent of the continent, arid parcelled out into fa 
'many different governments, indmuch as it was not only fim« 
pie and practicable, but equitable in its operation, equally well 
adapted to ail the colonies, arid, in its nature, efficacious. It 
excluded all jealoiify ari^ enVy, bfecaufc it extended to all the 
colonies, and was to be raife'd on papers and documents which, 
were common tb them alL It muft be efficacious, becaufe thefe 
papers and documents were declared to be invalid, udlefe they 
wereftamped; and the ftamps could not be obtained without the 
payment of the duty* And it was alfo equitable, as the weight of 
it would fall chiefly upon thofe clafles of people who were beft able 
to bear It ; arid as it would be mbft produdive in thofe colonies. 
VTiich were the moft flourifliirig, arid in which the' traBfa£tions be- 
tween man arid man were the moft frequent* 

The fefolutroris on which the biir was fbiiride'd, tbgether wkh the 
debates^ which it had produced in its paflage through the hotffe bf 
commons, were, without lofs of time, tranfmitted to America by 
the agents for the colonies ; fo that the leading men in that quarter 

of 
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of the world had full time to deliberate on the confequences of the 
ad, with all its attendant circumftances, before it took efFed, and 
to prepare the minds of the great body of the people for yielding 
to thofe impreflions which they wifhed them to receive. Prepot- 
fefTed as they were with fufpicions of the arbitrary defigns of the 
firitifh court, they now thought that thofe fufpicions were con- 
verted into certainties ; and that America, thus taxed without her 
tonfent, was deflined to be the firft vidim to arbitrary power; 
and they refolved not to fubmit to fuch a melancholy fate without 
the mod ilrenuous reftfiance. A gleam of hope arofe from feeing 
the powerful oppofition which had been made to the a£t in its pafF-** 
age through the houfe of commons. They were thereby encou- 
raged to purfue the line of condud marked out by their prefent 
feelings; and they determined to exert themfelves with vigour in 
IHning up Aich a ferment as might diftrefs^ if not overturn, the 
adffiiraftration, who were the authors of this meafure, and as would 
eertainly defeat the efied of the ad for a time, and perhaps even- 
tually produce its repeal : And this refolution feems to have been 
adopted by the leading men in all the colonies, without any appa^- 
tent concert except what arofe from a general knowledge of one 
imother^s fentiments, in confequence of the tranfadioQis of the pre- 
<ceding year. 

With ' this view the argciments which had been ufed by the 
unembers of oppofilioa in the Britifli parliament were retraced, 
enforced, and enlarged ; and in this form publifhed in pamphlets or 
circulated ^n newspapers* .Thefe publications were adapted to all 
capacities. It was contended with great ftrength and force of rea- 
^foning, that' as the inhabitants of the cjolonies were Britifli fubjeds 
*as niuch as the inhabitants of Great Britain, fo were they entitled 
tbthc fame conftitutional rightsiand privileges : That it was the birth- 
^ri^ht'df every BM&fh fubjed: to give aQd.gmntihift Owo money for the 
- i fupport 
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fupport of government, and not to be taxed but by his own confent 
or that of his reprefentative : And as the people of the colonics were 
not reprefented in the Britifh parliament, fo the Britifti parliament 
could not conftitutionally impofe taxes upon them. And to fuch ar-p 
guments other topics were added, not perhaps more convincing, 
but better calculated to draw the attention, and imprefs the feelings 
of the American colonift. The ad: was reprefented to be oppreffivc 
in its operation, by converting the plainnefs and fimplicity of their 
former proceedings, whether legal or commercial, into labyrinths 
of doubt, difficulty, and perplexity. It was faid that the adt was 
peculiarly inapplicable to a country fo extenfively fettled, and fo 
thinly inhabited, as America ; for it might, and frequently woulcj 
happen (to give one example inftead of many), that the planter or 
farmer, upon fo common a tranfadkion as the purchafe of a horfe, 
might be obliged to ride many miles to procure a piece of ftamped 
•paper, on which he could write a bill of fale, and even when he haci 
performed his journey, he might be in doubt what kind of ftamp 
was proper for his purpofe. In this manner the fuppofed evils 
and inconveniences attending its operation were magnified and 
heightened in language fuited to the apprehenfions of the mafs of 
the people ; ar defign in the Britifh. miniftry to enflave America 
was fuppofed to be difcovered j and the ftamp ad, it was pretended, 
was only to be regarded as the forerunner of innumerable other op- 
preffions which were to follow. And thus the people were taught 
to confider the period when the afl: was to take cffeQ. as the com- 
mencement of their flavcry, unlefs they manfully refifted its ex- 
ecution. 

Independent of all the previous means which were ufed to bring 
about an oppofition, it was rather to be expelled, that an adi which 
impofed new burdens, and at the fame time rendered the tranfadtions 
between man and man in the common afiairs of life fomewhat lefs 

plain 
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plain and cafy, *and, above all, which was fo open and liable to ob- lotroduaion . 
jedtion on conftitutional grounds, would not be well received amongft 1665. 
fome of the colonies at leaft, nor acquiefcedin without reluftance; 
but it excited no fmall fhare of furprife when it was known that the 
firft Icgiflative oppofition which it met with, took place in the ancient 
colony of Virginia, famed beyond all the reft for loyalty to the fo- 
vereign, and attachment to the mother-country. 

Thofe to whom this event was the caufe of furprife, did not re^ 
Be£t, that during the preceding war the importance of the colonies 
in the general fcale of the Britifh empire had been blazoned forth 
*and magnified in various debates in both houfes of parliament, as if 
the exiftence of Great Britain as a commercial nation had depended 
lipon her trade with the colonies ; that it had been made a favourite 
theme of declamation with minifters whenever they preffed for fup- 
plies to fupport the war ; and that the colonies would at leaft efti- 
mate their confequence equal to what it had been reprefented. Nei^ 
ther did they refleft, that heretofore the colonies had been kept in 
fear by the vicinity of the French and Spaniards, whilft the former 
were in poffcflion of Canada, and the latter of the two Floridas ; 
but that now, fincc the ceflion of thefe provinces to Great Britain, 
they were relieved from all future apprehenftons on account of fuch 
formidable neighbours, arid faw themfelves placed in a ftate of fe- 
curity which they had never before experienced. Neither did they 
refleft, that in proportion as the protedion of Great Britain had be- 
come lefs necefFary, fo it would be lefs valued ; and that the treaty 
of Paris, which gave fecurity to the colonies, did, at the fame time, 
weaken their dependence on the mother-country. 

And this proceeding in the legiflature of Virginia will ftill lefs be 

the caufe of furprife, if to thefe confiderations we add, that foon 

after the commencement of the prefent reign, a bold and daring 

.1 ' fpirit 
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IntioduAibn. j^it of of)p6fiticJii to govcTOment had broken fi3rdi ^d {}ptGd ifctyf 
1765. amohgft Ae people of England; and that it muft neceffarUy h^ppea 
that fbme portion of this predominant fpirit would be imparted t/9 
the inhabitants of the colonies in the profecution of that clpfe m4 
conftant ihtercourfe which fubfifted between them and the moitherr 
country. Indeed fuch had been the violence of fa£):ioain England^ 
and fo bold and daring its partifans, that even the fplendour of the 
crown could not ftiield the head which it adorned againft the in- 
vdnoraed ftiafts of flander : And fuch was the perverfcnefs of the 
people, that punifhments infliiSied by the courts of juftice for the 
ihoft heinous offences againft government were in fome inftaaces 
converted into public rewards *. 

That the colony of Virginia fet the example in this oppofitioa 
to the {lamp adi, was perhaps, after all, chiefly owing to accident 
It happened that the general aflembly of that province was fitting at 
the time when a copy of the aQ; arrived in that. country, together 
with certain intelligence that it had pafled through both houfes of 
parliament and received the royal aflenL The ad, it is true, was 
not to have any effedt till the month of November, but they knew 
not whether they would have another opportunity of deliberating 
upon it as an affembly, until after that event had taken place. The 
leading men too were anxious to fhew to their conftituents, that in 
their legiflative capacity they were not backward in avowing thofjb 
fentiments which, as individuals, they had taken fome trouble to 
promulgate. The people had been already prepared by reiterated 
publications in the newfpapers, and it remained only for the aiTembly, 

» The author of the North Briton » and of the EfTay on Woman, is a living example of the 
trutfi of tbis remark. In a valuable appointment bellowed upon him by the corporation of 
London, he quietly enjoys the fruits of thofe danders which filled his forereign's breail with 
anguifh, whilfl every good man muft execrate fo ne&rious a publicationi and fo diabolical an 
author, 

2 -by 
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1>y fome expreffion of their will, to give a fanftion to the intended J"^rQdu^ton . 
oppofition. Indeed, without this * fanftion, the refiftance which 1765. ^ 
they meditated would have been incomplete. The confent of the 
governor and council was not to be expeded ; whatever therefore 
could be done muft be the aft of the lower houfe of aflembly only ; 
and the fubjeft was there introduced without lofs of time, and gave 
occafion to one of the moft violent and intemperate debates which 
iad ever been known in that country. Some idea may be formed 
of the manner in which this debate was conduced, by the follow- 
ing paflage, extradled from a fpeech of one"* of the members, who 
afterwards made a confpicuous figure in the beginning of the re- 
bellion. After declaiming with bitternefs againft the fupp'ofed arbi- 
trary meafures of the prefent reign, he added, " Caefar had his 
*^ Brutus, Charles the Firft an Oliver Cromwell, and George the 
*' Third — ^^ But before he could proceed farther, a cry of,Treafon ! 
was beard from one quarter of the houfe, and the fpeaker foon 
afterwards rifing up, called him to order, and declared that he Would 
quit the chair, unlefs he was fupported by the houfe in reftraining 
fuch intemperate fpeeches. 

This debate was concluded by propofing four refolutions of the 
following effeft, which were agreed to by the houfe, and entered 
upon their journals on the 29th day of May. The firft declared, 
that their anceftors brought with them from England, and 
tranfmitted to their pofterity, all the rights, privileges^ and im- 
munities, enjoyed by Britifh fubjefts: The fecond, that thefe 
were confirmed and declared by two royal charters, granted by 
king James the Firft : The third, that they have ever fince enjoyed 
the right of being governed by their own afTembly in the articles of 

* Mr. Patrick Hcnrjr. 

Vol. L F taxes 
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lotroduftiofl . taxes * and internal police ; which right has not been forfeited or 
1765. yielded up, but has been recognized by the king and people of Great 
Britain : And the fourth, that the general aflembly of Virginia, 
with his majefty or his fubftitute, have, in their reprefentative capa- 
city, the only exclulive right and power to lay taxes and impofitions 
upon the inhabitants of that colony : And that every attempt to in- 
veft fuch a power in any perfon or perfons whatfoever, other than the 
general aflembly aforefaid, is illegal, unconftitutional, and unjufl:, 
and has a manifeft tendency to deftroy Britifh as well as American 
freedom. 

Two other refolutions were ofiered by the committee to whom 
this matter was referred, which were rejeflied by the houfe: But as 
they ferve to charaderize the kind of fpirit which had begun to gain 
ground, and which poflefled fome of the members of that aflembly, 
the fubftance of them is here inferted. The firfl; amounted to a de- 
claration that the inhabitants of Virginia are not bound to yield 
obedience to any law impofmg taxes upon them, other than the 
laws of the general aflembly ; and the fecond denounced thofe to be 
enemies to the colony who fliould maintain, by fpeaking or writ- 
ing, that any perfon or perfons, other than the general aflfembly, 
had a right to impofe taxes upon them. 

But however intemperate the debate had been, which preceded 
thefe refolutions, and whatever heat and violence were difeoverable 
in individual members of this aflembly, there was neverthelefs a 
jnanifeft and ftriking difference between the rofolutions^ of the 
MaflTachufets aflembly of the preceding year, and ihofe which were 

• That thcfc refolutions may be fully underftood^ it is neceflary to obfervc, that in Yi«- 
ginia, and indeed in all the eolomes of North America, a diftindion was made between taxes, 
and duties on the importation or exporUtion of merchandize ;. fo that the former of thefe terms 
was not fuppofed to comprehend the latter*. 

now 
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now pafled by the lower houfe of affembly in Virginia; a difference Introduaion . 
defcriptive both of the particular views and of the general political 1765. 
charafter which diftinguifhed the inhabitants of thefe refpedlive co- 
lonies. The former, as if they had been already independent, re- 
fort at once to their rights as men — as a ground to exempt them 
from taxation by the Britifh parliament : The latter, venerating the 
Britifh conftitution, fenfible of its benefits, and happy in their con- 
nexion with the mother-country, found their claims wholly upon 
their rights as Britifh fubjefts, which had been declared and con- 
firmed by their charters. The former claim an unlimited exemp- 
tion from duties as well as taxes, thereby undermining the whole 
fabric of the colonial fyflem : The latter, avowing the relation in 
which they fland to the mother-country, confine their claim of le- 
giflative jurifdidion to taxes and internal police, thereby tacitly con- 
ceding to the Britifh parliament the impofition of duties on mer- 
chandize, and the ordering and regulation of their commerce. 

The aflembly of Virginia having entered into thefe refolutions, 
was difTolved as foon as the governor was made acquainted with 
them. But it was now too late to flop the progrefs of the flame 
which had burfl forth : Indeed the mifchief was already done, be- 
caufe the refolves of the affembly were fuppofed to fandion what- 
ever irregularities might enfue, in oppofmg the execution of an aft 
which, by thefe refolves, was pronounced to be illegal, unconflitu- 
tional, and unjufl ; and the conflagration, which had been kindled 
was now deflined to fpread through the colony at large, by the 
return of the members to their refpedive counties. 

The aflfemblies of the other colonies, in the courfe of the year, 
entered into refolutions, fimilar to thofe of the aflfembly of Virginia; 
and whatever diflferences there might be between them in other re- 
fpeds, there was but one opinion on the fubjeft of the flamp aft. 

F 2 , They 
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introduaion . They all concurred in voting it to be an ad that was unconftitU'- 
ij^s. tional, and an infringement of their rights. 

We have feen that the affemby of Maflachufets Bay had in the 
preceding year entered into refolutions, and tranfmitted a petition 
to the king and parliament, complaining of a variety of grievances, 
and amongft the reft, of the refolution of parliament which an- 
nounced an intention to impofe ftamp duties in the colonies. The 
fame aflembly now brought forward another meafure of much more 
importance in it§ nature and confequences, as it was the firft leading 
ftep towards that confederation amongft the colonies which ulti- 
mately feparated them from the mother-country. It was no part of 
the charafter of the people of New England to be remifs in any 
thing which concerned their intereft. They had not been inat- 
tentive obfervers of the difcontcnt which prevailed in the other co- 
lonies on account of the ftamp a£t, and they feized upon the pre- 
fent as the critical moment for reconciling the interefts, confoli- 
dating the grievances, and uniting the complaints, of all the colonies; 
a defign which we have feen they had in contemplation the pre- 
ceding year. 

In profecution of this intention the aflembly of Maflachufets Bay„ 
on the fixth day of Jiine, entered into a refolution, fetting forth the 
expedience of holding a general congrefs, which fliould confift of 
deputies from all the lower houfes of aflembly on the American 
continent, to confult together, and take into confideration the com- 
mon grievances under which the colonies laboured, in confequence 
of the late ads of parliament for impofmg duties and taxes, and to 
frame and prepare a general petition and addrefs to the king and 
parliament, in behalf of all the colonies, fetting forth thefe griev- 
ances and praying for redrefs. They alfo refolved, that letters 
figned by their fpeaker, by order of the houfe, fhould be fent to 

the 
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the aflemblies of the other colonies, communicating this refolution, IntroJuftion , 
and requefting fuch other aflTemblies, if they approved of the pro- 1765. 
pofal, to appoint deputies to meet with thofe which (hould be ap- 
pointed by the aflembly of MafTachufets Bay, in a general congrefs 
to be held at New York, on the firft day of Odlober following ; 
and they afterwards proceeded to nominate their own deputies, and 
to vote the fum of four hundred and fifty pounds for defraying 
their expences. In confequence of thefe refolutions letters were 
prepared and tranfmitted ; and fuch of the other colonial affemblies 
as were permitted to meet before the month of Oftober, very rea* 
dily acceded to the meafure recommended by the aflembly of Maf- 
fachufets Bay^ and nominated deputies for the propofed congrefs. 
Although the leading men in fome of the colonies had not the moft 
favourable opinion, either of the candour, fincerity, and plain deal- 
ing of the people of New England, or of the general courfe and 
tendency of their politics ; yet, fuch is the cffeft of a common 
grievance in reconciling differences of opinion and allaying jealou- 
fies, that this proceeding of the affembly of MafTachufets Bay, 
which certainly had fome appearance of dictating to the refl of the 
colonies, neverthelefs met with general approbation. 

Whilfl: fuch meafures were purfued in America, an event took 
place in England which, more than all their own efforts, ferved the 
caufe of the colonifls, and promoted the fuccefs of their defigns. 
This was a change of the miniftry. On the loth of July, Mr. 
Grenville and his adherents were difmiffed from their offices, to give 
place to the whig party, under the marquis of Rockingham, a party 
which we have feen had exerted themfelves flrenuoufly in oppofmg 
the flamp ad. The vehement declamations of this party againfl the 
minifter within the houfe o£ parliament, and the adtive exertions of 
their friends and partifans amongfl the people without ; the threats 
of the Americans to difcontinue the ufe of Britifh manufaftures until 
3 the 
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introduaion. xht ftamp ad fliould be repealed, and the confequent alarm fpread 
1765. amongft the merchants, manufadiurers, and fhip owners; the mur- 
murs and difcontents of the lower orders of the people, from the 
fcarcity of bread and the high price of provifions, calamities to 
which they were expofed during the whole of this year ; all thefe 
caufes combined had excited fuch a clamour in the nation as greatly 
weakened and diftrefled the late adminiftration, and probably con- 
duced to their removal. But the immediate caufe of their difmiilion 
is faid to have been an afii-ont given to the princefs dowager of 
Wales, and through her to the king,, by neglecting to infert her 
name in a bill introduced by the miniftry into the houfe of lords, 
towards the clofe of the laft feffion of parliament, for appointing a 
regency in cafe of the death of the king, during the minority of 
the prince of Wales ; an omiflion which was rectified after the bill 
was fent to the houfe of commons. But, whatever was the caufe, 
the change which enfued, by placing the whig party in power, gave 
to the inhabitants of the colonies a well-grounded hope, that the 
adt for impofmg ftamp duties would be repealed in the next feffion 
of parliament. 

In America, however threatening the appearances had been, no 
aftual difturbances took place until the month of Auguft ; but in 
that month, about the time when intelligence arrived of the change 
of the miniftry, the fpirit which had been fo long tumultuoufly ga- 
thering, broke forth into open violence, firft at Bofton in Maffa- 
chufets Bay, and afterwards in fevcral of the other colonies. At 
Bofton, the fury of the populace was direded againft the chief- 
juftice of the province, who was fuppofed to favour the minifterial 
plan for taxing the colonies ; againft the officer appointed to diftri- 
bute the ftamps, the comptroller of the cuftoms, and the regifter of 
the court of admiralty. Previous intelligence of what was in agi- 
tation having been conveyed to them by theu: friends, they were 
I fortunate 
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fortunate enough to be able to fave their perfons from infult, but introduaion , 
their houfes were pillaged, their furniture was burnt or deflxoyed, 1765. 
and the records of the admiralty, not lefs odious in that province 
' than the ftamp aft itfelf, were committed to the flames. The coun- 
cil of the province were aflembled by the governor, but they (hewed 
no inclination to be active in fuppreffing the riots. The governor 
attempted to mufter fome companies of militia to aflift the civil ma- 
giftrate in the prefervation of the peace, but they refufed to obey his 
orders ; and the ftamp oflBcer, feeing no profped of proteftion, foon 
afterwards refigned his oflSce. 

In the other colonies the tumults were not fo violent and outra- 
geous as thofe at Boftbn ; but in all of them they were fuflBciently 
alarming to frighten the perfons who were appointed to diftribute 
the ftamps into a refignation of their offices. 

A confiderable interval having been required for preparing the 
ftamped papers in England, none of them had yet arrived in Ame- 
rica ; and the officers to whom they were to have been delivered^ 
having been obliged to refign their appointments, the general care 
of thefe papers, upon their arrival in the months of September 
and October, devolved upon the governors of the refpedlive pro- 
vinces. In fome of the colonies the ftamped papers were feized 
-and deftroyed by the populace ; in moft of them, through the pru- 
dent management of the governors, they were lodged in places of 
fecurity on ftiore, or put on board the (hips of war ; but in none of 
the thirteen colonies, after fuch riots, was any one found hardy 
enough to undertake the diftribution of them. 

In the month of Odober deputies from nine out of the thirteen 
colonies met at New York, to hold a general congrcfs. The four co- 
lonies not reprefented in this congrefs were. New Hampfhire, Vir- 
ginia, North Carolina, and Georgia. From the three laft of thefe 
deputies were not fent, becaule the letters from Maffachufets Bay 

arrived 
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IntroduAion. arrived during the xccefs of their affemblies, which were not after- 
.1765. wards permitted to meet till the firft of Odober had paffed. And 
in New Hampfhire, the aflembly did not think fit to appoint de- 
puties, although they approved of the holding of a general congrefs, 
and fignified an inclination to join in any petition that fhould be 
agreed upon by the deputies of the other colonies. 

The firft feffion of thefe deputies was held on the feventh day of 
October ; and twelve days having been fpent in debates and deli- 
berations, on the nineteenth they entered into thirteen refolu- 
tions, comprehending a declaration as well of the rights as of the 
grievances of all the colonies. In thefe refolutions they fet forth, 
that the inhabitants of the colonies owe the fame allegiance to the 
king as the people of Great Britain, and all due fubordination to 
parliament. That they are entitled to the fame rights, privileges, 
and immunities, as the people of GreafBritain. That no taxes can 
be impofed on a free people but by their own confent, or that of 
their rcprefentatives. That the inhabitants of the colonies are not, 
and cannot, be reprefented in the hgufe of commons of Great Britain. 
That the only rcprefentatives of the inhabitants of the colonies are 
thofe chofen by themfelves ; and that no taxes have been or can be 
impofed upon them but by thofe rcprefentatives. That all fupplies to 
the crown are free gifts from the people ; and that therefore it is un- 
reafonable in the parliament of Great Britain to grant the property 
^» of the inhabitants of the colonics. That trial by jury is the right 
of a Britifti fubjedt. That the rfam'p adt, by impofing taxes, and 
extending the jurifdidion of the courts of admiralty beyond their 
ancient limits, has a tendency to fubvert the rights and liberties of 
the colonifts. That the duties impofed by the late a£ts of parlia- 
ment are grievous, and the payment of them impradicable. That, 
by the Britilh manufadures which they purchafe, they contribute to 
die fupplies granted to the crown. That the reftridions on trade, 

impofed 
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impofed by the late a£ts of parliament, will render them unable to Introduaum. 

purchafe Britilh manufedures. That the increafe and profperity 1765. 

of the colonies depends on the free enjoyment of their rights and 

liberties. And laftly, that they have a right to petition the king, 

or either houfe of parliament. 

• Thefe refolutions having been entered into, and an addrefs 

and petition to the king, a memorial and petition to the houfe of 

lords, and a petition to the houfe of commons, fetting forth, m6re 

at large, the grievances mentioned in their refolutions, having been 

prepared and agreed to ; the congrefs diffolved their meeting on the 

twenty-fifth of Odober, having fat about eighteen days. 

From comparing the refolutions of congrefs with thofe of the 
affembly of MafTachufets Bay, it is evident that the leading men in 
the other colonies were not yet prepared to go the full length which 
the people of New England wifhed. It is true; the congrefs dif- 
avow the authority of parliament to impofe taxes upon the inhabit- 
ants of the colonies, and to abridge the trial by jury ; but they 
complain of the other ads of parliament, for impofmg duties on 
merchandize, and reftriding their trade, rather as grievances arifing 
from an indifcreet and impolitic exercife of a power which they did 
hot call in queftion, than as adual infradions of their conflitutional 
rights. 

Thefe were all the proceedings of this congrefs which were made 
public. The great temper and moderation Qianifefled in the papers 
which were to be tranfmitted to England, were probably intended 
to counterad the efFed of the riots and tumults which had preceded 
the meeting of the congrefs. The members of this body were 
iaware that all appearance of defiance was carefully to be fuppreffed* 
Profefling loyalty to the king, and all due fubordination to par- 
liament, they endeavoured to exhibit themfelves as patient fuflferers, 

Vol. I. G . and 
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and ats dutiful, although opprefled, fubjefts, rather foliciting the 
compaffion than braving the power of the Britifh nation* 

By the meeting of fo many deputies at New York, a communi- 
eation was opened, an acquaintance was formed, and a correfpond- 
ence eftablifhed, between the leading men of all the colonies; and 
a foundation was thus laid for uniting their common efforts^ when-* 
ever future circumftances, and the attempts of future adminiftra- 
tiojis, fhould render it neceflary. One effed of the mutual under^ 
ftanding which took place amongft thefe leading men was indeed 
immediately difcoverable; for, as foon as they returned to their re* 
Ipedive homes, affociations were fet on foot in all the colonies 
againft the importation of Britifh manufactures, fuch importation to 
ceafe after the firft of January following, until the (lamp a<3: fhould 
be repealed ; a meafure which was probably concerted before they 
left New York. 

When the firfl of November arrived, the day on which the flamp 
ad was to take effedt, neither ftamps were to be had nor officers to 
diflribute them* The former had been lodged in places of fecurity^ 
tofave them from deftrudion by the populace; and the latter had 
t)e€n either terrified into refignation, or driven away by ill ufage* 
The courts of law were unable to proceed for want of thofe papers 
which the aft had rendered necefTary j and a total flop was put ta 
the adminifbration of juflice, except in criminal cafes, in which 
Aamps were not required. Commerce too was at a fland, becaufe 
(lamps were made neceflary in the entry and clearance of vefTels at 
the cuflom-hQufes. ^ome of the merchants ventured to fend their 
ihips to fea with certificates from the governors that flamps could 
not be procured ; and in the province of MafTachufets Bay the 
touncU and afiembly were daring enough to enter into a formal re- 
folution, declaring it to be law^ii to tranfiaid bufmefs, as formerly^ 
ifvUhout the ufe of (lamps* 

Such. 
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Such were the meafures purfued and the fteps taken in America, lotroduaion. 
during the year 1765, for oppofing the ftamp ad and procuring its 1765, 
repeal I and the inhabitants of the colonies were not more adive and 
ftrenuoUs in refifting, than the new miniftry were remifs and back- 
ward in iffuing, orders for enforcing its execution. Although tht 
Tefolutions of the aflfembly of Virginia were laid before them not 
long after they came into oflSce, and although, upon the twenty- 
feventh of Auguft, the ^board of trade reported thefe refolutions to 
contain a daring attack upon the conf^tution of Great Britain, and 
to require immediate attention ; and although that board recom- 
mended orders to be forthwith fent to the executive power, and to 
all the officers of government in Virginia, to exert themfelves vi- 
goroufly in fupport of the authority of parliament, and to exa£t i, 
due obedience to all the laws of the land ; yet this report of the 
board of trade, fo urgent in its nature, was not taken into confider- 
ation by the privy council until the third of Odober. On that day 
indeed, in a very full council, at which lord chancellor Camden: 
affifted^ it was determined, that the fubjedt of the report from the 
board of trade was of too high a nature for the decifion of the king 
in council, and that it was proper only for the confideration of par- 
liament : As if it had not been the duty of the executive power to 
require a prompt obedience to all the a£ts of the legislature, and as 
if that power had a right to deliberate whether an aft of parlia- 
ment fhould be carried into execution or not. 

Such was the indecifion of the new miniftry refpe^king American 
afl^rs 5 and fo indefinite, and even inexplicable *, was the nature 
of their difpatches to the American governors, that the laft blow 
was now given to the little energy which remained in the executive 
part of the colonial governments. Thofe governors undoubtedly 

.^ Soe-Secittary CoxHiray'sleUcrato Governor Fauquier^ of Vir^niai dated Sept. 149 '765. 

G 2 thought 
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lutroduaion. thooght that it was their duty to exadl obedience to an ad of par- 
1765. liament which extended to America j but being informed in their 
government difpatches that this was a fubjeft * under the confider- 
ation of the privy council, a doubt might arife where there wa& 
none before ; and with fuch information before them, they could 
not be certain whether a ftrenuous exertion in compelling fubmiflion 
to the ftamp ad might not expofe them to the difpleafure of thofe 
who now conduded the affairs of government. 
^ In the party vmtings publifhed about this time, and in certain 
parliamentary fpeeches of a later date, which, from their brillianty^ 
gave the tone to public opinion, the ftamp ad has been conftdered 
as the introdudion.of a new fyftem in the government of the colo- 
nies. But whoever will take the trouble of examining the proceed- 
ings of former parliaments, and the various ads which they pafled, 
without confulting the inhabitants of the colonies, for confining and 
reftriding their trade fo as to make it ferviceable to the mother-coun- 
try ; for regulating even their domeftic concerns and purfuits, and 
for fubjeding both their exports and imports, in certain cafes,, to the 
payment of duties and taxes, which, when coUeded, were a part 
of the revenue of the kingdom, and applicable to fuch purpofes as 
the parliament thought fit to dired fj will fee that the ftamp. ad was 
not the introdudton of a new, but the continuation and extenfion 
of the old fyftem under which they had always been governed. It 
was an application, not of a new, but of the old^ principle upon 
which former parliaments had adcd to the new and improved ftate 
of the colonies^ v«hich enabled them to contribute more largely than 

• Secretary Conway 'a letter to Lieutenant Governor Fau^uieri dated 14th Sept. 17(55. 

t Sec the following ftatutes :— 

12 Car. II. c. iS. 7 and 8 W, III. c. 22. 9 Ann, c. 17. 5 Geo. II. c. 22. 

15 Car. II. c. 7. 3 and 4 Ann, c. 5. 8 Geo. I. c. 15. 6 Geo. II. c. 13, 

25 Car. II, c. 7* 6 Ann, c. 3c. 5 Geo, IL c. 15. 23 Gcoa II. c. 25. 

JL formerly 
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formerly towards raifing a revenue for their own fupport, defence, rntroduaton. 
and protedlion. 

But whatever force there may be in thefe remarks, a clamour had ''^* 
been now raifed in Great Britain as well as America j the; mercan- 
tile and manufa&uring Interefts were alarmed ; petitions agdnft the 
(lamp a<a, f^ud to be encouraged by the miniftry *, were tranfmitted 
from fome of the principal fca-port and manufadkuring towns ; and 
in the next feilion of parliament, as had been forefeen, a bill was 
introduced and fupported by the whole weight and influence of the 
new adminiftration for repealing the ilamp a£t. The diflurbances in 
America were by them fpoken of with fome degree of tendemefs. The 
inhabitants of the colonies were reprefented as an injured people ; 
and the ads of Violence which had been committed, were fuppofed 
to proceed from their defpair. Mr. Grenville and his party ftrongly 
oppofed the bill, and charged the prefent miniftry with creating the 
difobedience and reliftance which had arifen in America, by their 
intemperate and inconfiderate fpeeches whilft they were in oppoli- 
tion ; but it was at length carried and pafTed through the houfe by 
a confiderable majority. The miniftry fecm to have wlfhed to give 
fatisfadion to all parties, as well thofe who favoured, as thofe who 
oppofed, the ftamp aft, by introducing at the fame time a declara- 
tory bill, which cenfured and condemned the refolutions of the Ame- 
rican affemblies, and contained a formal declaration, that the Britifli 
parliament had authority to make laws for binding the colonies in 
all cafes whatfoever. Thefe two bills accompanied each other through 
the two houfes of parliament, and received the royal aflent oh the 
eighteenth of'* March. - - ; o'l r^i 

' In the bill for repealing the ftamp adl, that adl was' declared to 
be repealed j not beciattfe it was illegal, unconftilutional, or unjuft ; 

.'•:;.* * Mr. GreAville's fpecch on the repeal of the ftamp a£l. 

nor 



46 HISTORY OF THE 

Introduftidii. ^^^j. bccaufc it was arbitrary or opprcffivc j but fimply becaufe it was 
1766. inexpedient : And it was repealed abfolutely, and free from all 
terms or conditions. 

The principle of tlie repeal, and the policy of the miniftry in 
proceeding thus haftily upon it, have been much queftioned, and not 
without a ftrong appearance of i-eafout If the objections of the co- 
lonial aflemblies were deemed of no force or validity, it^as the duty 
of the Britifh parliament, for the prefervadon of their o^n authority, 
inftead of repealing, to have taken meafures fbr,inforciiig the ex-p 
ecution of the (lamp ad : On the other hand,^ if thcfe obje£tions 
were unanfwerable and irrefiftible, it would have been wife, it would 
have been magnanimous and worthy of the rcprefentatives of a great 
nation, not only to have repealed the ftamp ad, but by an open dc^ 
claration to have renounced for ever the exercife of fuch an uncon-* 
ftitutional authority ; and at the fame time to have devifed fome 
other expedient for accomplifliing the end propofed by the damp ad 
by lefs exceptionable means. Such a declaration would have quieted 
the minds of the colonics, and removed all future apprehenilons. 
But the Britifh parliament pwiiied neither of thefe courfes. It is 
true they repealed the (lamp aft, but they at the fame time pafled 
the declaratory ad, more arbitrary and more alarming than the 
other; and by this prepofterous policy kept alive the jealoufy which 
the {lamp ad had excited, whilil they abandoned ^1 the benefit^ 
which it was defigned to producer 

The inhabitants of the American colonies had refifted Ae execu- 
tion of the ftamp ad, becaufe they thought it uncoixftitutionai : The 
inexpedience of it made no part of thoir legifla^ive complaints^ 
They denied the right of psprliam^t to imppfe taxes upon them; 
but they never pretended that the taxes . i^jgofed by the ftamp ad 
were greater than they were able to pay* 

:-. .-:.v'/.^. ; .::.fi*.:' ^ • Here 
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Here then a favourable occafion prefented itfclf for the excrcife i»>troduaioiu 
of minifterial wifdom, which could not be better employed than in 1766. 
moderating the preteniions of the colonial alTemUies, fettling the 
mode of their future contributions, and dcvifing fome' permanent 
fyftem or arrangement for reconciling fuch of their claims as were 
admiffible, with that general and fuperint^nding authority which 
the parliament ought to poflefs for preferving an union of councils 
and of intereils amongft all the members of an extenfive empire* 
For fuch a purpofe no interval could be more proper than that which 
pafled between the time when the execution of the ftamp aft was 
refilled in America, and the time of its repeal ; whilft the inhabitants 
of the colonies remained under the apprehenfion incident to a 
confcioufnefs of having for the firft time refiifed x>bcdience to an adl 
of the fupreme power of the mother-country^— but this opportunity 
was negtefted. It was now become neceffary for the miniftry, by 
removing the caufe, to allay, as fpeedily as poffible, the ftorm which 
they thcmfelvcs, when in oppofition, had aflifted to raife. Their 
credit as a party depended upon it : For after the oppofition which 
they had made to the ftamp adk, had they proceeded to enforce the 
execution of it by the power of the mother-country, which was now 
in their hands, the battery which they had rsdfed againft the former 
adminiftration nnght have been turned with double effedl againft 
themfelves* The ftamp ad was therefore to be repealed at all events ; 
and by this premature and unqualified repeal it has been thought 
that the intereft of the mother-country and the future tranquillity of 
the colonies were both facrificed to the convenience of party. 

If, in the opinion of the miniftry, the ftamp aft was accounted 
to be a bold, daring, and ra£h meafure, their opponents thought 
themfelves entitled to fay that the aft which repealed it was not lefs 
marked with the oppofite qualities. It is not wife wantonly to 
provoke a quarrel : But when once a quarrel is begun, from what-' 
ever caufc it might have originated, the grounds of difference on 

both 
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Introduaion. both fidcs fliotfld be Inquired into, and fuch a fettlement fhould be 

1766. made as might prevent future jealoufies and difagreements: To end 

it in fuch a manner as to leave the pretenfions on both fides open, is 

weak and daftardly policy; — ^it is a temporary expedient pregnant with 

future mifchief. ^ 

The repeal of the ftamp aft occafioned very general rejoicings in 
America. The mafs of the people are in all countries led by the 
few : Looking only at. the outfide of things, they eafily take! the im. 
preffion which is meant to. be given : They had been taught to 
confider the ftamp ad as the greateft of all evils, and upon receiving 
intelligence of its repeal, gave themfelves up to unbounded joy. In 
this fenfation, even the leading men very cordially joined ; th^y faw 
in the repeal of the ftamp adt, a vidory gained by the colonies over 
the mother-country, and in that victory the firft dawn of future in-^ 
dependence, They had experienced the benefits refulting from an 
union of councils, and a general co-operation in the fame caufe; 
and confidered the declaratory aS, however formidable and ofFenfive 
in appearance, as a meafure which was calculated to do them more 
fervice than harm. They viewed it as a weak and impolitic bra- 
vado oh the part of the Britifli parliament, which would defeat its 
own purpofe, by continuing the alarm which had been excited, and 
by cementing the union which had taken place amongft the colonies. 

The courts of juftice now refumed their fun£tions ; the aflemblies 
in the different provinces were called ; and mutual congratulations 
paffed between them and their govemors. Their late ill-humour 
gave a poignancy to their prefent enjoyments; and all paft animo- 
iities ifeemed for a time to be forgotten. 

But even during this feafon of feftivity, there were not wanting 
fome, who by publications in the newfpapers cautioned their country- 
men againft giving way to intemperate joy ; they reminded them, that 
although the ftamp a£l was repealed, its principle had not been given 

up : 
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up : That the Britilh parliament perfevered in maintaining their right Introducliou. 
of taxation, and by palling the declaratory a£t afFeded to poflefs a 1766. 
ftill higher and more arbitrary power than the authors of the ftamp 
a£t had ventured to exercife : That the repeal of the ftamp ad had 
rather been extorted than freely granted, and that for this boon they 
were more indebted to their own wifdom and firmnefs, than to the 
generofity of the Britilh nation : That future adminiftrations and 
future parliaments might again attempt to impofe taxes upon them ; 
and that it was therefore incumbent upon the inhabitants of the co- ' 
lonies to be vigilant and attentive, and not fuffer themfelves to be 
lulled into a ftate of thoughtlefs fecurity: That it was their duty, 
whilft it was in their power, to provide againft the worft that 
might happen: That with this view they ought to encourage the 
breeding of Iheep, for the purpofe of acquiring a ftock of wool, the 
culture of flax, hemp, and cotton, and the fabrication of fuch of the 
coarfer Britilh manufatlures as are moll elFentially neceflary for the 
common purpofes of life ; by which means they might with lefs 
inconvenience to themfelves, when future occafions lliould require 
it, enter into non-importation agreements, and abftain from the 
ufe and confumption of Britilh manufadures, which they faw was 
likely to be the moft-efFedual mode of oppofition to the illegal ex- 
ertions of power on the part of the mother-country. By fuch pub- 
lications, attempts were made to keep alive and nourilli that fpirit of 
jealoufy and dillruft, which the declaratory afl: was fo well calculated 
to infpire. 

The fecretary of ftate, in the difpatches fent to the American go- 
vernors upon the repeal of the ftamp ad, took occafion to fet forth 
the grace and condefcenlion of the king and parliament in liftening 
to the complaints of the inhabitants of the colonies ; and. their lenity, 
tendernefs, moderation, and forbearance, manifeftedin the repeal of 
that ad, notwithftanding the provocation which they had received 
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by the forcible refiftance that had been made to the execution of itj 
and intimated that fuitable retmns of gratitude, duty, affeftion, and 
fubmiffion, would be expeded on the part of the colonies. Thefe 
were held forth as themes for the governors to enlarge upon in their 
fpeeches to the aflemblies. And it muft be confefled that thofe 
aflemblies were not backward in voting addreffcs of thanks, nor did 
they fall fliort of the fecretary's expectations in profeflions of loyalty, 
duty, and affedtion to the king ; but in what regarded the parliament 
they were far from being explicit : And it very foon appeared that 
fome of them, inflead of being eager to give fubftantial proofs of 
fubordination to the Britifh parliament, were ftudious to avoid even 
the appearance of it. 

At the time of repealing the ftamp ad, the parliament alfo voted 
an addrefs to be prefented to his majefty, requefting that he would 
be pleafed to inftrudl the governors in America to make requifitions 
to the colonial aflemblies for granting compenfation to fuch indivi- 
duals as had fufFered in their private property in confequence of the 
tumults, Thefe requifitions were accordingly made in fuch of the 
colonies where any lofs of private property had been fuftained, and 
particularly in the province of Maflachufets Bay, where the tumults 
had been the moft outrageous. But the affembly of that province, 
inftead of laying hold of this opportunity to fhew their refpedl to the 
Britifh parliament, and at the fame time to do an adl of juftice, quar- 
relled with their governor, under a pretence that he had fet forth the 
requifition in ftronger and more peremptory terms than he was war- 
ranted to do by the fccretary of ftate's letter ; and ih an addrefs pre- 
fented to him on this occafion, after cenfuring the manner in which 
he had communicated the requifition, they toldly tell him, " That 
** they will embrace the firft convenient opportunity to confider and 
** aft upon fecretary Conway's recommendation," without taking the 
leaft notice of the refolution of parliament* Th6 governor made 
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repeated applicatiofts to them, but from various pretences they de- Introdudion, 
layed paffing an a<fl to compenfate the fuiFerers for more than fix 17^ 
months ; nor was it done until the inhabitants of the town of Bofton 
inftruded their reprefentatives to vote for it, and informed them that 
the lords of the treafury in England had refufed to pay the colony 
the money voted by parliament in the year 1763, until compen- 
fation was firft made to thefe fufferers : And when the a6t was at 
laft paflTed, it contained a claufe of indemnity to the offenders in the 
riots, which fhewed that thefe were not lefs the objeds of that 
aflembly's care and attention, than the unfortunate fufferers. A 
fimilar backwardnefs appeared in the colonies of Rhode Ifland and 
New York J but in the province of Maryland the affembly were eager 
to teftify their refped for the recommendation of parliament, and 
without delay voted compenfation to the only individual who had 
fuffered in that province : And in the other colonies no loffes were 
fuflained. 

In the fame feflion of parliament in which the ftamp ad had been 
repealed, an ad was paffed for amending the annual mutiny ad, 
which it had been ufual to pafs, for the government of the troops in 
America. The intention of the amendment was to provide for the 
more comfortable fubfiftence of thofe troops by fupplying them with 
fait, vinegar, and beer or cyder ; and the ad direded that the ex- 
pence incurred by the fupply of thefe articles (hould be raifed by the 
affemblies of the refpedive colonies in which the troops were quar- 
tered. It fo happened, by the accidental march of fome troops into 
the province of New York, that the governor of that province had 
occafion, on the day after he had communicated to the affembly the 
repeal of the ftamp ad, to apply to them for quarters for th^fe troops, 
and in his meffage he fpecified the additional articles of fait, vinegar 
beer or cyder, which were required to be furnifhed under the 
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Introduaion. amended mutiny a£l of the laft feflion of parliament. He alfo in-t 
1766. formed them that the troops were upon their march, and were daily 
expelled at New York. The aflembly however was in no hade to take 
his meflage into confideration, nor did they prefent an addrefs in anfwer 
to it until after the arrival of the troops, who in the mean time were 
put to fome inconvenience for want of quarters. In their addrefs, 
the aflembly avoided noticing the aft of parliament: They afFefted 
to confider the requifition as coming folely from the king; and 
agreed to furnifh quarters for the troops with fuch neceflaries only 
as they had been formerly accuftomed to furnifti. This anfwer not 
proving fatisfadlory to the governor, another meflage was fent ; and 
after various meflages and addrefles, the aflembly at laft pofitively 
refufed to fupply the troops with the additional articles required by 
the amendment made to the mutiny aft, feeming to confider it as 
not differing in principle from the ftamp aft, fo far as it impofed a 
new burthen upon them. A difmclination to comply with this aft of 
parliament appeared in feveral of the other colonies where troops 
were ftattioned ; and in no one of them was the aft fpecifically car- 
ried into execution. Means, it is true, were fallen upon to fatisfy the 
troops : But the Britifli parliament was not to be gratified, even at 
the fmall expence of furnifliing the inconfiderable articles of fait, vi- 
negar, and fmall beer. 

Such were the returns made in America to the grace and conde- 
fcenfion of the king and parliament in repealing the ftamp aft. But 
the Rockingham adminiftration did not continue long enough in 
power to receive official accounts of the effeft of their meafures for 
reftoring peace and tranquillity to the colonies. In the month of 
July of the prefent year, they were difmifled from their employ- 
ments, and a new adminiftration was formed, at the head of which 
was the duke of Grafton, aided by the fplendid talents, the popular 
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virtues, and energetic powers of Mr, Pitt, now created earl of Chat- IntroduftioD. 
ham, who accepted the office of lord privy feal, and with whofe ad- 1766. 
vice the new arrangements were faid to have been made. 

The firft a6t of this new adminiftration which related to America ^7^7- 
ferves to fhew, that although many of the members of it had voted 
for the repeal of the ftamp adt, yet in reality they differed not much 
in principle from thofe who were the authors of it. In the debates 
which that a£t had occafioned in parliament, in fome of the politi- 
cal pamphlets publifhed in America, and in the refolutions of fome 
of the colonial aflemblies, a diftindiion had been taken between ex- 
ternal and internal taxation, that is, between raifing money from the 
colonies by the impofition of duties on the importation or exporta- 
tion of merchandize, and raifing it internally in the way propofed 
by the flamp adt : And on thefe occafions it had been faid, that 
although the colonies never would agree to the latter, they had 
already fubmitted to the former, which was neceflary for the regula- 
tion of trade; and that the Britifh parliament ought to be contented 
with the exercife of this acknowledged right, leaving to the colo- 
nial affemblies the powers of internal taxation, and of regulating the 
domeflic policy of the refpedtive provinces, which feemed to be the 
objedts for which fuch affemblies were originally inflituted, and of 
the due exercife of which powers, their local information enabled 
them to be more competent judges than the Britifh parliament could 
pretend to be. 

The new miniflry laying hold of this diflindtion, and availing 
themfplves of the fuppofed conceffion, procured an adt of parlia- 
ment to be paffed for impofmg certain duties on glafs, paper, pafle- 
board, white and red lead, painter's colours, and tea, payable upon 
the importation of thefe articles into the American colonies; which 
duties, when coUedted, were made applicable, in the firft place, to- 
making provifioh for the adminiftration of juflice, and the fupport 
2 of 
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introdnaion. of civU government, in fuch of the colonies where it fliould be ne- 
1767. ceflary, and the refidue to be paid into the exchequer in England, 
and to be applicable to the fame ufes as the former duties impofed 
in the year 1 764, The aft alfo contained a claufe for difcontinuing 
the drawback payable on the exportation of china-ware to America, 
, and made fome new provifions for preventing the clandeftine run- 
ning of goods in the colonies. And at the fame time another aft 
was pafled for putting thefe, and all the other cuftoms and duties 
payable in America by any former aft of parliament, under the 
management of commiffioners, who were to be refident in that 
country. 

In the fame feflion too, the difpatches of the governor of New 
York, which announced the refufal of the aflembly of that province 
to comply with the mutiny aft, were laid before the parliament : 
And timidly indulgent as the members of this parliament had hereto- 
fore fhewed themfelves, in overlooking the rebellious outrages which 
had been committed, and the daring infurreftions which had ap- 
peared in America, in oppofition to the ftamp aft, they now feemcd 
determined that the aflembly of New York fhould feel the weight 
of their difpleafure for this recent aft of difobedience ; and an aft 
was accordingly pafled for fufpending them from the exercife of all 
their legiflative funftions, until they fhould yield obedience to the 
aft of parliament for quartering the troops. The Rockingham party, 
now out of office, could not in decency oppofe this coercive mea- 
fure, the objeft of which was to enforce obedience to an aft of par- 
liament which they, when in power, had procured to be paflTed. 

Thefe afts were all introduced and fupported by the influence of 
the new minift:ry. They, like the miniftry which had patronized the 
ftamp aft, were confcious that the mother-country, bending under 
the weight and preflfure of accumulated taxes, with the fmews of 
her ftrength flretched to the utmoft poflible extent, ftood in need of 
I . every 
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every affiftance. Like them too they were convinced that the Introduaion. 
Ajiierican colonies were the ieaft burthened of all the Britifh domi- 1767- 
nions ; and tliat it was the duty of thofe who were entrufted with 
the adminiftration of government to require them to furnifli a due 
proportion towards the general expence. It was alfo thought highly 
probable, that as the colonies had been fo lately gr,^tified with the 
repeal of the obnoxious (lamp a£t, they would the more readily 
fubmit to an adl which required their contribution in a (hape and 
form accommodated in fome- degree to the political fpeculations of 
the time, and to the ideas of fome of ihofe friends of the colonies who 
had efpoufed their caufe in the Britifli parliament. Perhaps too it was 
thought that the colonies would have been more eafily induced to 
yield to this mode of taxation, as this would tend to refute the afper- 
fions of their enemies, who charged them with ingratitude, and re- 
proached them with an inclination to avail themfelves of the protedlion 
of the mother-country, and of all the benefits which they enjoyed under 
the Britiih government, without contributing towards its fupport. 
Such, it may be fuppofed, were fome of the motives which influ- 
enced the Britifh miniftry about this period. 

But the leading men in the colonies, and their political writers, 
thought very differently. In the courfe of their fpeculations on the 
fubjeft oftheflampaft^ ihey had been led into a train of thought and' 
confequent reafoning that were applicable not only to the ad: which 
was the immediate object of their fpeculation, but to all the other 
a&s of the Britifh parliament which extended to America. Some 
of thefe had exifled for more than a century, and had been flmc- 
tioned by time and by conflant and uninterrupted acquiefcence. To 
have queflioned their validity would have been offering violence to 
public opinion. Thefe writers therefore were prudent enough for 
the prefent to avoid pufhing their arguments to fuch a lengtli ; but 
they, were not the lefs anxious to guard their countrymen againft 
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Introdiiaion. fubmitting to any farther extenfion of the like authority. For this - 
' 1767. purpofe, the pafling of the ftamp act was to be held out as a new 
5era in their political hiftory, and as the commencement of a new 
fyftem on the part of Great Britain. That aft had been condemned 
as illegal and unconftitutional. Thofe which preceded it, although ^ 
upon their grounds of argument not lefs liable to objection, yet hav- 
ing been confecrated by time, were to be thrown into the back 
ground, and the (lamp aft alone was to be put forward as the promi- 
nent figure, by a comparifon with which the legality or illegality of. 
every fubfequent aft of parliament for laying duties or taxes on . 
America was to be eflimated. 

It required no great reach of thought to perceive that the late aft 
which impofed duties on certain articles of merchandize imported 
from Great Britain into the colonies, differed not in principle from . 
the ftamp aft. The objeft of both was to raife a revenue from the 
colonies ; in the raifing of which, and in the difpofal of it when 
raifed, the colonial aflemblies were to have no concern : The arti- 
cles upon which the duties were impofed, were become fo neceffary 
that they could not be difpenfed with without great inconvenience 
to the inhabitants of the colonies j and they were fuch as either 
could not be raifed in America, or in the raifmg and manufafture of 
which it was not the intereft of the colonifts to be employed. 

On this ground their political writers fet to work. They main- 
tained that the new aft was a branch of the fame fyftem which had 
been introduced in Mr. Grenyille's adminiftration for enflaving Ame- 
rica : That it was in every refpeft as unconftitutional as the ftamp 
aft : That the mother-country, guided by fuch councils and purfu- 
ing fuch arbitrary meafures, was rather to be confidered as a malig- 
nant ftep-mother than an indulgent parent : That fhe envied the 
profperity of the colonies, and feemed determined to crufli and 
keep them down : And that it was therefore a duty which the in- 
habitants 
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habitants of the colonies owed not only to themfelvcs but to their Introd uftjon . 
pofterity, to withftand fuch illegal exadions; becaufe, if they fub- 1767. 
fiutted to one, it would afford a precedent for another^ and that to a 
third; until, by the continued renewal and extenfion of fuch im* 
ppfitione, they would be drained of the little wealth they pof- 
feffed, and be at laft reduced to poverty and diftrefs. Such were the 
arguments ufed to excite an oppolition to the new aGt of parliament 
amongfl: the people of the colonies ; and 'meeting with no contra- 
diction, the effed: which they would have upon the public mind 
may be eafily conceived. 

• The inattention of government to thefe publications was one 
great caufe of haftening the American revolution. For whilft the 
colonial newfpapers were -filled with inflammatory publications, 
tending to excite jealoufy and promote difcontent, to throw fuC- 
picions on every a£t of the Britifti government extending to Ame- 
rica, and by degrees to leflen that veneration for the naother-country 
with which the inhabitants of, at leafl a part of, the Britifh colonies 
were once imprefled ; only one or two writerswere employed on 
the other fide to countcradl the effedts of fuch feditious publications, 
to fupport the caufe of the mother-country, and for a time to keep 
the courfe of public opinion fufpended, until the matters in difpute 
could be fairly and difpaflionatcly confidered. 

It is to the province of Maflachufets Bay that we are hencefor- 
ward to look for thofe caufes which had a more immediate influence 
in accelerating the American revolution. The foundation of this 
revolution was indeed laid in the meeting of the firft congrefs ; not 
perhaps by any aftual agreement to refill the power of the mother- 
country, but by incorporating and uniting the grievances of all the 
colonies, and making them the fubjedt of common complaint. 
Whence it followed, that whenever afterwards any fingle colony 
brought upon itfelf the difpleafure of the mother-country, the caufe 
Vol. I. I of 
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Introduaton , ^f ^hg^f colonj was cfpoufed by all the reft ; and the refradory urw 
1768. governable fpirit of the inhabitants of Maflachufets Bay, for ever 
running into exceffes, and breaking forth into outrages againft law- 
ful authority, and thereby bringing down upon the province the 
confequent animadverfions and chaftifements of the mother;-country^ 
furniihed to the affemblies of the other colonies a nevey-failing 
fource of difquiet, uneafmefs, remonftrance and complaint; untii^ 
by fucceffive altercations with government, their paffions became in- 
flamed, refentment was kindled^ and all refpe£t for the mother- 
country being in time thrown afide, the bonds of union which con^ 
oeded her with the colonies were. at laft violently rent aliinder. 
The tranfadions in this province will therefore occupy a principal 
part in the following pages, down to the year 1 774, 

There had been no good agreement between the governor * and 
the inhabitants of Maflachufets Bay from the time of the ftamp adt. 
He had on that, and indeed on every other occafion, fliewn himfelf 
adlive and zealous in maintaining the authority of the mother- 
country, as far as it was in his power ; and this condud of itfelf was 
fufiicient to make him unpopular. He had lived long enough in 
the province to be fully acquainted with the charadler of the people 
over whom he prefided, and by his knowledge and experience was 
enabled to penetrate into their defigns, which he did not fail to lay 
open to the Britifh miniftry. The animadverfions on their condufl: 
contained in fome of the government difpatches, which it was ne- 
ceflary ta lay before the aflembly, difcovered to them the nature of 
their governor's communications ; and they, on their part, charged 
him. with mifreprefentation. In the preceding year he had exer- 
cifed the prerogative of putting a negative on fome of the violent 
men of the patriotic party> whom the aflembly had eleded as coun- 

* Sir Francis BrrnanL 
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fisMors, The excluded membeifs felt this as a grpfs afFroat, and be- introduaioH . 
came his inveterate enemies. Their influence with the people was 1.768., 
great, and they fcrupled not to ufe it in ftirring them up to thwart 
the governor, gratifying their private refentment at the expence of 
the public, tranquillity : And to the efforts of thefe refliefs and dif- 
contented men may, in part, be afcribed the perturbed and unquiet 
ftate of this province during the whole of the enfuing year. 

The firft fymptoms of a determined oppofition to the ad of the 
laft feffion of parliament for impofmg duties in America appeared at 
Bofton in the month of October of the preceding year; where the 
inhabitants, at a meeting held in their, town-hall, agreed' to enter 
into aflfodations to encourage manufadures amon^ftthemfelves, tO; 
difcountenance luxuries of all forts, and to difcootintie the importa- 
tion from Great Britain of all fuch fuperfluous articles of ^refs and 
clothing as neceffity did not abfolutely require. But the aft which, 
gave them moft uneafinefs was that which eftablifhed a board of 
cuftoms in America. Under the infpe£tion and fuperintendence of 
that board they dreaded a more rigorous execution of the laws of 
trade than they had been yet accuftomed to. Their apprehenfions 
were the greater becaufe the refidence of this board was fixed to be 
at Bofton : And their chagrin was the more diftreffing, from a con- 
viction that this, of all the ads which had been paflTed, was tlie Icaft 
liable to be aflfailed by objediqns of any confiderable weight or im- 
portance. 

When the affembly of that province met in the month of January 
of the prefent year, they entered upon a genetal confideration of 
grievances. A petition was prepared, to be prefented to the king, 
complaining not only of the afts of the laft feffion of parliament, 
but of every other ad which had been pafTed for impofing duties in 
America fmce the year 1763. A very long letter was written to 
their agent in England, inftruding him how to controvert thefe adls 

I 2 upon 
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introdaaion . ypcn grounds of hatural right, and upon general principles of 
«7oS- equity, policy, and commerce; and letters were alfo tranfmitted ta 
the lords of the treafury, the fecretaries of ftate, the marquis of 
Rockingham, the earl of Chatham, and lord Camden, pleading the 
caufe of America, and intreating the exertion of their influence and 
abilities in furthering the ohjcQi of the petition. ""^ 

Thefe ftep§ having been taken for inducing a favourable hearing of 
their complaints in England, they now had recourfe to the fame 
kind of policy which had before been fuccefsfuUy pradifed in pp- 
pofmg the ftamp aft ; thinking the prefent a favourable opportunity 
for renewing their correfpondence with the other colonial aflfemblies, 
and for (limulating them to prefer fimilar complaints. With thb 
view a circular letter was addreffed to the aifemblies of all the other 
colonies, communicating the deliberations of the ail^mbly of MaiTap-^ 
chufets Bay, on the late a€ts of parliament for impofing duties in 
America ; giving a full detail of the grounds of argument which 
ttey had uCed to expofe tlje evil tendency of thefe ads, in their pc- 
iMon to the king, in the inftrudions to their agent, and in their 
letters to the great officers of ftate in England ; cxpreffing a . hope 
that meafiices of a fimilar nature would be adopted by all the aflem-^ 
blies upon the continent ; and intimating a readinefs and a wiih to 
receive from thefe aflembfies a communication of fuch other mea* 
fures as might to them appear neceffary to be purfued for the general 
intereft of the whole. 

This letter bore date the nth of February. A copy of it was 
without delay fent to England by the governor, and gave much> 
difpleafure to the Britifli adminiftration. They viewed it as a wicked 
attempt in the aflembly of Maflachufets Bay to light up again the 
flames of difcord in the colonies, and as the commencement of a 
plan of regular oppofition to the authority of the mother-country* 
And in order to countera^ its eflfeds, the fecretary of ftate for 

American 
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American affairstjOnthe 22d of April, wrote an admonitory letter to the Introdu6«on ; 
governors of the colonies, to be by them laid before their aflemblies, in 17^8. 
which the circular letter of the affembly of MaflachufetsBay was con- 
demned as a meafure of a moft dangerous and factious tendency, calcu- 
' lated to inflame the minds of his majefty's good fubjeds in the colo- 
nies, to promote an unwarrantable combination, to excite an oppofition 
to the authority of parliament, and to fubvert the true principles of 
the conftitution: And the colonial aflembiies were admonifhed not to 
fuflfer themfelves to be led away from, their duty, nor to give any 
countenance to this mifchievous .effort of the MafTachufets Bay 
aflembly for exciting difcordj but rather to treat it with the con- 
tempt it deferyed. 

But this adminiftration did not accord with the fentiments of the 
leading men in the colonies. They maintained that the colonial af- 
femblies had a right to confult together and freely to communicate their 
obfervations to each other, on the fubjeft of their common grievances ; 
and they confidered the interference of the Britifli miniftry, on the 
prefent occafion, as an unjuftifiable attempt to difcourage and pre- 
vent the inhabitants of the colonies from exercifing the undoubted 
right of Britifti fubjedts to prefer their united fupplications to the 
throne whenever they thought themfelves aggrieved. 

And thus the letter from the fecretary of ftate became the fubjefl: 
of fevere animadverfion, and gave occafion to feme new and angry 
refolutions in feveral of the colonial aflemblies : Whilft the circular 
letter from MafTachufets Bay was well received and approved of, and 
produced all the efFedl which was expected from it. Petitions formed 
on the model of that of Maflfachufets Bay were tranfmitted to Eng- 
land from all the colonies. 

♦ A new arrangement took place at the beginning of the prefent year, in the fecretary of 
date's ofiBce ; a third fecretary being appointed for the department of the colonies. 

I Thofe 
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Introduaton , Thofc fliadcs of diflference which had originally charaderized thfe 
1768. refoiutions of the diflferent aflemblies, and which were moft confpi- 
cuous in thofe of Maflachufets Bay and Virginia, now began to 
difappear. The republican notions and high pretenfions of the 
people of New England were daily gaining ground : And the afit of 
the laft feffion of parliament for impofing duties, although appa- 
rently framed for the purpofe of coinciding with the political creed 
of the fouthern colonies, was now as much condemned in the af- 
fembly of Virginia as it had been in that of Maffachufets Bay ; the 
aflembly of Virginia getting rid of their former diftindtion between 
internal taxes, by maintaining that the duties payable by this a£t, 
although on the importation of merchandize, were as much internal 
as thofe of the ftamp adt, becaufe they were impofed not for the pur- 
pofe of regulation, but of raifmg a revenue. 

The letter from the fecretary of ftate to the governor of Mafla- 
chufets Bay inftrufted him to require the aflembly of his province 
to refcind the refolution of the preceding feflion, which had given 
birth to the circular letter, as it appeared to have paflfed near the end 
of the aflembly, and in a thin houfe ; and if they fliould refufe, he 
was direded to diflblve them. This requifition was accordingly 
made in the month of June; and the aflembly, having refufed to 
comply with it by a majority of ninety-two againft feventeen, was 
diflblved by the governor, in purfuance of his inftrudlions. 

Previous to the diflblution of the aflembly, the ill-humour, dif- 
content, chagrin, and vexation of the inhabitants of Bofton, aggra- 
vated by fome new regulations introduced by the commiflioners of 
the cufl:oms for checking the clandeftine practices of the former, in 
the landing and Clipping of goods, broke forth into fuch an open 
and violent refiftance of lawful authority, as threatened fpeedily to 
involve the whole province in rebellion. 

The 
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' The floop Liberty, belonging to John Hancock, one of their prin- 
x:ipal merchants, had amved in the harbour of Bofton, laden with 
wine, and a tide-waiter had been put on board to prevent the cargo 
from being landed, tintil (he fhould be entered at the cuftom-houfc 
and receive a permit to unlade. On the night after her arrival, and 
before ftie was entered at the cuftom-houfe, the matter of the vefleN 
having in vain tampered with the preventive officer to obtain his per- 
miffion, at laft forcibly locked him up in the cabin, and proceeded 
to difcharge the wine; taking oil from the fhore in lieu of it, with 
which the veflel was reladen before the morning. Information of 
this outrageous proceeding having been given at the cuftom-houfe, 
the colledior, on the evening of the following day, being the loth of 
June, made a feizure of the floop, and put her for fafety under the 
protection of the Romney fhipof war. The floop was accordingly 
removed from the wharf where flie lay, and moored in the harbour 
under the ftem of the Romney. This was no fooner feen from the 
fliore than a mob aflfembled; the eolledor and controller of the 
cuftotns were beaten and abufed, and in making their efcape were 
peked with ftones: The commiflioners of the cuftoms were threatened, 
their houfes were attacked, and they themfelves were obliged to take 
refuge on board the Romney : And finally, the colledtor's boat was 
carried in triumph, and burnt before the door of the owner of the 
floop. Such were the riotous proceedings on the evening of the 
feizure of the floop Liberty. 

On the following day the commiflioners of the cuftoms applied 
to the governor for prot^ftion : Their application was by him com- 
municated to the council and aflfembly, whofe advice and afliftance 
he requefted ; but advice was not given, nor aflfiftance oflfered — the 
commiflioners met with no protection : And the threats againft them 
being continued, they were at laft obliged to retire for fafety to 
Caftle Williami. a fortrefa fituated upon an ifland at the mouth of 

the 
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intioduaion . the harbour. In the mean time, on the 14th of June, a town mect- 
17^8. ing was held, and fo far were the inhabitants of Bofton from diC- 
countenancing the refiftance which had been made to lawful autho- 
rity, that they prefented a remonftrance to the governor on the 
feizure of the floop, and the circumftance of her being put under 
the protedtion of a fhip of war; and accompanied it with this ftrange 
requeft, that he would order his majefly's fhip the Romney out of the 
harbour. All this happened during the fitting of the council and 
aflembly; and yet no one ftep was taken by them, for afliftiag the 
governor in reftoring energy to government, or in prote&ingits 
officers in the execution of their duty. 

Reprefentations on the fubje<a of this tumult and infurredion 
were made not only by the governor but by the cbmmiffioners of 
the cuftqms to the Britifti miniftry ; and troops were ordered to be 
fent tp Bofton to aid the civil power. A rumour of the orders which 
had been given having reached Bofton before the arrival of the 
troops, filled the inhabitants with new alarms and apprehenfions ; 
and a town meeting being called on the 1 2th of September, a petiti- 
on from the inhabitants was prefented to the governor, intreating him 
to convene the general aflembly. To this petition the governor an- 
fwered, that he had difl[blved the aflembly in confequence of an in- 
ftruftion, and that it was not in his power to call another until he 
received his majefty's orders for that purpofe. The governor's an-- 
fwer did not contribute to allay the ferment which the expected ar- 
rival of the troops had occafioned; and the people of Bofton, goaded 
on by their faftious and difcontentcd leaders, conceived and adopted 
in their prefent flate of perplexity the new and daring refolution of 
laflembling a (convention of the people. For this purpofe the town 
meeting was adjourned to the following day, when they voted and 
refolved, that they were under no obligation of fubmitting to laws 
to which they had not given their confent, either by themfelves or 

their 
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their «prefentatives, that the levying of money within the province Inttxxluaion. 
for the ufe of the crown, without the confent of the general aflembly, 1768. 
is a violation of their charter and of their natural rights as fubjed«, 
declared in theJftatuteof the i W. & M.; that the fending an armed 
force amongft them without their confent, would be an infringement 
of thefe rights, and the Employing of fuch a force to aid the exe- 
cution of laws to which they had not given their confent, an in- 
tolerable grievance. And as the governor had declared himfelf un- 
able tb call a general aflembly for the redrefs of grievances, they 
refolved it to be expedient that a convention of the people Ihould be 
held. They appointed four perfons to reprefent them in this con- 
vention, one of whom was the owner of the*floop, the feizure of 
^hich had occafioncd the tumult. They direfted the feledt men to 
write to the fele£k men of the other towns in the province, to inform 
them of thefe proceedings at the town meeting of Bofton, and to pro- 
pofe a convention to be held on the 22d of the fame month. They 
refolved that the inhabitants of Bofton (hould be requefted to pro- 
vide themfelves with arms, purfuant to a law of the province which 
hid been too much negle<fted, afligning as a reafon for this vote, a 
prevailing apprehenfion of an approaching war with France ; and 
laftly, they requefted that the minifters of the town would fet apart 
the following Tuefday as a day of fafting and prayer. 

In piirfuance of thefe votes, letters were written by the feleft men; 
and deputies were appointed to meet in the propofed convention by 
all the townfhips in the province, that of Hatfield alone excepted; 
the inhabitants cf which not only refufed to appoint deputies for the 
convention, but wrote an expoftulatory letter to the feleft men of 
Bofton, upbraiding the inhabitants of that town with their riotous 
behaviour, charging them with being the caufe, by their milcondud, 
^ why troops were to be fent into the province ; admonifhing them 
ihat tlieir future orderly behaviour was the only way to procure a 
Vol. L K removal 
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introiuaiop. removal of the troops, and protefting againft the propofed converi-^ 
17681 tioh as a meafure that was unconftitutional, illegal, and unjufti-r 
liable, fubverfive of government, 2ind deftrudive of the peace of 
fociety. 

The convention met on the twenty-Jfecond of September, and confift- 
ed of deputies from ninety-eight towns and eight diftrids. Their firft 
aft was to fend a deputation to the governor with a meflage, in which 
they difclaim all pretence to authoritative or governmental ad:s, allege 
that they were met, in that dark and diftreC$fijil time^ only tp coniult 
and advife fuch meafures as might promote the peace of }iis majefty's 
fubjefts in that province, and conclude with intreating him to call 
an aflembly. The governor refufed to receive their meflage, and the 
next day iflfued a proclamation in which he warned them of their 
danger, if they fhouW proceed to any kind of bufmefs, admoniflbed 
them to difperfe, and threatened, if they did not, to aflert the prero- 
gative of the crown in a more public manner. 

Whether the members of this convention were difconcerted by 
the governor's firmnefs, or whether they began to think that they 
had gone too far in aflembling not only without but againft his conr 
fent, is uncertain : But their proceedings during their fhort feflion 
were uncommonly mild and moderate, and did not feem to corre- 
fpond with the temper of mind manifefted in the votes of the town 
meeting at Bofton. Their proceedings were only a petition to be 
prefented to the king againft the late afts of parliament, and a report 
ftatingthe caufes of their meetings and the objedts which they had 
taken into ccmfideratiom In this report they again dildaimed aU 
pretence to authority, recommended to the people to pay deference 
to government, and wait with patience the refult of his majefty's 
wifdom and clemency, and promifed for themfelves to aflift the civil 
magiftrate in preferving the peace. Thefe papers having been pre- 
pared and difpatched to their agent in England, their meeting wa|S 

diflbjved 
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diflblved on the twenty-ninth of September, the day on which the Introduaioo . 
firft divifion of the troops arrived at Bofton. 17^?- 

Upon the arrival of the troops fome difficulties arofe about quar- 
tering them; the council propofmg that they fhould be fent to 
Caftle William, where barracks were already erefted, inftead of being- 
quartered in the town, where there were none ; but it was neceflary 
that the troops fhould be quartered in the place where their affiftance 
was required : And' all objiedlions were at laft obviated by hiring 
fome empty houfes in the town, which were fitted up and converted 
into barracks. The turbulence of the people being reftrained by the 
prefence of the troops, peace was thus for a time reftored to Bofton. 
The commiffioners and other officers of the cuftoms returned from 
Caftle William ; and bufinefs began to be carried on in its ufual 
courfe. 

In the province of New York the aflembly having made fubmiffion, 
and complied with the terms of the mutiny adl, were reftored to the 
exercifc of their legiflative fundtions. 

The fuccefs of the circular letter from the aflembly of Maflachufets 
Bay in exciting the other colonial aflemblies to petition for a redrefs 
of grievances has been already noticed. But petitions were not the 
only means to which they trufted for relief. Aflbciations were again 
reforted to for diftreffing the trade of the mother-country, and for 
influencing the mercantile and manufa(9:uring intereft in England to 
beftir themfelves in behalf of the colonies. To have reftrained all 
importation from Great Britain would at that time have diftrefl^ed 
themfelves more than thofe whom they meant to injure: It was 
therefore propofed, that the importation of the more neceflary ar- 
ticles of merchandize fliould be continued, and thofe only which 
were lefs neceflfary be prohibited. The concurrence of the mer- 
chants was indifpenfable : And as the neceflTary articles of merchandize 
were diflferent in diflferent colonies, it became no eafy matter toadjuft 

K 2 their 
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Introduaion. ^jj^jj^ jarring interefts ; fo that although various attempts had been 
ijotj. made to introduce thefe aflbciations in the beginning of the year, it 
was not till the end of it that they met with any thing like a general 
acceptance. The importation of the prohibited articles was to 
ceafe from the firft of January 1 769 : And the effeft which thefe 
combinations had upon the commerce of the mother- country will be 
feen hereafter. 

Sucli were the principal tranfadlions in America during the year 
1768. 
1769. Upon the meeting of the parliament in England, the diforderly 

and difobedient ftate of the province of Maffachufets Bay was men- 
tioned in the fpeech from the throne, and became the fubjedt of de- 
bate early in the feflion. 

The miniftry now feemed determined to aft with more than ufual 
vigour in attempting to fubdue that daring fpirit of refiftance to the 
authority of parliament, which had fhewn itfelf by this time in fome 
degree in all the colonies, but moft unjuftifiably in the province of 
Maffachufets Bay, in the provoking tranfaftions of the preceding year. 
Thefe tranfaftions were accordingly made the ground of fundry par- 
liamentary refolutions, in which they were recited with every cir- 
cumftance of aggravation, and branded with every epithet of dif- 
approbation which could ferve to mark the high difpleafure of the 
Britifh parliament. The town of Bofton was declared to be in a 
ftate of diforder and difobedience to law. The difmclination of the 
council and affembly to affift in fuppreffmg the riots was feverely 
cenfured ; and the neceflity of fending a military force to aid the civil 
power was fully juftified. Thefe refolutions having been agreed to 
and paffed, a joint addrcfs from both houfes of parliament was pre- 
ferited to hismajefty, approving of the fteps which had been already 
taken for maintaining the authority of the mother- country, and de- 
claring their readinefs to concur in fuch other meafures as nwght be 
I thought 
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thought neceflary for that purpofe. The addrefs concluded with 
recommending to his majefty to bring the authors of the difturbances 
to exemplary punifhment ; to inftrud: governor Bernard of Mafla- 
chufets Bay to tranfmit to England full information of all treafonable 
afts committed within his province during the preceding year, to- 
gether with the names of the offenders ; to revive the execution of 
the ftatute of 35 Hen. VIII. for trying within the realm of England 
treafons committed beyond the feas ; and to ifliie a fpecial commif- 
fion for that purpofe, if upon receiving governor Bernard's report 
fuch a proceeding (hould appear to be neceflary. 

Thefe refolutions and this addrefs, although finally paflfed by a 
great majority, were not voted without confiderable oppofition. 
The Rockingham and GrenviHe parties united their force to op- 
pofe them, and diftrefs the miniftry. The irregularities and extrava- 
gances of the people of Bofton (for in fuch gentle terms were they 
fpoken of) were either palliated or excufed. It was faid that this 
fimple and inoffenfive people had been driven to madnefs when 
they perceived that the taxes of which they now complained were 
not laid upon them by the influence of their enemies, but of their 
friends ; of thofe friends too who had oppofed the ftamp aft, and 
had totally denied to the Britifh parliament the right of impofing 
taxes in America. And the oppofition, far from feeming to Ihrink 
from their defence, on the contrary upbraided the miniftry with 
giving them the appellation of rebellious and difobedient fubjeds. 

Such fpeeches, whatever might be the intention of thofe who, 
made them, were deftruftive of the authority which the parliament 
wifhed to maintain. They often gave the tone to the fubfequent 
meafures purfued by the American patriots, who exerted themfelves 
to verify the prediftions which their friends in parliament had pre- 
vit)ully made. They were the means of ralfinga party in favour of 
America, even in Great Britain. And on the prefent occafion they 

were 
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were calculated to encourage the inhabitants of Maflachufets Bay to 
perfift in their refradory courfe, when they found that even the 
provoking infults offered to government in the preceding year met 
with fuch able defenders in the Britifti parliament. 

That part of the minifterial plan which advifed the execution of 
the almoft obfolete ftatute of the ^5 Hen. VIII. for the trial of trea- 
fons committed beyond the feas, gave the moft ferious concern to 
all thofe inhabitants of the colonies whofe attachment to the mother- 
country was yet unfhaken. It was a meafure of feverity which the 
miniftry probably did not intend to execute ; but for that reafon it 
ought not to have been threatened. To be torn from a man's fa- 
mily and friends, tranfported acrofs an extenfive ocean, landed in a 
ftrange country as a prifoner and criminal, and tried by a jury not 
of his vicinage but of ftrangers, unacquainted with him or his cha- 
rafter, and whom even the important formality of bringing the pri- 
foner from fuch a diftance to England for trial would be apt to im-* 
prefs with an idea of extraordinary guilt — all thefe, with others 
which might be mentioned, were circumftances of fuch hardfhip as 
could not fail to arreft the attention of even the moft carelefs and 
unthinking colonift, and incline him to queftion the foundation of 
an authority liable to be exercifed in a way fo oppreffive. In faft, 
the threatened revival of this arbitrary ftatute alienated the affedlion 
of the loyal and well-difpofed amongft the inhabitants of the colo- 
nies more than any thing which the Britifti parliament had yet at- 
tempted. Even thofe who were the moft friendly to government, 
and who on other occafions were accuftomed to juftify to their 
neighbours the proceedings of parliament, ftirunk from the defence 
of it. It was univerfally reprobated as an unjuftifiable meafure, 
from the pradical exercife of which every feeling mind muft revolt 
with horror. 

In 
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Til the province of Maflachufets Bay, where the diforders chiefly Introduaion* 
prevailed which this fevere meafure was intended to reprefs, and 17^9- 
where a military force was ready to execute the orders of the civil 
power, it produced at firft fome little effedl *. The writers of fedU 
tiouS publications for a few weeks defifted from their labours ; but 
no vigorous mcafures being afterwards purfued, their fears were foon 
diflipated. The aflcmbly of that province, far from being intimi- 
dated, entered into refolutions of an oppofite tendency to thofe of the 
BritiA' parliament, and maintained, with rcafon and juftice on their 
fide, that it was the right of every Britilh fubjedt to be tried in that 
country where his fuppofed crime was known to be committed ; and 
that the fending of perfons into another country for trial was tyran- 
nical arid oppreffive, and derogatory of the rights of freemeiT. 
They alfo voted charges again ft their governor for mifconduft, which, 
with a petition praying for his removal," were tranfmitted to their 
agent in England, to be laid before the privy council. 

In the other colondal aflemblies the addrefs of parliament for re- 
viving the execution of the ftatute of ^^ Hen. VIII. produced fe^ 
vere ftridiures on the condudt of the Britifli adminillration who 
could propofe and carry through fueh an arbitrary and tyrannical 
meafure. Refolutions were entered into declarative of their rights 
in cafes of trials for treafon; and thefe, in fome of the colonies, 
were of fo acrimonious a nature, and fo difrefpeftful to the Britifli 
parliament in the opinion of their governors, that they occafioned 
the diftblution of thofe alTemblies who had pafled them. 

So many altercations happened between the American governors 
and their afTemblics during the preceding as well as the prelent year, 
that dilTolutions were now become very frequent : But inllead of 
ferving to fupport the authority of the mother-country, they wer€;/-A 

♦ GoYcrnor Hutchinfon*8 Letter, 27th April 1770. 

ill 
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introdiiaJon. {^ reality prejudicial to it, by diffufing more widely, upon the re* 
1769. turn of the members to their conftituents, that diftefpedt to parliaf 
ment, and that ill-humour, heat, and animofity, the appearance of 
which in the affemblies had produced their diflblution. 

From the time of the drrival in America of the parliamentary te- 
folutions of the prefent year, thofe who promoted the « aflbciations 
met with very little farther obftrudion. Committees were appointed 
by the people in all the principal towns, whofe bufiriefs it was to 
examine cargoes upon their arrival from Great Britain, aqd^makb 
reports to their conftituents how fer the afTociation hadfceen faith- 
fully adhered to, and in Svhat inftances it had been infringed. 
Meetings of the aflbciators were regularly held for' receiving thofe 
reports: And at thofe meetings votes of cenfure were pafled upon 
■delinquents^ and their names publiflied in the newfpapers to expofe 
them to the hatred of the populace. In fome inftances goods im- 
ported contrary to the aflbciation were ftored to prevent them &0m 
being fold; and in others, in order to prevent them from being de- 
ftroyed, they were re-fhipped to Great Britain. 

The effeiSt which fuch proceedings had on the commerce of the 
mother-country became very foon perceptible. It was found, that 
the merchandize exported to America in the year 1 769 had fallen 
fhort of what had. been exported tp the fame place in the preceding 
year by the fum of feven hundred and forty-four thoufand pounds. 
It was found too, that the revenue arifmg from the duties payable 
in America was yearly decreafing * : And as the aflbciations which 
had been entered into were not againft the ufe of the prohibited ar- 
ticles, provided they were not of the produce or manufafture of 

• The fums applied by parliament out of this revenue in the following years will flicw the 

decreafe : 

In 1767 applied by parliament ;^i 10,000 

1768 • — : — • J 70,000 

1769 ' ■ ■ ■ > ■ ' 36,000 

Great 
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Great Britain nor imported from thence, it was mauifeft that the i^tnoauaion. 

demand for fiich articles would be transferred to foreign countries; 

and from them they began to be fmuggled into America, in confider- 

able quantities. And thus, in confequence of the aflbciations, the 

aft of parliament, which was the principal ground of complaint, 

operated in the colonics as a prohibition on Britifti manufactures and 

as a bounty and encouragement, no only to thofe of America but thofe 

too of foreign countries. The merchants trading to America were 

alfo alarmed, and prefented a petition to parliament, praying for a 

repeal of the adl which had given fo much offence in that country, 

fetting forth the lofs which the mother-country had already fuftained 

in the declenfion of the colonial trade, and dating the more ruinous 

confequences which they ftill apprehended if the repeal was longer 

delayed. 

Influenced by fomc or all of thefe confiderations, lord North, novf 
firft lord of the treafury *, as well as chaiacellor of the exchequer, 
on the 5th of March moved fundry refolutions in the houfe of com- 
mons for difcontinuing all the duties payable in America under the 
adl of parliament of the year 1767, the duty on tea only excepted. 
The minifter, in moving thefe refolutions, did not hefitate to condemn 
the adt by which thefe duties had been impofed, as a m6afure that 
was at leaft impolitic, becaufe the articles on which the duties were 
payable being chiefly Britifh manufadures, the exportation of them 
to the colonies, infliead of being clogged with duties, ought rather to 
have been encouraged^ He alfo admitted that the duty on tea was 
refervcd for the fole purpofe of favingthe national honour, and main- 
taining the authority of parliament : A duty which was too infignifi- 

• Early in January of this year lord chancellor Camden w'as difmifTcd from his oflScc, and 
many others of the miniftry rcfigned. On the 28th of that month the duke of Grafton rc- 
figncd the office of firft lord of the treafury, but continued to vote with the miniftry. The 
carl of Cliatham, from ill health, had rcfigned the office of lord privy fcal in November 1768. 

Vol. I. L cant 
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introduaion. cant to be noticed by the inhabitants of the colonies, unlefs they were 
1770. at all events determined to quarrel with the mother-country, the 
whole produce of it being eftimated at no more than fixteen thoufand 
pounds per annum. 

The members of oppofition, on the other hand, contended that 
the duty on tea ought to be taken off with the reft ; alleging that, 
unlefs this was done, the difcontinuing of the other duties would be 
ufelefs, fiace the Americans queftioned not fo much the amount of 
the duties as the right to impofe them. To this the minifter replied, 
that the Americans could have no reafon to complain, becaufe, at the 
time when the duty of three-pence per pound payable in Anijerica 
was impofed, other duties upon tea payable in England,, and amount- 
ing to near one (hilling per pound, were taken off upon its export- 
ation to America; fo that the inhabitants of the colonies, inftead of 
lofing, adually faved by this impofition nearly nine-pence per pound 
on all the tea which they ufed. The refolutions were carried a& 
they had been at firft moved by tlie minifter j and a bill which was 
introduced in purfuance of them paffed through both houfes of par- 
liament, and received the royal affent on the 2 2d of April. 

Whilft the minifter was thus taking meafures for giving fatiC- 
faftion to the colonies, an unfortunate incident happened at Boftoa 
in Maffachufets Bay, wluch fo exafperated the turbulent and difcon- 
tented inhabitants of that province, as to banifh from amongft thenv 
all prefent thoughts of a cordial reconciliation with the Britifh go- 
vernment. 

So long as the military force which we have feen was fent to, 
Bofton in the autumn of the year 1768, continued refpedable ia 
point of number, fo long the town remained tolerably quiet ; but as 
foon as that was weakened by the departure of two out of the four 
regiments which had been ftationed there, the formier ill-humour of 
the inhabitants returned. The troops were vilified and lampooned 

in 
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111 the newfpapers ; the foldiers, when met fingly in the ftreets, were ^"troduaitm 
infulted; and every method was taken to degrade them in the opi- 1770. 
nion, and expofe them to the hatred and contempt of the populace. 
Daily fcuffles now happened between the lower clafles of people in 
the town, and the foldiers when not on duty : And fo much ani- 
mofity had been excited by the virulent publications in the newf- 
papers, that a defign is faid to have been formed of driving the troops 
from Bofton by force, in which the people from the country were 
to have aflifted. But if fuch a defign was formed, the execution of 
it became unneceflary in confequence of the incident which we are 
now to relate. 

On the evening of the fifth of March, the fame day on which the 
Britifh minifter moved his refolutions in the houfe of commons for 
difcontinuing the American duties, a quarrel arofe at Bofton be- 
tween two or three young men of the town, and as many foldiers at 
or near their barracks. From words they proceeded to blows : And 
the foldiers having vanquilhed their opponents were feen purfuirig 
them through the ftreets. The alarm to the populace was given by 
ringing the bells of the churches: And the people of the townaflem- 
bling in great numbers at the cuftom-houfe, began to crowd round 
the fentinel who was pofted there, and not only infulted him but 
threatened his life. Captain Prefton, the officer on duty for the day, 
who had by this time received information of the tumult, proceeded 
immediately to the main guard j and hearing that the fentinel placed 
at the cuftom-houfe had been threatened, fearing too that the cuf- 
tom-houfe might be in danger, he fent a party, under the command 
of a ferjeant, to proteft the one and fecure the other ; and from 
greater precaution foon afterwards followed and took tlie command 
of the party himfelf. He endeavoured to prevailupon the people 
to difperfe, but in vain. The mob now became more riotous, not 
only reviling the foldiers v/ith abufivc language, but throwing ftones 
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intrcJuaion . ^t them, and whatever elfe came in their way. One of the foldierar 
1770. received a blow from fomething that was thrown, and levelled his 
mufket : The oflScer ftretching out his arm to prevent the foldier from 
firing, was ftruck with a club, and the mulket was difcharged. The 
attack from the mob became more violent, and the reft of the fol- 
diers following the example of their comrades, difcharged their 
pieces fmgly and in a fcattered manner, by which four of the popu- 
lace were killed and feveral others wounded. They were intimi- 
dated, and for a moment fled ; but foon afterwards coUedling, took 
their ftation in an adjoining ftreet. The drums beat to arms, the 
reft of the troops were aflembled, and the whole towa was in the 
utmoft confufion; — a town meeting was held, and a deputation was 
fent to the governor, requefting him to remove the troops from the 
-town. The governor called together the council, and the council 
giving it as their opinion, that the removal of the troops from the 
town would be for his majefty's fervice, the commanding officer 
promifed to comply with their advice. Captain Prefton furrendered 
himfelf for trial ; and the foldiers under his command at the cuftom^ 
houfe were taken into cuftody ; the mob difperfed, and the follow- 
ing day the troops were removed to Caftle William. 

Some days afterwards the bodies of thofe who had been killed in 
the riot were carried in proceffion through the town, attended by 
an immenfe concourfe of people, and interred with much funeral 
pomp. In this proceflion flags were expofed to view with emblem 
matical devices, calculated to inflame the paflions of the multitude^ 
and infpire them vnith deadly revenge ; and in the newfpapers the 
tranfaftions of the fifth of March were reprefented as a deliberate 
murder on the part of the troops, and as an atrocious maflacre of 
the unoflending inhabitants. 

Whilft fuch unjuflifiable means were ufed to prejudice and poifon 
the minds of the people, fortunate it was for the officer and foldiers 
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now in cuftody that their trials were delayed till the month of Ofto- Introd ucilor .. 

ber. By that time the ferment which had been ftirred up had in 

fome meafure fubfided, and the rancorous hatred of the populace 

againft the troops was in part abated. When the trials came on, 

the officer, after a mod rigorous inquiry into his condud and the 

examination of near fifty w^itnefles, was moft honourably acquitted. 

The four judges who attended the trial were unanimous in their 

opinions upon the fa(3:s which were given in evidence; and thelaft* 

who delivered his fentiments concluded his charge in a few empha- 

tical words w^hich did honour to his independence and loveof juftice, 

and at the fame time furnifhed the bcft comment on the whole 

tranfadlion. " Happy I am/' faid he, " that after fuch ftridt exa- 

** mination the condudt of the prifoner appears in fo fair a light ; 

" yet I feel myfelf at the fame time deeply afFeded, that this affair 

** turns out fo much to the difgrace of every perfon concerned 

" againft him, and fo much to the fhame of the town in general." 

Six of the foldicrs were alfo acquitted, and two only convided of 

manflaughter. 

The intelligence of the ad of parliament for difcontinuing the 
American duties having reached Bofton whilft the minds of the in- 
habitants were yet agitated with the recent recollection of the me- 
lancholy events of the fifth of March, made no impreffion as a ftcp 
towards reconciliation, but when viewed as a conccffion forced and 
extorted from the mother-country, yielded the moft picafing fa- 
tisfadtion. 

In all the colonies, and in Mafllichufcts Bay as well as the reft, 
the embarraflinents and inconveniences arifing from the aflbcialions 
had by this time become irkfome to the inhabitants : The want of 
fome things which could not ftriftly be called neceflaries, but w hich 
from long ufc and habit were become almoft indifpen fable, had been 

• Judge I^yndex. 
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fevercly felt: And the people had become fo weary of the engage- 
ments which they had entered into, that upon receiving the intelli- 
gence of even a partial repeal of the adl of parliament which had 
been the caufe of their complaints, they held the aflbciations to be 
no longer binding, except for the fmgle article of tea, on which the 
duty was ftill payable. In reality, thofe aflbciations, from the tenor 
of them, ought to have fubfifted in full force until the adl for im- 
pofing the duties had been wholly repealed; and attempts were made 
jn all the colonies to induce the people to conftrue them thus (Iridly 
But the inconveniences already experienced were fo great, that all 
the influence of the patriots was infufEcient to prevail upon the 
people to fubmit to a farther continuance of them. The intercourfe 
with the mother-country was now therefore again opened for every 
thing but the importation of tea: And during the remainder of this 
year and the whole of the next, commerce flowed into the American 
colonies in a tide unufually full. 

By the ad of the lafl: feflion of parliament for repealing the Ame- 
rican duties, introduced by the Britifh minifter, and carried through 
by his influence, it muft be confefled that he went a great way to meet 
the wiihes of the colonial inhabitants: But if entire reconciliation was 
his objeil:, he did not go far enough. The refervation of the infigni- 
iicant duty on tea was iuflicient'to give a fair pretence to the patriotic 
party * in the colonies to urge, that although the Britilh parliament 
had now been twice foiled in its attempts to tax the colonies, it ftill 
made prctcnfions to the right, and only waited for a more convenient 
opportunity to accomplilh this favourite objedt, the duty on tea being 
rcierved for the folc purpofe of eftablifliing a precedent for the ex- 
ercile of that right. In both thcfe unfuccefsful attempts at taxation 
the colonial patriots faw, or aflfedcd to fee, that the Britilh parliament 
had reludantly given way, and that the people of the colonics, 

* Perhaps by thii time it might be called the republican party. 

by 
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by refiftance and clamour, had worked out their own falvation; and Introduaion. 
they now renewed their efforts, by frefh publications, to prefervc and 1771. 
keep alive amongft the people that jealouly and diftruft of the Britifh 
government which they had heretofore been fo fuccefsful in exciting, 
and the continuance of which they confidered as the beft fecurity for 
the future maintenance of their rights. 

But notwithftanding thefe endeavours to keep up the ball of con- 
tention, a general calm now fucceeded to their late agitations amongft 
the bulk of the people in the middle and fouthern colonies, more efpe^ 
cially in the latter. If the Britifh parliament had not given entire fatif- 
faftion, nor removed all ground of apprehenfton, the inhabitants of 
thefe colonies were at leaft willing to give it credit for fo much as 
had been done, and feemed difpofed to forget their remaining caufes 
of complaint, provided no new attempt fhould be made to increafe 
them. 

In the New England provinces a very different difpofition of mind 
prevailed. The adl which impofed the duties formed only an in- 
confiderable part of their complaints. The reftriftions upon their 
commerce, the powers granted to the oflScers of the navy to check 
their contraband pradices, the eftablifhment of an American board 
of cuftoms, and the more fteady execution of the laws of trade, 
were to them fubjefts of as much real concern as taxation. The 
total repeal of the adl of parliament of the year 1 767 would not 
have given them fatisfaftion ; and the partial repeal of it they 
received not as a favour conferred, but as a forced and ungracious 
compliance with only a part of what they had a right to demand. 
Far from meeting the mother-country in reciprocal adts of reconci- 
liation, they now affumed a higher tone in confequence of her con- 
ceflions, and difcovered an inclination to extend their clamour and 
demands beyond the limits which they had hitherto fet to them- 
fclves. The affembly of Maflachufets Bay, in an addrefs prefentcd 

to 
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introduaiun. [q their governor on the fifth of July in the prefcnt year, declared 
Tu " that they knew of no commiffioners of the cuftoms, nor any rc- 
" venue which his majefty had a right to eftablifli in North Ame- 
'* rica ;'* and in an indignant ftrain fubjoined, " that they knew and 
" felt a tribute levied and extorted from thofe who, if they were 
" allowed to have property, had alfo a right to the abfolutc difpofal 
" of it." In this province too the fame difpofition to obftruift the 
execution of the revenue laws manifefted itfelf amongft the popu- 
lace as on former occafions. From the time of the removal of the 
troops in the preceding year, the officers of the cuftoms were left 
without protection ; and the populace, not fatisfied with oppofmg 
them in the execution of their duty, proceeded in various inftances 
to much greater lengths, and infiidled upon their perfons the moft 
degrading punifhments. 

Nor was this impatience under the controul of the laws of trade 
confined to Maffachufets Bay. It was perceivable in all the New 
England provinces, and was this year the caufe of a moft outra- 
geous infult offered to government in the deftrudion of the Gafpee 
fchooner, a vcird in his majcfty's fervice, ftationcd in Providence 
river, in the colony of Rhode Ifland, to prevent fmuggling, and 
commanded by an officer ^ vigilant and active in the execution of 
his duty. 

The Gafpee was boarded at midnight of the tenth of June by two 
hundred armed men in boats, who, after wounding and abuling her 
commander, and forcibly carrying him and his people on fliore, fet 
her on fire. 

The caufcs of difference between the mother-country and the 
province of Maffachufets Bay had now fo long fubfifted, and a per- 
verlc fpirit of oppofition had fo intirely poffeffed the inhabitants of 

* Liciitcriant Duddingftone of the navy, 

the 
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the latter, that it would have been no eafy matter to effed a cordial Introduaion. 
reconciliation betweem them under any circumftances, however fa- 177a. 
vourable. Thofe which did occur were either of the unfavourable 
kind, or were wrefted by the fpirit of fadlion to ferve the infernal 
purpofe of fanning the torch of difcord ; fo that in every fucceeding 
year, the breach, inftead of clofmg, feemed to widen. 

A regulation adopted by the Britifh miniftry about the beginning 
of this year, refpedling the judges and principal oflGicers of the fu- 
perior court in Maifachufets Bay, was fufficient to throw that pro- 
vince again into a ftate of uproar and confufion. The objed of this- 
declaration, held forth by the miniftry who framed it, was, to render 
the judges, and the other officers to whom it extended, more inde- 
pendent : By the republican party in Maflachufets Bay it was faid 
to be a minifterial plan for rendering them dependent upon the 
crown. Such oppofite conclufions do oppofmg parties deduce from 
the fame premifes ! The real fad, without glofs or comment, was 
this : By the new regulation, liberal falaries were affigned to the 
judges, and to the attorney and folicitor general, out of the Ame* 
rican revenue, by a grant from the crown, in lieu of the fcanty fa- 
laries annually voted to them by the affembly. Such a regulation 
in the infancy of the colony, inftead of exciting murmurs, might 
perhaps have been received with fatisfadion and gratitude; but at 
this time it was worked up into a caufe of alarm almoft equal to 
that which agitated the province in the year 1 768, upon receiving 
the firft intelligence of the expeded arrival of a military force. 

It was faid, and imprefled upon the people with much inflamma-r 
tory declamation, that the Britiih miniftry having in vain attempted 
to dragoon the inhabitants of that province into a flavifh fubmiffion 
to the will of parliament by the aid of a military force, were now 
trying to accomplifh the fame end in a way not fo open, but not lefs 
dangerous — ^by influencing the judges with grants of falaries, and 
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Introdoftion . thereby corrupting the fource of juftice : And the people were called 
J 773. upon and conjured to withfland fo infidious and deflrudive an in- 
novation. 

A town meeting of the inhabitants of 'Bofton was appointed hj 
the leleft men, and held on the twenty-fifth of Oftober. At this 
meeting a petition was prepared and prefented to the governor, fefe^ 
ting forth the evil tendency of the new regulation, with the alarm 
which it had occafioned amongft the people, and praying him to 
call an aflembly. The governor refufed to comply with the prayer 
of the petition : And the petitioners having appomted a committee 
to confider and propofe what was fit to be . done in that feafon of 
danger, adjourned to a future day for the purpofe of receiving their 
report. The committee, having taken time to deliberate, drew up 
a report containing a new declaration of rights, more extenfive than 
any which had been yet framed, and comprehending the rights of 
the colonifts as men, citizens, and chrilHans. In this report, the 
authority of the Britifli parliament to legiflate for the colonies, ixt 
any refpeft whatfoever, was completely denied. After enumcratmg^. 
the rights of the colonifts, it fet forth that thefe had been violated 
in various inftances, but more efpecially by the declaratory ad of 
the year 1766, by which the Britifli parliament aflumed to itfelf the 
power of legiflating for them without their confent, and imder 
pretence of that authority^ had impofed taxes in the colonies, and 
appointed new oflScers to be refident amongft them, unknown to 
their conftitution, becaufe unauthorifed by their charter, for the pur- 
pofe of fuperintending the coUedion of thofe taxes, and eftablifhing 
what was called an American revenue. And the Britifli miniftry, by 
framing the new regulation for granting falaries to the judges and 
crown oflBcers out of this odious tribute, were charged with defign-: 
ing to complete the fyftem of flavery which had originated in the 
koufe of commons, afluming a power to grant their money without 

their 
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their confent. At the adjourned meeting of the inhabitants of Intrtduaion. 

Boflon this report was read and agreed to ; and fix hundred copies 1772. 

of it were ordered to be printed and difperfed through all the towns 

of the province, accompanied with a circular letter, calling upon the 

people " not to doze any longer, or fit fupinely in indifference, 

" whilft the iron hand of oppreffion was daily tearing the choiceft 

" fruits from the fair tree of liberty/' 

When the affembly of this province met in the month of Janu- 1773. 
ary, the governor probably intending to give them an opportunity, 
if they were fo difpofed, of doing away the evil impreffions which 
might have been made by the unqualified refolutions of the town 
meeting at Bofton, took occafion in his fpeech to infift on the fu- 
preme legiflative authority of the king and parliament. But if he 
hoped to benefit government by bringing on this difcuffion, he was 
entirely difappointed. The affembly, inftead of endeavouring to 
moderate and qualify the dodrines contained in the refolutions of 
the town meeting, feized the opportunity of the addrefs which was 
to be prefented, to fix them more firmly and in their utmoft extent. 
They openly denied the authority of parliament, not only to impofe 
taxes, but to legiflate for them in any refped whatfoever ; adding, 
** that if there had been in any late inftances a fubmiffion to afts of 
" parliament, it was more from want of confideration or a reluc- 
** tance to contend with the parent ftate, than a conviction of the 
*^ fupreme legiflative authority of parliament." This addrefs alfo re- 
capitulated a number of new grievances which had not heretofore been 
complained of: And fuch was its improper tendency, even in the 
opinion of the Affembly, upon cooler refledion, that fix months 
after, in a letter * to the earl of Dartmouth, fecretary of ftate for 
American affairs, they thought it neceffary to apologize for it, im- 

♦ Dated 29th June 1773. 
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introduaion. puting the blamc of their intemperate proceedings to their govemori^ 
X773, ^^o had urineccffarily brought the fubjedl of parliamentary autho- 
rity under their conlideration. In this letter they fay, " that their 
" anfwers to the governor's fpeech were the effed of neceffity, and 
" that this neceffity occafioned great grief to the two houfes ;" and 
then, in a ftyle truly charaderiftic of puritanical duplicity, they ex- 
claim, " For, my lord, the people of this province are true and 
" faithful fubje<9:s of his majefty, and think themfelves happy in 
" their connexion with Great Britain." 

But this was not the only caufe of complaint which that aflembty 
had againft their governor*. Their agent at the Britifli court^ 
Doctor Franklin, a man well known in the philofophical world, had 
by fome means or other got pofleffion of certain letters written by 
their governor in former years to official perfons in England^ and 
about this time tranfmitted them to the aflembly. The fubjedt of 
this conrefpondence was fo difplealing, that it threw the aflembly 
into a violent heat. They fpnt a deputation to ffiew the letters to 
the governor, without trufting them in his hands^ and to inquire 
whether he acknowledged the fignatures to be his. The fignatur^ 
being owned, they prepared a petition and remonftrance to be pre- 
fentcd to the king, charging the governor with betraying his truft,^ 
and flandering the people under his government, by giving private, 
partial, and falfe information ; declaring him an enemy to the co« 
lony, and praying for his removal from his office. 

How the letters which gave occafion to fo much animofity in the 
affismbly of Maflachufets Bay came into the pofleffion of their agent,, 

• Their prcfcnt governor was Mr. Hutch infon, a native of Maflachufets Bay, a liawycrand 
. A man of Icamin^^, who had filled the office of chief-juftice of the province with general fa- 
tisfa^tion, and was appointed governor on the rcfignation of fir Francis. Bernard in the year 
1770. Sir Francis Bernard went to England in tlie year 1769, to defend himfelf from the 
charges tranfmitted againft him by the aifembly ; and although he was honourably acquittea 
by the privy council( he did not chufe to return to a province where he was fo much diflikcd. 
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is not yet certainly known to the public But either the manner of lotroduftion 
his obtaining them, or the ufe which he made of them, or both, 1773. 
gave fb much ofience to the Britifh miniftry, that he was difmifled 
from his oflSce of joint deputy poftmafter-general for America, under 
fuch circumftances of marked difapprobation as probably influenced 
his fubfequent conduct: in the American conteft. 

Whilft the patriots of Maflachufets Bay were thus adive in diX^ 
covering new caufes of complaint, and keeping the province in a 
Hate of perpetual clamour and agitation; the fouthern and middle 
colonies were peaceably and quietly advancing in population and- 
profperity, nothing having occurred for fome years to give the re- 
publican party amongft them (for fuch a party was by this time 
formed in all the colonies) any new pretence for quarrelling wit||; 
the mother-country. --' 'r.l 

But an a£t of parliament which pafled this year was defiined to 
revive all the heat of contention, and to bring the difputes between 
Great Britain and her colonies to their ultimate crifis. This was an 
a£t for impowering the commiffioners of the treafury to grant li--- 
cenfes to the Eaft India Company to export tea to all places whatfo- 
ever free of duty. The affairs of that company had by fome means 
or other run into great confufion : Being unable to fatisfy their en- 
gagements, they applied to parliament for relief, and ccnnplaiiied- 
that their diftreft was in part owing to the American difturbance^' 
which had leflened the demand for their tea ; in confequence of 
which, they had then lying in their warehoufes, for want of a mar-* 
ket, near feventeen millions of pounds. One of the regulations 
adopted for their relief was the aft of parliament above-mentioned^' 
for granting them leave, under the fanftion of the treafury, to export- 
their teas, duty free, wherever they could find a market for them» 
The minifter, in. procuring this aft to be paffed, had probably two 
objefts in view ; one, the reUef of the £aft lAdiia company, and the. 

other^ 
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rntroduaion . other, the Increafe of the American revenue, by this new device for! 
1773* introducing the company's tea into the colonies, where it ftill lay 
under a prohibition in confequence of the aflbciations : And it was 
this laft objedt which gave offence in America. The leading men* 
forefaw that, if the tea was once introduced and landed in America, it 
would be impoflible to prevent its fale and confumption, and thus 
the duty would be inevitably levied upon the inhabitants, notwith- 
ftanding all their efforts^ to prevent it. Refiftance to taxation by the 
Biitifh p^liament w^s becon>e in America a point of national ho-. 
4pur which they were determined to maintain. The aflbciations' 
ag^inft ,the impprtatipn of tea from Great Britain, which in fome of 
t^e colonies ]badbegu/i to be difregarded, were now enforced with 
rjgdur : A'nd all.thpfe means whi^ch| we have feen, the leading men 
knew fo well how to ufe, were again employed by them to excite 
qppofition amongft the people, and.ftir them up to refift with force 
and violence the landing of fuch cargoes of tea as might be fent 
amongft them. Nor were their efforts in any of the colonies inef- 
jfeftual. . But. the clamour and threatenings were greateft in the New 
England provinces ; and in them, as on all former occafions, the firft 
forcible refiftance to the slGL of parliament was naade. 

. As foon as intelligence was received in the month of November, 
that three fhips; freighted with tea on account of the Eaft India 
pompany were on their paffage to Bofton, that place became again 
the feat of tumult, violence, and riot, excited for the purpofe of 
frightening the configners of the tea fliips from afting under their 
appointments* The populace furrounded their houfes and demand^ 
ejd their refignation, which not being complied with, the windows 
afid doors of their houfes were broken, and they themfelves nar- 
rowly efcaped the fury of the mob by flying from the town and 
taking fhelter in Caftle William* The governor in vain iffued a 
proclamation commandiog the civil magiftrates to fupprefs the riots, 

and 
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and protect the peaceable and well-difpofed inhabitants. His Introduaion* 
proclamation was vilified and contemned, and the fheriff- infulted l^^i. 
for attempting to read it at one of the illegal meetings. Even the 
council refufed to advife any meafures for fecuring the tea upon it& 
arrival^ or for protediing the confignees. 

When the two (hips did arrive, a meeting was held by the inha- 
bitants of Bofton and thofe of the neighbouring towns, and a deter<- 
mination was made that the fhips fhould be fent back without dif« 
charging their cargoes^ "Notice of this determination was ordered 
to be given to the confignees of the tea and fuch other perfons ia 
Boflon as were interefled in the fhipa; and the meeting was adjourned 
for the purpofe of. receiving their anfwer; In the mean time dtffi-* 
culties arofe about fending away the fhips : A clearance from the 
cuflom-houfe could not be obtaiatd for them, neither could they 
pafs Caflle William at the mouth of the harbour,, without the go- 
vernor*s permiffion, which he refufed to grant. Thefe difficulties 
being reported to the adjourned meeting, it was immediately dif^ 
folved, with a general cry of, A mob ! a mobi And in the evening a 
number of armed men, difgirifed as Mohawk Indians, boarded the 
fhips and difcharged their cargoes into the fea; the whole value o£ 
the tea deflroyed being eftimated at eighteen thoufand pounds* 

The outrages committed by the inhabitants of Bofloa had been^ 1774^ 
fb many, their oppofition to government fo daring,, and their infult» 
fo frequently repeated,, that the p^^ience of the Britifh adminiftratioh- 
was now exhaufled. The intelligence of the defbudjion of the tear 
arriving in England during the fitting of parliament, and being com-^ 
municated to both boufcs by a meffage from the king, was imme- 
diately referred to a comtmtttee„ with the papers which accompanied 
it: And upon receiving their report it was determined, that the 
town of Boflon, which had always been the foremofl in refifling the 
amhority of parliament^ fhould now be made an example of par- 
liamentary 
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introduftxofl. Hamentaiy vengeance. Two things were apparently neceflary t^ 1^ 
1774. indfted on — fatisfaftion to the Eaft India company, for the lofa 
which they had fuftained by the deftrudion of the tea ; and repa* 
ration to the hoaour of the Britiih nation, wounded by the infuh. 
To effeiStuate thefe purpofes an aO: was paffed for (hutting up the 
port of Bofton, and prohibiting the lading or^ unlading of all goods 
or merchandize, except ftores for his majefty's fervice, and provi*- 
dotis and fuel for the ufe of the inhabitants, at any place within its 
precinds, from and after the firft of June,* until it ihould appear « to 
his'fiiftjefty that peace and obedience to the laws were fo far reftorcd 
Ui the town of Bofton, that trade might again be fafely carried on, 
and his majefly's cuftoms be duly colle<3:ed; in which cafe his tna« 
jefliy might by proclamation open the harbour, but not even then 
until it fhould appear that fatisfadion had been made to the Eaft 
India company foe the deftrudion of their tea, and alfo to thofe 
who had fuffcred by the riots at the time of its arrival at Bofton *. 
This ad having been paffed, a fleet of four fliips of war was ordered 
to be got ready to fail for Bofton, and as a military force might alfo 
be neceflSuy to reduce its diforderly inhabitants to obedience^ general 
Gage, commander in chief in America, was appointed governor of 
Maflachufcts Bay in the room of governor Hiitchinfon, who had 
defired leave to come to England ; And to general Gage, to whom 
the execiition of this ad was to be jj^ntrufted, full powers were alfo 
given, by commiffion under the great feal, to grant pardons fof 
tfeafon and idl other crimes, and to remit all fines and forfeitures 
to (uch offenders as fhould appear to be fit objeds of mercy. 

To devife means for preventing the commiffion of future enor- 
mities was at !eafl as necefTai^ as to inflid punifhment for thofe 
which were paft. From the papers laid upon the tables of the two 

* This bill wit ifilPodiiC|Ni ^^ tht houfe of comaosi on the feartctfidr of March, and re* 
ceive4 the rojal aflent on the thirty-feft. 

houfes 
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Introduaion. (\^q \^y^^ ^f revcnuc, OF whcrc any pcrfon adting under the di- 
1774- redion of the magiftrate for any of thofe purpofes, {hould be charged 
with the crime of murder, or with any other capital offence com- 
mitted wliilft he was fo adting, to fend the perfon fo charged into 
any other colony, or to Great Britain, to be tried, if it fhould appear 
to the governor and council that an impartial trial could not be had 
within the province of Maffachufets Bay. 

Difring the fitting of parliament letters were received from all the 
thirteen colonies, now the United States of America, by which it 
appeared that in all of them the landing of the tea had been refifted. 
In fome it had been fent back in the fame fhips which brought it ; 
in others, fmall parcels of it had been deftroyed; and in others, where 
they had confented at lead to the unloading of the fhips, it was only 
upon condition that the tea fhould be flored under lock and key, 
and an engagement that it fhould not be offered for fale. Thus 
it appeared that the inhabitants of all the colonies were involved, 
although in a lefs outrageous degree than thofe of the province of 
Maffachufets Bay, in the guilt of having oppofed the authority of the 
mother-countr)\ 

In this flate of thefe provinces on the fea-coaft, it was thought ne- 
ceffary to give fatisfadion to the inhabitants of the interior province 
of Canada, by paffmg an a£t for the fettlement of their government. 
The objects of this adt were,, to fecure to the inhabitants of that pro- 
vince the free exercife of their religion ; and to the Roman Catholic 
clergy their rights, agreeably to the articles of capitulation at the time 
of the furrender of the province ; to reftore their ancient laws in civil 
cafes without a trial by jury, as being more acceptable to the French 
Canadians than the Englifh laws with the trial by jury ; and to efta- 
blifh a council, holding their commiffigns from and at the pleafure 
of the king, who were to exercife all the powers of legiflation, that of 
impofing taxes only excepted. Such a council, compofed principally 

of 
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of the Canadian noblefle, it was fuppofcd would be more agreeable introduaion. 
to the bulk of the people than a houfe of reprcfentatives. And 1774- 
the laft obje£t of the adl was to extend the limits of the province, 
which, reaching far to the fouthward behind the other colonies, might 
be made to ferve as a check upon them if neceflary. 

The firft of thefe ads, the Bofton port bill, pafled through the two 
houfes of parliament without much difficulty, as the condudl of the 
people of Bofton, in deftroying the tea, was generally difapproved of 
in England, and the caufe of their lofmg many friends. The bill 
was introduced into the houfe of commons on the fourteenth of 
March, and received the royal aflent on the thirty-firft of the fame 
month. But the other three ads, although finally paffed by a great 
majority, were not carried through their intermediate ftages without 
much oppofuion*. In every thing that refpeded America, the 
members of oppofition, and particularly the Rockingham party, hung 
upon the minifter, and if they did not prevent, certainly impeded 
his meajfures and leffened their efFed; and, by their ill-timed pro- 
phetic forebodings, fpirited up the Americans to ad what they 
foretold. 

Whilft the Britifh parliament were thus paffing ads for maintain- 
ing the authority of the mother-country over the colonies, and for 
punifhing paft and preventing future tranfgreffions againft it in the 
province of Maflachufets Bay ; the aflembly of that province, when 
they met in the beginning of the year, far from taking any fteps for 
averting punifhment, on the contrary, employed themfelves in pur- 
fuing fuch meafures as had a tendency to provoke ftill more the Britifh 
miniftry and parliament. The clamour raifed in Maflachufets Bay in 
the year 1 772, in confequence of the regulation for affigning falaries to 
the judges by grants from the crown, has been already noticed ; and 

♦ They received the king's affcnt on the twentieth of May, 

N 2 this 
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Introdwaion. ^j^jg y^r^^ [^ ^^g revived b/ the aflembly, who fent a meflage to the 
1774- judges^ requiring them to declare whether they meant to receive their 
falaries from the aflcmbly as ufual, or from the crown, by virtue of 
the new grants. All the judges, except the chief-juftice, confented 
to receive their falaries as ufual from the aflembly. He alone de- 
clared his refolution to receive his falary from the crown, and him 
the afTcmbly refolved to impeach for this fuppofed unconftitutional 
proceeding. Charges drawn up in the form of an impeachment were 
accordingly voted, and carried to the governor and council, whom 
the aflembly judged to be as competent to the trial of an impeach- 
ment in Maflachufets Bay, as the houfe of lords is in Great Britain* 
The impeachment was however fent back with a meflage from the 
governor, importing, that the governor and council had no autho- 
rity to try impeachments. The aflembly now changed the mode of 
their accufation, converting the charges contained in the impeachment 
into a petition of complaint to be prefented to the governor, which 
concluded with a prayer for the removal of the chief-juftice. The 
governor refufed to comply with the prayer of the petition; and 
finding the aflembly determined to profecute their complaint againft 
the chief-juftice in fome form or other, he at laft: diflblved them 
about the end of March. 

But the attention of the people of that province was foon to 
be engroflTed by a fubjedt of higher importance, than a difpute 
with their governor or chief-juftice ; and the inhabitants of Bofton 
were at laft to feel the weight of the difpleafure of that power which 
they had fo long provoked with impunity. In the month of May 
intelligence arrived, tliat the a<St for fliutting up the port of Bofton 
bad been paflTed by the Britifti parliament j and this intelligence, to- 
gether with a copy of the aft, was immediately publiflied upon a 
paper with a black border, fymbolical of mourning, and hawked 
about the ftreets, as a barbarous, cruel, bloody, and inhuman mur- 
der. 



AMERICAN WAR^ 9j 

der. The former riotous preceedings of the town of Boflon had introduaion. 
been fo often overlooked, that fuch an afl: of feverity as the Boflon 177-^ 
port bill, was totally unexpected; and upoa the firft publication of 
the intelligence; nothing was to be heard but frantic expreffions of 
rage and refentment againft the tyranny and inhumanity of the 
Britifti miniftry and parliament; and vengeance was loudly called for 
and threatened. But unfortunately for the inhabitants of Bofton, the 
operation of this afl: of paf liament, as a puniftiment, unlike, in this re- 
fpe<3:, thofe which had preceded it, could not in their pifefent circum- 
ilances be either refifted or eluded. It was doubtful whether the other 
fea-port towns in the province might not take advantage of the prefent 
moment, to raife their own commerce upon the ruins of that of Bofton; 
and it was alfo uncertain whether the other colonies would cordially 
intereft themfelves in their behalf. Such confiderations had un- 
doubtedly an influenee, as foon as they began coolly to refleft upon 
their fituation; and to the firft effcrvefcence of refentment, a flate of 
mind fecms to have fucceeded, bordering upon defpondence. A 
town meeting was held, at which a vote was pafTed, addrefled to 
the inhabitants of the other colonies, importing, that if they would 
come into a joint refolution to give up all intercourfe with the mo* 
ther-country in the way of trade, until the Boflon port bill fhould 
be repealed, it would prove the falvation of America and her liber- 
ties ; but if they did not, there was too much reafon to fear that 
fraud, power, and the mofl odious oppreflion, would rife triumphant 
over right, juflice, focial happinefs, and freedom. Copies of this 
vote were ordered to be fent to all the other colonies, and the meet- 
ing was diflfolved, every one being bufied in arranging his affairs for 
the firft of June, the day on which the port of Bofton was to be de- 
prived of its commerce. 

In this ftate of doubt and anxiety the people of Bofton did not long 
remain without receiving fome confolation. The inhabitants of the 

neigh- 
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Introduaion . neighbouring towns, inftead of attempting to profit by their diftrefs, 

1774- offered them the ufe of their wharfs and warehoufes for the purpofe 

of carrying on their trade : And from the other colonies they foon 

received the nioft flattering teftimonies of condolence and commi- 

feration. 

In all the colonies the landing of tea had been refifted, and 
therefore they all fhared in the criminality for which the town 
of Bofton was about to fiifFer ; and on fuch an occafion to have de- 
ferted their brethren in diftrefs would have been unmanly and un- 
generous. The aflembly of Virginia, which was fitting at this time, 
fet the example of making the fufFerings of the inhabitants of Bof- 
ton a common caufe of complaint in all the colonies. In that affem- 
bly a refolution was paffed for appointing the firft of June, the day 
on which the Bofton port bill was to take efFed, to be fet apart as 
a day of fafting, prayer, and humiliation, " to implore the divine 
" interpofition, to avert the heavy calamity which threatened de- 
. " ftruftion to their civil rights vvith the evils pfa civil war; and 
" to give one heart and one mind to the , people firmly to oppofe 
" every injury to the American rights." Tlxis. refolution, the ge- 
neral tendency of which to excite oppofition to the mother-country, 
was fufKciently obvious, and which at the fame time encroached on 
the royal prerogative by enjoining a faft, occafioned the diflblution 
of the aflembly : But, before the members feparated, a private meet- 
ing was held, at which a declaration was drawn up and fubfcribed by 
a majority of the aflembly, fetting forth that the punifliment about to 
be inflided on the inhabitants of Bofl:on, in order to compel them 
to fubmit to the payment of uncdnftitutional taxes, was in truth an 
attack upon all the colonies, and would ultimately prove deftrudlive to 
the rights and liberties of all, unlefs the united wifdom of the whole 
was applied to prevent it. They therefore recommended to the com- 
mittee of correfpondence to propofe to the committees of the other co- 
I lonies, 
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lonies, that an annual congrefs fhould be held for all the colonies, to Introduaion. 
deliberate on fuch general meafures as the united interefts of America 1774- 
might from time to time require. And they concluded with an in- 
timation, that a regard for their fellow-fubjedls, the merchants and 
manufafturers of Great Britain, prevented them from going further 
at that time. 

The example fet by the aflembly of Virginia was followed in the 
other colonies. Provincial, county, or town meetings were every- 
where held, at which refolutions of a fimilar tendency were pafled : 
And the firft day of June was very generally obferved in America 
as a day of fading, humiliation, and prayer. 

General Gage arrived at Bofton not many days after the intelli- 13th May. 
gence was received of the adt for fhutting up its harbour, and 
w^hilft the inhabitants, aflembled at a town meeting, were yet deli- 
berating on the melancholy profpeft before them. Notwithftanding 
this inaufpicious entry into his government, he was received \vith 
the ufual honours. He had been niany years commander in chief 
in America, was perfonally known at Bofton, and univerfally re- 
fpefted for his amiable charafter and manners. But the animofity 
.which had been kindled in the province of Maflachufets Bay againft 
the Britifli government had rifen to too great a height to be checked 
by any perfonal confiderations for a governor, however amiable or 
rcfpedtable. The aflembly met according to cuftom, foon after his 
arrival ; and in the fpeech delivered at the opening of the feflion, he 
gave them notice that ]tb«y were to remove to Salem on the firft 
of June, which from that time was to be cohfidered as the feat of 
government. This information wias far from being pleafing to the 
aflembly, and they prefented a petitiori to- the governor, intreating' 
him to appoint a day of general fafting and prayer. The governor 
declined complying with the petitiori^ an4 foon afterwards adjourned 
the feflion to the feventh of June, then to ffieet at Salem. 

•- In 
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introduaion. Jq ^lie interval of this adjournment, letters were received from 
1774. moll of the other colonies ; and it was perceived that the caufe of 
the inhabitants of Bofton was every-where warmly efpoufed* The 
kading men in Maflachufets Bay, cheered by this intelligence, laid 
afide their defpondency, and refolved to ad with more vigour than 
ever in refifting the claims of the mother-countr}". When thie af- 
fembly met at Salem, a refolution was pafled declaring the expedi- 
ency of a general congrefs to be held for all the colonies, and fet- 
ting forth at large their reafons for recommending fuch a meafure. 
Five of their own members were appointed to reprefent them, all 
of them zealoufly attached to the American caufe, and violently 
hoftile to the pretenfions of the Britifh parliament ; and a fum of 
money was voted to defray their expences. They were fenfible 
that after this proceeding their diflblution would foon follow, and 
they haftened to prepare another refolution, declarative of their fen- 
timents on the prefent ftatc of affairs, and recommending to their 
conftituents fuch meafures as they wifhed them to purfue. In this 
refolution they lamented their prefent fituation, which obliged them 
to flruggle againft the heavy hand of power ; they complained that 
their petitions to the king and parliament had been difregarded ; they 
fet forth that it was apparently the d^fign of the Britiih government 
to deftroy the free conftitutions of the American colonies, and to 
« creG in their ftead the fyftems of tyranny and arbitrary fway, in- 
compatible with liberty, and totally fubverfive of their conftitutional 
rights : They called upon the people of the' province to obftriitt as 
far as was in their power the execution of Jfuch evil defigns ; and 
for this purpofe recommended to them tq give up as much as poffi- 
ble every kind of intercourfe with the mother-country, until their 
grievances fhould be completely redreiTed. This declaratory refolu- 
tion had fcarcely been pafled, when the governor, receiving 
r7tkjuDc, information of their proceedings, put an end to the feffion by 

3 diflblving 



98 HISTORY OF THE 

introduaion. i^i the prcfcnt lawlefs and perturbed ftate of the province, of the moft 
i774» dangerous tendency. In order to recommend the aflbciation more 
powerfully to the attention of the populace, it was handed to them 
under the antiquated but impreffive title of a folemn league and co- 
venant, a term of the laft century affixed to an engagement entered 
into by the Puritans, which was ftill held in great veneration by 
their defcendants in Maffachufets Bay. To counteradl this aflbci- 
29th June, ation, a proclamation was iflued by the governor, in which it was 
ftyled an illegal and traiterous combination, contrary to the allegiance 
due to the king and fubverfive of the authority of parliament ; and* 
the people were cautioned againft giving any countenance to it, un- 
der the penalties annexed to fuch heinous offences. But the procla- 
mation was difregarded, and the folemn league and covenant was 
generally fubfcribed throughout New 'England. 

General Gage, foon after he took poffeffion of his government, 
fbrefeeing the ftorm which was gathering, ordered fome regiments 
of foot, with a detachment of artillery, to be fent to Bofton : And 
thefe, upon their arrival, were encamped upon the common lying be- 
tween the town and the narrow neck of land called Bofton Neck, 
which joins it with the continent. When troops were formerly 
ftationed at Bofton, defertion was much encouraged by the inha- 
bitants ; and the fame praftice being again revived, a guard was 
placed upon Bofton Neck to prevent it. This was magnified into 
an attempt to cut off the communication between the town and the 
country, and to compel the inhabitants of the former, by famine, td 
. llrbmit to fuch terms as might be impofed upon them ; and a faMe 
report to this effect being fpread about in the country, the inhabit- 
july. ants of the county of Worcefter aflembled in great numbers, and fent 
meflengers to inquire into the truth of the report. Thefe were 
charged to give an affurance to the people of Bofton that feveral 
tboufand armed men were ready to come to their affiftance, (hould it 

be 
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be neceflary j but at the fame time to acquaint them, that if they Introduaion. 
fliould lofe their fortitude, fo far as to furrender theh: liberties, the 1774- 
people of the country would not hold themfelves bound by their 
fubmifiion. 

About this time an authentic copy of the adt of parliament for AxtgoR. 
altering the conftitution, and regulating the government of Mafla- 
chufets Bay, arrived at Bofton, together with commiffions from 
the king to thofe who were to conftitute the new council, in the 
room of that elected by the afTembly. This council was intended 
to confift of thirty-fix members, but twenty-four only accepted their 
commiffions; and thefe* having qualified, writs were ifTued by the 
governor, with their advice, for the meeting of a new aflembly in % 
the beginning of Odober. But the rage of the populace now again 
buril forth, and was directed againft thofe who had accepted feats in 
the new council ; and the greateft number of them, to fave their 
perfons from being torn to pieces by the mob, and their property 
from being deflroyed, were obliged to refign their appointments; a 
few only who refided in Boflon, and^were protedled by the troops, 
retained their lituations. When the fuperior court fat for the ad- 
miniftration of juflice, the juries refufed to be fworn, and the in-, 
ferior officers of the court, frightened by the threats which were de- 
nounced againfl them, declined afting under the new regulations ; and 
To many obftruftions were met with in every department, that from 
this time civil government in Maflachufets Bay was entirely diffolved* 
Boflon was the only place of fecurity in the province ; and that in 
confequence of the military force encamped in its neighbourhood* 
By means of this force alone was proteftion afforded to fuch as 
differed in fentiment from the popular party. Whofoever rendered 
himfelf obnoxious, by difcovering his attachment to the mother- 
country, and a wifli to fubmit to her laws, was infulted by the po- 
pulace ; and many were hunted from their dwellings in the country, 

O 2 and 



io# HISTORY OF THE 

Intro duftiom j^j obliged to take refuge ia Bofton. Arms were provided by thofc 
1774- who were without them : Ammunition and warlike ftores began to 
be coUefted : And the young men were employed in training them- 
felves to military difcipline. 

Under fuch an appearance of hoftile intention, and fuch pre- 
parations going forward, general Gage could no longer refrain from 
providing for the fecurity of the troops which he commanded, by 
fortifying Bofton Neck j and with the like intent, he removed to 
Bofton the powder and other military ftores depofited in the maga- 
zines at Charleftown, Cambridge, and the Medford powder-houfe, 
left the people fhould have been ftirred up to feize on them. Thefe 
proceedings of the governor, which, in his fituation, were appa- 
rently neceflary, gave fo much offence, and created fo great an 
alarm^ that the people, whofe minds had been worked up to a de- 
gree of phrenzy by the machinations of the violent party amongft 
them, affembled again from all quarters, and were with difficulty 
reftrained from marching to Bofton and attacking the troops. About 
the fame time a falfe report was fpread in Connedicut, that an attack 
was begun upon the inhabitants of Bofton by the fhips in the har- 
bour and the troops from the common, when feveral thoufands of 
the militia of that province affembled in arms, and marched a con- 
fiderable difltance to the fuppofed relief of their brethren at Bofton, 
before they were undeceived, and difcovered that the report was 
fiaJfe. Thefe rumours were probably circulated by the contrivance 
of the leading men, to try the temper of the people. But their affairs 
were not yet ripe for open hoftilitiesj and in this ftate of tumult and 
commotion it was thought fit to appoint a meeting of delegates from 
all the towns in the county of Suffolk, of which Bofton is the ca- 
• pital, to advife fuch a plan of conduct to be obferved by the people 
as the prefent pofture of affairs might require. 

Thi« 
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This meeting was accordingly held, and the completion of its de- iptroduaion . 
liberations was fuch as no longer left it doubtful to what lengths the »774- 
leading men of this province were determined to go, provided they 
met with fupport from the other colonies, and that the difpute be- 
tween the mother-country and the colonies was faft approaching to 
that crifis, when an appeal mull be made to the fword. In the re- 
folutions pafled on this occafion, they refufed all fubmiffion to the 
late ads of parliament, and engaged to indemnify fuch as lliould be 
profecuted for difobedience to them. They accufed thofe wiio had 
accepted feats in the new council, of vidating the duty which they 
owed to their country, and threatened them with being treated as 
public enemies, unlefs they refigned their appointment. They re- 
commended the holding of a provincial congrefs. They exhorted 
the people to perfed themfelveain the ufe of arms, and for that pur- 
pofe to affemble once every week. They warned them to be upon 
their guard againll the defigns of theijr enemies, who had determined 
to feize upon fome of thofe amongft them, who had deferv^d well of 
their country by a flxenuous oppofition to the arbitrary meafures of 
the Britifh miniftry ; and if fuch an attempt fhould be made, they 
were exhorted to oppofc it; and fhould their oppofition be in- 
cfTeftual, they were direded to retaliate, by feizing upon every 
Britifh oflScer they could find : And lafUy, they recommended to 
the receivers of the public revenue to keep it in their own hands 
until the conftitution of the province was reflored, or until it fhould 
be otherwife difpofed of by a provincial convention. They alfo September f. 
prefented a remonftrancc to the governor, complaining of the for- 
tifications carrying on at Bofton Neck, and of the feizure of the 
public magazines ; and they tell him, that although they have no 
inclination to commence hoftilities againft his majefty's troops, 
they are yet determined never to fubmit to the late ads of par- 
liament. 

This 
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introduaion , Xhis was the mod open aflumption of power on the part of the 
'774- people, and the moft diredt and daring interference with the executive 
authority, that had yet taken place in any of the colonies. 

But the attention of all America was now direded to the general 
September, congrefs, which had met at Philadelphia on the fifth of this month. 
During the courfe of the fummer, preparatory meafures had been 
taken in all the colonies, Georgia excepted, for holding this grand 
aflembly of colonial reprefentation ; and Philadelphia,, from its cen- 
trical fituation, was fixed upon for the place of meeting. In thofe 
colonies in which their aflemblies met, delegates to the ^congrefs 
were appointed by them, and refolutions were pafled for their govern- 
ment and direction j and in the others the people eleded reprefenta- 
tives, as if it had been for an aflembly; and thefe reprefentatives meet^ 
ing together, chofe delegates to congrefs, and gave them inftrudions. 

In thofe inftrudtions there was a confiderable variety, according to 
the different tempers of the leading men in the delegated aflemblies^ 
From fome of the colonies the inftrudtions were moderate, and from 
others more violent; but they all agreed in condemning theBofton port 
bill, and the other ads of the laft feflion of parliament relating to Mafla- 
chufets Bay, and in denying the right of the Britifli parliament to tax 
the colonies. But the mofl: material of all their inftrudions, and what 
in a great meafure fuperfeded the ufe of all others, was a power 
given to their delegates to agree to whatever meafures fliould meet 
with the concurrence of a majority of the congrefs. 

This congrefs confifted of fifty-one delegates, reprefenting twelve 
of the colonies lying along the (hore of the Atlantic, from New 
Hampfliire to South Carolina inclufive ; the greateft number of de- 
legates for any one colony being feven, and the fmallefl: two. But 
this difparity in the number of delegates did not affed the votes, as it 
was agreed that each colony fliould have but one vote, whatever was 
the number of its delegates. The congrefs fat with their doors 

5 locked ; 
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locked ; no one was permitted to be prefent at their deliberations, Introduftion 
and all their proceedings, except thofe which they thought fit to 1774- 
publifh, were kept profoundly fecret. Aflembled in the caufe of 
freedom, they neverthelefs thought fit to obferve a form pradifed only 
in the moft defpotic governments. Their proceedings being wrapped 
up in myftery, and all the intermediate fteps, leading to a conclu- 
fion, being hid from the public eye, their decrees, when promulgated, 
were received like the oracles of ancient times, as the dictates of 
profound wifdom. 

The only proceedings which they publifhed, were, a declaration 
on the ftate of affairs in Maflachufets Bay ; a letter to general Gage, 
a declaration of rights and grievances, accompanied with an aflbci- 
ation ; a petition to the king ; an addrefs to the people of Great 
Britain; another to the inhabitants of the colonies; and a third to 
the people of Canada; all of them mafterly compofitions, and well 
adapted to the purpofes for which they were intended. 

In their declaratory refolutions on the ftate of affairs in MafTachu- 
fets Bay, which was the firft of their public ads, and bore date 
the feventeenth of September, they approved of the plan of condud 
which had been hitherto purfued by the people of that province^ 
and of the refolutions paffed, and meafures propofed, by the dele-* 
gates of the towns in the county of Suffolk, and advifed. a perfe- 
verance in the fame line of conduct ; and for the relief of the in- 
habitans of Bofton, whofe diftreffes were every day increafing, they 
recommended that contributions fhould be raifed for them in all the 
other colonies, to continue fo long as their occafions might require ; 
and if at laft it fhould be found neceffary to remove the Boftoni* 
ans into the country, that their lofTes in that cafe fhould be conb- 
penfated at the charge of all the colonies. ^ 

With this firft public adt of the congrefs, which was confidered as 
decifive of the opinions that they held, and the meafures they 

meant 
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Introduaiom meant to purfue, the friends of government (for fuch a party, and 2 
t774- very confiderable one, there was in all the colonies), and even fome of 
the more moderate of the patriotic party, were much chagrined and 
difappointed. They had hoped that the congrefs would have adopt- 
ed only pacific means for obtaining a redrefs of grievances ; but in the 
unqualified approbation given to th^ very irregular condudl of the 
people of Maflachufets Bay, and particularly to the refolutions of the 
delegates of the county of Suffolk, they thought that they faw an 
evident determination in the congrefs to oppofe the authority of the 
mother-country by force and arms. And their apprehenfions were 
rather increafed than allayed by the letter from the congrefs to^ge^ 
neral Gage, in which they declared it to be the fixed and unalter« 
able refolution of all the colonies^ to unite for the prefervation of 
their common rights, in oppofition to the late ads of parliament, 
and in fupport of their brethren of Maffachufets Bay.. 

The declaration of rights contained a fummary of all the rights 
appertaining to Britifh fubjedls, to the free exercife of which they 
maintained that they were entitled by the immutable laws of na- 
ture, by the Britifti conftitution, and by their fevcFal charters. All 
former diftindtions between legiflatkm and taxation, between exter* 
nal and internal taxes, were now laid afide. They claimed, in behalf 
of the colonies, the fole and exclufive power of legiflating for them* 
felves in all cafes whatfoever : But from the mere neceffity of the cafe, 
were willing to fubmit to fuch adts of parliament as Were bon&Jidc 
intended to regulate their foreign commerce, excluding however 
every idea of taxation, internal or external, for raifing a revenue from 
the people of the colonies without their confent. .Their grievances^ 
they faid, were occafioned by eleven ads of parliament pafled in the 
prefent reign, moft of which have been already mentioned in the 
courfe of this hiftory ; and in the enumerated lift they included the 
three afts of the laft feffion of parliament, relating to the colony of 

Maflk- 
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MafTachufets Bay, and the adl for extending the limits of Canada. Introduaion. 
The repeal of all thefe a£ts, they infifted, was neceflary to give them 1774. 
fatisfaftion ; and as the moft effedlual meafure which they could de* 
vife, for obliging the mother-country to do them juftice in thefe re^ 
fpedis, they recommended an aflbciation to be entered into by the 
inhabitants of the colonies for difcontinuing all importations from 
Great Britain, Ireland, and the Britiflx iflands in the Weft Indies, 
after the firft of December following, and all exportation from the 
colonies to thofe countries, after the tenth of September 1775, and for 
giving up the ufe of tea entirely, from the firft of March in that year, 
until the a£ts of parliament which conftituted their grievances fhould 
be repealed. A formal inftrument of writing to this cfFeft, and con- 
taining various other regulations for enforcing the execution of it, 
having been prepared, was immediately fubfcribed by all the mem- 
bers of congrefsj and printed copies of it were forthwith diftributed 
through all the colonies for the fubfcription of the inhabitants. 

In their petition to the king, they fet forth all the grievances re- 
cited in the aflbciation, and to thefe added many more of lefs im- 
portance; but at the fame time gave an aflurance that if they were 
relieved from the firft, the harmony between Great Britain and the 
colonies, with the ufual intcrcourfes, would be immediately reftored^ 
and in that cafe they would truft in the magnanimity and juftice 
of his majefty and the parliament to grant redrefs in the reft. 

The object of their addrefs to the people of Great Britain was to 
render the American caufe in that country more popular than of late 
it had been ; and to apologize for the fufpenfion of commerce, a 
meafure which, they infifted, neceflity alone, and a regard to felf-pr-e- 
fervation, obliged them to adopt. * 

Their addrefs to the inhabitants of the colonies was defigned to 
explain to them in what manner they were all interefted in the fate 
of the people of Bofton, and to urge them to a compliance with thofe 
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Introduaion. meafurcs which the congrefs had recommended, until a general redref^ 
1774. of grievances fhould be obtained. 

But the ableft of their compofitions, although the moft malignant 
in its intention, was their addrefs to the people of Canada; the objed: 
of which was to render the inhabitants of that province difcontented 
and uneafy under their new form of government, to fow the feeds of 
difcord between them and the mother-country, and to induce them 
to join with the other colonies in the general confederacy. 

Such were the public proceedings of this congrefs, which, after 
fitting fifty-two days, diffolved itfelf on the twenty-lixth of Odober, 
having firft recommended that another fhould be held in the month of 
May: And its decrees, although publifhed only in the flyle of 
recommendations, commanded greater refpedt, and were more im* 
plicitly obeyed in all the colonies, than the laws of their own go- 
vernments. 

But we mufl now return to the province of Maflachufets Bay, in 
whofe fate, in confequence of the determination of congrefs, all the 
colonies felt themfelves deeply interefled, and upon the tranfadions 
in which depended more immediately the doubtful ifliie of peace or 
war. As the winter feafon approached, general Gage thought it 
neceflary that barracks fhould be ereded, as well for the greater eafe 
of the inhabitants of Bofton, as for the better accommodation of 
the troops: But in this neceffary arrangement he met with many 
obflrudtions, not only from the general difinclination of the inhabit- 
ants to afford any affiflance to government, but alfo from the par- 
ticular interpofition of the feled men, by whofe influence and per- 
fuafion the artificers who had been employed were induced to defift 
from carrying on the work. Nor were the barracks finifhed till 
other artificers were procured from New Hampfhire and New York 
the two colonies which had hitherto conducted themfelves with 
the greatefl moderation. Throughout the whole province of MafTa- 
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chufets Bay every poffible impediment was thrown in the way of introduaion. 
government, and every method taken to prevent the troops from 1774* 
being fupplied with fuch things as were neceflary for their accommo- 
dation : The people had even proceeded fo far as to burn a quan- 
tity of ftraw, and fmk a number of boats loaded with bricks coming 
to Bofton for their ufe. But notwithftanding thefe provocations no 
ofFenfive meafures were undertaken, the general having determined 
to a£t with the utmoft caution and circumfpedion ; fo that, if the 
fword muft at laft be unfheathed, it might appear to be owing to no 
fault in him. That this muft foon happen there was now indeed 
the greateft probability, as the violence of the people was daily in- 
creafmg and breaking out into the moft criminal excefles againft fuch 
as were fuppofed to be unfriendly to the American caufe. In con- 
fequence of this violence, the commiffioners of the cuftoms and all 
the officers of government had been obliged to quit Salem, and fly 
to Bofton for protection ; which, inftead of being, as formerly, the 
feat of tumult and diforder, was now the only place of fafety within 
the province of Maflachufets Bay. 

It may be remembered that foon after the new council had qua- 
lified under the a£t for regulating the government of Maflachufets 
Bay, writs were iflTued by the governor for the eledlion of a new 
aflfembly to fit in the beginning of October ; but the violence of the 
patriotic party in the province had increafed to fuch a degree, and 
fo many of the new council, either from threats or from violence 
actually committed, had been obliged to refign their appointments," 
that a fufficient number did not remain to meet the aflembly as a 
feparate houfe. Under fuch circumftances the governor thought fit 
by proclamation to countermand the execution of the writs of elec- 
tion. But this proclamation was held by the leading men of the 
province to be illegal, and the eledlions were made in purfuance of 
the writs. The reprefentativcs who were chofen met at Salem at 
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Introdaaion. (j^^ ^Jn^g appointed for the return of the writs, and having waited a 
X774I day for the governor without his appearing, they voted themfelves 
into a provincial congrefs, and chofe Mr. Hancock for their prefident* 
This was the fame perfon, the feizure of whofe floop for contraband 
practices had occafioned an infurredion at Bofton in the year J768, 
and the confequences of which infurreQion are fuppofed by many 
to have precipitated the difpute between the mother-<:auntry and her 
colonies towards its prefent alarming criils. So dangerous is it ta 
provoke a popular character in a republican government ! 

This felf-eonftitutcd cpogrefs having chofen their prefix 
dent, adjourned themfelvea to Concord, a town about twenty mile^ 
from Bofton. One of their earlieft proceedings was a remonftrancQ 
which they prefented ^o the governor on the fubje<St of the fortifi- 
cations at Boftoi^ Necjc, an4 on the alarm occafioned in the province 
by the military force collecting at Bofton, which they alleged was 
now daily increafmg by the arrival of troops from all parts of the 
continent in fuch numbers as tended to endanger the lives^ liberties, 
and prqperty^ not only of the people of Bofton but of the province 
in g^nera(. To this remonftrance the governor, however averfe to- 
holding any correfpondence with an illegal afiembly, thought it ne-* 
ceffary, in the prefent ftate of the province, to give an anfwer : And 
i];i hi; anfwer he indignantly told the provincial, cpngrefs that the 
lives, Uberti^Sp, and property of none but avowed enemies could be 
in danger from Britifh foldiers^ who, notwithftanding the enmity 
which had been fhewn to them in withholding from them every 
thing neceflBiry ffx their prefervation, had not difcovered that refent- 
ment which might have been expeded from fuch hoftile treatments 
He put them in mind that, whilft they were complaining of altera- 
tions made in their charter, they were themfelves fubverting it by 
their prefent illegal meeting; and he adqioniihed them to defiftfrom. 
fujcK usLConftitutiojial pro(;eedings.. 

But 
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But notwithftanding thefe admonitions from the governor, the Introd uaion . 
provincial congrefs continued to fit, and the fituation of the town 1774- 
of Bofton, poffeffed as it was by the king*s troops, engaged much 
of their attention* The neck of land which joins it with the con- 
tinent being now fortified, the people of the town might be kept as • 
hoftages for the behaviour of the inhabitants of the country ; and 
whilft the inhabitants remained in the town, whom, diftrefled as they 
were, it would have been cruel to prevent from obtaining fuch things 
from the country as they flood in need of, it was not poflible en- 
tirely to withhold fupplies from the troops, an objedi which the pro- 
vincial congrefs had much at heart. Bofton too was capable of 
being made ftill ftronger ; and a garrifon placed in it> if things were 
brought to extremity, would prove a great annoyance to the reft of 
the province. Thefe confiderations gave them great uneafinefs; but 
it was difiicult to devife a proper remedy for the evils which they 
apprehended. Frequent exprefles paffed between them and the 
general congrefs which was then fittings and various plans and 
fchemes were propofed ; but all of them were liable to fuch infur* 
mountable objections, that, after much time fpent upon this fubje<3:^ 
nothing was finally determined upon.. In other matters they neither 
felt any fcruples, nor met with any diflSculties : They pafled refo- 
hitions, under the ftyle of recommendations, for regulating and exer- 
cifing thtf militia,, for colleding and difpofing of the public revenue, 
and for providing arms and military ftores* 

Thefe were fuch daring aflTumptions of the powers of govern- 
ment, under the malk of advice, that the governor thought it ne- 
ceflary to iflue a proclamation warning the inhabitants of the pro- «oth Nb».. 
vince again ft fufFering themfelves to be enfnared by the provincial 
congrefs, or led by their influence to incur the penalties of fedition, 
treafon, and rebellion ; and ftridly prohibiting all his majefty's liege 
fubjeds from paying any obedience to the recommendations or re- 
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introduaion . folvcs of fucli an unlawful aflembly. But the governor's proclama- 

?774- tion, as on former occafions, was treated with contempt; and the 

requifitions of the provincial congrefs were obeyed as laws. That 

aflembly appointed another congrefs to be held in the month of 

February, and diflblved itfelf towards the end of November. 

Previous to the meeting of the general congrefs no hoftile prepara- 
tions had been made either in the middle or fouthern colonies : But 
after the breaking up of the congrefs, and upon the return of its 
members to their refpedtive colonies, the fame fpirit which aduated 
the people of the New England colonies feems to have pervaded 
the whole continent. The militia officers aflembled their compa- 
nies more frequently than had been cuftomary, and were afliduous 
in training them. Arms were provided by thofe who were without 
them ; and refiftance to the power of the mother-country by open 
force was made the fubje£t of common converfation. Soon after- 
wards a copy of the proclamation arrived, which had been ifliied in 
England, in the month of October, to prevent the exportation of 
warlike (lores; and this prohibition ferved to make the inhabitants of 
the colonies more eager to procure fupplies. Mills for making 
gunpowder, and manufactories for arms, were fet up in feveral of 
the colonies ; and great encouragement was offered for making falt- 
petrc. 
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CHAP. I. 



InfurrcElion iu Rhode IJland — and in New HampJhire^^Confequences 
ofjhutting up Bojlon Harbour — Provincial Congrefs at Cambridge^ 
in New England — Hojlile Dejigns and military Preparations — 
Preparations in all the Colonies for holding a General Congrefs — 
Detachment of Britijh Troops fent to dejlroy military Stores at 
Concord — harajfed by the Americans — driven back by the way 
of Lexington to Bojlon — Bojlon invejled by an American Army — 
Meafures refpe&ing the State of America taken by the Englijb Ca^ 
binct — Reinforcement of Troops from Britain arrives at Bojlon — 
Battle of Bunkers Hill. 
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S foon as the ne^s of the proclamation reached Rhode CHAP. 
Ifland, forty pieces of cannon of different fizes, belonging «_ '— * 
to the crown, which had been mounted on batteries for the de- '^^^ 
fence of the harbour, were feized by the populace, and removed ^^^^^'^^^'^ 
into the country. They did not hefitate to own that this was done iflancL 
to prevent the cannon from falling into the bands of the king's 
troops, and that they meant to ufe them againft any power that 
fhould offer to moleft them. By the affembly of this province re^ 
folutions were alfo paffed for procuring at the public expence arms 
and military (lores wherever they could be obtained, and for train- 
ing the militia in military exercifes. 

In the province of New Hampfhire too, which had been hitherto 
moderate, the news of this proclamation caufed an infurreftion. A ^^^- ^^^ 

number 
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number of armed men affembledi and furprifed a fmall fort called 

William and Mary, garrifoned only by an officer and five men. 

And m New They took pofleflion of the ordnance, gunpowder, and other military 

HaDfipfhirc. ftores that were found in it; and thefe being removed, the fort wa5 

abandoned, and the officer^ with his men, releafed. 

Of all the colonies, that of New York fhewed the greateft averfion 
to giving up an intercourfe with the mother-country in the way of 
trade. Such of the aflemblies of the other colonies as had been 
called together fnice the breaking up of the general congrefs, had 
approved of its proceedings and confirmed its refolutions ; but the 
aflembly of New York, which met in the month of January of this 
year, refufed to accede to them. That aflembly neverthelefs agreed 
with the other colonial aflemblies in all the material points of their 
grievances; and, to obtaan*redrefs of thefe, tranfmitted, during their 
prefent feflion, a petition to be prefented to the king, a memorial to 
the houfe of lords, and a reprefentation and a remonftrance to the 
houfe of commons. 
Confcqucnccs In the mean time the difilculties which the inhabitants of Bofton 
Bofton har- had to contend with were every day increafing in confequence of the 
inclemency of the winter feafon. Contributions had been raifed, and 
fupplies of provifions fent to them from the other colonies ; but thefe 
were precarious, and not equal to their wants. In a large trading 
town, fuch as Bofton, where fo many of the inhabitants were en- 
tirely fupported by commerce and its dependencies, fcarcely any thing 
could befal them fo ruinous as (hutting up their harbour. No one 
was exempt from feeling its cffetSls in fome fhape or other, and many 
were plunged in the deepeft diftrefs. Their fufferings they imputed 
to the Britiih miniftry and parliament, and they felt all the refentment 
that the ills under which they fmarted were calculated to infpire* 
But the military force now coUe^ed at Bofton was fufficiently re- 
fpedable to prevent them from breaking out into thofe violences 
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which their former refradory condudl gave reafon to expeft, and CHAP, 
which their prefent feelings probably didated. Thefe feelings were W ?^<-?xjg^ 
the more grievous for being reprefled ; and the only confolation ^ ^^' 
which they received was in knowing that, throughout America, the 
inhabitants of Bofton were corifidered as martyrs to the American 
caufe. 

When the new provincial congrefs met at Cambridge, in the month provincial 
of February, they publilhed an addrcfs to the people calculated to alarm r°^urid5^ 
them with frelh apprehenfions; and in conclufion told them that, 
from the information which they had received, they had reafon to 
apprehend that the Britifh miniftry meant to devote to fudden de- 
ftruftion that province in particular, for having refufed, with the 
other colonies, tamely to fubmit to the moft ignominious flavcry^ 
Having thus awakened their fears, they, in the moft perfuafwe terms, 
exhorted the militia in general, and the minute-men * in particular, to 
perfeft themfelves without delay in military difciplme. They after- Their hoMc 
wards paffed refolutions for tht providing and making of arms; and mmuily p"c. 
forbad, in the ftriaeft manner, the inhabitants of the province from t*'*^'®^** 
fupplying the king*8 troops with any thing requifite for military 
fervice. 

Such hoftile intentions being manifefted by the provincial con^ 
grefs, whofe edids were obeyed as laws ; it became neceffary for the 
governor to difable them, as far as was in his power, from ading 
in a hoftile manner, by feizing on fuch of their military ftores as 
came within his reach* With this view, on the twenty-fixth of Fe- 
bruary, he ordered a fmall detachment of troops, under the command 
of a field officer, to proceed to Salem, and take poflfeflion of fomt 
brafs cannon and field-pieces, which had been brought there for the 

* Volunteer corps from the mHitia) who engaged to hold themfelves in readlnefs for fervice at 
a minute's notice. 
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c HAP. ufe of the provincial congrefs. The troops fent on this fervice were 
U, -i>— ^ embarked on board a tranfport at Bofton, in the morning, and car- 
^ ^* ried by water to Marble Head. Having landed there, they marched 
to Salem: But the cannon were removed before their arrival, and, 
according to the beft information they could receive, only that morn- 
ing. The officer, hoping to overtake them upon the road, marched 
on into the country until he was flopped by a fmall river, over which 
there had been a draw-bridge. Upon his approach, the bridge wa* 
taken up by a number of people afTembled upon the oppofite fhore^ 
who peremptorily refufed to let it down, alleging that the road was not 
a public one, and the bridge private property, over which he had na 
right to pafs without the owner's confent. The officer,, feeing a boat • 
in the river^ was about to make ufe of it for tranfporting his mea^ 
but fome country people, who were near^ perceiving his ijitention^ 
jumped into the boat, and with axes bega^ to cut holes in her botr« 
tom. Thefe people were interrupted by the foldiers, and a kind of 
fcuffle now enfued which of them fhould keep pofTeffion of the boat;, 
when a clergyman, who had been a witnefs of the whole tranfadtioc^ 
Seeing the officer determined to force his paflage, and fearing the 
confequences that might happen if he met with further refiflance^ 
prudently interpofed, and by his influence prevailed upoa the people 
on the oppofite fide to let down the bridge. This was accordingly 
done; and the detachment paffed over. But the day was now fa 
far fpent,^ in confequence of this interruption,, that any further attempt 
to overtake the cannon,! it was thought^ would be fruitlefs. The of- 
ficer marched back his men to Marble Head wimolefled, reimbarkcd 
with them on board the tranfport, and returned to Bofton. 

This incident is of little confequeace,^ except to fhow oa the one 
hand the flridt difcipline and cautious condud of the troops^ and oa 
the other, the boldnefs with which fuch condufl: infpired the people 
of the province to thwart their operations^ and obflru^t their movq- 

mentsc 
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'meats. The objed of the detachment was defeated by previous Intel- CHAP, 
ligence conveyed from Bofton. Although fome of the moft violent of <— %— ..i 
its inhabitants had removed into the country, a great majority of thofe ^'^'^^' 
who remained were not lefs hoftile to all the meafures of government. 
By them every adlion of the governor and every movement of the 
troopswere narrowly watched: Intelligence was conveyed byexprefles; 
and the people in the country were previoufly prepared for interrupt- 
ing, if not defeating, every military operation that was attempted. 

Preparations were now making in all the colonies for holding the Preparation* 
general congrefs, which was to meet at Philadelphia in the month {"niw^fo^"" 

of May. It has been before obferved, that the inhabitants of the ^oW'ngagc- 
. ' ^ nc lal con- 

middle and fouthern colonies began to arm themfelves individually gr cfs. 

towards the end of the preceding year : But the btifmefs of arming 
and putting the country in a ftate of defence was now taken up by 
the provincial conventions, which met for the purpofe of appointing 
delegates to congrefs. By them refolutions were paffed for difciplin- 
ing the militia, and for inftituting corps of volunteers and minute- 
men, after the example of the New England provinces : And con- 
tributions were direded to be raifed from the people, to be employed 
in the purchafe of arms and ammunition. Still however the objefl: 
of thofe preparations was not openly avowed in the public proceed- . 
ings and journals of thofe conventions; and ftill they profefled loyalty 
to the king, and attachment to the mother-country. 

But the time was faft approaching, when the maflc was to be 
thrown off, and when the fubjeds of the fame fovereign, marflialled 
in oppofmg armies, were to imbrue their hands in each other's bloods 
In the province of Maflachufets Bay the authority of the Britifli 
parliament had been firft called in queftion ; in the fame province 
the firft aftual oppofition to that authority was made ; and there it 
was deftined that hoftilities (hould firft commence between the mo- 
ther-country and her colonies. 

0^2 Information 
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Information having been brought to Bofton^ that a confiderablc 
quantity of military ftores purchafed by the agents for the provin- 
cial congrefs, were depofited at Concord, a town which, as we have 
of^BriSiT already had occafion to mention, was about twenty miles from 
ST/'mm. Bofton; general Gage, in the night between the eighteenth and 
ury itores at nineteenth of April, detached the grenadiers and light-infantry of his 
army, under the command of lieutenent-colonel Smith of the tenth 
regiment of foot, and major Pitcairne of the marines, with orders to 
proceed to Concord, and deftroy thofe ftores: And the following 
morning another detachn^nt, confifting of fixteen companies of 
foot, with fome marines, was ordered to march, under the command 
of earl Percy, to fuftain the firft. The detachment under lieutenant* 
colonel Smith, having embarked in boats, was conveyed up Charles 
River, as far as a place called Hiipps's Famu Being landed there in 
the night, the troops proceeded on their march to Concord; every 
precaution being taken, by fecuring fuch perlohs as they met with^ 
to prevent the people of the country from obtaining any intelligence 
of their march. But, notwithftanding this precaution, they had ad- 
vanced only a few miles, when it was perceived, by the firing of 
guns and the ringing of bells, that the ccnmtry was alarmed.. 

Upon this difcovery lieutenant-colonel Smith detached fix com- 
panies of light-infantry^ to march on in all hafte, and fecure two 
bridges on different roads, leading from Concord, and on the 
cither fide of it. Thefe companies reached Lexington, a town fif- 
teen miles from Bofton, about five in the morning ; and as they ad- 
vanced, faw a body of men aflembled under arms on a green adjoining 
to the road. Upon the near approach of the Britifh troops, who quef- 
tioned them as to the ca(ife of their being fo aflembled, and ordered 
them to difperfe, they retired in fome confufion : But as they went 
off, fcveral guns were fired upon the king's troops from behind a 
ftonc wall, and from fome adjoining houfes, which wounded one 

man^ 
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inan, and (hot major Pitcairae's horfe in two places. The Britiih 
troops now returned the fire, by which fome of the people under 
arms were killed, and others wcjunded, and the reft difperfed. The '^'^^' 
light- infantry having been delayed by this unexpedled rencounter, 
were now jomed by the grenadiers, and the whole detachment 
marched on unmolefted to Concord. 

Upon its approach to that place, another body of armed men, or 
militia, was feen aflembled upon a l^ill, near the entrance of the 
town ; and the light-infantry were ordered to difperfe them, whilft 
the'grenadiers marched on by the dire£t road to Concord. As the light- 
infantry afcended the hill, the militia retreated towards Concord, and 
pafled over one of the bridges on the other fide of it, which was 
immediately taken pofleffion of by the light-infantry. In the mean 
time the grenadiers were executing the purpofeofthe expedition, by 
deftroying the military ftores found at Concord. Whilft this Tias 
doings the militia, who had retreated over the bridge, appeared 
agsun, to the number of three or four hundred, and advancing up to 
it, as if they meant to pafs, were fired upon by the Britifli troops. 
The fire was returned, and a fharp adion enfued acrofs the river, in haraffcd hj 
which feveral on both fides were killed and wounded. But the pur- ^,^^°*^^ 
pofe of the expecKtion being now accompltihed, the light-infantry, 
pofted at the bridge, received orders to retire, and the whole de- 
tachment now began their march back to Bpfton» 

The whole country was by this time alarmed : The minute-men, 
volunteers, and militia, aflembled firom all quarters, and pofted 
themfelves amongft trees, in houfes *, and behind walls, along the 
road through which the Britifh troops were to pafsj whilft the 

« An officer, on the n^aix^r of the fecond detaclmient to Concord obferved to the com- 
mandant^iocd Percy, that, in his opii^on, the oppolition to the king's troops would be verjr 
Kttle, for that all the windows were ihut, ai^d the hou&s feemingly deferted* ** So much the 
" worfc," lord Percy replied j «* for we (hall be fired at from thofc Tcry houfes." 

5 militia^ 
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militia, who had been engaged at the bridge, reinforced with others 

hourly coming in from the country, were ready to prefs upon their rean 
'775* 

Such was the route by which the Btitifh troops had to pafs, fa- 
tigued and exhaufted as they were, by conftant exertion from the pre- 
ceding evening. And as foon as they Jjcgan their retreat, an in- 
ceffant though irregular fire commenced, which was kept up during 
Driven back ^^^ whole of their march back to Lexington, in which they were 
by the way of driven before the Americans like (heep. At that place they were 

Lexington to . . 

Bofton. met by the detachment under lord Percy, with two pieces of caiji- 

jion. The two detachments refted on their arms, and received fomc 
refrefhment. 

Lord Percy now formed his detachment into a fquare, in which 
he inclofed colonel Smith's party, who were fo much exhaufted 
with fatigue, that they were obliged to lie down for reft on the 
ground, their tongues hanging out of their mouths, like thofe of 
dogs after a chafe. Lord Percy, after refrefliing the troops, moved 
on towards Bofton, harafTed the whole of the way by the Ame- 
ricans, who, from behind ftone walls and other places of fhelter, 
kept up on our men an inceflant fire, on either flank, as well as in 
front and rear. This fire it would not have ferved any purpofe to 
return; as the Americans were concealed, and kept running from 
front to flank, and from flank to rear, loading their pieces at one 
place, and difcharging them at another. 

When the united detachments arrived at Bofton river, lord Percy 
afked information of the country people concerning the moft proper 
place for crofliing it. But, had he followed the advice he received, 
his troops, in palling the river, muft have been cut to pieces. Hav- 
ing a general knowledge of the country, he was led to fufpeft their 
intelligence, and pafled the troops at a diflferent place, where the 
Americans could not with fafety follow him^ 

In 
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In war there is nothing that fo much avails as fecrefy of defign C 
and celerity of execution : Nor, on the contrary, fo hurtful as un- 
neceffary opennefs and procra(lination» General Gage on the evening 
of the eighteenth of April told lord Percy, that he intended to fend 
a detachment to feize the (lores at Concord, and to give the com- 
mand to colonel Smith, " who knew that he was to go, but not 
*' where.'* He meant it to be a fecret expedition, and begged of 
lord Percy to keep it a profound fecreL. As this nobleman was 
pafling from the general's quarters home to his own, perceiving 
eight or ten men converiing together on the common, he made up 
to them ; when one of the men faid — " The Britifh troops have 
*' marched, but they will mifs their aimJ* " What aim ?" faid lord 
Percy. " Why," the man replied,. **• the cannon at Concord." Lord 
Percy immediately returned on his fteps,. and acquainted general 
Gage,, not without marks, of furprize and dilapprobation,. of what 
he had juft heard. The general fsdd that his confidence had beeo. 
betrayed, for that he had communicated his defign to one perfoa 
only befides his lordfhip^ 

As foon as the two detachments, after their jun£kion, refumed their 
march, they were again annoyed by the provincials, pofted as before, 
who kept up a continued firing until the Britifh troops reached 
Bofton, about fun-fet, quite fpent and worn down with fatigue. 19th Apnll 
The detachments, together,, amounted to fomewhat more than 
eighteen hundred men; and the whole lofs fuftained^ during this 
long and haraffing march, on the part of the Britifh,. was fixty-flve 
killed,, one hundred and thirty-fix wounded,, and forty-nine miffing. 
Several of Smith's party were feared by the Americans. The lofs 
of the provincials, as eflimated by themfelves, amounted, to fixty 
men, two. thirds of whom were killed. 

The condudl of colonel Smith in this unfortunate expedition was 
generally cenfured ; but lord Piercy gained, on this occafion, what 

he 
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c H A P, }^e afterwards uniformly fuft^ihfed, great reputation as ah istdtivc, 
^j— ^;'— -^ tirave, and intelligent dfiiccr. Such were the events of the day oil 
^^^' which blood was firft (hed in the cohteft between Great Britain and 
her colonies : Events which ferved to flicw, that if thfe Americans 
Were yet unacquainted with military difciplJne, they were not defti- 
tute of either <>ourage or conduct, but knew well, and dared to avail 
themfelvcs of, fu6h advantages as they pdflefled. The people of the 
colonies are accuftbmed to the ufe 6{ fire-drms from their earlieft 
youth, and are, An general, good markfmien. Such men, placed in 
a houfe, behind a ^*rall, or amohgft tr6es, are capable of doing as 
much execution as regular foidiers : And to thefe adV*ntQ'g69, which 
they poffeffed during the greateft part of the nineteenth ojf April, we 
may attribute the incdrifiderable lofs fuftained by them, compared 
with that of oiir detachments. 

The retreat of the Britilh troops to Bofton, which was always in- 
tended as foon as they had accomplifhed the purpbfe of their march, 
was reprefehfed in the province of Maflachufets Bay as a defeat; 
and fo much were the people of the province elated with their fup- 
pofed viftory, that nothing now was talked of but driving the king's 
troops out of Bofton, They were irritated too, by the fpreadihg 
of a report, that one object of the expedition to Concord was to 
ieize on John Hancock arid Simuel Adams, two very popular and 
leading charafters in the provincial congrefs. The militia from all 
the diftant parts of the province, on hearing what had pafled, poured 
in fo faft, that an army was foon affembled, amounting to twenty 
thbufand men, imder the command of colonels Ward, PribMe, 
Heath, Prefcott, and Thomas ; officers veho had ferved in the pro- 
vincial regiments during the late war, and w'ho now afted as gene- 
An American rals. With this army they formed a line of encampment of thirty 
l^rlikt^in' roil^ i» extent, reaching from the rhrer Myftic on the left to 'Rox- 
vefts Bofton. burgh on their right, and inclofing Bofton in the 'center. They 

fixed 
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fixed their head quarters at Cambridge, and were foon afterwards CHAP. 

joined by a large detachment of troops from Connefticut, under co- v.—. ->»1^>^ 

lonel Putnam* , an old provincial officer of approved experience and ^^^' 

reputation, who had ferved in the two laft wars, and now took fuch 

a ppiition with his detachment as to be able readily to fuccour fuch 

parts of the line of encampment as were neareft to Bofton. By this 

force, formidable certainly in point of numbers, was Bofton block* 

aded : But the works ereded on the neck of land which joins that 

town to the continent^ were now fo well ftrengthened and covered 

with cannon, that the provincials, numerous as they were, durfl not 

attack them. 

An army being already in the field, the provincial congrefs, which 
now removed to Water-town, a place about ten miles from Bofton, 
pafled regulations for arraying it, and for fixing the pay of the 
officers and foldiers. Rules and orders for the government of the 
army were alfo publifhed, and a vote pafled for ifluing a large fum 
in paper currency to defray its expences, for the redemption of 
which the faith of the province was pledged. By the fame congrefs 
a refolution was pafled on the fifth day of May, declaring that ge- 
neral Gage, by the late tranfadions, had utterly difqualified himfelf 
from ading in the province as governor, or in any other capacity, 
and that no obedience was due to him ; but, on the contrary, that 
he was to be confidered as an inveterate enemy. 

But it is now neceflfary to recur to fuch meafures as had been Mcafurcs of 
taken in England, during the winter, for reducing the colonies to cabinet,^* 
obedience. Notwithftanding the union which appeared amongft 
them, and their fixed determination not to fubmit to the authority 

• Colonel, afterwards general, Putnam, at the conclufion of the war in 1763, retired to 
a (inall farm, to which he annexed a tavern, an oeconomy not uncommon in America, parti- 
cularly in the province of New England, 

Vol. I. R of 
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C H A P. of parliament in the impoTition of taxes, the BritiCh miniftry ck^ 
\^ m^^ I termined to perfevere in their coercive plan, but with fome difcri* 
'^^^' mination according to the demerits of the refpedtive colonies. The 
New England provinces were confidered as the moft deeply repre* 
henfible j and as thefe had, early in the preceding year, entered into 
an affociation for giving up all commerce with the mother-country ; 
fo it was thought reafonable by the Britifli miniftry to interdict them 
on the other hand from all commerce with any other country; and, 
as a farther punifhment, to prohibit tliem from fifhing on the Banks , 
of Newfoundland. An ad of parliament for thefe purpofes was ac- 
cordingly pafled. But as it foon afterwards appeared that moft 
of the other colonies were treading faft in the fteps of the people of 
New England, it was thought neceflary to include them in the fame 
prohibition ; and another aft of parliament was pafled for this pur- 
pofe, extending to all the other colonies except New- York, North- 
Carolina, and Georgia. An addition to the land and fea forces was 
voted by the houfe of commons, and a large reinforcement ordered 
to Bofton, under the command of the generals Howe, Qinton, and 
Burgoyne ; all of them officers of reputation. 

But whilft the minifter was thus preparing to enforce his coercive 
meafures, he did not altogether lay afide the hope of reconciliation. 
With a view to this he moved a refolution in the houfe of commons 
as the bads of a future agreement between the mother-country and 
the colonies, which, after fome debate and oppofition, was carried. 
The purport of this refolution was, that when any of the colonies 
Ihould propofe, according to their abilities, to raife their due pro- 
portion towards the common defence ; fuch proportion to be raifed 
under the authority of the aflembly of fuch province, and to be dif- 
pofable by parliament; and when fuch colony fhould alfo engage to 
provide for the fupport of the civil government and the admini. 
ftration of juftice within fuch province ; it would be proper, if fuch 

propofal 




^775- 



AMERICAN WAR. 123 

pTOpofal fhoiild be approved of by his majefty in parliament, 
to forbear, in rcfpedl of fuch colony, to levy any duties 
or taxes, or to impofe any further duties or taxes, except 
iuch as fliould be neceffary for the regulation of trade. It 
"was hoped, that the offer of accommodation held out by this rc- 
'folution, would be readily accepted by the colonies, in order to avert 
the calamities impending over them in confequence of the prohi- 
l)itory ads of the prefent feffion of parliament already mentioned : 
JVnd had fuch an offer been made by the Rockingham adminiftra- 
tion previous to the repeal of the (lamp ad, there is fcarcely any 
^oubt that it would have been then gladly accepted by at leaft a 
majority of the colonies, and prevented that union amongft them fa- 
fatal to the authority of the mother-country. But it was now too 
late. The feafon for reconciliation was paft. The minds of the co- 
lonial inhabitants had become foured in the profecution of the dif- 
pute ; and every propofition now made by the Britifh miniftry waa 
viewed with jealoufy and received with diftruft. A kind of military 
furor, too, had by this time feized the inhabitants of the colonies, and 
rather than make any fort of conceffion to the Britifh parliament, 
they were willing to rifque the confequencesof oppofmg in the field 
their juvenile ardour to the matured ftrength of the parent ftate ; 
and in this refolution they were encouraged to perfift by recoUeding 
the events of the nineteenth of April, by which it appeared, ac- 
cording to their manner of reafoning, that in fuch a country as 
America, abounding with dangerous paffes and woody defiles, the 
Britifh troops, with all their valour, difcipline, and military ikill, 
were not, when oppofed to the Americans, fo formidable as had 
been generally apprehended. 

Copies of this conciliatory propofition were tranfmitted by the 
miniflry to America; and as foon as thefe arrived, the different affem- 
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blies were conTened, before whom they were laid for their conlr^ 
deration.. But this parliamentary refolutison was accepted by none 
of them as a ground for reconciliation. By fome it was viewed 
only as a minifterial fcheme for dividing and difuniting the colonies : 
By others it was held not to be fatisfadory, becaufe the amount of 
the ccMKribution was not left to the difcretion of the colonial affem- 
blies, but was to be determined by the king in parliament : And by 
all the aflemblies it was agreed to be referred to the general congrefs, 
which, they held, was alone competent to decide upon it. A refer- 
ence to the general congrefs was the fame thing as a rejection ; for 
it was well known that the Britifh miniftry would hold no commu-« 
nication with the general congrefs on that or any other fubjedl^ 
Such was the fate of the minifter's conciliatory propofition for ter-» 
minating the difpute between the mother-country and the colonies*. ' 

Towards the end of May, and in the beginning of June, the 
ekpefted reinforcements arrived at Bofton, with the generals ap- 
pointed to- command them. From the time of the expedition to 
Concord the Britifh troops had continued blockaded in Bofton^ the 
force then under general Gage being too fmall for any other purpofe 
than defence. But this force, now increafed by the troops lately 
arrived, was become refpeftable,. not fo much indeed for its num-^ 
bers, as the excellence of the troops of which it confided* 

As a ftep preparatory to ofFenfive meafures, general Gage on the 
twelfth of June iffued a proclamation, offering, in his majefty's name, 
a free pardon to all thofe who fhould forthwith lay down their arms,. 
John Hancock and Samuel Adams only excepted, and threatening 
with punifbment all fuch a3 Ihould delay to avail themfelves of the 
proffered mercy. By the fame proclamation alfo, martial law waa 
declared to be in force in the province, until peace and order ihould 
be fo fax teftored that juftice might be again adminiftered in the civil 
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courts. But this proclamation^ like others which had been iflued be- CHAP, 
fore, produced no beneficial efFe£t, and was as much difregarded as \^ ■»— ^1 
they had been. *^^^* 

Adjacent tcr the peninfula of Bofton, on the north, is another of 
fimilar form, called the Peninfula of Charleftown* They are fepa- 
rated from one another by Charles. River, which is navigable, and 
nearly the breadth of the Thames at London bridge : And on the 
northern bank of this river, over-againft Bofton, lies Charleftown, 
a fpacious well-built town, which gives name to the peninfula. The 
peninfula of Charleftown, being bounded on the north by the river 
Medford or Myftic, and on the eaft by Bofton harbour, is entirely 
furrounded by navigable water, except where it is joined to the main 
land by an ifthmus, fomewhat wider, and more acceflGble than Bofton 
Neck, In the centre of the peninfula rifes an eminence, called 
Bunker^s Hill, with an eafy afceat from the ifthmus, but fteep on 
every other fide ; and at the bottom of this hill towards Bofton 
ftands Charleftown. Bimker's Hill was fufficiently high to over- 
look any part of Bofton, and near enough to be within cannon- 
ihot. 

Why a fituation, from which the towtr of Bofton was fo liable » 
be annoyed, was fo long neglected, it is not eafy to aflign a reafon *. 
But, about this time, the provincials receiving information that ge- 
neral Gage had at laft come to a determination to fortify it, were re- 
folved to defeat his intention if poflible, by being the firft to occupy 
it ; and their refolution was executed, without delay. About nine 
in the evening of the fixteenthof June, a ftrong detachment of prOf 
vincials moved from Cambridgej and paffing filently over Charlef- 
town Neck, reached the top of Bunker's Hill unobferved. Having 

* It IB faid that general Gage was repeatedly advifed to occupy and fortify this command^ 
ing^poftv 

previoufly 



"i^: 



126 HISTORY OF THE 

CHAP, previoufly provided themfelves with intrenching tools^ they imme-- 
r.^ -(T- 'f diately fet to work, and threw up an intrenchment, reaching from 
^* the river Myftic on the left, to a redoubt on their right, both of which 
Bunkci's^^ they had nearly completed by the morning; their works being in 
^^ many places cannon-proof. Although the peninfula was almofl: fur- 

rounded with fhips of war and tranfports, the provincials worked fo 
filently that they were not difcovered till the morning ; when, at break 
of day, the alarm was given at Bofton, by a cannonade begun upon 
the provincial works, from the Lively fliip of war. A battery of fix 
guns was foon afterwards opened upon them from Cop's Hill, in 
Bofton ; and, about noon, a detachment from the army was landed 
upon the peninfula of Charleftown, under the command of major- 
general Howe and brigadier-general Pigot, with orders to drive the 
provincials from their works. The troops were formed without op- 
pofition as foon as they landed; but the generals perceiving that the 
provincials were ftrongly potted on the heights, that they were al- 
ready in great force, and that large columns were every moment 
coming in to their affiftance, thought it neceffary to apply for a rein- 
forcement. When the reinforcement arrived, the whole detachment, 
confifting now of more than two thoufand men, formed in two lines, 
moved on towards the enemy, with the light-infantry on the right 
wing, commanded by general Howe, and the grenadiers on the left by 
brigadier-general Pigot; the former to attack the provincial lines, and 
the latter the redoubt. The attack was begun by a fharp cannonade 
from fome field-pieces and howitzers, the troops advancing flowly, 
and halting at intervals to give time for the artillery to produce fome 
efie£t. The left wing, in advancing, had to contend with a body 
of provincials, pofted in the houfes in Charleftown, and in this con- 
flid: the town was fet on fire and burnt to the ground. The pro- 
vincials upon the hill, fecure behind their intrcnchments, referved 
their fire for tlie near approach of the Britilh troops, when a clofe 

and 
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and unremitting difcharge of mulketry took place, the provincials 
in the works, as foon as they difcharged their pieces, being fumifhed 
with others ready loaded. So inceflant ''and fo deftrudive was this 

'continued blaze of mufketry, that the Britifh line recoiled, and gave 
way in feveral parts. General Howe, it is faid, was, for a few fe- 
conds, left nearly alone; moft of the officers who were about him^ 
being either killed or wounded : And it required the utmoft exertion 
in all the officers, from the generals down to the fubalterns, to re- 
pair the diforder which this hot and unexpeded fire had pro- 

" duced. 

At this jundture, general Qinton, who had arrived from Boflon 
during the engagement, was moft eminently ferviceable in rallying 
the troops; and by a happy manoeuvre almoft inftantaneoufly 
brought them back to the charge. The Britifh foldiers, -ftung with 
the reflection of having given way before an enemy whom they de- 
fpifed, now returned with irrefiftible impetuofity, forced the in- 
trenchments with fixed bayonets, and drove the provincials from 
th^ir works* The latter, thus driven, fled with precipitation ; but 
as no purfuit was ordered, they were fufFered to retire unmolefted, 
except in paffing Charleftown Neck, which was enfiladed by the 
guns of the Glafgow floop of war, and fome floating batteries ; and 
here the provincials fuftained their greateft lofs. 

This deftrudive, although fuccefsful attack, coft the Britifh, in 
killed and wounded, nearly one-half the whole detachment. The 
total lofs amounted to one thoufand and fifty-four, of which two 
hundred and twenty-fix were killed, and eight hundred and twenty- 
eight wounded, nineteen commiffioned officers being amongft the for- 
mer, and feventy amongft the latter. The lofs on the fide of the 
provincials, as eftimated by themfelves, was four hundred and forty- 
nine ; of thefe one hundred and forty-five being killed or miffing^ 
and three hundred and four wounded* Amongft the flain on the 
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fide of the Britifli, were lieutenant-colonel Abercroinbie, and majora 
Pitcaime and Williams ; all of them officers of experienced bravery 
and diftipguifhed merit, who had fignalized themfelves on this fatal 
day, in an eminent degree; as alfo did major Spendlove, who died of 
his wounds fome days after. Amongft the provincials, fome officers 
of rank were alfo killed, but the lofs of dodlor Warren, who com-» 
manded in the redoubt, was mod lamented. 

If any thing had been wanting to fKow the bravery and difciplinc 
of the Britifli troops, the adion at Bunker's Hill furniflied an ample 
proof of both. Twice they were flopped, and twice returned to the 
charge. In the middle of a hot fummer's day, incumbered with 
three days provifions, their knapfacks on their backs, which, together 
\rith cartouche-box, ammuaition, and firelock, may be eftimated at 
one hundred and twenty-five pounds weight, with a fleep hill to 
afcend, povered with grafs reaching to their knees, and interfered 
With the walls and fences of various inclofures, and in the face of 3^ 
hot and wcU-diredted fire, they gained a complete vidory over 
three times their own number (for fuch was the Britifl\ general's 
eftimate) of provincials ftrongly pofted behind a breaft-work, an4 
defended by a redoubt. But, whatever credit may be due to the 
valour of the troops, the plan of the attack has been feverely cen- 
fured. 

. Had the Symmetry tranfport, which drew little water, and 
mounted eighteen nine-pounders, been towed up My (lie channel, and 
been brought to, within mufket-fliot of the left flank, which was 
quite naked J or one of our covered boats, mufket-proof, carrying a 
heavy piece of cannon, been towed clofe in; one charge on their 
uncovered flank, ;t was faid, might have diflodged them in a mo-^ 
raent. It has been alfo faid, that the Britifli troops might have been 
landed in the rear of the provincial intrenchment, and thereby 
have avoided thofe.4iificuUies ai^l impediijaents which they had to 
^ encounter 
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encounter in marching up in front. By fuch a difpofition, too, the C H A P, 
breaft-work of the Americans would have been rendered ufelefs, and v- ■,- 9 
their whole detachment, being inclofed in the peninfula, muft have ^^^** 
either furrendered at difcretion, or attempted, in order to get back to 
the main land, to cut their way through the Britifh line. Further 
ftill, it has been faid, that the fuccefs of the day was the lefs brilliant, 
from no purfuit being ordered, after the provincials had begun to take 
to flight. 

Few engagements are free from unfortunate accidents and miftakes: 
And fome which occurred in the adion at Bunker's Hill, are fup- 
pofed to have rendered that day more difaftrous than it would have 
otherwife been t^ he Britifh. During the engagement, a fupply of 
ball for the a^r**itry, fent from the ordnance department in Bofton, 
was found to be of '.Tger dimenfions than fitted the calibres of the 
field-pieces that accompanied the detachment — an overfight which 
prevented the farther ufe of the artillery: But a difadvantage, perhaps, 
ftill greater, was the unneceflary load already mentioned, under which 
the Britifh troops marched to the attack; and by which they were 
greatly exhaufled before they came to the fcene of adlion. This 
circumftance was univerfally cenfured as unmilitary and abfurd. 
Another error certainly was, that, inflead of confining our attack to 
the enemy's left wing only, the afTault was made on the whole front. 
Their left was covered with nothing more than a breafl-work of 
rsuls and hay, eafy to be fcramblcd over; and behind it, was an open 
hill which commanded their redoubt and lines. 
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Dejtgns ofCongrefy on Canada — Capture of Ticonderoga and Crown 
Point — Fort Cbamblee — St. Johns — and Montreal— Siege of 
^ebec. 

A LL the colonies, now united, vied with each other in pro- 
feffions of invincible attachment to the common caufe; and 
Z^"^^* the congrefs beheld their power acknowledged, in a very great degree, 
from Nova Scotia to Georgia. And as it was now evident that thq 
mother-country was as refolutely determined to maintain, as they were 
Dcfigns of to refift, her authority, they began to concert meafures for fup- 
CawJda! ^^ porting a war, and, in the firft place, to confider where that autho- 
rity was mod vulnerable. With thefe fentiments they caft their eyes 
on the province of Canada. 

Canada, furrounded by rivers and lakes, and ftretching from 
Nova Scotia, in an oblong direftion, almoft to. the fouthern ex- 
tremity of Penfylvania, was conveniently fituated for hoftile inva- 
fion, and would, if reduced, prove a moft important acquifition : 
Nor were various moral circumftances wanting to encourage the 
Americans to commence hoftilities by an attack on that extenfivc 
region. They were not unacquainted with that general odium that 
attended the Quebec a6t among the Canadians, who faw that it in- 
tended, by eftablifhing the French laws, to introduce arbitrary power. 
Neither were they ignorant that the reje£tion of the petition prefented 
againftthat ofFenfiye law, had weakened the attachment of the inhabit- 
ants to the mother-country ; by which country they conceived that they 
5 *^ad 
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had been treated with injuftice andoppreffion; inafmuch as,'^ though CHAP, 
fubjeft to her power, they were deprived of the chief bleflings re- 
fulting from her conftitution. The fupporters of the Americaa 
caufe failed not to place thofe arguments in as forcible a light as 
poffible : Nor were their reprefentations without efFed. The con- 
grefs however did not wait for the full refult of thofe difcontents 
and reafonings to which they gave birth, but came to a refolutioa 
to attack our province while they might do it with advantage. 

Ticondcroga and Crown Point, the former fituated at the north 
end of Lake George, and the latter near the fouthern extremity of 
Lake Champlain, form the gates on that quarter of Canada. Thefe 
pofts had already been fecured in the following manner : A volun- 3* Ma/. 
teer, of the name of Ethan Allen, aflembled, of his own accord, 
about fifty men, and proceeded immediately to the environs of the 
firft-mentioned fortrefs, commanded by captain De la Place of the 
twenty-fixth regiment, who had under his command about fixty men. 
Allen, who had. often been at Ticonderoga, obferved a complete 
want of difcipline in the garrifon, and that they even carried their 
fupine negligence to the length of never fhutting the gates. Having 
difpofed his fmall force in the woods, he went to captain De la Place;i 
with whom he was well acquainted, and prevailed on him to lend 
him twenty men, for the pretended purpofe of affifting him in 
tranfporting goods acrofs the lake. Thefe men he contrived to make 
drunk ; and, on the approach of night, drawing his own people 
from their ambufcade, he advanced to the garrifon, of which he £.*P*"';^ ^^ 

' *^ Ticondcroga, 

immediately made himfelf mafter*. As there was not one perfon 

awake, 

* The ftores taken at Ticonderoga were between xi2 and 120 Iron cannon, from 6 to 24 
pounders ; 50 fwivels of different fizes, 2 ten inch mortars, t howitzer, x cohom, 10 tons of 
. muflcet balls, 3 cart-loads of flints, 30 new carriages, a confiderable quantity of ihells, a ware* . 
houfe full of materials to cany on boat-building, xoo ftand of fmall arms> xo calks of very 

S 3 kidifferent 
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awake, though there was a fentry at the gate, they were all taken 

prifoners. 0n the commandant's afking Allen, by what authority 
1 11^ 

he required him to furrender the fort, he anfwered, " I demand 

" it in the name of the Great Jehovah, and the continental con- 
and of Crown " grefs/* The redudion of Crown Point, which had neither guacd 
°*°^* nor garrifon, became a matter of courfe. Allen alfo furprifed 

Skenefborough, belonging to major Skene, who, with his fon and 
negroes, were taken prifoners. About the fame time, an American 
officer, afterwards highly diftinguiflied, feized the only fhip of the 
royal navy on the Lake Champlain. Benedidt Arnold, at the com- 
mencement of the difference between Great Britain and America, 
was placed at the head of a company of volunteers by the inha- 
bitants of Newhaven. As foon as he received intelligence of the 
affair at Lexington, h« affembled his company, and declared his inten- 
tion of proceeding to Boflon. Having obtained their confent, he 
applied to a committee, to which general Woofter belonged, for am- 
munition. After fome demur they fupplied him, and he marched 
oflf with his company to the American bead-quarters, which he 
reached on the twenty-ninth of April. 

The whole military force of Canada^ at this period, did not exceed 
two regiments, the feventh and the twenty-fixth, containing toge- 
ther about eight hundred men : For fo much did general Carleton 
rely on his influence with the Canadians, and the reprefentations of 
the clergy, that in the preceding year aflurances were fent to general 
Gage at Boflon, that a corporal's command was fufficient for the 
defence of the province. Immediately however on the redudtion 
of Crown Point, Ticonderoga, and the king's fhip on the Lake 

indifFerent power, 2 brafs cannons, 30 barrels of flour, and iS barrels of pork. The prifoners 
were i captain, i gunner, 2 ferjeants, and 44 rank and £le, befides women and childrea. 
Captain de la Place, notwithftanding his ihameful conduct, was not brought to a court-nxartial^ 
but was fuffcred to fell out. 

Champlain, 
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Champlain, the two regiments were ordered to St. John's, a fort C HA p. 
about twelve miles from Montreal, which was ftrengthened by two s^ — y"-— ^ 
redoubts, that were ordered to be conftru6led on their arrival. 

No fooner was intelligence of the fuccefs of t*he Americans re- 
ceived at Bofton, than general Gage difpatched brigadier- general 
Prefcott, and two officers of inferior rank, with two fhips to Mont- 
real, where they arrived in July. About the fame time alfo colonel July. 
Guy Johnftone arrived at that place with feven hundred of the war- 
riors of the Five Nations, who propofed to general Carleton to re- 
take Crown Point and Ticonderoga, alleging that thefe places 
were but weakly garrifoned by the Americans. This projefl: was 
not adopted by the general. 

In purfuance of the refolutions of congrefs to attack Canada, the 
generals Schuyler and Montgomery were difpatched with three 
thoufand men to Lake Champlain, acrofs which flat-bottomed boats 
were to convey them down the Sorrel. And, in order that their 
paflTage might not be obftrufted,-thfey took pofleflion of an ifle call- 
ed the Ifle aux Noix, commanding the entrance into the lake. 
Hence they marched to St. John's, where they arrived on the fixth 
of September. The moment they landed they were attacked by a September, 
party of Indians, who obliged them to retreat to their boats, and to 
return to Ifle aux Noix. 

General Schuyler having fallen into an indifpofition of body, the 
command of the detachment devolved of courfe on general Mont- 
gomery, who being joined by.fcveral parties of Indians, -oflfended at 
their rejection by general GarletcJn, and: the remainder of the troops 
deftined for this expedition, refolved to advance immediately and lay 
fiege to St. John's. 

The whole military force of Canada being thus concentered in 

one point, colonel Aliens the fame -Allen to whom the Americans 

were indebted for the redudion of Crown Point and Ticonderoga, 

^^ and 
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CHAP, and who knew the weak ftate of Montreal, refolved to add, if pot 

K^ ■■,■! ,; fible, this important place to his other conquefts. 

'775« With a party of about one hundred and fifty men, compofed of 

Americans and Indians, he marched to the banks of the river St. Lau- 
rence, which he crofled in the night, about three miles below Mont- 
real. Intelligence however by this tim5 had been received of their 
approach; and the townVpcople, with about thirty-fix of the twenty- 
fixth regiment, being embodied under the command of major Camp- 
bell, attacked and beat back colonel Allen's detachment, and took 
the colonel himfelf prifoner. 

On this an order was difpatched to colonel Maclean, a brave, in- 
defatigable, and experienced officer, then at Quebec, to procure 
as many recruits as he could, and haflen to that part where the 
river Sorrel difcharges itfelf into the Gulph of St. Laurence. The 
colonel, by unwearied diligence, raifed a force of three hundred and 
feventy Canadians, with whom he marched to the poft to which he 
was ordered, where he vvas reinforced by about two hundred more 
of the natives. Here he remained waiting for orders, and expe£ling 
to be joined by general Carlcton, who intended to crofs the river at 
Montreal, and march to the relief of St. John's. 

But it unfortunately happened that at the place where the ge^ 
neral attempted to land, his boats could not be brought nearer than 
withiii a mulket fhot of the fliore, where, too, the enemy had planted 
two pieces of cannon, which annoyed them feverely. It was a fub- 
jed of general animadverfion^ that he had attempted to land at the 
only plafce where oppofition might be expeded, and contrary to 
the advice of the mod: experienced inhabitants. There were 
other places where he might have landed in fafety. Several of 
out men were killed : The few who landed were inftantly taken 
prifonersj and the general, with the fmall remainder of his detach- 
ment, was forced to return to Montreal. 

In 
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In the mean time, general Montgomery had taken Fort Chamblde, CHAP, 
a fmall fortrefs, five miles above St. John's, and commanded by major ^ — - _j 
Stopford, of the feventh regiment, at the head of about one hundred Capture of 
andfixty men, with a few artillery. The whole of the . detach- J^.^ ^^**°^" 
ment headed by Montgomery did not exceed, when greateft^ 
two thoufand five hundred men ; nor the force fent againft Cham- 
bl6c, under a lieutenant colonel, three hundred. For at leaft fifteen 
days there was no breach made in the wall, nor at any time any im-« 
preffionmade that deferved that name; for the enemy, who had only 
' two fix-pounders, and next to no ammunition, had never formed a re- 
gular battery *. The garrifon did not want powder and other ammuni- 
tion; but they were poorly clothed, and otherwife ill-provided. On 
the third of November they furrendered to the Americans, on the Nor. 3. 
condition of being allowed to go out with the honours of wan It 
was gener^^Uy and deeply regretted that this fort was not timeoufly 
reinforced, as it might have been, and alfo that the ammunition was 
not deftroyed ; as there was a fally-port through which it might 
have been thrown, even in day-light, and without the knowledge 
of the enemy, into the river. 

The apimunition found in ChamWee f enabled the American 
general to purfue the fiege of St. John's, which, for want of pro- 
vifions and ammunition, was under the neceffity of furrendering 
unconditionally on the thirteenth of November §. The works of Capti^of St 

St. ^••' 

* A fmall hole was made in the waD, but not within left than twenty-five feet from the 
ground. 

f Amounting to So barrels of flour, ii of rice, 7 of pcafc, 6 firkins of butter, 134 bar- 
rels of pork, 124 barrels of gunpowder, 300 fwivel fhot, i boxof mufket (hot, 6564 mufket 
cartridges, 150 Hand of French arms, 3 royal mortars, 61 (hells, 500 hand grenade, S3 royal 
fucker's mufkets, 83 accoutrements, and rigging for 3 veflcls. As the afiailants were reduced 
to their laft round of (hot, if it had not been for the furrender of Chambl^, they mxA have 
abandoned their attempt on Canada. 

§ In this fort were found' 1 7 braft ordnance from 2 to 24 pounders, 2 eight-inch hoyr- 
kzcrs, 7 mortars^ 22 iron ordnance from 3 to 9 pounderSi a cxmfiderable quantity of 

ihot ' 
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CHAP. St. John's had been fuffered to remain in bad order, and without 
fuflScient ftores, although the governor had long been informed that 
a defcent on Canada was in contemplation. Ammunition might, in 
good time, have been thrown in from Chamblee, only twelve miles 
dlftant. It is but juftice here to mention that the garrifon, con^ft- 
ing 6f upwards of five hundred regulars, and above one hundred 
Canadian volunteers, behaved with great fortitude and perfevetance, 
though, from the difadvantages juft mentioned, they were forced to 
furrender. Immediately on the furrender of St. John's, general 

and of Mont- Carleton quitted Montreal, as it was incapable of making any defence. 
It fell of courfe into the hands of the American general. 

Apprehenfions were now entertained for the fafety of Quebec, and 
not without reafon ; for at this period it was ill provided with men, 
and its /fortifications were in a ruinous condition. The garrifon 
contained but one captain, two fubalterhs, and fifty nien^ of the 
feventh regiment, one lieutenant-colonel, fix captains, twelve fubal- 
terns, and three hundred and fifty of coldnel Maclean's corps then 
raifing, five companies of Britifh militia, cbntaining each about forty 
men, fix companies of Canadian militia^ about fifty men each, a bat- 
talion of feamen, under the command of captain Hamilton of the 
Lizard frigate, amounting to two hundred and fifty men, and a few 
of the artillery; There were no other works than a wall, furround- 
ing the town ;^ the parapets were broken down in feveral places, and 

(hot and (hells, and about 800 ftand of fmall arms, with a few naval ftores. The cap- 
ture of St. John's muft undoubtedly be attributed to the (hameful furrender of Chan\blee by 
major Stopford, and to the reprchenfiblc negligence of the commanding oflSccrs at Montreal 
and Quebec. It was well known that St. John's po(re(red neither a fufficient quantity oi 
ftores nor provifions; yet no aflSftance was afforded them in either of thefe articles, though both 
of them could have been procured with fufficient eafc from Chatnblce and Montreal, from 
the former place even by land carriage. The fort however, notwithftanding thefe difadvan- 
tages, was moft gallantly defended, and was furrendered only on account of the want of pro- 
vifions and ammunition. 7 ^ .} 

there 
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tlifire was neither glacis nor covered-way. The majority of its in- 
habitants were but ill afFe£led to the Britifh caufe ; and the Quebec 
ad, with the rejedtion of their petition againft it, had in a manner 
alienated their afFedions from the mother-country, as already ob- 
ferved. At this period general Carleton was not very popular ; for 
when the Quebec a<a: was in contemplation, he had taken an adive part 
in the framing of it, and, on his examination before the houfe of 
commons, had caft fome reflexions on the conduft of the Britiflx 
merchants of that province. His manners, befides, were not conci- 
liating, and he had always attached himfelf to the Canadian noblefle. 
The Americans were not ignorant of thefe circumftances, which, 
with good reafon, they flattered themfelves would operate in their 
favour. 

Colonel Maclean in the mean time, with his detachment, which 
decreafed daily by defertion, ftill remained in expeftation of receiv- 
ing orders at Sorrel; which place, however, he was at length, without 
waiting for orders from fir Guy Carleton, determined to quit on the 
following account : On the fifth of November, an exprefs was 
tranfmitted to him, acquainting him that colonel Arnold had unex- 
pededly arrived at a place called Point Levy, oppofite Quebec, and 
that the city was in the moft imminent danger. 

At the time when the provincial army was encamped before Bof- 
ton, colonel Arnold laid before generalWafhington the following plan : 
About one hundred and thirty miles to the northward of Bofton, 
a river called the Kennebeck, ftretches from the fea as far northward 
as the lake St. Pierre, which is at no great diftance from the city 
of Quebec. The colonel propofed to fail up the river with a de- 
tachment of one thoufand five hundred men, and penetrating through 
the fwamps, forefts, and hilly land that feparate New England from 
Canada, beyond the fources of the Kennebeck, to furprife Quebec; 
which being unprepared for fuch an attempt, would fall an 

Vox.L T eafy 
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C HA P. eafy prey. General Wafliington having teftificd his approbatio 
v..^-.^^ — ^ of the propofal, the colonel fet out on his expedition. Ex- 
»775- treme were the difficulties and dangers he encountered and fur- 
mounted with the moft aftonifliing fortitude and perfeverance. 
The Kennebeck is full of rocks and flioals, which often obliged 
this gallant detachment to cany their boats and rafts on their backs 
for miles along the fhore. Nor when they had traverfed the length 
of the Kennebeck were their difficulties diminifhed. The fwampy 
grounds, added to the fatigue already endured, produced a variety of 
diforders; provifions began to fail, and a third part of the detachment, 
on fome trivial pretence, deferted with a colonel at their head. Diffi- 
culties however feemed only to invigorate Arnold : Neither difpirited 
by the defertion of a part of his army, nor by the difeafes under which 
many of the remainder laboured, the colonel left the fick behind him, 
and marched on. Six weeks after his departure from Boftbn he ar- 
rived on the plains of Canada, and immediately encamped oppofite 
to Quebeo, at a fpot called Point Levy. 

The conftemation occafioned by his unexpei^ed arrival, and by 
the intrepidity of the atchievement, was univerfal ; and had not the 
fmall-craft and boats been fortunately removed before his approach, 
he would doubtlefs, in the general conftemation, have made himfelf 
mafter of the city. The removal of thefe produced a delay of fome 
days, to which Quebec owed her fafety ; for colonel Maclean, with 
his fmall detachment, having quitted Sorrel, after having informed fir 
Guy Carleton by letter of his intention, advanced by forced marches to 
Quebec, where he arrived in the evening of the thirteenth of November. 
On the fucceeding day, Arnold, by the help of a dark night, having 
landed his men on the other fide of the river, and being totally^ 
ignorant of colonel Maclean's arrival, attacked the city at the gate of 
St. Louis, but was repulfed with flaughter ; the city being ftrength- 
ened by fome pieces of cannon that were landed from a frigate in 

the 
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the river. Arnold receiving intelligence from feveral Canadians re- 
dding in Quebec, that it was propofed to attack him early in the 
morning of the nineteenth, removed his men to Point au Tremble, 
twenty miles diftant from Quebec. 

On the twentieth, general Carleton, who had made his efcapc 
through the enemy's craft in a whale-boat, arrived in the city, and 
immediately began to make vigorous preparations for its defence. 
At the fame time he exprefled his entire approbation of colonel 
Maclean's conduft, and publicly thanked him for his very judicious 
and gallant conduft. 

Arnold, who had brought no artillery with him, and who now dif- 
covered the impoflibility of taking the city without that advantage, 
contented himfelf with returning to the fpot he had formerly occu- 
pied, where he could intercept all fupplies and communications, and 
where he refolved to wait the arrival of Montgomery. Montgomery, 
after the capture of Montreal, employed himfelf in conftruding 
flat boats to attack the Britifh armaments, which, confiding of eleven 
armed veflTels, on board of which were general Prefcot, and fome 
other oflRcers of rank, together with a large quantity of military 
ftores, was obliged to furrender to his viftorious arms. Proceeding 
immediately to Quebec, he arrived there on the fifth of December, 
and fummoned the city to furrender. The fummons was treated 
with contempt, and general Carleton refufed all correfpondence wuth 
him. Batteries were then immediately opened, which did little da- 
mage, and were demolifhed almoft as foon as they were eredled. 
The whole artillery and fortifications of the city were committed to 
the management of colonel Maclean (whofe indefatigable diligence 
and intrepid demeanour during the whole of the fiege acquired him 
infinite honour), and every poflible preparation was made to defend 
the city to the laft extremity. 

T 2 Mont- 
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Montgomery and Arnold were now in a moft critical fitnation 
from the want of proper artillery, for they had none heavier than 
twelve pounders. They faw themfelves unable to make any impre£» 
fion on the fortifications of Quebec; and from the malcontents^ 
they had nothing now to expedt, becaufe each had thought it moft 
prudent to join the common caufe for the prefervation of his own 
private property. Winter was approaching faft, and to confume it 
on the plains of Canada was a profpeiS: moft dreary and unpromifmg j 
yet, on the other hand, it was effentially neceflary that the firft cam- 
paign fhould be clofed with a brilliancy that fhould prevent the pub* 
fie ardour from experiencing any diminution. 

Thus fituated, it was refolved to ftorm the city. Forlorn indeed 
were the hopes of fuccefs ; but forlorn, at any rate, was the profpeft 
before them > and the refolution was not abandoned. It was fup* 
pofed that Montgomery was averfe to this meafure, but he was un* 
der the neceffity of giving his aflent, becaufe a large number of his 
men, whofe time of fervice had nearly expired, threatened to leave 
him immediately if the attempt were not made. The neceflary dif- 
pofition for ftorming thie town was accordingly put in execution, 
and Montgomery refolved to lead the forlorn hope.. Four 
attacks were to be made at the fame time — ^two falfe ones, by 
Cape Diamond and St. John's Gate; and two real, under Cape 
Diamond, by Drummond's Wharf and the Potafh. The attacks 
were to be begun at break of day on the thirty-firft of December 
1775, and the firing of rockets was to be the fignal.^ By fome 
miftake however, the attacks on Cape Diamond and St. John's 
Gate were begun firft, and the EngKfh difcovering them to be 
merely feints, pofted only a flight force to defend thofe points, and 
conveyed the greater part of their flxength to the low^ town, 
where with good reafon they imagined the real attacks were to hj^ 
2. made. 



AMERICAN WAR- 141 

inadc. Montgomery headed one of thefe attacks, Arnold the C H a ?♦ 
other. Montgomery, with nine hundred men, had to pafs a dan- t -r ^ w 
gerous part, where he was between two fires. He led his raen '^7^' 
however to the attack with that coolnefs and intrepidity which 
never forfook him. Captain Baimsfeathcr, the mafter of a tranf- 
port, who defended this poft, fuffered the enemy^s detachment to 
advance within fifty yards before a gun was fired. A dreadful 
difcharge of cannon was then poured upon them, and almoft the 
firft who fell wafe Montgomery. The Americans, deprived thus 
of their gallant leader, paiifed a moment^ but did not retreat. They 
marched onward to the attack with firmnefs, and for half an hour 
fuftained a moft galling difcharge of cannon and mufquetry. 
Finding then that their attempts could not be attended with fuo 
cefs, they withdrew from the attack, and retreated. 

Arnold, who at the head of feven hundred men attacked the 
city at the Saut des Matelots, was rather more fuccefsful. The 
Canadian guard, appointed to defend it, ran away after the firft 
fire ; and of the feamen who managed the guns, all were either 
killed or wounded. Arnold having the misfortune to receive a 
, wound in the leg early in the engagement, was obliged to retire ; 
but the next in command continued the attack with unabated 
vigour. The firft and the fecond barriers were taken, after aa 
obftinate refiftaiice, and againft the third a ladder was already 
placed to convey the enemy into the town, when a detachment 
of colonel Maclean's regiment under captain Nairn, and a party 
with colonel Caldwell at their head, fortunately arrived. Cap- 
tain Nairn immediately feized the ladder, and by his refolute 
condu£t drove the enemy from the houfe againft which they had 
fixed it. They were then driven from the barrier, after a moft 
defperate attack, and purfued to fome diftance. In thefe attacks 

the 
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the lofs on the part of the Englifh was but trifling, nor did the 
Americans lofe above fifty men. 

Colonel Arnold, though thus difappointed in his endeavours 
^gainft Quebec, refolved not to withdraw from the province. 
He ftill remained encamped on the heights of Abraham, whence 
he could intercept any fupplies that might be attempted to be 
conveyed into the city, and where he hoped to increafe his 
fmall detachment by ingratiating himfelf with the Canadians. 

Such was the iflue of the expedition againft Canada, and fuch 
the termination of the firft campaign, in which the Americans 
had acquired great military diftindlion; yet brilliantly (though 
certainly unfuccefsfully) as the firft campaign was concluded, the 
Americans thought their military glory dearly purchafed with the 
lofs of the gallant Montgomery. 

* Montgomery, at the conclufion of the laft war, retired to America, 
where he married. Here his charafterwas fo univerfally refpeAed,that 
at the commencement of the difturbanccs he was invited by congrefs to 
defend their caufe, and honoured with the rank of brigadier-general. 
His manners were eafy and conciliating, and he poffefled in a 
peculiar degree the art of acquiring the confidence of thofe whom 
he commanded. In his perfon he was tall and flender, but well 
limbed. The day after the attack his body was found, and upon 
examining it, a wound was difcovered in each thigh, and one on 
his head. 
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CHAP. IIL 

Situation of Affair: in Virginia j North and South Carolina^ and at 

Bojlon. — 1775, 1776. 

^HE fatal effeds of diforder and tumult were not felt, however, CHAP. 



folely in the northern provinces. In the fouth the fituation of 
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affairs was equally critical and alarming. The governor of Virginia at skiit/^ f 
this period was the earl of Dunmore, a man of fuflficient firmnefs and affa/"in Vir- 
refolution, and who had been formerly very popular. His popularity, 
however, was now rapidly declining; for, at the commencement of 
the difturbances in the other colonies, he had tranfmitted to the go- 
vernment of Great Britain an account of the ftate of the province of 
Virginia. The particulars of this ftatement, by fome means becom- 
ing known, highly incenfed the planters, to whom it chiefly related. 
It reprefented them as encumbered with debts, of which they feemed 
anxious to rid themfelves by encouraging rebellion. It accufed them 
of impeding the operations of juftice, in order to procure temporary 
advantages by fuch delays ; and it concluded by deducing from their 
condudk a predidion that they would foon attach themfelves openly 
to thofe who oppofed the mother-country. 

The planters were more highly enraged on account of the truths 
which this reprefentation contained. They poured upon the go- 
vernor the fouUeft torrents of iiivedive and abufe, and infinuated 
that his lordihip, in conjundidn with adminiftration, had formed a 
^fign of affalfihating the fpeaj^ei;^ their iaflembly, Mr. Randolph. 

In 
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^ ^.A ^' Ii^ order to add to the efFed of this infinuation, the corporation of 
Williamlburg prefented an addrefs to Mr. Randolph, who returned 
an anfwer,not at all calculated to difappoijit the wifhes of thofe with 
whom it had originated. While the public mind was thus ftimu- 
lated, an event occurred .wjxich was made a pretence for taking up 
arms. 

Lord Dunmore,.foref(?eing the confequences of this ftate of fer- 
mentation, and unwilling to place the means of violence within the 
power of the planters, had early in May removed the gunpowder 
from the public magazine at Williamfburg. The motives of this 
meafure being eafily penetrated j an armed force aflembled under the 
command of a Mr. Henry, a man poffeffed of great influence and 
popularity^ in order to compel a reftitution of the powder- This 
detachment^ however, proceeded no further than within fifteen miles 
of WHliamfburg, where they were jnet by the magiftrates of the 
city, who prevailed on them to depart, after having entered into an 
agreement that the receiver-general of the province fhould become 
fecurity for the payment of the gunpovrder. 

But the reign of temperance and moderation was now at an end ; 
public meetmgs and military affociations were univerfally encouraged; 
and the affembly of the province^ approving the conduct of Mn 
Henry, ordered a guard to be provided for the fafety of the 
magazine, without Submitting this ftep to the confideration of the 
governor* 

In confequence of lord Dunmoi^e's intimations to the govern- 
ment of Great Britain, feveral conciliatory propofitions were tranf- 
piitted to hilslordfliipj who, early in June, laid them before the council 
of Virginia^ Th€ council acceded to them j but the aflfembly una- 
faimoufly refufed their acqukfcence. Scarcely had this rejedion been 
conveyed to his lordihip, when, from a private channel, he received 
intelligence of a defigQ upQ& hisJi^B^ : It is pro^abl^^rthat this wai 

only 
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only afaWe alarm, conveyed by the malcontents to the governor, in 
order to induce him to retire from the province. Whether it was 
or was not, his lordfhip certainly adopted the moft prudent line of 
conduct: For immediately on receiving this intimation, he aban- 
doned his houfe and property, and with his lady and children re- 
tired on board the Fowey man of war. The motives for this ftep 
he tranfmitted to both houfes, who immediately united in addrefling 
his lordfhip ; afluring him that his fufpicions were ill-founded, and 
befeeching him, for the fake of the public peace, to return to the ca- 
pital. But his lordfliip, unwilling to commit himfelf in a manner to 
their cuftody, declined complying with the .contents of the addrefs. 
Neverthelefs, he fubmitted to their confideration the fubfequent pro- 
pofition : That he would either correfpond with the council and 
affembly from the Fowey, or adjourn them to York, about twelve 
miles from Williamfburg, where he had no objedion to refide, and 
terminate the bufmefs of the feffion. This propofal, however, was 
reje&ed, and both houfes continued fitting. After having, on a tri- 
vial pretence, increafed the military eftablifhment, by the addition of 
a company of riflemen, they proceeded to inveftigate the con- 
dudl of the governor. In the courfe of this inveftigation feveral pro- 
pofitions arid mefTages were tranfmitted to his lordfhip, the purport 
of which was, that he fliould return to Williamfburg, to give his 
aflfent to feveral bills ; replace the powder he had removed from the 
magazine ; and depofit an additional quantity of military flores for 
the ufe of the colony. To thefe propofitions his lordfhip returned 
for anfwer, that, as his fufpicions relative to his perfonal fafety were 
by no means allayed, he could not return to Williamfburg, but that 
if the council and affembly chofe to bring the bills to him, he would 
give his afTent to them. With refpedl to the powder, the colony had 
no right to claim it, becaufe it belonged to the Rippon man of war. 
To the lafl propofition his lordfhip returned no anfwen Immedi- 
VoL, L U ately 
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ately on receiving this determination, the aflembly entered the fol- 
lowing refolution on their journals ; viz. " That their rights and 
" privileges had been invaded j that the conftitution of the colony 
" was in danger ; and that preparation ought to be made accord- 
" ingly." Having pafled this refolution, both houfes adjourned to 
Oaober. 

The greateft part of the members having now retired to their plant- 
ations, and tumult and diforder having fomewhat fubfided, lord 
Dunmore, with feveral officers of the Fowey, ventured to a farm be- 
longing to his lordfhip on the banks of York river, about two miles 
from WilUamfburg. Many minutes, however, had not elapfed after 
their arrival, before intelligence was received of a party of riflemea 
being on their march to feize his lordfhip. He was therefore under 
the neceffity of retreating immediately to the boats, which were ready 
to receive him. Several (hot were fired at them, but happily they 
were at too great a diflance to receive any injury. Lord Dunmore^ 
now fully convinced that moderate meafures would be feeble and 
inefFedual, difpatched his lady and family in a fchooner to England, 
and repaired immediately to Norfolk, a town advantageoufly fituated 
at the mouth of Chefapeak Bay. In the mean time, the colony 
proceeded to the election of deputies, who, on their meeting, affumed 
the appellation of the provincial convention. After juflifying their 
conduit, by afferting that their liberties and pofTeffions were enr 
dangered by the machinations of the mother-country, they increafed 
the military eftablifhment, and impofed taxes for the maintenance 
of it. 

At this period the refources pofTeffed by lord Dunmore were very 
inadequate to oppofe or counterad the proceedings of the convention* 
His lordfhip had ravaged thofe parts which were contiguous to the fhore, 
and had made an attempt to burn the town of Hampton. In this how- 
ever, though well fupported by the Ihipping, he was unfuccefsful. A 
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body of riflemen coming to the affiftance of the town, compelled him 
to retire with the lofs of one of his veflels. In order to remedy 
this infufficiency of refources, his lordfhip adopted a meafure which 
was certainly not very politic, and which ftimulated the minds of 
the Virginians almoft to a degree of phrenfy. He iflued a procla- 
mation, declaring martial law to be in force throughout the colony. 
He eredlcd the royal ftandard, to which he commanded his majefty's 
fubje£ts to repair, and he emancipated all the flaves who fhould 
take up arms in defence of the Britifh caufe. By this means his 
lordfliip obtained a confiderable increafe of ftrength, but far from 
adequate to his expeftations. He had already fecured the pofleflion 
of all the country fituated between Norfolk and the fea ; when the 
provincial meeting, in order to prevent the defertion of the flaves, 
and to arrefl: his lordfliip in his career, rcfolved to fend a confider- 
able force againfl: him. About, the beginning of November, a de- 
tachment, confifl:ing of one thoufand men, was difpatched from the 
wefl:ern fide of Virginia to Norfolk, in the neighbourhood of which 
they arrived early in December. The river Elizabeth running be- 
tween them and the town, they were under the neceflity of making a 
circuit often miles to a village called theGreat Bridge, where the river 
is fordable : Previoufly, however, to their arrival, the bridge had been 
removed, and fome works thrown up, which were defended by a 
body of provincials and negroes, in order to impede their crofliing the 
river. Thus fituated, and convinced that the loyalifts would foon be 
obliged to abandon their pofl:, the Americans contented themfelves 
with intrenching on the oppofite fide of the river. Lord Dunmore, 
though he pofleflfed a confiderable degree of military experience, 
was impetuous and impatient. He refolved to adopt a fcheme which 
was certainly not defenfible on the grounds of prudence, and which 
was far from receiving the approbation of thofe who were under his 
command. The fcheme was, to attempt to diflodge the enemy from 
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their intrenchments on the other fide of the river. On the eighth 
of December a detachment of one hundred and twenty men, under 
the command of captain Fordyce of the fourteenth regiment, a brave 
officer, departed from Norfolk at midnight, and arrived at the Great 
Bridge before day-break. The planks of the bridge v/ere replaced 
as filently as poffible, and every proper difpofition made for the at- 
tack. The Americans, however, apprifed of the fcheme, had pre-* 
pared themfelves accordingly. A caufway extended from the bridge 
througli a fwampy bottom, almoft as far as the enemy's works^ 
which were fituated on a rifing ground. The right fide of this 
caufway was fkirted by a thicket, within the diftance of mufket- 
fhot. At break of day captain Fordyce croffing the bridge pro- 
ceeded along the caufway, and was fufFered to advance very near 
the intrenchments without oppofition. A heavy fire was thea 
poured at the fame moment upon him, both from the thicket and 
the works, which did great execution. Difconcerted, but not 
daunted, he ftill continued to advance. A fecond difcharge from 
the enemy proved fatal to him. He fell within a few feet of the 
breaft-work of the intrenchments. Thirty of the hundred and 
twenty, including the leader, being now killed or wounded, the de-r 
tachment retreated from the attack, and retired acrofs the bridge. 

On the fucceeding night, the Englifh abandoned their poft be- 
tween the Elizabeth and Norfolk, which laft place it was thought 
prudent alfo to relinquilh, on account of the increafing ftrength of 
the Americans. Lord Dunmore therefore, with fuch of the inha- 
bitants as were attached to the Britifh caufe, retired on board the 
fliipping in the river, and the Americans took pofleffion of the town. 

The loyalifts were now in the moft pitiable fituation : Provifions 
were fcarce, and fuch of the boats as ventured on fhore to obtain a 
frefh fupply, were in the moft imminent danger from the riflemen, 
who had taken pofTeffion of the wharfs, which projeiSled a great 
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way into the river. To remedy this inconvenience, it was refolved chap. 
by lord Dunmore to fet thefe wharfs on fire. This was performed 
accordingly, on the firft of January 1776. The other parts of the 
town were at the fame time fet on fire by the Americans ; and thii3 
was the town of Norfolk levelled with the duft. Norfolk, at the 
commencement of the difturbances, was one of the moft flourifliing 
towns on the fhores of the Chefapeak. It contained eight thoufand 
inhabitants. Its proximity to the fea, the excellence of the timber 
that grew in abundance near it, the capacioufnefs and fafety of its 
harbour, and the falubrity of its fituation, had rendered it the mod 
defirable place of refidenge in the extenfive province of Virginia. 
The damage computed to be done by the deftrudtion of this place 
was near four hundred thoufatid pounds. 

After the conflagration of Norfolk, the Americans, in order to pre- 
vent the fhipping from procuring provifions, deftroyed all the plant- 
ations contiguous to the river, forcing the pofTeflbrs of them to re- 
move with their effeds into the interior parts of the province. 
Experiencing now the greateft diftrefs, the fhips were obliged to put 
to fea, and lord Dunmore, leaving a confiderable body of the loy- 
alifts and negroes who had joined the royal ftandard, proceeded 
with the remains of his army to New York, and joined the army 
wnder the command of general Howe. 

In ftating the fituation of aflfairs in Virginia at this period, it may 
not be thought anomalous to mention the particulars of an enlarged 
and daring fcheme that was proje£ted by a Mr. Connelly, a native of 
Penfylvania, and communicated to lord Dimmore while he was on 
the coaft of Virginia. , The plan was, to invade that and the other 
fouthern colonies on their back and inland parts, where it was known 
that the people were ftrongly attached to the Britifli government. 
Thefe, it was not doubted, would take up arms in its defence; and it 
was alfo fuppofed that feveral of the Indian tribes might be induced 

to 
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to join them. With this force it was intended to open a paflagc 
into the very heart of the colonies. The projeiSor, Mr. Connelly, 
*^^^* was peculiarly fitted for the conduct of fuch an enterprife. He was 
adlive, enterprifing, patient of fatigue, and he poflefled that which 
is the foul of enterprife, unconquerable perfeverance. 

The fcheme having received the approbation of lord Dunmore, 
was immediately put into execution. Notwithftanding the variety of 
difficulties and dangers that furrounded him, Mr. Connelly traverfed 
the province of Virginia from Chefapeak Bay to the Ohio, a journey 
of between three and four hundred miles, negotiated a treaty 
with the Indians on that river, and brought over to his purpofe the 
white people fituated in thofe diftant fettlements. Returning to 
lord Dunmore, he was immediately difpatched to general Gage, 
who appointed him leader of the enterprife, and promifed him his 
countenance and fupport. 

It was determined that Mr. Connelly, as early as poffible in the 
enfuing fpring, fhould coUedl as many men as Detroit and the 
neighbouring forts could fpare, and proceed with them to Fittfburg, 
fituated beyond the Allegany mountains, where he was to remain 
until he had procured a fufficient number of perfons attached to the 
Britifh caufe. He was' then to crofs the Allegany mountains, and 
penetrate into Virginia : Then leaving a ftrong garrifon at Fort 
Cumberland, he was to fail down the river Potomack, and feize upon 
Alexandria, where lord Dunmore was to join him with as many 
fhips as poffible. Strong fortifications were immediately to be con* 
ftrufted, in order that at all times the friends of government might 
declare themfelves and form a jundion, and that all communication 
might thus be cut off between the northern and fouthern colonies, 
divided from each other by the Potomack, which ftretches from an 
arm of Chefapeak Bay to the Allegany mountains. It is broad, 
rapid, and not eafily to be forded. The only town of any confe- 
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quence on its banks was Alexandria, equidiftantly fituated between C HA P. 

the fea and the Allegany mountains. But the fcheme was fruftrated \ ^ ,,,; 

by one of thofe caufes which, trifling as they appear, produce often ^'^^* 
the mod important effeds. 

Already had Mr. Connelly penetrated to the back fettlements of 
Maryland, and had congratulated himfelf on having fortunately 
efcaped almoft every danger, when a tradefman, who knew him, met 
him on the road,^ and immediately communicated his fufpicions to 
the neareft committee. In confequence of this information, he was 
feized, thrown into prifon, his papers taken from him, and tranf- 
mitted to congrefs. Thefe difcovered the whole fcheme, which was 
thus entirely overthrown ; Mr. Connelly was fent prifoner to Phila- 
delphia, where he was put ia ironSj^^ and treated with the mod 
rigorous feverity. 

While lord Dunmore was thus driven from his Eovernment of !« Nonh Ca- 

° rolma> 

Virginia, the governor of North Carolina, Mr. Martin, was not 
more peaceably fituated. The fame complaints were advanced 
againft him as had been adduced againft his lordlhip, viz. of hav- 
ing attempted to ftir up the negroes againft their matters. The re- 
plication of Mr. Martin, couched in the form of a proclama- 
tion, was fo fpirited and fevere, that the provincial convention voted 
it to be a moft outrageous libel, and ordered it to be burnt by the 
public executioner. 

Ten or twelve pieces of old difmounted cannon, which had 
been for many years ufed only on joyful occafions, lay on the 
banks of the river near governor Martin's houfe at Newburn. On 
the firft of June 1775, the governors fervants being employed in 
examining them (probably for the purpofe of ufing them on his 
majefty's birth-day), were obferved by the malcontents, who fpread- 
ing the alarm, the inhabitants immediately affembled, chofe a per- 
fon of the name of Nafli for their fpeaker, and went in a body to 

the 
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C HA P. the governor's houfe. On being afked wRat he meant to do with 

V- ^^ ^ u the guns, he replied, that they belonged to his majefty, and that he 

'^^* fhould ufe them in any manner he pleafed. This firm reply fome- 

what daunted the malcontents, and they retired without continu-^ 

ing the inquiry relative to the guns. Newburn, where Mr. Martin 

refided, was fituated in fuch a manner, that it could derive no afliftancc 

from the navy. On this account, and intelligence having been received 

that the malcontents had embodied themfelves, the governor 

and in South thought it moft prudent to retire on board a (hip off Cape Fear. Si* 

milar difturbances arofe about the fame time in South Carolina, the 

inhabitants of which compelled lord William Campbell, the governor, 

to retire on board a man of war. 

As foon as his lordfliip had departed, proper meafures were ufed 
to present an invafion from the inhabitants of the back fettlements, 
by concluding a treaty with them, and to put the province in aa 
adequate ftate of defence. 

At Bofton no events of importance occurred at this period, except 

, the refignation of general Gage, who departed for England, leaving 

the command of the Britifti forces to general Howe. The befiegers 

of Bofton, and the befieged, remained in a fituation of equal ina^i** 

vity. 
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C H A P. IV. 

Proceedings of the Briti/b government — Deputies arrive in London , 
from Congrefs — State of Commerce — Meeting of Parliament — EffeSl 
of its Refolutions in the Colonies. 

A BOUT the latter end of Auguft, two deputies from congrefs, ^ ^ J^ '• 
Meffrs, Richard Penn and Arthur Lee, arrived in London with u -^^-^ 
2l petition, which they were ordered to prefent to his majefty* The 
petition pointed out the flourifliing ftate of the colonies previous to rivTL^^Lon^ 
the prefent difturbances, and reminded his majefty of the affiilance ConJt&?* 
they had afforded him during the continuance of the late glorious 
war. As a recompenfe for this afliftancei ^^ had been cxpedked 
that they would have been permitted, with the reft of the empire, to 
ihare in the bleflings of peace, and the emoluments of vidory and 
conqueft. How were they difappointed, when, in place of this re- 
ward, a new fyftem of ftatutes and regulations was adopted for the 
adminiftration of the colonies, equally injurious to their profperity, 
and to the welfare of the mother-country ? The petition then ani- 
madverted in a pointed manner on the conduft of his majefty's mi- * 
niftcrs, who, by perfevering in their obnoxious fyftem, and by pro- 
ceeding to open hoftilities in order toeaforoeit, had compelled them' 
to arm in their own defence. But a$ they were not ignoratit of the 
confequences of civil difcords, they thought the-mfelv^ required by 
indifpenfable obligations to Almighty God, to his majefty, to' 
their fellow-fubjedts, and themfelvesi to ftoj^ the furtlitr effuflon of 
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blood. After expreffions of duty and attachment to his majefty^ 
they folemnly affured him, that they not only moft ardently defired 
that the former harmony between Great Britain and her ccdonies 
might be reftored, but that concord might be eftablifhed betweea 
them upon fo firm a bafis as to perpetuate its bfeflings^ uninterrupted 
by any future diflenfions, to fucceeding generations in both countries* 
But this reconciliation they did not wilh»to procure at the expenfc 
either of the dignity or welfare of the mother-country. In conclu- 
fion, it Was earneftly recommended to his mstjefty, to dired the 
adoption of fome mode which fhould have for its tendency the re- 
peal of thofe ftatutes that were injurious to the interefts of the co- 
lonies. 

Such were the particulars of this celebrated petition, which was^ 
figned by John Hancock, prefident of the congrefs. And every one 
of the members. On the £rft of September it waa delivered to lord 
Dartmouth,, a^d on the foordi of the iatoe month, Meffi-s. Penn and 
Lee were informed, " That tH> anfw6r would be givep to it.'* 

The £sute of this petitio% aDbd the aiDrifndny of argument ufed by 
thofe who fi^>porKd and thoie wbo oppoied i!t| retived that paxtf^ 
diftin^lion dF Whig «tid Tocfr which had been dormant (inCe tht 
reign of queen Ann. / 

State of cQzxb- Hitherto the coomer^^^l part of the nait^ liad experienced: but 
trifling ifK^oaVeftieaces friE^m the ipfs of rfie trade to America : Fdr 
the Americans hfldtranlhiitted large fosM to difcharge the debts due 
to their £n)gli(h cditefpondents^ Demands for goods to a cohfiderable 
amount vf^ere alfo fie<ietved iroib Twlkef wA Ruilia; ahd Great BH*^ 
tain her&lf, by dontra<llt ai^ fuppli6& for the irmy and nar\ry, pre-^ 
rented commerce from^ drooping, on Account of the deprivaliion of at 
j&ec intcr-cQurfe with fcer cdoiliea*, But inl:he ilniddle of the year^ 
kowever, the trading p^rt of ll&ii niation received a fevere and aa 
ime^eded bi^Wi. The. pFofi|». d^ved from the Newfoundland 
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filhery are, in the knowledge of every one, immenfe. The ufual 
number of veflels were fent this year to the banks of Newfound- 

I77C* 

land, where, on their arrival, they found themfelves unable to pro- 
ceed in their operations, on account of a decree made by congrefs, 
which prevented their being fupplied with their former neceffaries. 
This decree owed its origin to the a<ft pafled by Great Britain, for 
depriving the people of New England of the benefits of the fiftiery 
at Newfoundland. In confequence of this prohibition moft of 
the fhips, in order to avoid the miferies of famine, made the beft 
of their way home ; and the decreafe in the profits of this branch of 
commerce this feafon, was computed at very little lefs than half a ' 
million. This was a fevere ftroke which, while it afforded the op- 
pofers of the American war additional arguments againft it, incrcafed 
the anger of thofe who confidercd the inhabitants of the colonies in 
no other light than that of rebels* 

On the twenty-fixth of Odober, the feffion of parliament was Mcctingr ©f 
opened with a fpeech from the throne^ in which his raajefty dated 
that the fituation of America was the caufe ef his aflembling both 
houfes of parliament fo early. Adverting to the particulars of this 
fit-uation, he declared, that his revolted fubjefl:^ had raifed tro<^; 
affembled a naval armament; feized the public revenue; aflUmed ie- 
giflative, executive, and judicial powers, which they exercifed in the 
mbft defpotic manner over their feUow-fubjedls* Tlil they had ar- 
rived at this poffeffion of power, they had endeavoured to deceive 
and amufe the mother-country by vague expreffions of attachment 
to her, and tff proteftations of loyaky to her fovereign. His ma- 
jefty next reminded each houfe, that though ft was known laft 
feffion that a rebellion exifted within the province of Maflachufet, ^ 
yet even that fmgle province it was endeavoured rather to reclaim 
than fubdue. The fame mode of conduift had been purfued with 
refped to the other revolted colonies, and though certsunly proper 
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^ ^Tv^ ^* meafures were taken to enforce authority, yet, at the fame time, co»- 

A V • 

c-*— >^- — > cilitary propofuions had always preceded thofe coercive meafures^ 
America, however, had rejedled all thefe propofuions, and prepared' 
herfelf to oppofe force by force. Hence it was vifible, that flic- 
aimed at the eftablifliment of a feparate government, and an in- 
dependent empire. After pointing out the injurious confequenccs 
that would enfue to the parent ftate from the fuccefs of fuch a plao, 
bis majefty declared that it was abfolutely neceifary to adopt the 
moft decifive meafures. Under the inipreffion of this idea, he ia- 
formed both houfes that he had- increafeci the naval and militaiy 
eftablifhments^ and that he had it in contemplation to engage fome fo- 
reign' troops offeFcd him. Neverthelefs he aflured them that he fliould 
be ready to receive the mifled with tendernefs and mercy, whenever 
they fliould become fenfiblR of their erron. la conclufion, the par- 
liament was informed, that the proper eftimatea for th^ neceflary 
fiipplies were ordered, to be fubmitted to their confideration. 

In OTifwer to this fpeech, the miniftry propofed that an addreis. 
fliould be prefented to his majefty, afluriag him. that both, houf^a. 
concurred in admitting the necefEty c^ adopting vigorous meafures : 
againil the colonie.a; and that they would aflift him with fupplios 
neceflary to carry fuch ineafures into eflFeG* This proportion met 
with fevcre and violent oppofition ; and inftead of fuch an addref^, 
if wasraovqd by; a member ia the minority, that a declaration fliould 
be adopted J tljue purport of wjuch fliould be> that the parliament 
were convinced that the means. which had been adopted. to allay the 
ferment in the colonieSj bad rather increafed it: From which th^y 
were led to fuppofe that thofe misaps. werc: not properly adapted tp 
£scure the end propofed J That they were, fatisfied- that the preicnt 
difturbances originated in th^. want, of adequate, information, relative^ 
ip the true ftate of the colonies, which had been the caufe of ob- 
4flWQUScmeiafurfiS having hitherto been carried . into e;xecution. Th^^ 
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.declaration then proceeded to aflure his majefty that his parliament G H A P. 
would proceed to review, in a moft folemn manner, the whole of the 
late proceedings, in order to avoid the alarming neceffity of fhedding 
the blood of fellow-fubjedls^ and the di^eadful expedient of arming a 
•Briton againft a Briton, The miniftry carried their point with re- 
fpeft to addreffing his majjefty ; but the above-mentioned declaration 
occafioned long and important debates. 

The arguments ufed by thofe who fupported* the declaration, and 
oppofed the adoption of coercive meafures^ were copioufly anfwered 
by the fupporters. of government, who aflerted that the reprefenta- 
tions of the oppbfition were unfounded,, and only calculated to inti^ 
jnidate and reprefs the national vigour and fpirit^ From the condu^ 
.of the Americans,, it was abfurd and ridiculous to infer that they 
aimed at lefs than unconditional^ unqualified, and total independ- 
ence. In all their proceedings they had confidered themfelves as 
entirely feparated from. Great Britain; and though their profeffione 
and petitions breathed peace and moderation, their actions and pres- 
parations denoted war and. defence. Whether it was more wife to^ 
infer intentions from- words than from deeds, remained with the op- 
pofition to determine.. Every attempt that could be made, to foftea 
the colonifts had been put in.pradice without efFeft.. Theii: obfti-- 
nacy was inflexible^ and in proportion as the parent ft ate acceded to 
their wiflies^ their conduit became more infolent and overbearing^ 
The right of taxation had- in. a. manner been given up by pariiament,. 
for they had allowed the Americans the right of taxing themfelves.. 
Yet with - this peimiffion' they were not contented,, refufing to? 
contribute any thing towards the expenfes o£ that ftate which had 
ourfed them with fuch. tendernefs and foftered them with fuch: 
care. Every hope of accommodation was now at an end. Only 
tiv^o alternatives remained for the Britiih nation to adopt, coercioni 
ftr.cflntejmpt;. 

TTo) 
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To this efFe£t were the arguments adduced in fupport of the ftii- 
niftry. A whole night was fpent in debating upon the royal fpeech, 
and it was not till five o'clock in the morning that a divifion took 
place, when the declaration propofed by the oppofition was rejedled 
by a majority of one hundred and feventy ; the numbers being, for 
it, one hundred and eight ; againft it, two hundred and feventy- 
cight. 

The colonies in the mean time waited with anxious impatience 
for the determination of Great Britain. That hoftilities were re- 
folved did not much furprifc them, but the idea of having foreign 
troops employed againft them ftung them to the quick. They con- 
fidered the adoption of this meafure as an avowal of the mother- 
country having Ihaken off all former confiderations, and of her hav- 
ing banifhed from her memory every idea that reminded her of both 
having originated from the fame fource. 

The confequence of this indignation in the colonies may be eafily 
conceived* Their refolutions to oppofe the meafures of the mother- 
Country were fortified more ilrongly. Preparations were continued 
with additional eagemefs and impetuofity ; and thofe of the Ameri- 
cans who had wifhed hitherto that moderate meafures fhould be 
adopted, felt no longer that inclination. And indeed, it muft be 
confeffed that the idea of introducing foreign troops was not 
reprobated folely by the Americans and the colonies: Many of 
the firm friends of the minifter conceived it to be derogatory 
to the conftitution, and contrary to law. Thus, though they ac- 
quiefced in the neceffity bf decifive and vigorous meafures, they 
abfolutely refafed their afTent to this propofition, and refufed him 
evety afliftatice which it was in their power to give, either by their 
eloquence or their votes. 

The minifter however remained firm to liis purpofe. Hitherto, 
he iaid, Great Britain had been unfuccefsful through delay. Imme^ 
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diate meafures were to be ufed, and the fupplies necefTary to 
cany on the war ought to be tranfmitted to America as early as pof- 
fible* That the introdu&ion of foreigners was illegal he denied in 
the moil pofitive manner, affirming it to have been adopted in times 
not very diffimilar to the prefent, viz, in the rebellion of 1745. 
In the midft of debates on this fubjeft, the miniftry received inform- 
ation from America that the inhabitants increafed in ftrength daily ; 
that moft vigorous preparations were carrying on both by fea and 
land; and that they had made overtures to feveral foreign nations^ 
who did not feem averfe to afford them every affiftance and fupport^ 
In confequence of this information, it was propofed that the naval 
eftablifhment (hould be augmented this year to twenty-eight thou- 
fand men and eighty ihips ; and that the military eftablifhment in 
America ftiould confift of twenty-five thoufand of the flower of the 
Englifli forces. This propofal was condemned by the oppofi- 
tion, who tried their ftrength a fecond time in moving, with a view 
to render fuch warlike operations no longer neceflary, an addrefs to 
his majefty, requefting him to authorife the commiflioners alluded 
to in his fpeech from the throne, to receive conciliatory propofitions 
from congrefs, or any collective body that fliould be formed to con^ 
vey the fentiments of one or more of the colonies, without inquir<- 
ing into the legality of fuch an affembly, or the forms under which 
they might be difpofed to treat* This condeicenfion, it was ftrongly 
infifted, would fmooth the way to confequences moft beneficial and 
advantageous to the mother-country* Nor were condefcenfions of 
this nature uncommon. Monarchs, wifely confidering that formal 
diftindtions fade away before fubftantial powers, had often treated 
with their fubjeds who had affembled without any legality of form* 
John offered no objedion to the informality of the barons* affem- 
bly; and fubfequent monarchs, deriving no claim to the crown from 
lineal defcent^ had owed it folely to the will of a popular aflembly. 

Befides^ 
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^ ^ttA ^' Befides, it was contended, that if forms had always been attended 
to, none of thofe revolutions which have contributed to the happi- 

177? 

nefs of mankind, and the advancement of arts and fciences, would- 
have been accompliftied. Prudent policy always accommodated it* 
felf to the exigencies of events. 

The minifterial party, in replying to thefe arguments, agreed that' 
peace and reconciliation were generally preferable to war and oppofi-' 
tion; but, at the fame time, that there were circumftances which ren- 
dered the former even more defirable than the latten Great Britain 
had fufficiently receded. It was her duty now to advance. At all 
events it was totally inconfiftent with her dignity and her charadler 
to acknowledge the congrefs to be a legal aflembly. After every 
poflible argument had been marfhalled on each fide, the propofal 
made by oppofition was negatived, and the minifter carried his 
point. 

Itidifpenfable bufinefs had hitherto prevented any formal notice 
being taken of the petition prefented to his majefty by the deputies 
from congrefs, in either houfe of parliament. At length however a 
copy of it having been laid before the houfe of lords, a motion was 
made that Mr. Penn Ihould be examined at the bar of the houfe re- 
lative to its contents. In order to induce the miniftry to comply 
with this motion, it was ftated that Mr. Penn, who had been for- 
merly governor of Penfylvania, was well acquainted with the real 
interefts of the colonies, and could contmunicate fuch information* 
to the houfe as would tend, perhaps, to heal the breach between the 
contending powers: Befides, he was perfonally acquainted with' 
every member of the congrefs. To this motion the miniftry ac- 
ceded, and Mr. Penn was examined. In his examination he pofi- 
tlvely, and in the moft explicit terms, denied the charge brought 
againft the Americans, viz. that they aimed at independence. 
Congrefs had not been dc<fted in any other manner than what was 

warranted 
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warranted by the conftitution of Great Britain. They were chofcn C HA p. 
by the vpice of their conftituents, and entrufted by them with almoft 
unlimited power. With a view to determine what number of men 
would be fufficient for carrying on the war, he was particularly 
queftioned relative to the population of Penfylvania. This he re- 
prefented to have increafed fo much, during a very fhort period, 
as to afford a militia of fixty thoufand men. Of thefe, twenty 
thoufand, before his departure, had attached themfelves to the com- 
mon caufe, arming themfelves at their own expence, and receiving 
no pay for their fervices. Congrefs had purchafed in abundance 
materials for iron cannon, which they had already caft at Philadel- 
phia, as well as fmall-arms, fully adequate to prefent and future 
exigencies. He likewife dated that fanguine hopes were entertained 
of the fuccefs of the petition he had brought over ; fo fanguine in- 
deed, that it was called the olive-branch. The confequences of the 
rejedion of it he feared would be fatal. The moft vigorous pre-- 
parations would be adopted ; and he had every reafon to fuppofe thlt 
the Americans would not want the afliftance of foreign powers pof- 
fefled of ample refources. Such was the eScQ, of Mr. Penn's exa- 
mination, and fo fatisfied were the oppofition with the information 
it contained, that a motion was immediately made for declaring that 
the petition from the continental congrefs to the king, afforded fuf- 
ficient ground for reconciling the unhappy difierences fubfifling be- 
tween Great Britain and her colonial poflefHons. Though the oppo-» 
fition however were fatisfied with Mr. Penn's evidence, it muft be 
confefled that that gentleman had overilated feveral,circumftances. 
It cannot be denied that the objed of the Americans^ from. the com- 
mencement of the diilurbances, was unqualified, independence. It 
is alfo true that congrefs had not been chofen.by mor^ )Lh^n pne third 
of the people, and that the militia did not amount to above half the 
number at which Mr. Penn had flated it. la debating on th(^ motion 
Vol. I. Y , made 
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made by the oppofition, various arguments were adduced oti each 
fide. The blood that would be fhed, the treafures that would 
be wafted by proceeding to hoftilities, were again infifted on 
and again anfwered by the minifterial party, with the argu- 
ments of the duplicity and deceit of congrefs ; the contradidtion that 
exifted between their words and their adions^ their profeflions and 
their preparations ; and the obftinacy with which they had rejeAed 
every propofition that Great Britain had found it confiftent with her 
dignity to offer. 

After a long debate the houfe divided, and the motion in favour 
of the petition was rejeded by a majority of fifty-three, 
conci^ato^ * Much about the fame period Mr. Burke, who at that time patronizied 
**^^* the republican principles, and maintained an intimate correfpondence 

tvith the primfe movers of the revolutioh in America, brought for- 
ward a bill in the houfe of commons, Which, on account of its' 
tendency, was called the conciliatory bill. It reprobated every idfca 
of a war that propofed for its ultimate objeft either conqueft or 
treaty; and it propofed peace and immediate cohceffibn. In order 
thsit fuch a meafure might not wear the appearance of innovation^ 
the bill was modelled on a ftatitte made in the thirty-fifth year of 
Edward the Firft. The neceffity which occafioned that ftatuteto be 
framed was fimilar to the exigencies of the ^refeftt times. It ori- 
ginated in a difpute between that monarch and hi« people relative td 
taxation. The latter were vidorious ; obtaining this important pri- 
vilege, that no taxes fhould be impofed tm them without the confent 
of the parliament. The prefent bill was int'ttided to procure a fimflar 
advantage for the Americans. On this account the bill, in the firft 
place, renounced the exercife of taxation, Wiavingthe confi<Jeration 
of the queftion of right. Great Britain however referved to her- 
felf the power of levying commercial duties, which were to be ap- 
plied to thofe purpofes that the general affembly of eSich province 
1 * fhould 
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fhould judge to be moft falutary and beneficial. The mother-coun- 
try alfo referved to herfelf the power of affembling the colonies in 
congrefs. The bill then propofed to repeal all the laws complained 
of by the Americans, and to pafs an immediate a€t of amnefty. 

Againft the provifions of this bill it was objedled, that though 
they gave too much away from Gredt Britain, they would not fa- 
tisfy the demands of America : That after what had been propofed 
by his majefty, any other conciliatory plan would be difrefpedful to 
/him ; and that, finally, nothing now remained for Great Britain but 
coercion. After an important debate, in which both fides difplayed 
uncommon abilities and eloquence, the bill was rejected, two hun- 
4red and ten dividing againft it, and one hundred and five for it. 

The rejedion of this bill was immediately followed by the intro- The proW. 
du£lion of a prohibitory bill, to reftrain all intercourfe with the go- * ^ 
lonies. This pafTed both houfes, not however without violent op- 
pofition. Notwithftanding the fate of Mr. Burke'^ propofition, 
another conciliatory bill was fubmitt^ to the confideration of the 
lower houfe by Mr. Hartley. The end propofed to be attained by Mr. Hart. 
it was the fame as that intended by Mr. Burke's bill, but the means atory bill 
were varied. It propofed that hoftilities ihould be immediately fuf- 
pended, and that the colonies {hould he enjoined to eftabliih a trial 
by jury in favour of their flaves in criminal cafes. If they complied 
^th this injunAion, all the obnoxious laws fmce the year 1763 
were immediately ^o be repealed, and an aft of indemnity 
pafled. Subfequently to the adoption of thefe meafures the colonies 
were to be required to iurnifli only thofe fupplies which were ne- 
xeflary for their owjn fupport and defence. The i'ame anfwer was 
given to this propofition by the miniftry, as had been before given 
to Mr. Burke*8 bill; and it met with the fame fate. 

In confequence of the conciliatory propofition agreed to laft feflion Petition from 
^of parliament, the colooy of Nova Scotia tranfmitted, about this 
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period, a petition to government, the contents of which Were, that 
a revenue fhould be raifed in that colony, under the diredion of Grsat 
Britain : The manner in which this revenue was to be raifed, was 
by a ftipulated fum in the hundred on the importation of foreign 
goods* The petition was granted, and all the other taxes and du- 
ties, except thofe which regarded commerce, were, in confequence, 
immediately repealed. 

About the latter end of February 1776, the minifter fubmitted 
to the confideration of both houfes that part of his majefty's fpeech 
which related to the engagement of foreign troops. The mea- 
fure was oppofed with the united abilities and eloquence of op- 
pofition J neverthelefs, after feveral debates, it was carried by the 
minifter, in the houfe of peers, by a majority of (ixty-eight, and 
in the houfe of commons by a majority of one hundred and fifty- 
four. 

Though oppofition had hitherto been unfuccefsful in every con- 
ciliatory propofition, another attempt was made to put a period 
to the differences between Great Britain and her colonies, by the 
duke of Grafton, on the fourteenth of March. This nobleman, 
at the commencement of the difturbances, poffefTed a fhare m 
the adminiftration, which he foon after refigned in difguft. His 
grace moved that an addrefs fhould be prefented to his majefty, 
intreating him, in order to put an end to the effufion of blood 
and treafure, and to evince to the world the wifh of the fovereig-a 
and the parliament to reftore peace and tranquillity, to iffue a pro- 
clamation, declaring that, if the revolted colonies would prefent a 
petition to the commander in chief of his majefty 's forces in Ame- 
rica, or to the commiffioners fent out with powers adequate to 
the purpofes of making peace or war, fetting forth their griev- 
ances, hoftilities fhould be immediately fufpended, and the peti- 
tion fhould be referred to the parliament, by whom it fhould be 
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confidcred with the moft folemn and ferious attention. , In order ^ HA P. 

A V • 

to ftrengthen this propofition, it v/as alleged that the Americans 
would immediately be joined by foreign powers ; for, from un- 
doubted authority, it was known that two French gentlemen had 
been difpatched to America, where, on their arrival, they had in- 
ftantly repaired to congrefs. In reply to the aflertions of the 
oppofition, it was alleged that no dependence could be placed 
on the aflurances of the colonifts with refpefl to peace : TKat 
they had never difcufled any terms of pacification, and that they 
feemed to think that the mother-country either poflefled not fuf- 
ficient power to compel them to obedience, or that, if her abilities 
were adequate to fuch a tafk, Ihe was afraid to exert them. On 
this account therefore it was abfolutely neceffary that the colonies 
(hould be convinced of their error ; and that government fhould no 
longer, by delay, fumifli them with an opportunity of accomplifh- 
ing their preparations, and completing their hoftile intentions. 
^Vith regard to the intimation of their receiving afliftance from 
foreign powers, that was only vague and uncertain ; for nothing 
had yet tranfpired relative to the bufinefs which had conveyed 
the two French gentlemen to America. But granting even that 
the fuggeftions held out by oppofition, on this head,, were true, 
they afforded only an argument for immediate and vigorous pre- 
parations. 

The debate on the duke of Grafton's motion was long and 
violent. It was at length negatived by a majority of fixty ; and 
thus ended all attempts to reconcile the^ unhappy diflbnfions between: 
the two contending powers.. 
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TT7HILE Great Britain waa engaged in thefc parliamentary dif- 
cuiBons, the BritiCh troops blockaded in Bofton fufiered in«- 
credible hardfhips and fatigt)e« - They had been cloiely invefted 
Lofton/ ^ ^er (ince the affair at Lexington; provifions were fcarcej and 
though they fent to the Weft Indies for a frefti fupply, they could 
not obtain any, on account of the dearth fubfifting in that quarter. 
In addition to thefe hardfhips, general Wafhington began to profc- 
cute the fiege with redoubled vigour, in order that the place might 
be captured before the arrival of reinforcements from Great Britain. 

On the fecond of March 1 776,^ • a battery was opened on ihe 
weftern fide of the town, whence it was dreadfully annoyed by a 
furious difcharge of cannon and bombs } and on the fifth another was 
opened on the eaftern fhore: Neverthelefs the Britifh troops acquit- 
ted themfelvcs with the moft furprifmg fortitude, and for fourteen 
days endured this bombardment with the moft undaunted courage^ 

No alternative remained now for the befieged, but to diflodge the 
provincials from their new works, or ^evacuate the town. To fuc- 
ceed in the former was impoffible, for the Briiifh troops muft 
have afcended an almoft perpendicular eminence, on the top of 
which the Americans had prepared hogflieads chained together ia 
great numbers, and filled with ftones, to roU dawn upon them as 

tbcy 



AMERICAN 'iWAR. 167 



V. 

1776. 



they marched up : A curious provifion, by which whole columns C H^ A P. 

would have been fwept off at once. This fpecies of preparation 

will exemplify, in a ftriking manner, that fertility of genius in 

expedients, which ftrongly charaderized the Americans during the 

war. This would effedually have deftroyed all order, and have 

broken the ranks. It was therefore determined to evacuate the 

town : This meafure required a fortnight to carry it into execution, 

on account of the numbers to i be Temoved, many of whom were 

iick and wounded. At length, however, it was efie(^ed, and the 

brave garrifon, with thofc attached to the Britifh caufe, in number 

about two thoufand, embarked for Halifax in Nova Scotia, where, 

on account of the favourab\encfe of the weather, they fooa arrived *• 

Thus was the capital of M^iiiaichufet added to the American caufe. 

* The Bntifh troops left behind them at the Cafile-Ifland 'and at Bofton^ 2^0 pieces of 
cannon, half of which were fcrviceaWe, 4 thirteen and a half inch mortars, 2500 chaldrons of 
fea-coal, 25,000 bufhels of wheat, 2506 bufhels of barley, 6co buftiels of oats, icojars of oil, 
and ijoborfes; This large 'lfi!ipl>ly"'wa«of-th<' otmdft importance^to the oiemy, who were 
tabotiruig under the greateft vrabf l9>th of iloresaad provifions. It ought not^ however, to be 
omitted, that fur W illiam Howe might have carried with him the greateft part of the ammu- 
nition, and all the provifions ; it may alfo be neceffary to mention that the fortifications of 
Bollon were fo excellent, that it would have been extremely difficult for the Americans to have 
forced them. The British troops left ^thehoufes of Bofton in good condition, and in a Hate of 
tleaoline(ii, which was foon aboliihed by the ^reiideace of the American troops. The evacu- 
ation of Bofton afforded alfo another mofl important advantage to the enemy. Many flore* 
(hips from Great Britain configncd to Bofton, and ignorant of the Britifh troops having 
abandoned it, entered the harbour, and were of courfe captured ; of thefe, the ftiip Hope was 
the moft valuable— 4She had onboard 1500 barrels of powder^ befides carbines, bayonets, tra* 
vd}ing<:anriag|e8 for heavy cannon, and all forts of tools neceffary for the army and artillery : 
Befides thefe, there were other articles, thofe of bedding and clothing particularly, of which 
the enemy Rood greatly in need. Theft goods fir William How^ might have diftributed among 
the army and navy, trufting to government to make payment to the individual proprie- 
tors. At any ratei they ihould not have been ieft in Bofton, but have been deftroyed, 
as they were artides of -which the Americans ftood in the.greateft need ; and which enabled 
them to bear up under the feveritles of that winter. 

As 
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C HA P. As foon as general Wafliington had taken pofleflion of the town^ 
C- — /— -^ he detached feveral regiments to the defence of New York, imagin<- 
ing that the Britifh troops might have departed for that place, oa 
their feceffion from Bofton. 

Colonel Arnold, in the mean time, remained encamped near 
Quebec : Though unable to capture the town, he reduced it to great 
diftrefs, on account of having cut off all communication between the 
inhabitants and the adjacent country. But the fcafon now ap* 
proaching when reinforcements would arrive from England, he was 
under the neceflity of recommencing the fiege in due form. On 
the fhores of the river St. Laurence, batteries were ereded to burn 
the (hipping. Thefe attempts, however, were unfuccefsful. While 
the attention of the befieged was engaged in thefe endeavours on 
the fhipping, Arnold had prepared fcaling-ladders to ftorm the town: 
The fcheme was plaufible, but it failed in part : The Americans 
obtained admittance into the fuburbs, where they burned feveral 
houfes, and compelled the garrifon to pull down the reft, in order 
to prevent the fire from fpreading. While the Americans were em- 
ployed in this fiege, the fmall-pox broke out among them with great 
violence, and many of the foldiers deferted, in order to fave them- 
felves from the confequences of a diforder fo fatal, and fo much 
dreaded in that country. On this account, and certain that 
fuccours would foon arrive from England, Arnold thought 
proper to retire, The Englifh fquadron, making its way 
through the ice,^ arrived unexpededly before Quebec. Though, 
at the time when Bofton was evacuated, it was underftood that this 
^ fquadron, with reinforcements, were at fea, no care was taken to 
leave a fufiicient force off the harbour, to prevent them from run- 
ning into the throat of the enemy: . In confequencc of which negle^^ 
lieutenant-colonel Archibald Campbell, with feven hundred men, ran 

right 
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right into Bofton harbour, not knowing but that place was ftill in our 
hands. He was treated in a cruel and favage manner *• Commu- 

* Copy of a letter from the late fir Archibald Campbell to fir WiUiam Howe. 
"SIR, " Coruofd Gaol, 14/A February 1777. 

** ScARCt eight days had elapfed after the period of my firft addrefs^ whett I found ihy* 
" fclf ftrippcd of half my property, the very neccflaries of life ; aod I have been lately informed 
^ that the fide-arms of my officers^ have a^uaDy been difpofcd of| notwithiltoding they wert 
•* honourably reftored to them by the captors. I was, however, fent upon my parole of honour 
** to Reading, where I refided till the firft of this month, during which time it was even be« 
*' yond the power of malevolent afpeffion to charge my conduct juftly with impropriety. 
> ** On the firft of February I wa3 committed, by ao order of congrcfs, through the counct} 
** of fioftoa, to the common gaol of Concord, intimating for a reafon, that your excellency 
** had refufed to exchange general Lee for fix field officers (of whom I happened to be one), 
** and that your excellency had put that officer under cuftody of the provoft. How far h may 
'' be confiftent to ill treat an officer becaufe his ooaamander does not thufe to accept of proC- 
<^ fered barter of that nature^ is kft to reafon and future confequeuces to decide, efpecially 
** when it is confidered, that there is no perfonal charge againft that officer, and the publit 
^ faith and honour of America was pledged for his being treated as a gentleman. 

'< With refjped to your exceHeney't treatment of gcnered Lc9f I ca« (earcely think it fimittr 
'< to mine ; but that you may be able with mort preeifion to decide oa that ^oint, I fhall 
'* briefly ftate my prefent unmerited condition. 

" I am lodged in a dungeon of twelve or thirteen feet fquare, whofe fides are black with 
'* the greafe and Utter of fuccefSve criminals; two doors, with douUe locks and b^ts, fhut me 
** up from the yard, with an exprefs prohibition to enter it, cither for my hesdth or the ne^^ 
'*. cefiary calls of nature : Two fmaU windows^ ftrongly grated with iron, introduce a gloomy 
** light to the apartment, andthefe are at this time without a fingle pan6 of glafs, although 
*• tEe feafon of the froft and fnow is a6hially in the extreme. In the corner of the cell, boxrd 
** up with the partition, ftands a neceifary-houfe, which docs not iificm to have been emptied 
*i£nce its firft appropriation to this convenience of malefactors* A loathfome black-hole, deco* 
^ rated with a pair of fixed chains, is granted me for my inner apartment, from whence a felon was 
*• but the moment before removed, to make way for your humble fervant, and in ^hich his litter 
^^ and excrement remain to this moment. The attendance of a fingle (ervantis alfo denied 
** me, and every viiit ttom a friend pofitivdy iTefufed t In fhort, fir, was a fire to happen ia 
** any chamber of the gaol, which is all of wood, the chimney-ftacks excepted, I might 
** peri(h ia the flames before the gaoler could go through the ceremony of unbolting the doors ; 
** although, to do him jiiftice in his fUtion, I redly think him a man of humanity ; his houfe 
^< is (b remote, that any caB from within, efpecially if tlie wind is high, might be long of 
^ reaching him effeAiiaUy. ** I have the honour to be, kc 

" ARCKIUALD CAMPBELL.'' 

Vol, L Z nication 



170 HISTORY OF THE 

C HA P. nication between the forces that lay on each fide of the river was 
\^ -v^ ^f thus prevented, and Arnold found it impoflible to put his intentions 
of the day before into execution. 

On the fixth of May 1776, the reinforcement being landed, ge- 
neral Carleton fallied out upon the provincials, who fled with the 
' utmoft fpeed, leaving behind them all their artillery and military 

ftores. Their veflels were at the fame time attacked and taken by 
the light-armed veflels of the Englifh, Thus was the fiege of Que- 
bec raifed, after a duration of five months. The prifoners taken by 
general Carleton were treated with the greateft lenity } while, on the 
other Jiand, the Americans, by their mifcondudt, entirely loft the 
affefl:ions of the Canadians : A circumftance to which we are in 
fome meafure to impute the failure of their defigns. 
Expedition Early in the fjpring of this year, an expedition, by command of 

Cedars, fir Guy Carleton^ was undertaken againft a place called the Cedars 

by captain Forfter, who commanded the poft of Ofwagatchie. The 
Cedars is fituated about thirty miles from Montreal, to the weftward 
on the river St» Laurence, about a mile from the Cafcade. This 
place is naturally ftrong: On the fouth the land flretches fo far inta. 
the river as to render the eaft and weft points inacceflible: The north 
part is the only one on which an attack can be made with any pro- 
bability of fuccefi. 
nth May, On the eleventh of May captain Forfter departed from, 

Ofwagatchie with two lieutenants, thirty-eight privates, ten vo- 
lunteers, and about one hundred and twenty Indians. . Arriy- • 
ing on the fourteenth at the village of St. Regis, he convened a. 
council of the warrior chiefs, and endeavoured to prevail on tbem to- 
aflford him their afliftance in his intended expedition. The chiefs, 
who had been tampered with by the enemy, at firft refufed to accom- 
* pany him, but at length permitted their young men. On the feveii- 

teenth of May, having received intelligence that the Americans, to 

the 
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the number of four hundred, were polled at the church of the ^ ^ A P. 
Cedars, but that they were ignorant of his expedition, he embarked u . —v— ^ 
his troops, and landed at ten o'clock at night at Point au Diable, 
cl place about fix miles from the Cedars. A party was immediately 
difpatched to reconnoitre the fituation of the enemy. On the 
eighteenth captain Forfter proceeded, under cover of a thick wood, 
within a mile of the fort, where he made the following difpofidon : 
One company of privates, the volunteers^ and one hundred Indians, 
were x)rdered to take pofleffion of the wood, and to penetrate it 
as near as poflible to the en^my. Another body of one hundred 
Indians' was at the fame time difpatched to the Falls at the entrance 
of the Cafcade, in order to cut off all communication with the 
ifland of Montreal. This body on their march fell in with a de- 
tachment of the garrifon, who were returning with provifions from 
the Cafcade. At fight of 'the Britifti troops they fled to the fort, 
with the lofs of one man. This was the firll certain intelligence 
received by the enemy of the approach of captain Forfter. 

A flag of truce was then fent to the fort, ordering the enemy to 
furrender themfelves prifoners of war. Major Butterfield, who 
commanded it, requefted four hours confideration. Conceiving that 
this requifition originated only in a wifli to gain time, and being in- 
formed that a colonel Biddel had been fent to obtain a feinforce- 
ment from Montreal, captain Forfter fent a fecond flag, faying that 
the Indians were at prefent perfeftly under his command, and that 
if the garrifon furrendered immediately, he had no doubt but that 
they would agree to any thing he wifhed ; but if the fort did not 
furrender, and any of the Indians ftiould be killed, captain R)rfter 
could not anfwer for the confequences. In reply to this requifition, the 
commanding oflScer of the garrifon agreed to a furrender, on condition 
of being allowed to retire to Montreal. To this, captain Forfter 
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° ^v^ ^' would not confent. In the evening pf the eighteenth a redoubt was 
thrown up at the edge of the wood, within five hundred yards of 
the fort. In the morning of the nineteenth captain Forfter ad- 
vanced within one hundred and twenty yards of the fort, and com«» 
menced a heavy .fire of mulketry, whjch continued till twelve 
o*clock, when the fort was fun:cndcred, on condition of the Uvqs. 
of the enemy being prefcrvcd^ and their baggage prevtoted from- 
being plundered. In this attack one Indian v^as killed on the part 
of the Engliflu The number of prifoner^ taken amounted, officersu 
included, to three hundred and ninety ^. On the twentieth of May^. 

captaon 

*• Articles of Capituk^tion for fumenjeriiig the C^trs. 

* After the natvrrft deliberation cmi tiM ftufto98 a»d fDam^rt of the (avs^gei In war, whick 
*< I find (o ^ppofite imb4 coatraiy to the bumaae djfjpofitson of the Britifh goTeromenty and tg* 
*' all civilized nationsy and to avoid the inevitable confequcnce of die favages cuftom in former 
** war (which by their threats and menaces I find is not chaRged)» ^t of psHing their ]Mri-> 
** foners to death, to dtleBciimber themfchpes in cafe of their bring atti^lqied by their cacmyi I 
*^ have Uicreferfl^ in coo^liancc with the above difpofition iq government and the didbttes of 
** hjiUOanilyt fought fit to enter into the following articles of agreement with brigadier* 
'* general Arnold, in the name of the power he is employed by, and of the officers and fol-- 
** diers who (haH be rcleafed by this agpeemcatf whofe rank and mimber fhsU b« eadorfcd 
<4 OB fid$ caitdL 

** iSt^ That there (hall be an exchange of prifoners faithfully made, returning an equal 
** number of his majefty's troops of the fame rank of thofe releafed by this agreement, as 
** foon as poffible, within the fpace of two months, allowing a moderate time for cafualtits. 
^ that may reader the performance of this artkje imprafticabk* 

'< 3d, That the prifoaers Siall be conduced with (afety, and all poffible convenience and 
*' difpatch that circumftaaces wiU permit, to the fouth fhore of the river St. Laurence, from^ 
** which they are to repair to St. John, and return to their own countries immediately, with* 
*^ out committing any wafte or fpoE on their Biarch thither, aBowing ten 09 twelve to go to* 
*^ Biiontreal* to tmnfaA their private affiurs. 

^* 3d, That the prifoners fo returned ihaH not, under any pretext whatfoever, either in words^ 
^ writing, or iigns, give the leaft information to government-enemies,, or to their adheirots 
*' now m arms, in. the kaft prejudice to Us^awjofty's fci^ice. 

" 4th, 
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captain Forfter being informed that a party of the enemy were ad- CHAP, 
vancing from Montreal to the fort, ordered one hundred Indians to \, ■ ^,^ ^ 
take pofleffion of the woods on both fides of the road through ''^ * 
which they were under the ncceffity of palling. This detachment 
foon fell in with a party of the enemy, which, after a Ihort con^ 
Aid, in which one Indian was killed and three wounded, furren* 
dered at difcretion. The Indians immediately returned with their 
prifoners to the fort. On their arrival at the outfide of the works 
they halted, for the purpofe of putting them to death. Captaia 
Forfter however, by his fpirited ccmdu6k, prevented them from put-^ 
ting this inhuman determination into execution, and, rifking th^ 

*' 4th» That the batteaiix^ or other convenlencies made tife of to tranfport the pnToners to 
" the fputh (horc of the faud riTcr, or the ncceflary people to conduA them, (hall return ua- 
•• molefted. 

'< 5th» That hofUges be deKvertd, for the performance of articles to the full, acoordinff 
^ to the fenfe and fpirit of the agreement, without any equivocation whatfoever. 

<< 6th, That the fecurity of the fubfcribers be given to the inhabitants for all the wafte and 
«^ fjpoil committed by the detachment under colonel Btddel, on fair account atieiled and figne4 
^ being delivered, for which the hoAi^es are not to b« wifwerable. 

** It being our full intention to fulfil the above articles, we mutually fign and interchange 
^ them as aflurances of performance. 

** Given under our han^s this 27th day of May, A. D. 1776. 

(Signed) •• GEORGE FORSTER, 

^ At VandreuiL ^ Captain, comnaanding the king's troops/' 

^ Article 2d, The prifoners (hall be fent to the fouth fhore of St. Laurence, withia 
^ one les^pie of Caughnawaga, and firom thence to St. Joke's to their own country, except 
^ twelve who have liberty to go to Montreal, for which purpofe fix days (haU be allowed, and 
^ hoftilities to ccafe on both (ides. 

^ 4th, Four captains (hall be fent to Quebec as hoftages, and remain there until prifoners 
^ aK exchanged* 

«« 6th, The coattaeatal troops^ from pffiaciple, have ever avoided plundering* Upon proof 

*^ being made of any wafte committed by eofead Biddel't detachment, reparation fhsU \e 

^ made. 

^ GiTCQ under owr haadii diis aTth day of May 1776. 

(S«9i€d> ^ &. ARNOLD^ 

^ St. AB»'t» ^ Brigadic^-geacnilof ike cgatineatd troops.'' 

% iafety 
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Chap, fafety of his own men, depofited the prifoners in the fort, hav- 
\^ ^^^^ ing fatisfied his Indians by making them fome prefents. On the 
'^"^ ' fucceeding day he advanced to Vaudreuil, fituated about fix miles to 
the northward of the Cedars. On the twenty-fourth of May, hav- 
ing received intelligence that the enemy, under colonel Arnold, • had 
pofted themfelves at Lafhine, nine miles from Montreal, captain 
Forfter marched to attempt to diflodge him from it. He had ad- 
vanced within three miles of Lafhine, when he was informed that 
the number of the enemy amounted to fix hundred, which would 
be increafed to near treble that number on the fucceeding day. On 
this account. he thought it prudent to retire to Vaudreuil. On the 
twenty-fixth of May colonel Arnold advanced up the river, with 
feven hundred men, to attack him. Captain Forfler immediately 
formed his men into tliree divifions, which were placed on three 
points of land that flretqhed a little way into the river. The left 
point was occupied by the favages. The ground in that point was 
rather fwampy, and covered with wood almofl to the water's edge. 
The central point, which was open ground, was pofTefTed by cap»- 
tain Forfter ; and the right point, fituated at the head of a danger- 
ous rapid, was defended by a body of Canadians : Another body of 
Canadians was alfo fituated on the ifle of Perrault, oppofite to the 
right point. The enemy firft made an attempt on the left point, 
but were repulfed. They next endeavoured to land in the central 
point, but were prevented. An attempt againft the third point was 
attended with the fame fucccfs. The enemy therefore relinquifhcd' 
their intentions, and returned to St. Ann's, on the ifland of Mont- 
real. Captain Forfter finding himfelf now much encumbered by the 
number of his prifoners,' and having received no intelligence of go- 
fteral Carleton's arrival at Trois Rivieres, judged it expedient to enter 
into an exchange of prifoners with colonel Arnold. This cartel was 
afterwards broken by congrefs, oix a pretence that captain Forfter had 
.condudcd himfctf towards the prifoners taken at the Cedars in a 
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cruel and inhuman manner. This pretence however, it fliould be 
mentioned in juftice to captain Forfter, had not the fmalleft founda- 
tion. . And in confirmation of the aflertion, and of captain Forfter's 
humanity, captain Sullivan, who had been taken prifoner, in a letter: 
to his brother general Sullivan, expreffed his furprife at hearing that 
congrefs, inflead of redeeming him and the other hoftages, according 
to the cartel, had demanded captain Forfter to be delivered up. At 
the fame time he declared, in the moft folemn manner, that no man 
could behave with more humanity than that gentleman did after the 

furrender of the party to which he belonged *• 

General 

• Letter from E. Sullivan to major-general John Sullivan^ member of congrefs. 

*« Dear Sir, Montreal^ Aug. 4, 1776. 

*< I AM permitted by his excellency, which v% a favour I did not expe£l to obtain, to inform 
*' you I am well, as are the hodages that are with me. I am much furprifed to hear that the 
*' congrefs, inftead of redeeming us according to the cartel, have not only refufed to do it, 
'^ but have demanded captain Forfter to be delivered up to anfwer his conduft in what they 
<' are pleafed to term the maflacre at the Cedars. I would fain flatter myfelf that the con- 
** grefs would never have thought of fuch unheard-of proceedings, had they not had a falfe . 
" reprefentation of the matter. I do not think that I am under any reftraint when I fay, 
*' and call that God who muft judge of all thingt to witnefs, that not a man living could have 
^' ufed more humanity than captain FoHler did after the furrender of the party I belonged to ; 
** and whoever fays to the contrary, let his ftation in life be what it will, he is an enemy to 
** peace, and a fallacious difturber of mankind. What reafon they can give for not rcdeem- 
" ing us I cannot conceive; if they arc wrongly informed that the affair of the Cedars was a 
^* maifacre, why do not they rather fulfil the cartel than let their hoftages remain in the hands' 
•• of a mercilefs enemy ; or do they regard their troops only while the heavens make them 
*• vi6koriou8? 

•• Were we in the hands of a rigorons power, as they would intimate, have they not 
•• every colour of jufttce, after fo enormous a breach of faith, laden with chains, to * 
*• caft us into fomc horrid place, and tell us to languifti out our days under a fentencc * 
♦* paffed by our own people ? If they fay that there is fome hidden reafon far beyond 
** the reach of policy to find out, for could they fuppofe it policy to diftrefs his 
*• majefty's troops by retaining] fuch a number of men from them, it would not only 
«• be the breach of their faith that would threaten them ; for confidcr the number of 
^* prifoners already in the hands of the Britifh army, and aHb confider the chance of war 

" that 
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The Ameri- 
cans attack 
Trois Ri- 
vicres. 



General CarletODi now reinforced hj an addidonal number of 
troops from England, haftened to Trois Rivieres, fituated half-way 
between Montreal and Quebec. That place, however, the Ame- 
ricans had deferted, and retreated as far as the river Sorrel, a diftance 
of one hundred and fifty miles. Here they halted, and were joined 
by reinforcements fent by congrefs. On the ftrength of thcfe they 
refolved to make an attempt on Trois Rivieres. On this expedition 
two thoufand men were difpatched under the command of general 
Thomfon. Goading the lake St. Peter's on the fouth fide, they pro- 
ceeded to the river Nicolet, which commences at the extremity of 
the lake, and difcharges itfelf into the river St. Laurence. The 
banks of the Nicolet are covered with a thick wood. Here they re* 
mained all day. At night they crofled over to a place called Point 



*' that may yet throw greater numbofs into their handi. W3l people reft content when they . 
*^ find their own rulers willing to let them remain prifoners in the hands of what they them- 
** felves term (though unjuftly) a mercilefs people ) or will they not, fired with refentment (ot 
** fuch inhuman treatment^ take arms to fuppreis the power tliat regards them no longer thaa 
** while their blood is fpilling in their fervice ? If this, which appears too probable, fhould* 
** happen, confider whether thofe perfons will not be followed by a number of their friends« 
*' which muft natnrally make a great divifion in the colonies. Then take a view of Grca 
** Britain and her allies pouring on you, and let the moft fanguine expc£ter in Amenca there ' 
*' judge how long the colonies, thus divided, can ftand the fury of the combat. I know your 
" infiuence has been great, and for that reafon have Written, that you may, if poflible, yet pre* 
** vent Amenca from being branded with the name of injuftice. If you fufpcA I write this 
^< for the fake of getting my own liberty, your fufpicions wrong me ; it is not my confiae* 
" ment, but the breach of a trcatyi which even lavages have ever held ducred, that caulies me* 
•* to write. 

** You will be fo kind as to convey the indofed to my wife, and if ever I had fo much of 
** your love as to demand any favour of you, let this be the time I may implore your aififtaiMe 
** for my diftrefTed wife and helplefs orphaas* May God grant that I may once more (oe them 
** till when, '• I am 

(A true copy*) " Your aflcAionate brother, 

•« EBEN. SULLIVAN/* 

•• To the hon. general John SuUivani in Durham countyi 
•* in New Hampshire, near Portfinouth.** 
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du Lac, where they landed, and immediately proceeded to Trois ^ ^^ /^ ^* 
Rivieres. A Canadian peafant, however, as foon as they had landed, v- — r-^^ 
haftened before them to general Frazer at Trois Rivieres, to inform 
him of their operations. General Frazer immediately landed a body 
of troops and fome field-pieces, and prepared to receive them. Ge- 
neral Neft)it, at the fame time, pofted his detachment in the enemy's 
rear, and effedually cut off a retreat by the common road, while 
major Grant taking pofleffion of the bridge, rendered their efcapc 
over the river De Loup imprafticable. 

On the arrival of the enemy at Trois Rivieres, a furious attack was Rcpulfed 
commenced, which proved unfuccefsful. General Frazer repulfed lofc^ 
them with great lofs; and their commander, general Thompfon, with 
about two hundred of his men, were taken prifoners. A large body, 
under the command of colonel Allen, who afterwards commanded a 
provincial regiment in bis majefty's fervice, knowing that their re- 
treat by the common road had, been cut off, retired into a wood on 
thdr left, which was full of deep fwamps. Here they remained in 
great diftrefs till next day, when fir Guy Carleton, who had arrived 
from Quebec, ordering major Grant to relinquifh the pofleffion of 
the bridge over the river De Loup, they fortunately effeded their 
efcape. The enemy, however, were purfued by water, but for fome 
unknown reafon the purfuit was difcontinued on the arrival of the 
Britifli troops at Sorrel. It was generally believed that if, inftead of 
coming to anchor, general Carleton had continued the purfuit, which 
he might have done, as the wind was as favourable as it could pof- 
fibly bfc, he would undoubtedly have arrived at Chamblee ten or 
tBTclve hours before general Sullivan, who was encumbered with 
heavy cannon and baggage. In this cafe Sullivan would have been 
compelled to lay down his arms ; general Arnold would have been 
intercepted at Montreal, where he remained till the fixteenth of June; 
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and Ticonderoga, alfo, would have been taken, as no troops bad 
been ftationed there for its defence. 

General Burgoyne, who had arrived with the laft reinforcementa 
June. from England, now proceeded^ in purfuit of the continental army, 

up the river to St. John'^s, but under orders from general fir Guy 
Carleton, not to rifk an engagement, until he flxould be fuftained hy 
another column on his right, direfted to proceed to Montreal. This 
great precaution of the conunander in chief gave the Americans an 
opportunity of making their efcape* 
The Ameri- The Americans had now entirely quitted Canada, having in their 
from Canada, retreat from Montreal and i&t. John's^ crolTed the lake Champlain, 
and ftationed themfelves at Crown Point j which poft it was not 
judged expedient by the Britifh commanders, at prefent, to attack. 
Efforts on the It has already been mentioned that Mr. Martin, governor of North 
tifli govern. Carolina, had been obliged to flee for flielter, like the governors of 
Car"oliua.°^^ Other provinces, to a fhip.. In this fituation^ however, he was not 
inadiive i He had, by means of his emijQTaries^ formed a ju<n£tion be- 
tween fome Scotch emigrants, and a band of refolute unruly men,^ 
called Regulators, who had long lived in a wandering ftate o£ 
independence, their chief occupation being that of hunting*.^ 
The command of thefe parties was given to. the ccdonels Mac- 
donald and Macleod, who, by the governor s * dire<fkion, eredted 
the king's ftandard, to which he fummoned all perfons to re- 
pair. This force was intended to adl in conjunction with a body 
of troops expedled early in the fpring, which, however, did not 
arrive in time for co-operation* The Highlanders were to march 
down the northemmoft branch of Cape Fear to Wilnwngton^ atowa 
about twenty-four miles from the Fork, where they were to be met 
by the king's troops, and fuch vefTds of war, of eafy draught of wa- 
ter, as could come up there : A plan which, if it had been adhered 

to, 
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to, bid fair to fecure the allegiance of the inhabitants of Cape Fear, C II A. p. 

and of confequence extending more or lefs influence over the other v. — *> / 

parts of this province. In the mean time thofe who had ufurped ''^' ' 
the government, direded that fix regiments of continental troops 
fliould be raifed in North Carolina ; one of which was to be fta- 
tioned at Wilmington, under the command of colonel James Moore, 
a man of the mod juft fame in that part of the province, who had 
formerly been lieutenant-colonel of provincials^ under his majefty'« 
government J a man of an adive^ humane, and gallant difpofition, 
but little acquainted with military operations. On the other hand, 
the loyalifts were by no means inactive ; a number of the inhabit- 
ants in the counties of Orange and Chatham, many of whom 
were formerly diftinguiflied by the name of Regulators, agreed to 
aft in concert with the Highlanders : In confequence of which, a 
council was formed of fome of the leaders of the back-country men, 
and the chiefs of the Highlanders. The governor appointed Mr. 
Macdonald to the command, with the rank of brigadier-general, and 
gave a lieutenant-coloners commiflSon to Mr. Macleod, who was to 
be fecond in command. The other oflicers were nominated by the 
council, fuch as were moft agreeable to their leaders : It happened 
unfortunately, however, that general Clinton did not arrive as fooo 
as was expeded ; and in the month of January 1776, it was necef- 
fary to embody the loyalifts, as the only chance of keeping them 
fteady in their intentions, and which was to take place on a certain 
day, at the town of Crofs Creek, which they had fixed upon as their 
head-quarters and place of rendezvous. Thcfe operations, however 
fecretly they were intended to be carried on, did not elude the vigi- 
lance of the popular leaders ; and as foon as it was known that the 
loyalifts were embodying, the continental regiment at Wilmington, 
and fuch of the rebel militia as could be coUededj were ordered to 
march under the command of colonel James Moore, to intercept their 
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progrefs from Crofs Creek to Wilmington. Tlie troops coUeded on 
this occafion amounted to between eight and nine hundred, and they 
marched up the north-weft of Cape Fear, without meeting any of the 
loyalifts, who remained embodied at Crofs Creek. The rebel troops 
croffed Rock-Fifh, which is a creek with very high banks, and there 
is a bridge over its end, which is about fix miles from Crofs Creek; 
upon the weftern fide of this bridge the rebels encamped, and re- 
mained there for three days, during which time notliing took place 
but meffages by flags of truce, relative to fuch perfons as were oc- 
cafionally taken prifoners by each party. 

It unfortunately happened that there were great divifions in the 
councils of the loyalifts. That unanimity, neceffary to vigorous and 
decided meafures, was wanting ; and it may be prefiimed they did 
not mean to ad ofFenfively, unlefs impelled to it by neceffity ; or 
otherwife the infecure and unfoldierly pofition that the rebels had 
taken, which was with a deep morafs and fwamp on their left, the 
north-weft river on their right, and the deep creek of Rock-Fi£h in 
their rear, added to the dread that at that period they entertained of 
the broad-fword, as well as of the ufe the Highlanders had on for* 
mer occafions made of it, were circumftances too inviting to be neg- 
leded by any who were in the leaft acquainted with military ope- 
rations. 

The loyalifts had certainly nothing elfe in view but to fmu^Ife 
themfelves down to Wilmington, regardlefs of what force they left 
in the rear, provided they met none in front to oppofe their pro- 
grefs J and, with this view, after wafting their time in fruitlefs in- 
tcrcourfc with the rebel party at Rock-Fifh, they crofl^d the north- 
weft river at Cambleton and Gibfoh's ferries, intending to proceed tfr 
Wilmington, through a neck of land thinly inhabited, which is called 
Black River Road, and feparated by that river and the north-weft:, 
and which leads to a place^ fituated on the conflux of the north- 

eaft 
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call and north branches of Cape Fear, within half a mile of Wil- C HA p. 



mington, and called Negro-Head Point. 

In the mean time, the embodying of theloyalifts had fpread abroad 
throfugh the province; and as foon'as colonel Moore's party had march- 
ed from Wilmington, a colonel Cafwell^ who commanded one of the 
continental regiments in the neighbourhood of Newbum, colleded 
abourfour or five hundred men, and with one two-pounder and two 
fwivels marched to the north-weft of Cape Fiear, to aft as occafion 
might require. Colonel Cafwell, who was a fenfible difcerning man, and 
was reckoned one of the beft woodfmen in the province, readily fore- 
faw that, if an engagement had taken place between the loyalifts and 
rebel party on the north-weft fide of Cape Fear, that their route would 
be by the Black River Road ; and for that purpofe he marched to the 
road leading to Negro-Head Point, and croffed Moore^s Creek, which 
is about twelve miles from thence. 

In order to arreft the progrefs of the loyalifts, at the fame time, co* 
lonel Moore, finding that the loyalifts had taken the other fide of the 
river^ returned with his troops the fame way he went up, and 
croffing at the lower ferries, on the north-weft, effeQed a jundtion 
with colonel Cafwell, who was at that time encamped on the north 
fide of Moore's Creek bridge. The loyalifts had proceeded without 
interruption within half a mile of the rebel camp ; and the night be- 
fore they intended to attack it, they fent a flag of truce, by way of 
getting intelligence of their fituation, and which was nearly as ha- 
zardous a one, as that which colonel Moore had placed himfelf ih 
at Rock-Filh ; but the infecurity of their pofition did not efcape the 
Tigilance of Mr. Cafwell ; for as foon as night came on, he lighted 
up all his fircs^ which he left burning, in order to deceive the 
loyalifts, retreated over Moore^'s Creek, took the planks oflF the bridge 
and greafed the fleepers, which are only paflable by one man at a 
time, and placed bis men about fifty yards from the baoks of the 

creek. 
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CHAP, creek, behind trees, and fuch little intrenchments as in the coiirfe of 

U-— V ' the night they were able to throw up. 

^^* ' The ioyalifts, on the other hand, fliifhed with the accounts that 

their flag of truce brought them, determined to attack the rebels in 
their camp the next morning ; and accordingly colonel Macleod, who 
commanded the attack, feeing the fires in the rebel camp burning, 
and nobody there, concluded that the rebels had evacuated it through 
fear, and with about twenty-two of the Highlanders he got over 
the bridge^ intending to attack them fword in hand. But he had 
no fooner reached the top of the bank than he received two or three 
bullets, and almoft inftantly expired ; the remainder of the advanced 
party were all killed and wounded, except colonel Thomas Ruther- 
ford and captain Frafer, who efcaped unhurt. The loyalifls, difmayed 
at feeing a leader fall in whom they had fo much confidence, after 
firing oflf fome of their firelocks (which were levelled too high to 
do any execution), broke arid difperfed, every one taking the neareft 
way he could through the woods to his own home. Thofe from 
the back country were more fuccefsful in their retreat, as being bet- 
ter woddfmen than the Highlanders, the leaders of whom were al- 
moft all taken, together with general Macdonald, and fent oflf under 
a guard to diflferent pfifons at the northward. The rebels had one 
or two flightly wounded ; the Ioyalifts, about eight killed and four- 
teen wounded, of whom the greater part died. And thus unfortu- 
nately ended the firft enterprife in the Carolinas in fupport of his 
majefty's government. 

Colonel Moore was afterwards a major-general in the rebel fer- 
vice, and colonel Cafwell was one of their governors; and both 
behaved with great lenity and moderation towards the Ioyalifts 
while they continued in power. The army of the Ioyalifts con- 
fifted of about eighteen hundred. 

The 
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The governors of the feveral colonies, in their reprefentations to ^ ^ -^ P- 



the government of Great Britain, had adduced many reafons on 
which they founded the following fuppofitions : That on account 
of the infufficiency of ftrength in the different provinces, thofe who 
were well affected to Great Britain were reftrained from taking an 
adiye part againft the 'Americans ; but that, if the mother-country 
would provide a refpeQ:able force to countenance and co-operate 
with them, they wouM immediately attach themfelres to her cau(e. 
In confequence of thefe reprefentations, the fifteenth, twenty-eighth, 
thirty-third, thirty-feventh, fifty-fourth, and fifty-feventh regiments^ 
with feven companies of the forty-fixth regiment, embarked from 
Cork, on the twelfth of February 1776^ under the command of 
lord ComwalKs, in feveral tranfports under the convoy of fir Peter 
Parker. This is the force above alluded to, intended to co-operate 
with the loyalifts in North Carolina. After a long voyage of near 
three months, occafioned by the improper latenefs of their depar- 
ture from Great Britain, all the fleet, except fome few (hips, arrived 
at Cape Fear, in North Carolina, on the third of May. General Clin- 
ton, who had quitted Bofton in December, immediately took the 
command of the troops, and iffued a proclamation, in which he in- 
vited the inhabitants of the feveral colonies to return to their alle- 
giance, and to place themfelves under the protedioa of the BritijDh 
government. 

The effeO, produced by this proclamation was trifling, and the 
caiife of Great Britaia acquired by it but a fmall addition of ad- 
herents. 

The remainder of the fleet being not yet arrived, geherat Clinton 
refolved to make a fmall diverficwi, the principal obje£b of which 
was to obtain a fupply of cattle, fheep, and vegetables. Four com- 
panies of light inf;witry, with the thirty^thifd and thirty4eventh re- 
giments, embarking ia flat^bottomed boats, proceeded to the town o£ 

Brunfwick^ 
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C HA P. Brunfwick, (ituated on a finall river to the north-weftward of Cape 
L--.,^ ^ Fear. On the approach of the troops the inhabitants abandoned 
their habitations, and after furprifing a party of the Americans, and 
fecuring a quantity of provifions, the detachment returned on board 
their refpedive (hips. It was expeded that the troops from Ireland 
would have arrived two months earlier than they did. General 
Clinton's orders were to try if any of the fouthem provinces would 
take up arms in favour of Britain j in which cafe he was to have 
Jeft a body of troops to affift thofe loyalifts ; but he was intruded 
to repair with the remainder of the troops to New York harbour, 
by fuqh time as it was probable that the commander in chief would 
arrive there, from Halifax, to begin the great operations for that 
campaign. The arrival of the troops at Cape Fear was fo tardy, 
that it was obvious that no time could be fpared fufficient to make a 
proper trial of the afFedlions of any of thofe provinces. General 
Clinton, however, thought he might avail himfelf of the force col- 
le&ed under his command to attempt a fecondary purpofe, fuggefted 
by the information which reached him during his ftay in Cape Fear 
river, and which it was hoped might be completed within the time 
Attempt of allowed him by his inftrudlions. The trade carried on from the 
ton's againft harbour of Charleftown was the great fupport of the funds for the 
Charkftown. warlike preparations of the fouthern colonies. A fort built on Sul- 
livan^s Ifland protedbed and commanded the channel of the harbour. 
The capture of that fort was the objedl of the expedition to South 
Carolina. The pofleflion of that fort would give to the Britiih the 
entire dominion of the harbour of Charleftown* It was therefore 
projcdied thstt, if the fort fhould be taken, a fufficient garrifon 
fhould be left for its defence ; but that operations, for the prefent, 
in this quarter, fhould be carried no farther. 

General Clinton having waited till the thirtieth of May for the 
fliips he expeded, reiblved to wafte no more time, but to fet fail for 

3 South 
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South Carolina. Fortunately however thofe fhips joined him ofF ^ ^^^."^ ^* 

Cape Fear, and the whole fleet now proceeding to Charleftown, \ , — ^ 

arrived there on the fourth of June. The general immediately tak- *" ' 
ing pofleflTion of Long Ifland, the loyalifts of which had been 
difarmed by the Americans in January, encamped the troops 
upon it. 

Half a mild from Charleftown harbour the Americans had con- 
ftruded a ftrong fortification on Sullivan's IHand, which confifted 
of twenty-two thirty-two pounders, and was garrifoned by three 
hundred men. As it commanded the harbour, general Clinton re- 
folved to attempt the redudion of it. Lee, the American genera), 
who had watched with the utmoft anxiety every operation of ge- 
neral Clinton, and who had followed him through the feveral pro- 
vinces he had vifited, was at this period encamped on a fpot north* 
ward from Sullivan's Ifland, with which he held a comniunication 
by a bridge of boats. Two batteries of cannon and mortars, con- 
ftruded on the point of Long Ifland to anfwer thofe of the enemy, 
and to co-operate with the floating batteries deftined to cover the 
landing 6f the troops on Sullivan's Ifland, being completed, 
it was determined to commence the redudion of the fort 
on the twenty-eighth of June. At half paft ten o'clock in the ^ 
morning fir Peter Parker, in the Briftol, made the fignal for adion 
to the following fhips — the Experiment of fifty guns ; the Adive, 
Solebay, Adason, Syren, and Sphynx, frigates j the Thunder 
bomb, and the Friendfhip armed fhrp of twenty-four guns. At a 
quarter paft eleven, all the fliips having got fprings upon their ca- 
bles, began a moft tremendous fire upon the fort. Three of the 
frigates, the Adlaeon, Syren, and Sphynx, got aground. The two laft 
however hove oflT, but the firft ftuck faft, and was fet on fire on the 
fucceeding morning, in order to prevent her falling into the hands 
of the enemy. 
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At the fame time that the fleet began firing, the batteries on Long 
Ifland opened. At twelve o'clock the light-infantry, grenadiers, and 
the fifteenth regiment, embarked in boats, the floating batteries and 
armed craft getting under way at the fame time to cover their land- 
ing on Sullivan's Ifland. Scarcely, however, had the detachment 
proceeded from Long Ifland, before they were ordered to dlfembark, 
and return to their encampment : And it mufl: be confeflTed that, if 
they had landed, they would have had to fl:rugglc wdth difiiculties 
almofl: infurmountable. The ground on which the fort fl:ood was 
infulated by a broad and deep trench cut acrofs the ifland, and this 
canal under the immediate command of the guns of Fort Sullivan* 

In the mean time the fhips continued an unremitting fire upon 
the fort. Between one and two o'clock the fire of the enemy flack- 
ened for a fliort time, owing to a want of ammunition. Having 
obtained however a frefli fupply, their fire was renewed, and ceafed 
not till between tiine and ten o'clock* In this day's attack the 
Briftol and Experiment fuffered mofl: ; the fire of the enemy being 
principally directed againfl: them, they were left almoft wrecks upon 
the water. Early on the morning of the twenty-ninth, the light- 
infantry, grenadiers, and the fifteenth regiment, were again embark- 
ed, and almoft: immediately afterwards ordered to difembark. Iri 
this inadlive fl:ate did aflfairs remain till the fifteenth of July, when 
orders were iflTued to the troops to embark on board the tranfports. 
Sir H. Clinton had been greatly deceived in his information* The 
paflage was not fordable in the rear of the fort ; for fir Henry 
and feveral other oflficers waded Up t6 their flioulders, and then, 
on finding that the depth of water increafed, returned* On 
putting the boats, in which were the artillery, into the water, it was 
found that they let in the water fo faft that they muft fink. The 
officers and men of the artillery who were in them had nearly been 
Jofl:. The fliips kept at too great a difl:ance : They might have gone 
2 much 
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much nearer, and, if they had, would have done great execution 
by pouring broadfides into the fort ; but their diftance was fuch that 
they did little or no damage to the fort. The Americans were much 
elated upon this fuccefs, which confiderably inflamed the fpirit of 
revolt. 

On the twenty-firft, the army failed for New York, under the 
convoy of the Solebay frigate, the reft of the fleet being under the 
neceflGty of remaining to refit. Thus ended an expedition from 
which the friends of government had predicted the moft beneficial 
confequences.. 
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Proceedings of Congrefs — Declaration of Independence-^Arrival of. 
Lord Howe from England — Battle of Long I/land — Overtures on 
the part of the Britifj Commanders for Peace. — 1776. 

TT will be remembered that early in the fummer of 1775 con- 
grefs had voted that the affemblies of the feveral colonies fliould 
give inftrudions to their delegates relative to the independence of 
America. However premature fuch a vote might be thought at 
that period by moderate men, the fubfequent fuccefs of the Ame- 
rican arms had entirely overcome their objedions to its tendency, 
and had paved the way for another vote more open and more ample 
in its nature. 
Aas of the On the fifteenth of May 1 776 it was refolved ^^ to recommend to 
congrefs. the various affemblies and conventions in the United States of Ame- 
rica, where no form of government adequate to the exigencies of 
affairs had yet been adopted, to eftablifh fuch a conftitution as fhould 
be moft conducive ta the public welfare and fecurity.'* This vote 
was immediately publifhed in the Penfylvania Gazette, with a pre- 
amble, ftating that, as " his Britannic majefty had, with the con- 
currence of his parliament, excluded the inhabitants of the colonies 
from his prote£lion," it was deemed neceffary and expedient to fup- 
prefs and abolilh the power and conftitution which had been derived 
from that fource. 

The affemblies of the colonies readily complied with the recom- 
mendations of congrefs, except Maryland, whofe delegates, together 

with 
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with the Penfylvania aflembly, feceded from congrefs. Virginia, ^ HA p. 
however, feemed to poflefs more of the fpirit that animated the u— v— — ^ 
congrefs than the other provinces ; for on the day on which the 
above refolution pafled at Philadelphia, the aflembly of Virginia, 
which was then fitting at Williamlburg, inftruded their delegates to 
propofe a refolution of a fimilar tendency to that of congrefs ; ap- 
pointing at the fame time a committee to prepare the plan of a new 
conftitution. They alfo publifhed the following declaration of 
rights : 

1. That all men are born equally free, poflTefling certain natural 
rights, of which they cannot by any compad deprive their pof- 
terity. 

2. That all power is vefted in the people, from whom it is de- 
rived. 

3. That they have an unalienable indefeafible right to reform, 
alter, or abolifli, their form of government at pleafure. 

4. That the idea of an hereditary firft magiftrate is unnatural and 
abfurd ; — and, 

5. That no government, independent of, or feparated from, the 
government of Virginia, ought to prevail within the limits of 
Virginia, 

In purfuance of the recommendation of congrefs, moft of the Declaration 
provinces had inftrudted their delegates on the fubjed of inde- cncc* ^^^" ' 
pendence. The cataftrophe was now at hand, and on the fourth of 
July 1 776, America was fevered for ever from Great Britain by a 
refolution, which, after enumerating the feveral grievances already 
ftated, declared, " that, on account of the king of Great Britain 
having refiifed to redrefs them, the inhabitants of the United Colo- 
nies were thereby difcharged and abfolved from all allegiance and 
obedience to him.'* 

Previoufly 
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Previoufly to the paffing of this refolution it had been difpatched 




to the different provincial affemblies, in order that it might be ra- 
^'^'^ ^ tified immediately after it had paffed the congrefs. No oppofitioa 
was made on this account in any of the provinces, except in Mary- 
land, where the ratification was rejeftcd by the affeuij^y^ who or- 
dered their delegates to fecede from congrefs. A body of the people 
however obliged them to return immediately, and the affembly were 
compelled to ratify the important refolution. This unanimity was 
in a great degree produced by the numerous publications that ap- 
peared about this period. Of thefe the moft diftinguifhed was a 
work entitled Common Senfe, the author Mr. Thomas Paine, wha 
has fince rendered his name fo famous on the theatre of Europe, 
and of the world. Such were the mcafures which America had 
adopted previoufly to the arrival of lord Howe from England. 

Arrival of a The army having now fufKciently recovered from the fatigue and 
lo?d Howe ficknefs produced by their confined fituation in Bofton, departed 
hnd* ^"^' fr^"^ Hallifax on the eleventh of June, and proceeded to Sandy 
Hook, to wait for the arrival of the reinforcements from Europe. 
It may not be unneceffary to mention here, that it was the general 
opinion that fir William Howe fhould have gone to Long Ifland 
inftead of Hallifax ; the foldiers might then have been fupplied from 
the ifland with cattle in abundance, and if there had been no tenta 
Aey might have been hutted, as the Americans were, and by that 
means have been enabled to have opened the campaign much eailier. 
The army reached Sandy Hook on the twenty-ninth of June. Ge- 
neral Howe, who had been there for fome time, had received 
from major-general Try on, the governor of New York, who had. 
been obliged to take refuge on board a man of war, the fol- 
fowing account of the fituation of the Americans in that pro- 
vince i 

Having- 
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iHavlng^ obtained undoubted information that the Britifh arma- 
Inents were to be directed againft New York, they were endea- 
vouring, by ftrong entrenchments, both there and on Long Ifland, ^^^ 
to obftrudl the paffage of the fleet up the north and eaft rivers. To 
increafe thef<^ampediments, chains of funkeil veflels were laid in 
various parts of the channel. They had alfo magazines of warlike 
ftores, dnd a large train of artillery. In confequence of this inform- 
ation, and certain that fuccours from England would foon arrive, 
general Howe refolved to wafte no more time at Sandy Hook, but 
to proceed with the army to Stateti Ifland, fituated oppofitc 
to Long Ifland, where he could watch the operations of th« 
ienemy. Accordingly, on the third of July^ he landed the troops on 
the Ifland without oppofition, the enemy abandoning it on his ap- 
proach. The troops thus landed, confifl:ed of two battalions of 
light-infantry, two of grenadiers, the fourth, fifth, tenth, feven* 
teenth, twenty-fecond^ twenty-third, twenty-feventh, thirty-fifth^ 
thirty-eighth, fortieth, forty-fecond, forty-third, forty-fourth, forty- 
fifth, forty-ninth^ fifty-fecond^ fifty-fifth, fixty-third, and fixty-fourth 
regiments of foot, and part of the forty-fixth and feventy-firfl: regi- 
ments, and the feventeenth regiment of light dragoons. There were 
befides two companies of volunteers raifed at New York, confifling of 
one hundred men each* The total amount was nine thoufand men* 
It had been determined to land on Long Ifland ; but upon further 
confideration it was thought more advifable to wait for the arrival 
of the troops from Europe, and to land in the mean time upon 
Staten Ifland* 

On the firft of July lord Howe, and the long-expeded fuccotira 
from England^ arrived at Sandy Hook, and thence proceeded to 
Staten Ifland. The reinforcement brought from England amount- 
ed, with the troops already in America, to near thirty thoufand 
men. The late arrival of this reinforcement is to be particularly 

lamented^ 
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^* lamented, becaufe, for fome time before this period, general Wafli- 
ington's army did not amount to nine thoufand men fit for duty ; 
two thoufand of ^ whom were entirely deftitute of arms. It muft 
therefore be fufficiently apparent, that moft important advantages 
would have accrued to the Britifli caufe if the campaign had com- 
menced two months earlier than it did. The American army muft 
then have been inevitably overwhelmed by the fuperiority of num- 
bers and of difcipline oppofed to it. So well convinced was colonel 
Jofeph Read^ the American adjutant-general, of this fuperiority, 
that, in a letter to a member of congrefs, he ftated the amount of 
the American army to be lefs than eight thoufand men, " all of 
" whom, from the general to the private, were exceedingly difcou- 
** couraged.'* Lord Howe had been appointed to the command of 
the fleet deftined to co-operate with his brother general Howe, 
with the unanimous approbation of the people of England. What- 
ever may be thought of lofd Howe as a naval commander, there 
was a certain hauteur and frigid referve in his deportment that but 
ill qualified him for the office of a foother and a mediator between 
two contending parties, irritated againft each other almoft to a degree 
of madnefs. His lordfhip brought with him a commiffion 
fandioned by parliament, empowering him and his brother 
to treat with the Americans. Tlieir powers were ample 
and extenfive. They were invefted with the ability of making 
peace or of continuing the war — of receiving the fubmiffion of 
all or any one of the colonies — of pardoning or of punifhing 
delinquents. 

At this period, the celebrated Dr. Franklin, who had for many years 
refided in England as agent for the colonies of MaflTachufets and Pen^ 
fylvania, retiring to America foon after his difmiffion from his office 
of joint poft-mafler-general of America, was a leading member of the 
iongrefs. To him lord Howe addreflfcd a letter foon after his arrival* In 
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k he Informed him of the nature of his commiffion ; expreffing, at the 
fame time^ hopes that he would find in America the fame difpofition 
for peace that he brought with him, and concluding with requeft- 
ing his aid to accomplifh this defired end. Dr. Franklin, in anfwcr, 
informed his lordfhip, that, preparatory to any propofitions of amity 
or peace, it would be required that Great Britain fhould acknow- 
ledge the independence of America, defray the expences of the war, 
and indemnify the colonies for burning their towns. This, how- 
ever, he dated to be only his own opinion, and that what he hadfaid 
was not authorifed by thofe in whom the Americans had inverted 
the power of peace or war. Lord Howe alfo addrefled a circular 
letter, accompanied with a declaration, to feveral of the late governors 
of the provinces, acquainting them with the power with which he 
was inverted. Thefe letters and the declaration were forwarded to con- 
grefs, and publiflied in the different newfpapers : At the fame time 
his- lordlhip opened a correfpondence with general Waftiington, 
which produced no beneficial confequence to the Britifti caufe. 

Lord Howe and his brother, unwilling to accede to thofe condi- 
tions which had been ftated by Dr. Franklin to be the only terms 
that would be accepted, and feeing, from the declaration of independ- 
ence, and the vigorous preparations of the enemy, that nothing lefs 
would be accepted, refolved to commence hoftiiities immediately. 

The troops under general Clinton, from the fouthward, having 
joined the grand army, the campaign opened on the twenty-fecond 
of Augurt. A divifion of four thoufand men, under the command 
of general Clinton, landed without oppofition in Gravefend Bay, 
Long Ifland, to the right of the Narrows, their difcmbarkation be- 
ing covered by three frigates and two bomb-ketches : This divifion 
having landed without refiftance, the rert of the army and artillery 
were alfo landed. The advanced party of the enemy fled at the ap- 
proach of the army, fetting fire, on their retreat, to all thehoufesand 
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granaries, and feeking refuge in the woody heights that commanded 
the way which the Englifli were under the neceffity of paffing,. 
The Englifh poffefled an extent, reaching from the Narrows through 
Gravefend and Utrecht. The Americans, to the number of fifteen 
thoufand, were pofted on a peninfula, between Mill Creek, a little 
above Red Hook, and an elbow of the river, called Wallabach 
Bay. They had conftrufted ftrong fortifications oppofite to New 
York, from which they were feparated by the Eaft River, at the 
diftance of a mile. A line of intrenchment from the Mill Creek 
enclofed a large fpace of ground, on which flood the American 
camp. This line was not only fecured by abbatis, but flanked by^ 
ftrong redoubts, and lined with fpears or lances provided againft 
aflault. From this poft ten thoufand men, under the command o£ 
general Putnam, were detached. Their ol jeiS was to occupy the 
heights which obliquely interfered the ifland, and to defend againft 
the progrefs of the EnglifK, the defiles which led through thofe hills^ 
Oppofite the centre of Putnam's line ftood, in the plain, the vil- 
' lage of Flat Bufli. To this town the Heffians, under general De 
Heifter, were advanced, occupying entirely the attention of the 
Americans, and frequently fkirmiftiing with their patroles. In the 
mean time fir Henry Clinton and fir William Erfkine, having re- 
connoitred the pofition of the enemy, faw that it would not be a 
diflScult matter to turn their left flank, which would either oblige 
them to rilk an engagement, or to retire under manifeft difadvantage.. 
This intelligence being communicated to fir William Howe, he con- 
fented to make the attempt. Accordingly the right wing of the 
Englifli army moved, confifting of a flrong advanced corps, com- 
Auguft z6. manded by general Clinton, fupported by the brigades under lord 
Percy. The commander in chief himfelf marched with this corps, 
which quitted its cartp at nine o'clock at night on the twenty-fixth 
of Augufl, crofling the country, by Flat Lands, in order to fecure 
a a pafs 
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a pafs over the heights of Guiana, on the road to Bedford. 
This pafs the enemy had negleded to fecure by detachments, on 
account of its great diftance. In order to watch it, however, they 
fent out occafional patroles of cavalry : But one of thefe being in- 
tercepted by a Britifti advanced guard, the pafs was gained without 
any alarm being communicated to the Americans. At nine o'clock ?*^*^^/ 
in the morning the Britifli paffed the heights and reached Bed- or Brooklyn, 
ford. An attack was immediately begun on the enemy's left; 
they made but a feeble refiftance, and retired from the woody grounds 
to their lines, into which they threw themfelvcs in evident confu- 
fion. It is to be lamented that this advantage was not purfued ; for 
in the cojnfufion into which the enemy were thrown by the ra- 
pid march of the Englifli army, a moft decifive victory would have 
undoubtedly accrued to the Britifli arms. The works of the enemy 
could not have refifted an attack, when it is confidered that it might 
have been made by that part of the army under fir William Howe, 
which had not been engaged, and which therefore pofleffed a ma- 
nifeft fuperiority over troops fatigued by conteft, exhaufted by hard 
labour, and diflieartened by partial defeat. 

As foon asthe firing on the enemy's left was heard, general De Heif- 
ter, with a column of Heffians firom Flat Bufli, attacked the centre of 
the Americans. After a warm engagement the enemy was routed and 
driven into the woods, with the lofs of three pieces of cannon. The 
left column, led by general Grant, advancing from the Narrows by the 
edge of the bay, in order to divert the attention of the enemy from 
the principal attack on the right, about midnight fell in with their 
advanced guard, ftationed at a ftrong pafs, which, however, they im- 
mediately abandoned, and retired to a very advantageous poft, where 
they kept their ground. On the advancement of the Englifli, a 
furious cainnon^de commenced on both fides, which was continued 
with unceafing perfevcrance till the enemy heard the firing at Bed- 

C c 2 ford. 
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C HA P. ford. The Americans in this quarter did not attempt to retire antSt 

i w— u they received news of the total rout of the reft of their army. Ap- 

'^' ' prehenfive then of being unable to regain their lines j they made a 
fudden movement to fecure a retreat, by croffing a morafs to Mitt 
Creek, vsrhich covered the right of their works. But this movement 
was made in much diforder and confufion ; general Grant, however, 
did not take adequate advantage of it, for had he moved rapidly ta 
the edge of the morafs, through which, and over a mill-dam, the 
principal part of them efcaped, the great^ft number of the detach-* 
ment, as well as of thofe who fled from Flat Bufh, muft have ekher 
been drowned or taken prifoners. 

Thus ended the operations of the day : Vidory was certainly ott 
the fide of the Englifli; but it was not fo decifive a« it might have 
been, owing to the reftriftions impofed by the commander in chief. 
The lofs of the Americans was great. Two thoufand v^re either 
killed on the field, drowned, or taken prifonera : And among the 
latter, generals Sullivan, Udell, and lord Sterling. The Maryland 
regiment fufFered moft fevercly, having loft upwards 6f twohimdred 
and fixty men; which was much regretted, as that regiment was 
compofed of young men of the beft families in the country. The 
royal army took fix pieces of brafs ordnance. The lofs on the part 
of the Englifli did not exceed three hundred in killed and wounded ; 
of which number between fixty and feventy were killed. Among 
the killed was lieutenant-colonel Grant, of the fortieth regiment ; 
among the wounded, lieutenant-colonel Monckton. The Britifli 
troops, on this occafion, difplayed great aftivity and valour : So im- 
petuous was their, courage, that it was not without difficulty that 
they could be rcftrained from attacking the American lines j and 
had they been permitted to go on, in the judgment of moft men, 
Auguft. including fir William Howe himfelf, they would have carried them. 
** But," fays the general, " as it was apparent that the lines muft 

" become 
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^ ^i^ ^' Americans ; but a confiderable time had elapfed before a purfuit 

u— V J was ordered. Sir William Howe at length, however, defired lord 

Percy to order a purfuit ; but it was too late. The enemy had 
effeded their retreat, which was rendered lefs hazardous from 
the want of frigates in the Eafl. River between Long Ifland and New 
York. Had any armed fhips been ftationcJ there, it would have been 
impoffible for them to have made their efcijpe. The Eaft River is deep 
enough for a feventy-fcur gun fhip to ride at anchor. Wafhington 
thought himfelf happy in getting {\\^ with his papers from Long 
Ifland, having crofled to New York in a fmall boat. Had two or 
even one frigate moored as hij^h up as Rcd-Hock, as the Phoenix 
and Rofe men of war had done before, the one carrying forty-four 
guns, and the other twenty-eight, the retreat of the Americans 
would have been cut offmoft completely; and indeed fo decided 
were the Americans themfelves in this opinion, that, had only a 
fmgle frigate been ftationed in the Eaft River, they muft 
have furrendered at difcretion. It is to be obfer^'ed, that in the 
very fame boats in which the Americans croflTed from New York to 
Long Ifland, they re-crofl!ed after their defeat from Long Ifland to 
New York, the boats having lain for three days on the Long 
Ifland fliore in readinefs to carry them oflf". Now it is evident that 
this fmall craft, by the above precaution, might have been ef- 
fectually deftroyed. 

In reviewing the adions of men, the hiftorian is often at a lofs to 
conjedlure the fecret caufes that gave them birth. It cannot be de- 
nied but that the American army lay almoft entirely at the will of 
the Englifli. That they were therefore fuffered to retire in fafety, 
has by fome been attributed to the reludance of the commander in 
chief to flied the blood of a people fo nearly allied to that fource 
from whence he derived all his authority and powen We are rather 

inclined 
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P- Whilft thefe operations were carrying on, general Sullivan, who 
had been taken prifoner on Long Ifland, was difmifTed on his parole^ 

I tj6 

OTcrturcs on and difpatched to Philadelphia at his own requeft, in order to fub- 
thcBritiih ^^^ fome propofitions to congrefs. In thofe propofitions lord 

commanders Howe expreflcd a wifli to enter into conferences with feveral mo- 
tor peace. ^ 

derate members of congrefs, not as deputies from an independent 
ftate, but as private gentlemen of influence in the different colonies. 
In thefe conferences preliminaries were to be fettled, on which an 
accommodation of the differences between the two countries was to 
be founded. As an inducement to congrefs to comply with thcfc 
propofitions, it was ftrongly infifled that fo favourable a crifis as the 
prefent would not again occur j inafmuch as neither party had 
been reduced to a ftate of humiliation by compulfory means, nor 
to a (ituation where affent or ruin was the only alternative. 

The congrefs, in reply to this mefTage, acquainted his lordfhip that 
it was inconfiftent with their dignity to fend any of their members to 
confer with him in a private capacity ; and requefted that they 
would depute a committee to learn whether his lordfhip had autho- 
rity to treat with perfons commiffioned by congrefs, and that they 
would receive what propofals he was commanded to offer. Accord- 
ingly a committee, confifting of Dr. Benjamin Franklin, Meffrs. 
John Adams and Edward Rutledge, was appointed to wait on lord 
Howe at Staten Ifland, No advantage could be expe<5lcd to accrue 
to the mother-country from fuch a committee ; the members of it 
being men whofe principles were violent in the extreme, and who 
fought every opportunity of reducing the parent-ftate to humiliat- 
ing and mortifying fituations. In the outfet of the conference lord 
Howe ftill adhered to the contents of the mcflage carried to con- 
grefs by general Sullivan, viz. " that though his powers did not 
" extend fo far as to treat with the above gentlemen, as a committee 

" deputed 
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" deputed by congrefs, yet he was empowered to enter into a con- CHAP. 
" fultation on the means of reconciling the differences between Great v— i-,— -1 
** Britain and America with any gentleman of influence and im- ''"^ ' 
" portance." As foon as his lordfhip had made this declaration, the 
committee informed him that they fhould not adl in any other 
charafter than that with which congrefs had invefted them : Never- 
thelcfs they wifhed to hear any propofals he might have to make. 
His lordfhip then informed them that the mofl ardent wifh of the 
king and government of Great Britain, was, to put an end to the 
diffenfions at prefent exifling between the parent-flate and the colo- 
nies. To accomplifh this defire, every adl of parliament which had 
been thought obnoxious to the latter fhould undergo a revifal, and 
every jufl caufe of complaint fhould be removed, if the latter would 
declare her willingnefs to fubmit to the authority of the Britifh go- 
vernment. 

In reply to this offer the committee declared, that an acknowledg- 
ment of the fuperiority of Great Britain could not now be ex- 
peded. They recalled to his lordfhip's remembrance the many pe- 
titions that had been prefented by the colonies to parliament and the 
king, all of which, particularly the laft, had been treated with dif- 
refpe<fl and contempt. They reminded him that it was not Ame- 
rica that had fevered herfelf from Great Britain ; but Great Britain 
that had feparated herfelf from America. The latter had never de- 
clared herfelf independent till the former had denounced war againft 
her, and thereby rendered fuch a declaration indifpenfably necefTary. 
Befides, even if congrefs wifhed to replace America in her former 
fituation, fhe could not carry thefe wifhcs into execution ; for the 
declaration of independence had been made in confequence of the 
congregated voice of the whole people, by whom alone it could be 
invalidated and abolifhed. But though the Americans defired not 

Vol. L D d to 
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^ ^vA ^' ^o return under the domination of England, yet they were willing 
v.— V — ^ to enter into any treaty that fliould be deemed advantageous to both 
countries. From this declaration of the committee, it required very 
little penetration to difcover that America was refolved to enter into 
no accommodation ; but to procure the acknowledgment of her in- 
dependence by force. Immediately therefore on being furnifhed 
with this anfwer, lord Howe put an end to the conference. 

When the deputies returned to congrefs they made the following 
report : — " That it was their opinion that lord Howe's commiflioa 
" did not contain any other powers than thofe of granting pardons, 
** and of receiving all, or any one, of the colonies into the protection 
" of the Britifh government, upon fubmiflion. With regard to treat- 
** ing with congrefs, the commiflioners were totally filent, on account 
" of their being forbidden to acknowledge the authority of that af- 
" fembly, and empowered only to treat with the members of it in 
" their private charaders, as men of abilities, weight, or importance.'* 
The commiflioners being therefore thus limited in their powers, 
no firm reliance could be placed on any terms they might 
propofe or accede to *. Though lord Howe had been thus unfuc- 
cefsful in his propofitions to the congrefs committee, he thought it 
neceflary to publifh a declaration to the people of America, wherein, 
after glancing at the anfwer returned by that committee to his offers 
of reconciliation, he acquainted them that the parent-ftate was 
willing to receive into its bofom and proted:ion all who might be 
willing to return to their former fubmiflion and obedience. His 
lordfliip was certainly induced to adopt this meafure from the con- 
virion that a majority of the inhabitants of America were decided- 

• It was confidently aflcrtcd at Philadelphia that Mr. Rutledgc, upon hit return, declared 
that the whole of what had pafled between lord Howe and the committee had not been made 
public, I. e. the whole of wtat had been offered ty lord Howe. 
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\j in favour of entering into an accommodation of the differences 
between the two powers ; and this convidion was by no means 
ill-founded. This declaration however produced but little effedl, 
for thofe who refolved to accede to nothing fhort of an acknowledge 
ment of the independeftce of America had acquired the fole ma- 
nagement of affairs, and had concentered in themfelves all the 
powers and refources of the country. 
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CHAP. yii. 

The Americans retreat^ and the Engli/h Army takes pojfejfion of NeiJt^ 
Tori — The Americans greatly dijheartened — Dejign to burn New 
York partly executed — Various Skirmijloing — Battle of White Plains. 



CHAP. /CONVINCED now that all pacific meafures would be inefFeftual, 



lord Howe refolved to adopt other meafures. It has been be- 
fore faid that when the provincial forces retreated from Long Ifland 
they took (belter in New York. Here they employed themfelves in 
ereding batteries, and throwing up intrenchments, .in order to 
annoy the Britifti fhipping. Both armies were divided by the Eaft 
River, the breadth of which, at this part, was about thirteen hun- 
dred yards. After a long and fevere cannonade it was refolved to 
make a defcent on the ifland on which New York flands. To pre- 
vent their intentions from being difcovered by the enemy, five fhips 
of war moved higher up the Eaft River, while, on the fifteenth of 
September, feveral flat-bottomed boats were employed in landing the 
troops. 

The firft divifion, confifting of four thoufand men under general 
Clinton, landed on New York ifland, at a place called Kipp's Bay, 
about three miles fi'om the town, and took poft on a height called the 
Inclenberg. The enemy were at this time in poflTeflTion of very ad- 
vantageous ground and powerful intrenchments : Neverthelefs, they 
not only refrained from oppofing the Englifli, but abandoned their 
works on account of the furious cannonade of the five men of war 
I appointed 
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appointed to cover the difembarkation of the troops. As the dif- ^ ^^ ^• 

ferent divifions, landed thev pofted themfelves on the high grounds ' v— ^ 

* • 1776, 

that ftretch in an afcending diredtion from the fea-fhore. At the 

fame time a detachment of Heflian troops advanced to New York, 

and in their way fell in with a party of the enemy retreating by 

the pafs at Blooming Dale. A fkirmifh enfued, in which the Bri- '^^^ Amerl- 

* o ' cans retreat, 

tifli were vidorious, and the Americans loft a brigadier-general and f "^ the Eng- 

r t ^ m r • i i i n "^ army 

feveral other officers. About the lame time another detachment of takes poffef- 
the Britifli troops made a movement to the right, in order to attack YorL ^ 
a large body of the enemy, who, however, on the approach of the 
Englifh, retreated to the main body of the American army pofted on 
Morris's Heights. No attempt being made to defend New York, it 
was taken pofleffion of by the Englifti. General Wafhington's army, 
at this period, amounted to twenty-three thoufand men, but moft of 
thefe, raw, undifciplined, and ill provided with neceflaries. 

New York is fituated in an ifland about fifteen miles in lengthf 
but not more than two in breadth ; on which account the Englifh 
were enabled to extend their camp quite acrofs the ifland, on the 
part fartheft from the town. The enemy were pofted oppofite to 
them, and in fuch an advantageous manner that any attack upon 
them would have been dangerous and imprudent. General Wafh- 
ington had ftationed four thoufand five hundred men in New York, 
which he withdrew on the approach of the Britifh army; fix thou- 
fand five hundred at Haerlf m ; and twelve thoufand at a place call- 
ed King's Bridge, which he had fortified in order to fecure a re- 
treat, in cafe he fhould be under the necefTity of relinquifhing his 
prefent fituation, to the continent. And indeed it was peculiarly 
fortunate for the enemy that they were thus, in a manner, fecure 
from attack, as their ardour had vifibly declined fmce their defeat 
on Long Ifland. A paufe was neceffary in order to enable them to 
recover their former fpirit. 

The 
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1776. 
The Ameri- 
can army 
greatly dif- 
Eeartened* 



The check at Long Ifland, and the expulfion from New York* 
difpirited the American troops greatly. They apprehended every 
thing, and were in great defpair. The militia were impatient to 
return, and totally difobedient to orders. They went off by half 
and in fome inftances by whole, regiments. What was called their 
flying camp was literally fo. Ravages were committed not only by 
privates, but, among the New Englanders, by oflScers. " Almoft 
*' every villany and rafcality,*' a gentleman of the army * wrote to 
his friend, " was daily pradlifed with impunity. Unlefs fome 
*' fpeedy and effedlual means of reform are adopted by congrefs, our 
" caufe will be loft. As the war muft be carried on fyftematically, 
you muft eftablifh your army upon a permanent footing, and give 
y our ofliicers good pay, that they may be, and fupport the charader of, 
^ gentlemen, and not be driven, by a fcanty allowance, to the low and 
** dirty arts which many of them pradife, to filch the public of more 
money than all the amount of the difference of pay. It h not 
ftrange that there fliould be a number of bad oflicers in the con- 
** tinental fervice, when you confider that many of them were 
chofen by their own men, who eleded them, not from a regard td 
merit, but from the knowledge they had of their being ready to* 
aflbciate with them on the footing of equality. It was fometimes: 
the cafe, that, when a company was forming, the men would 
" chufe thofe for oflScers who confented to throw their pay into a 
joint ftock with the privates,, from which captains, lieutenants,, 
enfigns, ferjeants, corporals, drummers, and privates, drew equal 
" (hares. Can it then be wondered at, that a captain fhould be tried 
" and broken for ftealing his foldiers blankets-? or that another 
*' officer fhould be found (having his men in the face of charaftera 
** of diftindlion ? With an army of force before, and a fecret one 
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* General Read, in a letter to a member of congrefs, dated July 4th, 1776- 

« behind^ 
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•* behind, we (land oft a point of land with fix thoufand old 
** troops, if a year's fervice can entitle them to that name, and 
** about fifteen hundred new levies of this province ; many dif- 
** affeded, and more doubtfuL In this fituation we are. Every man 
*' in the army, from the general to the private (acquainted with 
*' our true fituation) is exceedingly difcouraged. Had I known the 
** true pofture of affairs, no confideration would have tempted me 
** to have taken an adlive part in this fcene : And this fentiment is 
** univerfal. General Howe is fufficiently ftrong, confidering the 
** goodnefs of his troops, to make a fuccefsful attempt on the 
** Americans; but being in daily expectation of reinforcements 
*' from Europe, he will undoubtedly remain inadive until their 
" arrival." 

The greateft animofitles, too, prevailed between the northern and 
fouthern troops. Their refledtions on each other were mutual and 
equally illiberal. Their variances were fo great, that the Penfylva- 
nians and New Englanders would as foon have fought each other as 
the etlemy. Officers of all ranks were indifcriminately treated with 
the greateft fcurrility and abufe, for no other reafon than that they 
were born on this or that fide of Hudfon's River; juft as formerly, 
in England, violent difputes were carried on between the inha- 
bitants of the fouth and thofe of the north fide of the Trent. 

As foon as the Englifli had taken pofleffion of New York, gene- 
ral Howe, and fome other general officers, repaired to the houfe of 
a Mrs. Murray, with whom they remained in converfation fo long, 
that general Putnam, with three thoufand five hundred men, was 
enabled to make good his retreat to the main body of the American 
army. But delay is not the only error imputable to the comman- 
der in chief in this tranfadtion. It has been mentioned that the 
American army was pofted at Haerlem and King's Bridge : Its po- 
fxtion at this little place was for the purpofe of fccuring a retreat 

to 
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1776. 



P- to the continent, fhould the preffure of affairs render fuch a meafure 
neceflary. Inftead, therefore, of diredting his attention to New 
York, fir William Howe ought to have thrown his army round 
King's Bridge, by which means he would have hemmed in the whole 
American army ; and fuch a ftep was not at all impraSicable, when 
we confider the extent of the military and naval rcfources fubfer- 
vient to his will. 
September, On the morning of the fixteenth of September, a detachment was 
fent out from the main body of the Americans to a wood facing the 
left flank of the Englifh army. Three companies of our light-infan- 
try were difpatched to diflodge them. The enemy, with a feeming 
intention of retreating to the main body, retired into the interior parts 
of the wood, where they were reinforced by another detachment ; 
which made itneceffary that the remainder of the light-infantry, with 
the forty-fecond regiment, fhould be fent to fupport the compa- 
nies that were engaged. The adlion was carried on by reinforcements 
on both fides, and became very warm. The enemy, however,poffeffed 
a great advantage from the circumftance of engaging within half a 
mile of their intrenched camp, whence they could be fuppHed with 
frefh troops as often as occafion required. Vi6:ory, neverthelefs, was 
on the part of the loyalifts ; and the Americans retreated with the 
lofs of three hundred killed and wounded. 

The Englifh encampment, it has been faid, extended acrofs the 

ifland, on each fide of which were flationed fhips of war, in order to 

fecure the right and left flanks. The enemy faw the advantage of 

this difpofition of the fhipping, and attempted to make fome im- 

preffion on it by fending down four fire-fhips, which, however, hj 

the fkilfulnefs of the commanders of the Englifh veffels, were 

Dcfign to prevented from doing any damage. It had been refolved by the 

Yo^rk pa^ Americans, in cafe the Englifh fhould obtain poflfeffion of New York, 

executed. iq f^t fire to It in fcveral places, previous to the evacuation of it by 

the 
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• 

the enemy. The fpeed, however, with which they were obliged ^ HA p. 

to. quit it, had rendered it impoflible for them to put their defigns 

into execution: Neverthelefs, feveral perfons having purpofely 

fecreted themfelvcs in the deferted houfes, contrived to fet fire to the 

town, on the morning of the twenty-firft of September, in feveral 

places. - One-third of the town was thus deftroyed;. and had not the 

military exerted themfelves in a mod extraordinary manner, the 

whole would have been levelled with the ground. The flames 

firft broke out at fome wooden ftore-houfes, at the fouthern- 

moft or windward part of New York, near the ' Whitehall-flairs, 

juft by the battery, and foon became general up the Broadway, &c 

by the violence of the wind blowing burnt fhingles from the houfes 

on fire to others, and fetting them on fire in rapid fucceffion. The 

wind was fo flrong, that it was almofl impoflible to face it, for 

fmoke; and flakes of fire. The next day (Saturday) a great many 

cart-loads of bundles of pine flicks, dipped at each end for five or 

fix inches in brimflone and other combuftible matters, were found 

concealed in cellars of houfes to which the incendiaries had not 

had time to fet fire. Between one and two hundred men and old 

women were taken up during the night, and fent to gaol on 

fufpicipn, and three or four men detedled with matches and 

combuftibles were killed by the enraged foldiers. Mofl, if not all 

the, men and women put into gaol, were releafed in a few days, 

after having their names taken and examined by a committee. The 

old Englifh church, and a German church, near it, with about 

eleven hundred houfes, were burnt. The rebels at Paulus 

Hook gave three cheers when the fleeple of the old Englifli 

church fell down, which,* when burning, looked awfully 

grand. 

The American army, with flrong ground in their front, and ex- 
tenfive fortifications in their rear tcrwards King's Bridge, feemed to 

Vol. I. E e think 
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^ ^}f^ ^' ^'^"^'^ themfelves perfedlly fecure, and almoft invulnerable. The 
Britiih^ troops knew the ftrength of fituation which the enemy 
poffefled, and therefore employed themfelves in throwing up a 
chain of redoubts on Macgowan's Hill to cover New York, and ren- 
der it capable of a vigorous defence, even after the bulk of the army 
fliould be engaged in more remote operations. As foon as the re- 
doubts were completed it was determined to attempt the enemy's 
rear, by the N^w England road, from which they received mod of 
their fupplies. This arrangement would cither force them to hazard a 
battle, or reduce them to the neceffity of fuffering themfelves to be fur- 
rounded and confined in York Ifland. It has been afferted that as foon 
as the Englifh had taken poiTeflion of New York, they fhould have at- 
tacked the Americans, as the different pofiticKis which they had taken 
between the city and Fort Wafhington, afterwards called Fort Knyphau- 
fcn, might have been forced without great difficulty or danger. In con- 
fequence of the determination juft mentioned, thi-ee brigades of Briti£h 
and one of Heffians being left to guard New York, the reft of the troopa 
embarked on the twelfth of Odoberin flat-bottomed boats and bat- 
teaux, and paffing through an intricate and dangerous paffage^ 
called Hell Gate, to the Sound, landed the fame morning at Frog's 
Neck, not far from Weft Chefter, on the continent towards Connec- 
ticut. ' This was thought to be an error on the part of the com- 
mander in chief: Frog's Neck being really an ifland conneftcd 
with the main by a bridge, eafy to be broken down (as happened 
in fad) by the enemy. The miftake, when difcovered, ihould 
have been remedied inftantly, by puftiing along fome other- 
route to King's Bridge, which would undoubtedly have reduced' 
the enemy to the necefllty either of defending the ifland or of forcing 
their way through the EngUfti army, in order to gain the territory 
of New England* All poflTibility of their retiring to the Jerfeys was 
cut oflFby the Britifh fhips, which had now, with incredible diflSlculty 
I and 
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and dagger, paffed Fort Wafhington, and taken their ftations^ in the ^ ^ j^ P- 
North River. Thus it ip fufficiently apparent that the Americans 
could not poffiWy have effeaed a retreat without hazarding a battle, 
uolefs^ indeed,. they were to be permitted to retire to the continent 
id: as fec\ire and uninteinupted a manner as they did from Long 
Ifland to New York* The Americans themfelves began to entertain 
ferious alarms for their fafety; for on the day the Englifli landed, 
their main body moved off, in order to avoid being blockaded in the 
ifland. This movement originated with general Lee, who had re- 
cently arrived from South Carolina, and whofe abilities and fuccefs 
had rendered his opinion of great weight and importance. But this 
meafure, to which the American army undoubtedly owed its iafety, 
was adopted contrary to the original plan of general Waflbing- 
ton. The circumftance? of it are as follow : — ^Wheji the Britii^ 
army landed at Frog's Neck, Washington harangued his oflicers, and 
told them, that they mufk retreat no farther, but decide the 
fate of America on that ground. The ground on which they were 
then entrenched, extended in front of King's Bridge. General Lee 
came up foon after, and having learnt what had paffed, remon- 
ftrated againft fo abfurd a determination. He reprefented that the 
Britifli would infallibly hem Wafliington's army round with fuch a 
chain of works, as would reduce him to the neceffity of furrender- 
ing through famine, without expofing them to the hazard of a 
battle. Lee's reprefentations fucceeded ; and the Arnerican army 
immediately refolved to quit £0 dangerous a pofition. 

On the eighteenth of Odober, the Britifli troops re-embarking O^^^^^is. 
proceeded along the coaft to Pell's Point, where they ought to have 
landed originally ; and difembarkcd there without difficulty. Soon 
after their landing a fharp Ikirmifti happened in an attempt to dif- 
lodge the enemy from a narrow pafs, at which they had taken poft 
with a ftrong corps. Notwithftanding their advantageous fituation, 
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the Americans retired 'with confiderable Ibfs. Thirty-two were 
killed and wounded on the fide of the Englifh. 

On the twenty-firft of Oftober the main divifion of the Britifh 
army moved to New Rochelle, fituated on the found that divides 
Long Iff and from the continent. Here they were joined by the 
fccond divifion of foreign troops that had arrived from England^ 
under the command of general Knyphaufen. The American army 
was now in a difagreeable fituation. The foldiers were very poorly 
clothed , and a fcareity of provifions among them had beeii followed 
by much illnefsi Nor, amidft- thefe difad vantages, was their pofition 
either fecure or eligible in other refpcds. Their fole refource was 
to avoid adtion : For which reafon it was determined in a council 
*bf war that they fhouM extend themfelves into a long line behind 
the Brunx, well fecured by works thrown up in front, to command 
every ford. The provincial army, in confequence of this determina- 
tion, flretehed along the groOnd parallel to that on which the Britifh 
troops were marching j from King's Bridge on the right, to White 
Plains on the left. The two armies were feparated by a deep rivet 
called the Brunx, already mentioned. The rear of the Britiflv was 
covered by the Sound, not far diflant. With this relative ar- 
rangement the^ armies moved flowly towardis the White Plains, 
where, on the eaflem fide of the Brunx, a detachment had been 
fortifying a camp for the Americans, which camp they occupied, 
with their whole army on the twenty-fixth* 
oa.2S. The royal army, in two columns, marched from its encampment 

near Ward^s Houfei on the banks of the Brunx ; fir William Howe 
accompanied the left column, fir Henry Clinton commanded the 
Wh't^PhS*^^ right. As they approached the White Plains, the right column fell in 
with feveral bodies of the enemy : And thofe bodies, fliarply driven 
back, propagated a confiderable alarm in the enemy's camp. When 
our troops arrived within about three quarters of a mile of the 

Americans^ 
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Americans, thcry had a diftinft view of their whole pofition. They C HA P. 
were encamped on a long ridge of hill, the brow of which was v, — ^-^^ 
covered with lines haftily thrown up, A bend of the Brunx protedted 
their right flank, and by another turning in its courfe enveloped alfo 
the rear of their right wing. Farther ftill, the point of the hill on the 
enemy's right, exceedingly fteep and focky, was covered by a ftrong 
abbatis in front of the entrenc.hment. The left of the enemy was rather 
refufed to the line in which the Britifh troops approached them, fo 
that they could not judge of it with great accuracy ; but it appeared ^ 
to be polled in very broken ground, difficult to be aflfailed, and fur- 
nifhing a fecure retreat. The weakcfl: part was the centre. The 
flope of the hill was very gradual in the direction of the road by 
the Court Houfe. The lines were by no means formidable, not 
being fraized ; and the rockinefs of the foil prevented the ditch from 
being^ made of any troublefome depth. The Britifli had in the field 
thirteen thoufand eflfediye men. The enemy's force was faid to 
exceed twenty thoufand, but was not probably above feventeen or 
eighteen thoufand :. Nor was a great part of this force any other 
than a loofe militia ; nor had the continental regiments yet acquired 
the charadter which they afterwards attained from continued and 
more fuccefsful fervice. Had an aflfault been made on the centre of 
the enemy's works, defeat would have been deftrudlion to the Ame- 
ricans. The whole of their right wing muft have fallen into thcf 
pow^r of the Britifh army ; for the Brunx not being paffable in that 
part, cut off their retreat, and vidlory was to be reafonably expedt- 
ed, not only from the valour of our troops, but from the confufion 
of the enemy; This indeed was obvious beyond example. When 
our army came in fight their tents were Handing. The hurry of 
ftriking them, and of loading the waggons with the baggage, toge- 
ther with the movement of troops^ backward and forward, in evi^ 
dent uncertainty of purpofe, gave an extraordinary pidlure of alarm. 

During 
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During this time the Americans kept up a cannonade on our army, 
who returned it, but the diftance was fo great that there was little 
efFedl on either fide. Part of the Britifh columns formed behind 
fome rifing ground, nearly parallel to the enemy's front ; but the 
right wing of the Britifh did not extend beyond the centre of the 
American army. That part of the enemy^s pofition did not feem to 
be confidered ; all the attention of the Britifh commander being 
fixed on another part of the field. Four thoufand of the enemy 
were pofted on a hill in a line with the right of their camp, but fe- 
parated from it by the Brunx. The reafon of their occupying this 
pofture is inexplicable, unlefs it be that they could not be contained 
within the works of their camp. The pofTeflion of that hill would 
not enable the royalifls to annoy their camp, for it rofe fo gradually 
from the Brunx that its crefl was not within random cannon fhot ; 
as was proved by many of our battalions lying upon it on their 
arms the whole evening after the adiion: Nor had the enemy to 
apprehend that, from that quarter, an attack might be made on their 
rear, fince the Brunx, deep and imprafticable, would have been 
flill between the two armies. It feems to have been a blunder of 
general Wafhington's to have placed fo confiderable a corps entirely 
out of the capability of fupporting the refl of the army ; for two 
battalions and two pieces of cannon could effeftually prevent 
them from croffing either a ford or a bridge near their right 
flank, for the purpofe of annoying our troops, whilfl they affailed 
their camp. PofTibly this error might lead fir William Howe to 
imagine this hill to be of more importance than it immediately ap- 
peared to be from its fituation. However, againfl this hill all the 
efforts of the Britifh army were diredted. A part of our left wing 
pafTed the ford, which was entirely under command of our cannon. 
They then mounted the hill, and very gallantly drove the enemy 
from the flrong heights on which they were pofted. It was an 

attack 
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P- refift an attack, but being informed by a defcrter that the Britifh 
army would march againft them the next morning, they evacuated 
their lines on the morning of the firft of September, and retired 
acrofs the Crotton river to North Caftle, fetting fire, in their retreat, 
to all the houfes on White Plains. Their pofition was now fo ad- 
vantageous, that any attack on them mull have proved unfuccefsful, 
for the river Crotton ftretched along their front, and their rear was 
defended by woods and heights. Convinced that it was part of the 
enemy's fyftem ftudioufly to avoid an adlion, and that their know- 
ledge of the country enabled them to execute this fyftem with ad- 
vantage, general Howe refolved to ceafe an ineffedlual purfuit, and 
employ himfelf in the reduction of King's Bridge and Foit Wafti- 
ington. This laft poft was of the utmoft importance, inafmuch as 
It fecured an immediate intercourfe with the Jerfey fhore, to Fort 
Lee, and effedually obftru£ted the navigation of the North River. 
It was fituated on the weftem fide of New York Ifland, at a fmall 
diftance from King's Bridge, and almoft oppofite to Fort Lee. The 
fortifications were in good order, but its principal ftrcngth confifted 
in its fituation ; for it could not be approached without expofing the 
befiegers to a heavy fire from the garrifon, and the works and lines 
by which it was furrounded. Senfible of the importance of this 
poft, the Americans had garrifoned it with three thoufand 
men, under the comqiand of colonel Magaw, a gentleman pe- 
culiarly fitted for the truft repofed in him. He was brave, ge- 
nerous, and humane ; his manners engaging, and his educa- 
tion liberal. He was a native of Penfylvania ; and the former part 
of his life had been fpent in the profeflion of the law. As foon, 
however, as the difturbances commenced, he offered his fervices to 
congrefs ; whom he ferved with zeal and fidelity, that could refult 
only from a conyidion that the caufe for which he fought was the 
caufe of liberty and independence. On the fifteenth of November^ 

the 
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C HA P.< they penetrated through tlve wood, and fixed thetnfelvca on the 

V Xl« ^^ 

y^ ^^^ ^ top of the afcent. The fecond divifion was equally fuccefsful; Th^ 

I nnd 

light-infantry made good their landing, and forced the enemy from 
their rocks and tree$ up a fteep and rugged mountain. The third di- 
vifion was much galled in crofling the lower part of Haerlem Creek# 
Colonel Sterling, the commander of the foity-fecond, had to 'fen- 
counter a heavy fire before he landed, and he had then to afcend a 
woody promontory, the ground of which was very uneven: Never- 
thelefs he fucceeded in his attempt, and, though the poll was obu 
ftinately defended, he carried it, making two hundred of the enemy 
prifoners. The laft divifion was not lefs fortunate in the advances 
they made through the enemy's lines. Lord Percy, with his ufual 
gallantry and good condudt, having furmounted incredible difficul- 
ties, carried the advanced works of the enemy. The garrifon, 
finding that it was not poflible to defend the fort longei", furrendered 
prifoners of war. The lofe of the royal army, in killed and wound- 
ed, amounted to about eight hundred : That of the garrifon, in.^ 
eluding killed, woUnded, and prifoners, about three thoufand three 
hundred. It was sl great error in colonel Magaw, that he fuf- 
fcred his troops to crowd into the fort, after quitting their lines : For 
had they been pofted on the brow of the hill, facing the north and 
fouth, the contell wotild have been prolonged, and the affailanta 
have fuftdned a heavier lofe : But the grand error was on the part of 
the American general ; who, as if he had entertdned a predilection 
for a poll, no longer ufeful, did not withdraw the garrifon on the 
evening preceding the affault. 

On the morning of the attack, general Wafhington had been at 
the fort, in order to give diredions to colonel Magaw : He had, 
Jiowever, rcpafled over to the Jerfey fhorc long before the heat of 
the adion. On the other fide of North River, oppofite to Fort Wafli- 
ington^ lay Fort Lee, which occupied next the attention of the com- 
mander 
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^ %IL ^ which diftinguifh his ufual conduft, he would have purfued the 
weakened and alarmed enemy to the Delaware, over which, without 
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falling into his hands^ they never could hive paffed. At Brunfwick 
the Biitifh army halted near a. week; the Americans, to the nuni. 
ber of three thoufand, with all their heavy cannon and baggage, at 
Prince Town,feventeen, and at Trenton, on the Delaware, twenty^nine 
miles diftant. On the feventeenth of December, our army marched from 
Brunfwick at four o'clock in the: morning, and about the fame hour 
in the afternoon arrived at Pirince Town. This place general Wafli- 
ington, in perfon, with Stiriing's brigade, left not one hour before 
the Britifh arrived* At Prince Town the Britifh general waited 
ieventeen hours, marched at nine oMopk in the morning of the 
eighth, and arrived at Trentoo. »t four o'dock in the aftemoonj 
juft when the laft boat of general Wafliington's embarkation crofled 
the river, as if he had calculated, it was ob&ryed, witK great accu- 
racy, the exadl time neceflary for his enemy to make his efcape^ 

The winter iww begiumog to fet in^ the army went into winter- 
quarters. The British troopft were placed between the Delaware 
and the Hakenfack, the latter of which runs near New York* 
Trenton, the moft important poft arid the barrier, was bccupied 
by a brigade of Heffians, under the comsKind of colonel Ralle; 
and Bordenton, which foraged the angle n,eaj?efl: the enemy, wa& 
placed under the command of count Donop and four battalions 
of Heflians^ The enemy, in the mean time, wererfuffered ta make 
good their retreat acrofs the Delaware.. 

While lord Comwallis was^ thus fuccefifuT.m the Jerfeys, an ex* 
pedition was undertaken againft Rhode Ifland by gf^xeral Qintoa 
and fir Peter Parker., At their approach, the proVincialia aban- 
doned the ifland, and the Engliflx took peaceable' polTeflion of itt 
An unlucky meafure,, as it had no ufe but. to koep a great bodj 
•f troops unemployed during three years* ' ,f 
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On account of the fuccefs of this expedition, the American 
fquadron, commanded by commodore Hopkins, was under the 
neceflity of retiring up the river Providence, where it remained 
blocked up and inactive. When the expedition was difpatched 
to Rhode Ifland, fir Henry Clinton ftrongly urged that he might 
rather be permitted to condudl it to the Delaware. Poffibly, had 
that counfi?! been adopted, the blow might have been irre- 
coverable to the Americans : But it is faid lord Howe infifted 
on the poflei^oa of Rhode Ifland for the fleet. 
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Travfa£lions in the Jerfies'^-^Afparent Errors of' the Britifb Com^ 
mander — DefpQndence of the Revolt ers — Vigour (f^^^^hgrefs — Ett^ 
cburagcment to enlijl in the American Army- — Congrefs appeal^ Avifh 
Ejfedl to the American People. — 1776. "^ 

CHAP. p^ROM the fuccefs that had attended the Britifti army, very be- 

\_ -,-_! neficial confequences were expefted to refult. And indeed, 

'^' * when we confider the comparative fitiiation and ftrength of both 

armies at this period, fuch expectations will neither appear too fan- 

guine nor unreafonable. 

The American army had been raifed and embodied on the fol- 
lowing principle: — Each man enlifted only for a twelvemonth; after 
which period, he was at liberty to quit the fervice. Congrefs 
began now to be convinced that this principle was erroneous ; 
for the Ihortnefs of the term induced many to inlift at firft, but 
it was now become neceflary to form a fettled and permanent mi- 
litary eftablifhment : Such an eftabliftiment, however, could not at 
prefent be accompliflied. Thofe who had fulfilled the term of their 
engagement retired from the fervice, alleging, as a reafon for their 
conduct, that it was incumbent on their fellow-countrymen to bear 
an equal fliare in the defence of the common caufe. Thus the places 
of thofe who had acquired a degree of military experience, were 
filled by perfons who were totally ignorant of the duties of their new 
fituation, and who were very inadequate to refift the attacks of the 
veterans, of which the Britiih army was compofed. In confequence 

of 
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congrefs but flowly. On the other hand, prodigious numbers re- 

1776. 
tired from the fervice, and the aftual ftrength was reduced from thirty 

thoufand, of which it confifted when general Howe landed on Blundm of 
Staten Ifland, to fcarcely three thoufand. The Britifli army, at this JommaldS. 
period^ amoimted from twenty to thirty thoufand. The men 
were all healthy and in good fpirits ; fuccefs had increafed their mi- 
litary ardour, and they' poflefled every thing that could contribute 
either to their comfort or their convenience. The greateft expefl:- 
ations were accordingly formed, from fo great a degree of health, ani- 
mation, and courage, heightened by fuccefs : Advantages which, if 
rightly improved, would naturally lead the way to ftill farther fuccefs 
and glory. The redudion of Forts Wafhington and Lee opened to 
the Britifh general a free ingrefs into the Jcrfeys. The enemy, pa- 
nic-ftruck, flew before him, and yet he would not fuflfer them to be 
purfued ; ordering lord Comwallis to proceed no further than 
Brunfwick, By this tendernefs of operation, the enemy were 
enabled to make good their retreat, and to crofs the Delaware in 
fafety. He thu& negleded the opportunity of making the remnant 
of the American army prifoners of war : Yet, even fubfequent to 
this period, his conduft was equally inexplicable. The Americans, 
though they had thus crofTed the Delaware, were far from feeling 
themfelves in fecurity ; and had the commander in chief pafTed over 
the river after them (which he might have done a little above Cor- 
rell's Ferry), the confequenccs would have certainly been fatal to the 
American caufe. The panic ftruck by the feveral defeats of the 
Americans at Long Ifland, New York, and the White Plains, with 
the progrefs of the army through New Jerfey, had extended itfelf 
from the military to all the civil departments of the new ftates, and 
particularly in the middle colonies. The governor, council, aflTem- ' 
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bly, and magiftracy of New Jerfey had deferted that province. 
The felf-creatcd ftate in Philadelphia had difperfed, and the congrefs 
itfelf, giving up all as loft, had fled with great precipitation into Ma- 
ryland. Repeated attempts were made to raife the militia of Pen- 
fylvania in vain. Three of the principal citizens of Philadelphia, in 
behalf of the reft, waited on congrefs before their flight, and boldly 
informed themj that they intended to meet fir William Howe, and 
throw themfelves on his protection. The principal city of North Ame- 
rica, and at that time the feat of the new government, only waited 
for the arrival of the Britifh army, to fubmit to the mother-cftuntry. 
Other parts, which had, from the commencement of the difturb^ 
ances, followed the example of Philadelphia, would have purfued 
the fame conduct. In this manner advantages^ which, in all pro < 
bability, would have put a period to the war, were neglefled : 
Nor were thefe the only errors of which the commander in chief 
was guilty. The great and principAl error in fir William Howe's 
conduft at this period, was, his dividing his army into fmall 
detachments i and thofe at fuch a diftance from each other, as, in 
cafe of attack, not to be capable of receiving immediate afliftance 
from the main army : And it was owing to this injudicious ar- 
rangement, that the Britifh army, when in the Jerfeys, were, as we fhall 
fee hereafter, cut up in detail. The manner in which he difpofed the 
army into winter cantonments, was particularly blameable. In the firft 
place, the chain of communication which the Britifh troops occupied 
from the Delaware to theHakenfack was too extenfive, and the canton- 
ments too remote from each other ; for the fpace between the two 
rivers was' not left' than eighty miles. In the next place, foreign 
troops ought not to have been ftationed either at Trenton or Bor- 
dejxton ; for they were the barriers to the Jerfeys, and lay neareft 
to the enemy. The light-infantry fhould have occupied thefe pofts; 

for 
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for the Hefllan troops, underftanding nothing of the language of ^ 'J ^ ^* 
the country, were unable to obtain proper intelligence, and, inftead u -,- .7 
of conciliating the afFeftions, made themfelves particularly difagrcc- 
able to the natives, by pillaging them, and taking from them the 
neceflaries of life, without making them an adequate compen- 
fation. It was farther obferved, that the four frontier cantonments 
at Trenton, Bordenton, White Horfe, and Burlington, were the 
weakeft, in refpedt of number of troops, in the whole line of can- 
tonments. The poft at Trenton, oppofite to which Wafhington 
lay with the main body of his army, and with boats prepared to 
•crofs the Delaware at his pleafure, was defended only by twelve 
hundred^eflians ; and thofe of Bordenton, White Horfe, and Bur- 
lington, by no more than two thoufand. In this weak ftate, the 
frontier pofts, the pofts of moft danger, were left by the commander 
in chief ; while the other pofts were made ftronger and ftronger, in 
proportion to the decreafe of their diftance from the eilemy, and their 
confequent danger; nor were thefe frontier cantonments fecured 
from the attacks of the enemy by any works of art, but left without 
a fmgle redoubt or intrenchment, to which, in cafe of a furprife, the 
troops, until they fhould be relieved from the other pofts, might 
retreat. 

The affairs of congrefs, in the mean time, continued to droop Dcfpondmce 
daily. As foon as the Britifh troops had been difperfed into win- 
ter-quarters, the commander in chief iffued a proclamation in the 
name of his brother and himfelf, in which pardon was offered to all 
perfons,.who, within the fpace of fixty days, fhould take the oath 
of allegiance, and fubihit to the authority of the Britiih government. 
The good effeds of this proclamation were foon apparent. People 
from all quarters crowded to take the benefit of it. Whole diftrifts 
threw down their arms : Nor was this all the diftrefs that con- 

VoL. L G g , grefs 



ci-s. 



-22^ HISTORY OF THE 



CHAP. 

Vill. 

1776. 



grcfs fuffered. In addition to their misfortunes, they incurred the fol- 
lowing unfortunate lofs : — General Lee, to whom, on the departure 
of general Wifliington, the command of the troops at Croton*s 
Ferry had devolved, receiving information of the perilous fitua- 
tion of general Wafhington, and the defencelefs condition of the 
banks of the Delaware on the fide of Philadelphia, refolved, not- 
withftanding the defertion in his army, occafioned by thofe whofe 
terms of fervice were expired, to crofs the North River, and form a 
jundion with him. Accordingly, on the fixth of December, he 
crofled the North River at King's Ferry, with three thoufand men 
and fome pieces of cannon. He continued his route through Morrb 
County, intending to crofs the Delaware to the northward of Trenton* 
Capture of On the thirteenth of December, while his army was encamped in 
Morris County, he quitted the camp, in order to reconnoitre* la 
the courfe of this employment he proceeded to the diftance of three 
miles from his army, where he flopped at a houfc to breakfaft. 

In order to obtain information of the movements of the army under 
general Lee, colonel Harcourt had been difpatched with a detach- 
ment of light-horfe : CoUedling information, as he advanced into 
the country, the colonel was induced to proceed farther. In hi& 
progrefs he intercepted a countryman, charged with a letter from 
general Lee, by which he underftood where he was, and how 
flightly he was guarded. He immediately formed a refolution of 
carrying him off; and for that purpofe made the proper difpofitions 
to prevent his efcape. He then galloped up to the houfe where the 
general was at breakfaft, furprifed the centinels placed to guard it, 
forced open the door, and made him a prifoner, as well as a French 
lieutenant-colonel, who had accompanied him. The general was 
immediately mounted, and, notwithftanding the extent of country 

through 
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C HA P. Notwithftanding the perilous fituation .of their afFairs, congrcfi 

u. "^- J were not dilpirited. They proceeded with tli« utmoft vigour and 
activity to repair their lofles, and to remedy the defe£t in their mW 

Vigour of litary fyftem. They ordered a new army to be raifed, the foldiers 
of which, inftead of ferving one year, fhould be bound for three^. 
or during the continuance of the prefent difturbances. This army 
was to confift of eighty-eight battalions, to be furniftied and main- 
tained by the refpedtive colonies, according to the following propor- 
tion : Virgmia and Maflachufet were to furnilh fifteen battalions 
each :^ Penfylvania, twelve — North Carolina, nine — South Carolina^, 
fix — Connedicut, eight — Maryland, eight — ^Rhode Ifland, two- 
Delaware, one' — New Hampftiire, three — ^and Georgia, one. New 
York and Jerfey being partly in the enemy's pofleflion, were only 
afleflfed at four battalions^ each^ 

Encourage- As an inducement to men to enlift, the following liberal offers 

mcnt to cnlift , 

in the Ame- were made : Each foldier was to have a bounty of twenty dollars*,* 
befides aa allotment of lands at the end of the war ta all who fur- 
'vived, or to the families of thofe who fhould fall in the fervice- 
The allotment of a common foldier wns to be- one hundred acres — 
of an enfign, onfe hundred aad fifty^ — of a lieutenant, two hundred 
— a captain, three hundred^ — a major, four hundred — a lieutenant- 
colonel', four hundred and fifty — and a colonel, five hundred. This 
allotment, however, was not to extent! to thofe who enlifted only 
for three years. In addition to tbefe offers, congrefs forbad any 6ne 
to purchafe the allotment of lands belonging to another, m order that 
by this prohibition each foldier might procure for himfelf a decent 
maintenance when the public fhould no Ibnger want hfs profeffional 
afliftance. In ordtr to provide for the fupport of fuch a large body 
as was propofed to be raifed, congrefs borrowed a loan of five mil^ 
lions of dollars at four per cent.. interefL 

The 
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The Britifli troops at this period were mafters of the Jerfeys, and ^ ^ ^ ^^ 
feparated from Penfylvania, and the capital Philadelphia, only by the u. -^v— ^ 

I TlGm 

Delaware. In this critical fituation, congrefs thought it advifable to Congrcfs ap-^ 
publifh an appeal to the inhabitants of the fevcral colonies, in order cffedTo the 
to* remind them of their aflurances of protedion and fupport. In ^"^^J^can 
this appeal they were entreated not to forget that adlivity and unani- 
mity were abfolutely neceflary to enfure welfare and fuccels to the 
common caufe. They travelled over the fame grounds they had 
formerly done, with refpe^t to a recapitulation of the grievances 
they had fufFered, and the manner in which they had been treated 
by the mother-country. They infifted that nothing fhort of an ab- 
folute fubmiffion would fatisfy the demands of their enemies, and 
they defired an anfwer to this queftion : Which of the two alter- 
natives was preferable — ^refiftance or flavery ? The appeal next ad- 
verted to recent tranfadlions, and contended that the fuccefs of the 
Britifh arms had been greatly exaggerated, and dearly purchafed. 
In concluiion, congrefs aflured them of the afliftance of foreign 
powers, and exhorted them to prepare for a vigorous defence of thofe 
objedts which muft be dear to every man. This appeal produced 
the defired efFe<ft. The people of America determined to contrl-- 
bute every poffible affiftance to the common caufe j and for that pur- 
pofe exerted themfelves with aftonifhing adlivity in procuring re- 
inforcements of men for the army under the command of general 
Wafhington.. 

Winter was now approaching faft. The Delaware was expected 
to be foon frozen, and it was not doubted but that the Britifh troops 
only waited for this event in order to crofs it and attack Philadelphia. 
The friends of congrefs, therefore,with good reafon, began to entertain 
apprehenfions for the fafety of that body, which on this account re- 
tired to Baltimore in Maryland. The city of Philadelphia by their 
departure was thrown into confufion. As long as congrefs refided 

there. 
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^ ?r,i^ ^' there, thofe who^cre attached to Great Britain were under the nc«- 

V 111. 

i. ■*,- -^ ceffity of fubmitting to a power which they could not refift. The 
' ' ' operation of this caufe had no fooner ceafed than they avowed their 
attachment openly, and ufed every endeavour to acquire frefh ad- 
herents to the BritiQi caufe. Their attempts were not unfuccefsfuL 
Many of the inhabitants quitted Philadelphia, and claimed the be- 
nefit of the proclamation recently made by the commiilioners. 
Others, who, though well affeded to Great Britain, did not think 
proper to leave the city, made ufe of every artifice to prevent its 
being put into a proper ftate of defence, according to the diredions 
of congrefs before their departure. Thefe attempts occafioned vio- 
lent animofities and difturbances ; to put an end to which, general 
Wafhington was reduced to the neceffity of difpatching a confider- 
able detachment of the trivial force which now remained under his 
command. 

The fituation of the Americans was now almoft defperate. General 
Wafhington, though reinforced by the jundion of general Lee's 
army, had not five thoufand men under his command ; many of 
whom were raw and inexperienced, and all were difpirited by difap- 
pointment and defeat. An hoftile army, flufhed with conqueft and 
fuccefs, lay on the oppofite fide of the Delaware, within twenty 
miles of him. Winter was approaching faft. The Delaware would 
be frozen ; and the only obftacle that prevented the enemy from at- 
tacking him would then be removed. Thus fituated, he refolved to 
adopt a defperate expedient ; and indeed the neceffity of the cafe 
left him only the alternative of adopting fuch a meafure, or of 
fubmitting to the enemy. He knew the manner in which the 
Britifh army was difpofed ; that it was Rationed in extenfive can- 
tonments; and therefore could not eafily be condenfed, in a fliort 
period, into one body capable of refilling the attack of the men undef 
his command. Befides, he wiihed to obtain for Philadelphia a tern- ^ 

porary 
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porary fecurity, by inducing the enemy to quit the vicinity of the CHAP. 
Delaware. i^ -^v — ^ 

It has been already faid that the barriers at Trenton and Borden- 
ton were defended by Heflian troops under the command of colonel 
Rhalle and count Donop. Thefe ports general Wafliir.gton deter- 
mined to attack. But in order to draw colonel Donop from his General 

-r . Waftiington 

poft at Bordenton, and to prevent him from affording any fupport furprifes the 
to Colonel Rhalle, at the time of the intended affault, he fent a at^Trcntonf' 
corps of four hundred and fifty militia, many of whom were boys 
picked up in Philadelphia, and the countiesofGloucefter and Salem, 
to Mount Holly, with orders not to fight, but to take to flight the 
moment when the effedt of the mancKuvre (hould take place. The plan 
fucceeded. Colonel Donop marched againft this infignificant detachment 
of the American force, with the whole of his party, to the number of 
two thoufand men, with the exception of eighty, left at Borden- 
ton, down to Mount Holly, twelve miles from his own ftation, and 
eighteen from Trenton, the poft he ought to have been hear,for the pur- 
pofe of fupporting it in cafe of danger. The fmall American party, on 
his approach, immediately fled and difperfed ; and yet Donop, in- 
ftead of returning ftraight to fupport colonel Rhalle, loitered two days 
in the neighbourhood of Burlington, without the fmalleft femblance 
of neceflity. Wafhington difcerned the fit moment for enterprife, 
and embraced it. He divided his troops into three parts, which 
were to aflfemble on the banks of the Delaware on the night of the 
twenty-fifth of December. Two of thefe divifions were led by ge- 
nerals Irwing and Cadwallader. The third, which was the principal 
divifion, was commanded by himfelf in perfon. It confifted of two 
thoufand five hundred men, and was furnifhed with a few field- 
pieces. General Wafhington was attended by generals Sullivan and 
Green. The firft divifion was ordered to pafs the river at Trenton 
a Ferry, 



232 HISTORY OF THE 

^ ?.rT^ ^' Ferrv, a mile below the town — the fecond near Bordenton — and the 

\ ^— -^ third at Mackenzie's Ferry, nine miles above Trenton. The Dela- 

' ' ware had already begun to be frozen, and the boats that carried this 

laft divifion found it difficult to make their way through the ice. 
Other inconveniencies which the men encountered after they landed 
delayed their march fo long, that they did not arrive at the deftined 
place before eight o'clock on the morning of the twenty-fixth of 
December. As foon as general Wafhington had landed he divided 
hi3 men into two detachments, which were ordered to proceed to 
Trenton by the two roads that led to it j the upper, or Pennington 
road ; and the lower, or River road. 

The Heffians, fince they had been quartered at Trenton, had given 
way to a laxity of difcipline, and an inattention that proceeded from 
a knowledge of the enervated fituation of the enemy, and of the 
improbability of their adopting any ofFenfive meafures againft tfiem. 
It is not therefore wonderful that they neglected the means of fe* 
curing themfelves from a furprife, nor that the Americans were fuf* 
fered to proceed on their inarch without moleftation. The firft in- 
telligence that the Heffians received of their approach w^as from an 
advanced poft in the upper road, and the out-guards on the lower 
road, both of which were under the neceffity of retreating into the 
town with the utmoft celerity. Rhalle, with all poffible fpeed, en- 
deavoured to colledt his troops during the night ; but many of his 
men were abfent on pillaging parties, and thofe who were on the 
fpot were more bufily employed in fecuring their plunder in wag- 
gons than in putting the town in a proper ftate of defence. The 
enemy took advantage of this confufion, and poffefled them- 
felves of the different' avenues, where they placed their field- 
pieces, and thence began to pour a heavy fire upon the dif- 
mayed and aflonifhed Heffians. By adkivity and diligence Rhalle 

affembled 
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affembled the beft part of his three regiments, vrith which he ^ ^^ ^• 

charged the enemy with great courage, but receiving a mortal v ^^ ■> 

wound in the commencement of the engagement, his troops re- 
fufed to continue it, and endeavoured to retreat to Prince Town. 
Being difappointed, however, in this attempt, they were under the 
neceffity of furrendering prifoners of war. The number of killed 
and wounded 'on both fides was inconfiderable. The number of 
prifoners amounted to near one thoufand. The two other divifions 
of general Waftiington's army were not fo fuccefsfuL The quan- 
tity of ice in the Delaware was fo great, where they attempted to 
crofs it, that they found the tafk impradticable. Had this not been 
the cafe, their fuccefs would have been complete ; for thefe divifions 
would have prevented the chaffeurs and light-horfe from efcaping 
to Bordenton, and alfo have made themfelves mailers of all the 
cantonments on the fide of the river. General Wafhington, in con- 
fequence of this failure in the other divifions, judged it' improper to 
profecute his intentions further. He therefore repafled the Dela- 
ware on the evening of the twenty-fixth, carrying with him his 
prifoners, and all the artillery of which he had made himfelf mailer 
at Trenton. 

The Americans had hitherto beheld the Heflians with fear and 
difmay. They knew that they were veterans, and in the higheft 
flate of difcipline. This vidlor}^, however, gained over thofe ftrangers, 
animated them to a furprifing degree, and revived that fpirit which 
had for fome time been decreafing. The Heflians were difpatched 
to Philadelphia, and carried through the different flreets of that 
city, in order to convince the inhabitants that the fuccefs of the 
American arms was not, as many induftrioufly fuggefted, pre- 
tended or fiditious. The lofs of Trentoli was very generally im- 
puted to the mifcondudl of the commander in chief. It was al- 
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leged that the principal barrier fliould not have been committed to 
the care of foreigners; that it was extremely reprehenfible to 
negledl throwing up fome defenfible works in order to prevent a 
furprife ; and that the extent of the cantonments was fo enlarged, 
as already obferved, as to render every idea of conveying affiftance 
from one cantonment to another totally impra<Sicable. Rhalle, 
though brave, was totally unfit for the ftation he held. He was 
obftinate, paffionate, and inceffantly intoxicated with ftrong 
liquors. The commander in chief affedted to throw the blame of 
the appointment of Rhalle to the command at Trenton on general 
De Heiftcr. 

Sir William Howe has been very feverely cenfured for hav- 
ing given the command of this poft to a foreigner, unacquaint- 
ed with the language, cuftoms, or manners, of the people. He 
was liable to be impofed on by the country people in any in- 
formation he might want ; and little could be expedlcd from colond 
Rhalle in the way of conciliation accompanying that of armed 
force, the only way in which final fuccefs was to be expedled. For 
whoever calls his eye on the map of the vaft continent of America 
muft readily perceive that force of arms alone, unaccompanied 
by conciliatory meafures, muft be wild and chimerical. When 
the enemy had arrived in the town the troops in the Britifh 
fervice were folely occupied in fecuring their plunder in waggons, 
and many of them were actually made prifoners while engaged in 
this fhameful avocation. 

Though the fuccefs of general Wafliington, in his attack on 
Trenton, had furpafled his moft fanguine expediations, he yet dread- 
ed every moment the approach of the troops under general Leflie^ 
from Prince Town, and of colonel Donop from Mount Holly, and 
fled with the utmoft precipitation to his winter-quarters on the weft 
I fide 
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fide of the Delaware. Of taking up quarters in New Jerfey he ^ ^ -^ ^• 
never entertained a thought : Not doubting but . the Britifh com- u, -y^. ^ 
mander, with a force fo greatly fuperior to his own, would re- ^^^ ' 
occupy the important pofts on the Delaware, and fortify them fo 
ftrongly as to put it out of his power to retake them. Nor was 
Wafhington, as yet, fufficiently acquainted with the charadter of 
fir William Howe, to fuppofe it pofliWe that this commander might 
purfue a different line of condud. To recover and fortify his 
chain of pofts on the Delaware was neceifary, in order to keep 
alive the panic already diffufed throughout all the colonies, and fup- 
port the fpirits of the well-affedied to government. It was neceflary 
to the prcfervation of Weft New Jerfey, juft conquered : It was 
neceflary, in order to convince the enemy that the Britifh troops, 
although they might be furprifed, were not to be intimidated or 
difcouraged from adkion : And, finally, it was practicable without 
danger, as thofe troops were, at that crifis, fix times more in num- 
ber, as well as fuperior in point of military difcipline and expe- 
rience, to the feeble force that oppofed them. But inftead of 
an immediate movement of the two neareft corps, to regain what 
had been fo ftrangely loft, colonel Donop abandoned his poft, 
and haftened to join general Leflie at Prince Town. Thefe 
officers, united, were much fuperior in force to general Wafhing- 
ton : Yet, though there was no enemy in New Jerfey to difturb 
them, they were permitted to remain for fome time wholly inadtive. 
The two main barriers of the Britifh power on the Delaware being 
left unguarded and defencelefs, and the condudl of the Britifh com- 
mander betraying manifeft irrefoliition, if not infatuation, general 
Wafhington, after an interval of eight days, was encouraged again to 
crofs the Delaware,- and march to Trenton at the head of four 
thoufand men. 

H h 2 The 
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The Britifh commander in cliief was now ferioufly alarmed. The . 
Britifli and auxiliary troops, with the forces at Brunfwick under general 
Grant, advanced to Prince Town ; and lord CornwalUs, who was 
on the point of failing for England, was immediately ordered to 
leave New York, and take the command of the Jerfey army. As 
foon as his lordfhip joined general Grant, he marched to attack 
the enemy at Trenton. General Wafhington, on his approach, re- 
tired from the town, and crofling a rivulet at the back of it, pofted 
himfelf on fome high grounds, feemingly with a determination of 
defending them. Both armies immediately commenced a fevere 
cannonade, which continued till night. Lord Comwallis determined 
to renew the attack next morning, but general Wafhington fefolved 
January HOt to hazard a battle. About two in the morning of the third of 
'''^* January he retreated with profound filence, leaving his fires burn- 
ing, his pickets advanced, and feveral fmall parties for the purpofe 
of guarding the paflage of the rivulet. Quitting the main rotd, he 
took a large circuit through Allenftown, and proceeded to Prince 
Town, which place he intended to furprife. When lord Cornwallis 
quitted Prince Town, he left lieutenant-colonel Mawhood to defend 
it with the feventeenth, the fortieth, and the fifty-fifth regiments. 
On the third of January however, orders were tranfmitted him to 
march with the feventeenth and fifty-fifth regiments to Maidenhead,, 
^ village midway between Prince Town and Trenton. General 
Wafhington had ufed fuch expedition ^n his march, that at fun-rife 
his van came up with colonel Mawhood*s detachment, which had 
jufl begun its march. The morning was fo foggy, that the ene- 
my were at firft fuppofed to be Heffians : Colonel Mawhood 
foon difcovering that it was part of thle American army, immedi- 
ately conjedurcd that general Wafhington had retreated, from lord 
Cornwallis, and was on his march to Prince Town. A brook fepa- 

rated 
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^ VTH ^' rlcans much inore. Among the killed, on the part of the latter, was 
v.— -V— *— ^ a general Mercer, whofe lofs was extremely lamented. The fortieth 
' ' ' and fifty-fifth regiments heing unable to make good their way to 
Maidenhead, eff'edled a retreat to Brunfwick, with the lofs of near 
one half their number. The Americans at the fame time took pof- 
felTion of Prince Town. As foon as daylight appeared, on the 
third of January, lord Cornwallis difcovered the retreat of the 
American army, and entertauiing apprehenfions for the fafety of 
l>runf\vick, which was in a defencelefs fituation, refolved to march 
inftantly to its relief. On the approach of his lordfhip, general 
Wafhington retreated from Prince Town, and proceeded to Brunf- 
wick. Brigadier Matthews, the commanding officer of the garrifon, 
being informed of his approach, took the precaution to fend away 
the immenfe quantity of (lores that had been placed there for the 
ufe of the army, and with his fmall detachment pofted himfelf on 
fome high grounds commanding the town, intending to check the pro- 
grefs of the enemy, in order to cover the retreat of the ftore-wag- 
gons, which were hurrying along the Rariton to a bridge about two 
miles dillant from the town. The captive general Lee, who was 
confined in Brunfwick, was at the fame time difpatched acrofs the 
Rariton in company with thefe waggons. 

Notwithftanding the expedition that general Wafhington ufed in 

his march to Brunfwick, yet his rear was hard prefled by the van 

of the Englifh army. He therefore refolved to relinquifh his de- 

> figns on Brunfwick, and croiTed the Millftone river, breaking down 

the bridge at King's Town to evade a purfuit. 

The army under lord Cornwallis, harafled and fatigued, declined 
purfuing the enemy, and proceeded to Brunfwick. Whilft Cornwallis, 
for the neceflary refrefhment of his troops, remained in this town* 
general Wafhington over-ran both Eafl and Weft Jerfey, fpreading his 
army. over the Rariton, and penetrating into Effex County, where he 

made 
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made himfelf mafter of the coaft oppofite to Staten Ifland, by feizing C HA P. 
Newark, Elizabeth Town, and Woodbridge. His head-quarters he v.— v — J 
fixed at Morris Town. This place is fituated amongft hills which 
are difficult of accefs. A fine country was in his rear, whence he 
could draw fupplies, and through which he could at any time fee are 
an eafy paflage over the Delaware. 

By fuch judicious movements did general Wafhington not only 
£ave Philadelphia and Penfylvania, but recover the greateft part 
of the Jerfeys, in defiance of an army infinitdy fuperior to his, 
in difcipline, refources, and numbers. Of all their recent extenfive 
pofleffions in'the Jerfeys, the Englifh retained now only the pofts 
of Brunfwick and Amboy ; the firft fituated on the banks of the 
Rariton ; the feoond on a point of land at its mouth. Both places 
have an open communication with New York by fea. 

In all thefe tranfadions there was fomething inexplicable, to inaaivity of 
the rational part of mankind. They could not, by any well-founded 
arguments, defend the manner in which the troops were cantoned. 
They could not account for fo flender an eftablifliment being left on 
the two barriers of Trenton and Bordenton. At the firft place Rhallc 
had only twelve hundred Heffians ; at the fecond, count Donop's force 
exceeded not two thoufand. The neglecting to fortify thefe pofts 
neareft the enemy, and moft in danger, feemed to them unpardonable : 
The placing the Britifh in the greateft numbers fartheft from the 
enemy ; the not retaking the pofts on the banks of the Delaware, 
which pofts covered the whole province of Jerfey : All thefe circum- 
fiances were generally animadverted on with much feverity. Men 
of plain fenfe could not underftand why the commander in chief, 
at the head of thirty thoufand veteran troops, fhould fufFer an undif- 
ciplined army, not amounting to a fixth part of his own numbers, to 
remain in a province fo lately in his firm pofleffion ; and not only to 
remain there, but to compel him to abandon that province. When 

the 
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the adherents of adminiftration refledted on the dreadful confequcnces 
that muft arife from this erroneous condud, they were reduced to a 
fituation of grief and defpain 

General Walhington, with his ufual fagacity, perceived' that, 
during the winter of 1776, his fituation required enterprife. and 
daring expedients*; which, while they harafled the Britifh army, 
would keep his little force in action, and prevent the minds jof his 
men from yielding to the fatal effedls of defpondence. Small as his 
force was, he always pofted himfelf near the Britifh army. He was 
inceffantly infulting, furprifmg, and cutting off their pickets and 
advanced guards ; firm and undaunted amidft want, inclemency of 
weather, and difficulty and danger of every kind. Amboy and 
Brunfwick were in a manner befieged. In this unfavourable and 
indecifive warfare it is fuppofed that more of the Britifh were facri- 
ficed than would have been lofl in ah attack on general Wafhington's 
whole force, which, at this period, was lefs than four thoufand men, 
mofl of them undifciplined and inexperienced, and fuch as might 
have been defeated and difperfed by a fifth part of the Britifh 
army. * 

Sir William Howe fufFered fuch an enemy, fo greatly inferior 
to his own, as then oppofed him, to remain for fix months within 
twenty-five miles of his head-quarters, without moleflation, and 
without taking any means to revenge the infults that were offered 
daily to the army under his command. 

It has been alleged in defence of fir William Howe's inaftivity 
and paffive demeanour, that he had to attack an enemy, pofled in a 
country containing numberlefs inacceffible pofls, and flrong natural 
barriers formed by the various combinations of woods, mountains, 
rivers, lakes, and marfhes ; and that thefe circumflances might be faid 
to fight the battles of the inhabitants of fuch countries in a defenfive 
war. Allowing the validity of this argument, ftill it will neither acquit 

the 
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the commander in chief of the charge of impolicy, in not crofling ^ HA P. 

the Delaware after the capture of Forts Lee and Wafliington, nor in u, ^,^ ,j 

1 776. 
the feveral other inftances already mentioned. 

Thefe fuccefsful operations on the part of the Americans were Well-timed 

immediately followed by a proclamation, in the name of general by^gcnerai^ 

Wafhington, abfolving all thofe who had feeen induced to take the WaHiington. 

oaths of allegiance tendered by the Britifh commiflioners, and pro- 

mifmg them protedion on condition of their fubfcribing to a form of 

oath prefcribed by congrefs. The efFedts of this proclamation were 

almoft inftantaneoust The inhabitants of the Jerfeys, who had 

conceived a violent hatred to the Britifh army, on account 

of their unchecked courfe of plundering, inftantly renounced 

their allegiance to Great Britain, and attached themfelves to 

the caufe of America. Several who were refolved to avenge their 

wrongs, joined the army under general Wafhington, while others 

rendered equal fervice to the fide to which they attached themfelves, 

by fupplying the American army with provifions and fuel, and by 

conveying intelligence of the operations of the Britifh army at Brunl- 

wick and Amboy. 

In confequence of their affiflance, general Wafliington was enabled 
to harafs the Englifh greatly. The excurfions which the garrifon 
of Brunfwick made for forage, were often attended with fatal cou- 
fequences ; and as the American army had extended their line of 
cantonments from Morris Town to Woodbridge, within three 
miles of Amboy, the provifions that were forced to be conveyed by 
land to Brunfwick were often cut off by parties of the enemy, who 
were always on the watch, and to whom intelligence was regularly 
conveyed by thofe perfons who inhabited the fpace of ground be- 
tween Amboy and Brunfwick. General Howe too, as has been Howe's con- 
obferved, had ifTued proclamations, calling upon the inhabitants to cd^w^kh^that 
join him, in fupporting his majefly's government, and promifing ^^ Waflilng- 

Vol. I. - I i them 
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^ vin ^' ^^^^ protedion in both perfon and property. But no fooner had 
u - w ^ ^ the army entered the Jerfeys, than the bufinefs (we fay bufinefs, 
for it was a perfect trade) of plunder began. The friend and the 
foe, from the hand of rapine, fhared alike. The people's property 
was taken, without being paid for, or even a receipt given, which 
would have been evidence that fuch property was taken ; leaving 
the payment or non-payment to be determined by the iffue of the 
war, and the political merit of the parties. The Britifh army fo- 
raged indifcriminately, procuring confiderable fupplies of hay, oats, 
Indian corn, cattle, and horfes ; which were never or but very 
feldom paid for. Nevefthelefs the expences of the extraordinaries 
of the army were rapidly increafing, and ultimately fwelled to a mod 
unparalleled and alarming amount. 

Before the difafter at Trenton, the people of the Jerfeys were 
well afFedted to his majefty's government. Numbers joined the royal 
army ; and two brigades of provincials were raifed for the Britifh 
fervice, who, on .many fubfequent occafions, difcharged their duty 
with all the zeal of good fubjedts, and the bravery of veteran fol- 
diers. But when the people found that the promifed protedlion 
was not afforded them; that their property was feized, and mofl 
wantonly deflroyed ; that, in many inflances, their families were 
infulted, flripped of their beds, with other furniture — nay, even of 
their very wearing apparel ; they then determined to try the other 
fide, trufting that they would at leafl, at one period or other, receive 
compenfation for the fupplies taken from them for the ufe of the 
American army. And it is but juflice to fay that the Americans 
never took any thing from their friends, but in cafes of neceflity ; 
in which cafes they uniformly gave receipts for what they did take, 
always living, as long as they could, upon their enemies ; and ne- 
ver fufFering their troops to plunder their friends with impunity. 
But at the fame time it is to be noticed, that the American troops 
I were 
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were fuffered to plunder the loyalifts, and to exercife with impu- ^ ^ A P. 

V XX l» 

nity every a£t of barbarity on that unfortunate clais of people ; fre- v— "^^ mf 
quently inflicting on them even fcourges and ftripes. '^ 

In this manner ended the campaign of 1 776 ; in the courfe of 
which it has been fuflSciently feen, how advantages were neg- 
leded on the one part, and trivial occurrences rendered highly be- 
neficial on the other; and, what adivity and perfeverance can eflfea, 
even with inferiority of ftrength, when oppofed to negligence and 
inertnefs. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Proceedhigs of Congrefs-^Tbey determine to renounce all Dependen ce 
on Great Britain — Sketch of a new American Government. 

TN the midft of thefe operations in the Jerfeys, congrefs were not 
idle. Though they could not afford at prefent much affiftance to 
general Wafhington, they refolved to ftrengthen the band of union 
between the thirteen colonies, by putting the laft hand to the fa- 
, mous fyftem of confederacy. 
' Hitherto their fyftem of condud: had proceeded upon certain fup- 
pofitions of a reconciliation »with the parent ftate. ^ Thofe fuppo- 
fitions, however, were now fuperfeded by the determination that 
had been made to renounce all dependence upon Great Britain, and 
American to ered: the colonies into fovereign ftates. In confequence of this 
terminetore- determination, a permanent form of government, relinquifhing every 
pendence o^n ^^^^ ^^ ^ fubordinate connedion with the parent ftate, was abfolutely 
^hT^ ^"' neceflary to be fettled. A committee appointed to prepare a new form 
of government, in the outfet of their compofition, made the following 
alteration in the appellation of the colonies : Whereas they had hi- 
therto ftyled themfelves the United Colonies ; they now aflumed the 
name of the United States of America. The conftitution propofed 
by this committee, was in fubftance as follows : 
Sketch of a I- That each colony fhould bind itfelf to aflift the reft, and to re- 
ca^gova^* pel the attacks that might be made upon them on any pretence 
mcnt. whatever. 

2. That 
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2. That each ftate ftiould poffefs the power of regulating its own ^ ^^^ ^'• 
internal government, and of making laws in all cafes ; provided they u.— v— --^ 
did not interfere with the general fafety and welfare of the common 

caufe, 

3. That all negotiations, alliances, and treaties, fhould be fub- 
mitted to the confideration of the United States afTembled in general 
congrefs ; and that no ftate in particular was to infringe the provi- 
fions of this article on any pretence whatever. 

4. That it fhould be criminal in any perfon, poflefling authority 
under the United States, to accept prefents, gratuities, employments, 
or titles, from any foreign power. 

5. That no titles of nobility (hould be conferred by the generaT 
aflembly of the United States, or the aflerably of any particular 
ftates. 

6. That none of the ftates were to form alliances or private treaties 
among themfelves, without the confcnt of the United States. 

7. That no duties or impofts were to be eftabliftied in any ftate, 
which might tend to infringe the provifions of any treaty which 
the general aflembly might think proper to enter into with any fo- 
reign power. 

8. That no particular ftate was to increafe its naval eftabliftiment 
beyond the number prefcribed for each ftate by the general aflembly. 
That the military eftabliftiment fliould be governed by the fame re- 
gulation. That a well-difciplined militia was to be kept up in every 
ftate, adequately armed and equipped; and that the public magazines 
fliould always contain a fufficient number of field-pieces, tents, and 
other neceflary implements of war. 

9. That all officers of the rank of colonel, and under, fhould be 
appointed by the legiflative body of each ftate. 

10. That the expences of war fhould be defrayed out of the 

general treafury of the United States. 

1 1. That 
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C HA P. II. That In order to conftitute a public fund, adequate to any 
u,^,^ ^ particular exigencies, each of the ftates fhould contribute a certain 
fum, in proportion to the number of its inhabitants (Indians ex- 
cepted). That this number might be now precifely determined, it 
was provided that the inhabitants of each ftate fhould be numbered 
every three years. This enumeration was then to be fent to the gene- 
ral aflembly of the United States. 

12. The affeflment determined on by this enumeration was to be 
paid by taxes levied by the authority of the legiflative body of each 
ftate. 

13. When any queftion was fubmitted to the decifion of the 
general aflembly, by any particular ftate, that decifion was to be 
binding. 

14. War was not to be commenced without the confent of the 
general afTembly, except in cafes of invafion, or where it was known 
that an invafion was intended, and the danger was too preffing to 
obtain the confent of the general afTembly. 

15* Commiffions to vefTels or letters of marque and reprifal were 
not to be granted by any particular flate, till after a declaration of 
war by the general affembly. 

16. For the general intereft of the United States, each ftate was 
to nominate a certain number of delegates, who were to meet at 
Philadelphia on the firft Monday in November of each year. 

1 7. To each ftate was to be attached the power of recalling their 
delegates, at any part of the year, and of appointing others in their 
room. The delegates- of each ftate were to be maintained at the 
expencc of that ftate, during the fitting of the general aflembly, and 
alfo as long as they were members of the council of ftate. 

18. Each ftate was to have a vote for the decifion of queftions ift. 
the general affembly. 

• 19. To 
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19. To the general aflembly alone was to belong the right of 
deciding on peace and war; to determine in all cafes of capture, 
whether by fea or land; to conftitute tribunals for the trial of piracies; 
to appoint and receive ambaiTadors ; to negotiate treaties ; to de- 
cide the differences between each ftate ; to coin money ; to re- 
gulate commerce ; to treat in all matters concerning the Indians ; to 
appoint general oflScers of the land and naval forces j and to dire^ 
the operations of both in time of war. 

20. A council of ftate was to be appointed by the general affembly, 
and alfo fuch committees and civil officers as fhould be neceflary to 
difpatch' the public bufinefs during their fitting. The public af- 
fairs were to be under the direction of the council of ftate, after the 
rifmg of the general aflembly. 

21. Theprefident and other officers were to be appointed by the 
general aflembly, to which were to belong the right and poWer of 
fixing the fums neceflfary to be raifed for the public defence, and of 
determining the application of thofe fums; of borrowing money 
and of creating bills ; of building and fitting out fleets ; of deciding 
on the number of troops neceflfary to be raifed ; of calling upon 
each ftate for its proportion of military affiftance, and of requir- 
ing it to arm and equip the forces raifed in obedience to this requi- 
fition, in a proper manner. 

22. The general aflTembly was to be allowed the power of de- 
manding of any particular ftate more than its juft proportion; and 
compliance with this power was not to be refufed, unlefs the legifla- 
live body of the ftate ftiould deem fuch compliance to be injurious 
to its fecurity and fafety. 

23. The general aflembly was not to exercife any of the powers 

contained in the twenty-firft article, unlefs nine of the thirteen ftates 

fliould confent to it. On every point whatever, a decifion fhould be 

made by the majority of the United States* * 

24. No 
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24. No delegate was to be chofen for more than three years out 
of fix. 

'2^. No perfon pofleffed of any employment, or receiving a falary, 
or wages, was eligible to the office of a delegate. 

26. The general aflembly was to publifti, monthly, a journal of 
fheir proceedings, except what might relate to treaties, alliances, or 

.military operations, which it ftiould be deemed neceflary to keep 
fecret. 

27. The council of ftate was to confift of one delegate of each 
ftate, chofen by the other delegates of the faid ftate. 

Article 28 th related to the powers of the council of ftate, which, 
during the . adjournment of the general aflembly, were fimilar to 
tliofe allowed to the general aflembly. 

29. If Canada fhould be willing to accede to the prefent fyftem 
of confederation, it was to be allowed all the benefits of it,^- and to 
be admitted into the union. No other colony, however, was to be 
admitted but by the confent of nine of the United States. 

The foregoing articles were' to be fubmitted to the legiflative bo- 
dies of each ftate. If they approved of them, they were to au-* 
thorife their delegates to ratify them in the general aflembly; Thus 
ratified, the provifions of them were to be implicitly obeyed by all, 
and an eternal union was thus to be eftabliftied. Such were the 
conditions of this celebrated treaty of union. After they had been 
prepared by the committee, they were fubmitted to congrefs, and 
folemnly difcufle4. Having received the approbation of congrefs, 
they were tranfmitted to the diflferent colonies, and then ratified by 
oaobcr- all the delegates, who figned them on the fourth of Odober 1776. 

Such cool, deliberate, and refolute conduift was the more remark- 
able, that congrefs had now to contend with an additional enemy. 
This enemy was the Indians. — It has been fhewn how unfuccefll^ 
ful every attempt had hitherto proved to detach the fouthern cola- 

niea 
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nies from the fupport of the common caufe to their own immediate 
defence, by involving them in civil war through the means of the 
Regulators and Highland emigrants in the Carolinas, or of the ne- 
groes in Virginia. It has alfo been fhewn that the provincials ad- 
duced thcfe attempts as charges againft their feveral governors. Un- 
fuccefsful, however, as thefe endeavours had hitherto been, the con- 
fequences that would refult from fuch a plan of operations were too 
important to be negledled. Britifh agents were again employed in 
engaging the Indians to make a diverfion, and to enter the fouthern 
colonies on their back and defencelefs parts. Accuftomed to their 
difpofitions and habits of mind, the agents found but little difficulty 
in bringing them over to their purpofe by dint of prefents, and hopes 
of fpoil and plunder. The plan of adlion that was to be adopted 
in confequence of this confent, on the part of' the Indians, was as 
follows : A large body of men was to be fent to Weft Florida, in 
order to penetrate through the territories of the Creeks, Cherokees, 
and Checkefaw Indians. The warriors of thefe nations were to 
join the body, and the Carolinas and Virginia were immediately to 
be invaded. At the fame time the attention of the colonifts w^as to 
be diverted by another formidable naval and military force, w^hich 
was to make an impreffion on the fea-coafts. 

But this undertaking was not to depend folely on the Britifli army 
and the Indians. It was intended to engage the afliftance of the 
white inhabitants of the back fettlements, who w^ere knovrn to be 
w^ell affedted to the Britifh caufe. Circular letters were accordingly 
fent to thofe pcrfons by Mr. Stuart, the principal agent for Indian 
affairs, requiring not only the well-affected, but alfo thofe who 
wifhed to preferve their properties from the miferies of civil war, 
to repair to the royal ftandard, as foon as it fhould be erefted in 
the Cherokee country, with all their horfes, cattle, and pro- 
vifions, for which they fhould be liberally paid. They were 

Vol. I. K k likewife 
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P- likewife required, in order to infure their fafety, and to 
diftinguiih them from the king's enemies, to fubfcribe a written de- 
1776. claration of their allegiance. Thefe operations were condudted with 
fuch plaufibility, that confiderable hopes were entertained of their 
fuccefs. Already had a large number of the Indians declared in 
favour ofth€ Englifti; and even the Six Nations, who had fworn to 
the obfervance of a ftridl neutrality, violated their oaths, and com^ 
mitted feveral adls of hoftility. Matters were not yet ripe for ex- 
ecution, when the Creeks, a bloody and cruel race, eager to partake 
of the expeded pltinder, refolved not to await the arrival of the 
Britifli troops, but to commence the infurredion immediately. They 
proceeded in the execution of their intentions with incredible bar- 
barity ; but finding that they were not fupported, and beginning to 
confider that they fliould be overpowered if they aded fingly, they 
paufed in their career, and, in a confultation among the chiefs, it 
was determined to dcfift from hoftilities, and to fue for a peace with 
the colonifls. In the prefent fituatlon of affairs their requeft was 
eafily complied with, and they returned to their native pofleffions. 

The Cherokces, ignorant of the determination of the Creek In*- 
dians, fent them word, as foon as they had completed their prepara- 
tions, that they were going to march againft the enemy, and iuf- 
treated their affiftancc. The Creeks, however, returned for an- 
fwer, " that the Cherokees had plucked the thorn out of their foot, 
" and were welcome to keep it.'' The Cherokees, notwith- 
ftanding this repulfe,. proceeded to invade the back fettlements of 
Virginia and the Carolinas with inconceivable fury and barbarity;, 
but their career was foon checked. The inhabitants of the pro- 
vinces of Carolina and Virginia immediately aflembled a large 
militia, which marched with great expedition to the relief of the 
back fettlers. The Cherokees were foon driven from the places of 
which they had pofleflcd themfelves, and purfued into their owa 

country^ 
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country, where tlielr towns, their habitations, and their fields were CHAP. 

laid wafte, and a prodigious number of their warriors deftroyed, < -^ 

In this dreadful dilemma they were glad to accept of any terms the 
conquerors chofe to impofe on them. The Chcckefaws, w^ho, for- 
tunately for them, had not completed their preparations, as foon as 
they heard of the ill fuccefs that had attended their neighbours, the 
Creeks and the Cherokees, determined to remain quietly within their 
own confines. Thus, for the prefent, ended the defigns of the Englifli 
on the back fettlements of America. The event was peculiarly 
fortunate for congrefs ; for it made them formidable to the Indians, 
and attached feveral of the back fettlers to their caufe, convincing 
them that they had now nothing to hope from a continuance of their 
attachment to the government of Great Britain. 

The congrefs, relieved from any apprehenfions of an invafion 
on their frontier fettlements, and tlie grand fyftem of confede- 
ration being now ratified, were enabled to concentrate their attention 
upon general Wafhington, whofe army they laboured with uncom- 
mon activity and diligence to fupply with the neceflaries it wanted, 
and with new levies of -men, in order that the enfuing campaign 
might be commenced with a proper degree of vigour. 
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CHAP. X. 

Situation of Affairs in Canada — General Carleton fends an Arma- 
ment agairijl Crown Point and Ticonderoga — Force oppofed ta 
this by the Americans. 



^ ^Y^ ^' npHE Americans, though they were under the neceffity of re- 

u. -w- -^ linquifhing their defigns on Canada, ftill poflefled Crown 

Point and Ticonderoga, and were mailers of Lake Champlain* 

To difpoflefs them of thefe pofts was an arduous and a difficult 

talk, inafmuch as the Britifh had not a veflel on Lake Champlain 

General ^^ oppofc the American fleet* Difficuh however as it was, general 

equips an ar- Carletou rcfolvcd to ufe every effort to procure a naval force ade- 

mament ^ /. . . . • rr 

againft quate to the importance of the obje£t in view. Thirty veflels were 

and Ticondc- nccefTary to acquire a fuperiority of force on the Lake. The largefl 
^^^^ were fent from England ; but it was found neceffary to take them to^ 

pieces. It was alfo requifite to tranfport over land, and drag up the 
rapid currents of St. Therefe and St. John's, with thirty long boats,. 
a number of flat boats of great burthen, a gondola, weighing thirty 
tons, and above four hundred batteaux. 

In fpite of the fatigue of the undertaking, and the complexity of 
difficulty that attended it, the tafk was completed in about three 
months. Difpatch indeed was rendered abfolutely neceffary ; for the 
winter feafon was approaching, and it was wifhed that the obje£t 
ihould be attained before the fe verities of the feafon fliould render 
2 any 
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any attempts of the kind impradicable. The difficulty of the ^ HA p. 

fcheme may be conceived from the following relation : The Eng. y v-— ^ 

lifli had to pafs two inland feas, to fubdue an unknown force on ' 

each, and to make themfelves mafters of Crown Point and Ticon- 
deroga* 

In addition to thefe ' impediments, the communication be- 
tween Lakes George and Champlain would not admit the paflage 
of thofe veflels of force, which, after being fuccefsful on one 
lake, might be wanted on the other. Should, however, all thefe 
difficulties be overcome, then the army would ftill have to march 
through intricate forefts, deep morafles, fwamps, and a country ftill 
in a ftate of nature, before they could arrive at Albany, the firft poft 
fouthward. But the magnitude of the objedt rendered all thefe. dif- 
ficulties and dangers light : For general Girleton, in difpoffeffing 
the enemy of Crown Point and Ticonderoga, and in fecuring the 
pofleffion of Lakes George and Champlain, had not only in view 
the clearing the frontiers of Canada, but of opening a communi- 
cation with the northern and middle colonies, which he conceived 
he' could then invade at will. Befides, by pofleffing Hudfon's River, 
he knew that he fhould be able to co-operate with general Howe, 
and to afford him affiftance in cafe of emergency. Added to thefe 
advantages, fhould fuccefs attend the prefent undertaking, the 
fouthern would be feparated from the northern provinces. The 
latter would, of courfe, be under the neccffity of fuftaining the at- 
tacks of two armies, or of yielding to fuch terms as fhould be im- 
pofed upon them, leaving the fouthern colonies to continue the war 
alone. Nor could general Waftiington then hold the pofleffion of 
the Jerfeys, unlefs he chofe to expofe himfelf to the difadvantageous 
predicament of encountering a fiiperior army in front, and the Ca- 
nadian forces in his rear* 

About 
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About the beginning of Odober the Englifti fleet was ready to 
oppofe the enemy on Lake Champlain. It confided of the following 
veflels : The Inflexible, mounting eighteen twelve-pounders ; which.. 
veflTel had been rc-conftrudled at St. John's in twenty-eight days 
after her keel had been laid down ; one fchooner, mounting four- 
teen, and another twelve, fix-pounders ; a flat-bottomed batteau, 
carrying fix twenty-four, and the fame number of twelve-pounders, 
befides howitzers ; and a gondola, with feven nine-pounders. 
Twenty fmaller veflfels, called gun-boats, carried either brafs field- 
pieces, or howitzers. Some long-boats were furnifhed in the 
fame manner. An equal number of large boats ferved as tranf- 
ports for the troops, baggage, warlike (lores, provifions, and all the 
other necefl!aries for the army,- that, under convoy of the fhip- 
ping, was to be conveyed acrofs the lakes. This fleet was com- 
manded by captain Pringle, an adive and brave oflScer, who had 
under his command feven hundred feamen. The army embarked 
in the batteaux, which were ordered to keep in the rear as foon as 
they had entered Lake Champlain, in order that the fleet might re- 
connoitre the fituation of the enemy. 

The force op- The force which the Americans had to oppofe to this armament 
Biitffh^rma. ^^^ ^^ cvcry rcfpcd: unequal to it. Their veflfels were neither fo 
ment by the well conftrudcd nor furnifhed with neceflfaries a» thofe of the 
Englifh ; befides, they were inferior in point of number, the 
fleet amounting only to fifteen veflTels of diflferent kinds, confift:- 
ing of two fchooners, one floop, one cutter, three gallies, and 
eight gondolas. Colonel Arnold, who had acquired fuch fame before 
Quebec, was honoured with the command of it. On the eleventh 
of Odober the Britifh fleet difcovered that of the enemy, very ad- 
vantageoufly ported off" the Ifland Valicour, with an intention of 
defending the paflTage between that ifland and the weftern main. A 

fchooner 
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fchooner and fome gun-boats, being confiderably a-liead of the reft ^ ^^^ ^'• 

of the fleet, began the engagement, which was continued for fome v ,r — f 

hours on both fides with great intrepidity. Unfortunately the In- 
flexible, and the other (hips of force, could not advance near enough 
to take a part in the engagement, on account of the unfavourable- 
nefs of the wind : For this reafon captain Pringle, having con- 
fulted general Carleton, thought it advifable to order thofe that were 
engaged to flieer oflf, and, for the ' prefent, difcontinue the adlion. 
In this attack the largeft of the enemy's fhips was forced a-fhore, defeated. 
and one of their gondolas funk. Night coming on, the enemy re- 
tired into Cumberland Bay, and captain Pringle, in order to prevent 
their retreat, formed the Britifh fleet into a line as near the entrance 
of the bay as pofFible. 

Arnold, who was fully fenfible of the infufiiciency of his ftrength, 
determined to take advantage of the darknefs of the night, and re- 
treat to Crown Point. This determination, notwithftanding the 
proximity of the Britifh fleet, he was enabled to execute in part. 
He retired out of the bay undifcovered, and on the morning of the 
twelfth of October was out of fight. The Britifli fleet immediately 
followed him, and the wind proving favourable on the thirteenth, 
he was overtaken a few leagues from Crown Point. Unable to 
avoid an engagement, Arnold refolved to conduiH: it with his 
wonted intrepidity and refolution. About noon the engagement 
commenced on both fides, and continued with great fury for two 
hours. Several of Arnold's fleet then left him, and retreated 
with great fpeed to Ticonderoga. Arnold, however, refufed to fol- 
low their pufiUanimous example, and, with the remnant of his 
fleet, ftill continued to refift the attack of the Britifh with una- 
bated intrepidity. At length vidlory decided againft him. His 
fecond largefl galley, called the Wafhington, commanded by bri- 
gadier- 
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gadier-general Waterby, after a defperate refiftance, was at length 
forced to ftrike her colours. Finding then, that all his efforts 
would be ineffedual, he refolved to retreat. But even in this 
fituation he difplayed a magnanimity of courage that was afto- 
nifliing. Though reduced to the neceflity of bending under fu- 
perior power, he refolved that neither his men nor his veflcls 
Ihould be taken. The Congrefs galley, which he commanded, and 
five other gondolas, were run a-ground by his orders, and as foon 
as the men were landed, burnt down to the water's edge. He re- 
mained himfelf on board his own fliip till fhe was fet fire to in feveral 
places, in order that his flag might not be ftruck by the Englifh. 

This viftory on the Lakes was obtained without much lofs on 
the fide of the Englifh, two gun-boats only being loft, and not 
more than fifty men killed and wounded. On the fifteenth of 
Odober the Britifh fleet anchored off Crown Point, which the enemy 
immediately evacuated, retiring to their main body at Ticonderoga. 
General Carleton difembarking the army at Crown Point, remain- 
ed there till the third of November. As the winter was advancing 
faft, he did not think it advifable to attempt the reduftion of Ti- 
conderoga. His opinion, however, did not coincide with that of 
other oflScers. Ticonderoga is but fifteen miles from Crown Point. 
It was well known that the fortifications were in no condition to 
withftand an attack ; and indeed, general Gates, convinced of this 
faft, was prepared to evacuate it, as foon as any meafure flbould be 
adopted for the inveftiture of it. With refpedl to the advanced 
ftate of the feafon, they thought that to be not a very ftrong argu- 
ment, becaufe eight days would have been fully fuflScient for the 
attainment of the defired objeft. The redudion of it would cer- 
tainly have forwarded the operations of the enfuing campaign, 
and would have increafcd the number of loyalifts, a body of 

perfons 
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perfons from Albany, well affefted to Great Britain, having 
prepared themfelves to join the commander in chief as foon as 
he fhould arrive at llconderoga. General Carleton remained not 
long at Crown Point, but returned to St. John's, and placed the 
army in winter-quarters, Ifle aux Noix, being the frontier poft, 
and # the cantonments extending through different parts of the 
country. 



Vol. I. L 1 



«58 HISTORY OF THE 



C H A 
XT. 

1776. 



CHAP. XI. 

Inevitable Necejlty of War in the general Opinion of the Britijb 
Nailon — Dfjlrefs of the WeJI Indies — Capture of American Pri'^ 
vateers — Condu^ of France and Spain — Meeting of Parliament— ^ 
Debates in both Houfcs. 

TTTAR, in the opinion of a great majority of the people of 
Great Britain, was now inevitable. There was, indeed, a 
kind of paflion for it that pervaded the whole nation; nor 
ccflityof war. could the dcpredations of the American cruizers, the capture of 
many richly-laden Weft India veflels, and the confequent failure of 
feveral large houfes in the city, retard its operation, or arreft its 
efFed. Such a difpofition could not but be extremely agreeable 
to adminiftration, becaufe it procured them a degree of ftability 
that feemed to defy the attacks of an oppofition ill conneded, and 
proceeding on no regular or given line of conduft. In both houfes 
of parliament the force of government was fully adequate to every 
defire that adminiftration could entertain ; neverthelefs, a few days 
May 14* before the recefs, the upper houfc received an addition of ten new 
peel's. In every preceding debate on the American war, thofe who 
oppofed it had always predicted that it would involve the Britifli 
Weft India iflands in great calamity and diftrefd. Such predidions 
were then treated as chimerical. 
Dillrcfs of In J^ilyj accounts were received of a fcarcity in the iflands of the 

Weft Todia ^eceffaries of life, which, on that account, had, within a ihort period, 
IBarKls. rifen to four times their ufual price. Other wants began to multi- 

ply; but as they did not immediately relate to a fcarcity of neceflary 

fuftenance. 
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fu ft enance, they were felt lefs fenfibly than otherwife they would CHAP, 
have been. In addition to thefe diftrefles, the negroes in Jamaica had v— .y- ^ 
meditated an infurredlion, which, however, was happily crufhed before '^'^ 
it had attained any dangerous height. Our military ftrength in 
Jamaica was but weak, on account of the drafts that had been made 
for the American fervicc. The naval force was on the point of 
being employed in convoying home a large fleet of merchantmen, 
which had completed their homeward-bound inveftments. Their 
departure was to be the period at which the infurredion wa« to 
commence. By fome fortunate event the plan was difcovered. 
The naval force, of courfe, was detained, and the merchantmen re- 
mained a month beyond the time fixed for their departure* After 
the mutinous fpirit of the negroes had been fufficiently quelled, the 
merchantmen were fuffered to depart ; but the delay produced the 
moft ruinous confequences. The Americans thereby gained time to 
equip their privateers, and bad- weather feparating the fleet, many 
of our merchantmen, whofe cargoes were extremely valuable, fell 
into their hands. The Britifh nation, by thefe captures alonej 
during the year 1776, loft property to the amount of above a millioji 
fterling. 

It was about the middle of this year that France and Spain began Condua of 
to manifeft a hoftile difpofition towards Great Britain. Their ports s^^n! 
in Europe were open to the American privateers, and Englifh prizes 
were fold without any attempts to make fuch fales fccret. Govern- 
ment remonftrated againft fuch proceedings; but their remon ft ranees 
were attended but with little effefl: : For though the open difpofal of 
prizes was checked, yet the pradice ftill continued in fccret. In 
the French Weft India iflands, the countenance given to the Ame- 
ricans was much more avowed. French veflels accepted American 
commiflions, and carried on hoftilities againft the commerce of 
Great Britain, even without any American feamen on board. Thefe 

L 1 2 doings 
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C HA P. doings were not unknown to the adminifthation of Great Britain; but 
it was judged neceflary that, for a time, the aflertion of the national 



1776. 



dignity and character fhould be fufpended. 

In confequence of thefe captures by the American cruizers and the 
French veflels with American commiflions, the price of infurance 
was confiderably increafed ; but that upon veflels bound from the 
Weft Indies amounted to the enormous fum of twenty-three pounds 
per cent. 

It was now apparent to all, that Great Britain would not have 
only one enemy to contend wifti. Spain and France were bufily 
employed in making warlike preparations ; the objedt of which, it 
was reafonably fuppofed, was to ca-operate with America. BefideSi,. 
the hoftile difpofition of each of the two powers was fufficiently 
difcernible from their treatment of the ally of Great Britain^ 
Portugal. Thefe circumftances were fufEcient to infufe into the 
mind of adminiftration a confiderable degree of difquiet and alarm : 
Neverthelefs they prepared to meet the impending ftorm with re- 
folution, in which, it has been faid, and generally believed, they were 
encouraged and confirmed from a very high quarter. Nor, indeedi,. 
is there any thing more natural than that the auguft pcrfonage, 
now alluded to, confciousof a juft caule, breathing the courage of his 
royal anceftry, and animated by the general vows of his people, fhould 
be willing to call forth all the refources, in order to maintain the 
glory, with the individuality, of the empire; refources which, in fpite 
of all our enemies, would have ultimately led to fafety and triumph^ 
if they had been as prudently employed as they were liberally 
opened. About the middle of Oftober fixteen additional (hips were 
put into commiflion, and feamen were invited to enter into the 
fervice, by a bounty of five pounds per man. A proclamation was 
iffued, commanding all Britifh feamen, who were employed in any 
foreign fervice, to return to England : A fecond and a third were 

IfTued,, 
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iflued, laying an embargo on the exportation of provifiotis fi-om ^ ^.^ ^* 

Great Britain and Ireland j and the fourth commanded the ob- ^ ^/— — ' 

fervance of a faft. . 

On the thirty-firft cf Odlober 1776, both houfes of parliament Meeting of 

' . . parliament. 

aflembled, and the following is the fubflance of the fpeech de- 
livered to them from the throne : It began by afTuring them, 
that it would have afforded his majefty much fatisfadion to have 
been able to inform them that the difturbances in the revolted 
colonies were at an end, and that the people of America, recover- 
ing from their delufion, had returned to their duty ; but fo muti- 
nous and determined was the fpirit of thofe who led them, that they 
had openly abjured and renounced all connection and communica- 
tion with the mother-country, and had rejefted, with the utmoft con- 
tempt, every concilitory propofition that had been fubmitted to themu 
After alluding to the late declaration of congrefs, in which they 
had ered:ed the colonies into fovereign and independent ftates, it was 
contended that much mifchief would accrue, not only to the com- 
merce of Great Britain, but to the general fyftem of Europe, if this 
rebellion and revolt were fuffered to take root. Neverthelefs it was 
aflerted, that this benefit would refult from the open declaration of 
the rebellious colonies* — that their intentions being now clearly un- 
derftood, would produce unanimity at home, becaufe every one muft 
be convinced of the neceflity of the meafures propofed to be adopted^ 
The fuccefs of the Britifli arms in Canada, and on the fide of New 
York, was adduced as a good reafon for fuppofing that the moft be- 
neficial confequences would arife from it. Another campaign, how- 
ever, muft be prepared for, and the fupplies neceflary for carry- 
ing it on, procured as foon as pojQible* 

The conduct of Spain towards the Britifh ally, Portugal, was next 
adverted to ; and it was ftated that, though a continuance of the ge- 
neral tranquillity in Europe was hoped, yet it was thought moft ad- 

vifable 
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^ ^x'^ ^ vifeable to increafc the dcfenfive refources at home. The difpofition 
^— — ' — — ' of other European powers was declared to be pacific. After ex- 
prefling a convidlion of the chccrfulnefs with which the neccfTary 
fupplies would be granted, the fpeech in conclufion aflured both 
houfes that his majcfty had no other end in view, by his prefent 
fyftcm of conduft, than to reftore the revolted colonies to their former 
fituation of profperity and fecurity under the dominion of Great 
Britain. The addreflcs in anfwer to this fpeech were couched in tlic 
ufual form : Amendments, however, were, propofed in both houfes. 
In the houfe of commons lord John Cavendifli moved an amend- 
ment to the following effcdl : It included an enlarged view of the 
conduct of adminiftration with refpedl to America, and exprefled 
great regret at beholding the hearts of a large, and hitherto loyal, 
portion of his majefty's fubjefts alienated from his government* 
This event, it was contended, could not have been produced with- 
out great mifcondudt on the part of thofc who pofTefled the direc- 
tion of the affairs of government ; the particulars of which mif- 
condudl were ftated, at great length, and with much aniftiation, in 
the houfc of lords. A fimilar amendment, propofed by the 
marquis of Rockingham, was defended by fimilar arguments. 
The minifter however, as ufual, was fupported by a large ma- 
jority. In the houfe of commons the amendment propofed by 
lord John Cavendifti was rejedlcd by two hundred and forty-two, 
and fupported by only eighty-feven. The original addrefs was 
then put and carried. In the upper houfe the friends of the 
minifter were equally numerous. The marquis of Rockingham's 
motion was negatived by ninety-one lords to twenty-fix. The 
propofed amendment, however, was entered in the Journals of the 
houfe, in form of a proteft, and figned by fourteen peers. Yet 
was not the minifter fupported by a large majority in parliament 
only : The obftinate and unvarying oppofition which the Americans 
2 had 
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had (hewn towards the mother-country, and the arguments that ^ HA P. 
had been adduced by the adherents of adminiftration, had, in a u -^,'- ■; 
great manner, eftranged the hearts of the people from their brethren '' 

in the colonies. Perhaps too, from national pride, which it is not 
my intention to condemn, they were induced to fupport the war, 
from a w^ifh that the mother-country might convince the world 
that (he poflefled the means of fubduing all who were hardy enough 
to oppofe hen 
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CHAP. xn. 



Proclamation ijfued by Lord and General Howe— Debates upon tt-^ 
The American Laws propofed to be revifed by Lardy oh n Cavendi/b'-^ 
This Motion reje&ed — The Propriety of a partial Secejjion conjidered 
—Seamen voted — Naval Affairs — Supplies for the Military and 
Naval Service — Recefs of Parliament. — i 776. 



XII. 
1776. 



^YT?^ ^' CCARCELY had the addrefles from both houfes been prefented 
to his majefty, when the proclamation iflued by lord Howe and 
his brother, fubfequently to the capfUre of New York, was publifhed 
in one of the morning papers. This was conceived to be extraordi- 
nary, becaufe, although two gazettes had been publifhed the pre- 
ceding day, no notice had been taken of fuch a proclamation in 
either of them. On the day on which the proclamation ap- 

Nov. 6. peared in the morning paper, lord John Cavendifti fubmitted it 
to the confideration of the houfe of commons, though he af- 
fefted not to confider it in any other light than as a forgery, 
and an impofition on the people, which required exemplary 
punifhment. 

In reply to this fpeech, the minifter acknowledged that fuch a pro- 
clamation had been made, and that the paper now produced con- 
tained an authentic copy of it. Lord John Cavendifti, on receiving 
this information, immediately rofe with great warmth and indig- 
nation. He reprobated the condudt of adminiftration, contending 
that they had grofsly infulted the houfe by withholding fuch an im- 
portant 
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portant piece of intelligence, and by fufFering it to come to the ^ HA P. 
knowledge of the public through the medium of a common paper, v— - y ^ 
But this treatment was not different from that which the minifter 
had thought proper to fhew to parliament from the commencement 
of the American difturbances; a treatment that, whilft the fhadow 
of a conftitution remained, and minifters continued to be refpon- 
fible for their conduct, could not be defended on any grounds or 
by any arguments whatever. Adminiftration, on the other handy 
and their adherents, contended that the promife held out in the 
proclamation by the commiffioners was not novel. It was only 
purfuing that mode of condu£t which had been adopted by parlia- 
ment at the commencement of the difturbances, viz. the reftora* 
tion of peace to America. With regard to the infulting treatment 
with which adminiftration had been charged in not publifliing the 
proclamation in the gazette, it was faid, that it feemed not to be of 
fufficient importance, becaufe it was neither a treaty, nor part of 
one; it only formed a preliminary*, which might eventually lead- to 
one. If, therefore, this preliminary were even important enough 
to be laid before parliament, minifters were juftified in not purfuing 
fuch a meafure by precedent. The negotiation between Mr. Pitt 
and M. De Bufly was not laid before the houfe of commons during 
its pendency. The motion for a committee was oppofed in the 
moft ftrenuous manner. It was contended that it would tend rather 
to impede than accelerate the negotiations of the commiffioners, 
and to infufe into the minds of the Americans improper jealoufies 
and apprehenfions. Befides, it would be impolitic to feem too fond 
of conceding ; for the Americans would then demand more than 
they might originally intend. Another, and moft forcible, ob- 
e£tion to the motion was, that it would be abfurd to confider of 
the revifal* or repeal of laws, the authority of which was denied in 
the moft unqualified manner. America had declared herfelf inde- 
Vol. I. Mm pendent. 
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^ XI i^ ^' P^^^^^^' '^^^^ fi^^ point therefore to be fettled, preliminary to any 
L, ->,- ^ negotiation, was the queftion of independence. As long as fhe 
perfifted in this independence, no treaty could be begun, and all 
conceflions would be difhonourable. If fhe confented to give it up, 
and to acknowledge the authority of the mother-country, then 
would be the proper feafon to revife and repeal obnoxious laws, and 
toeftablifh regulations confonant with the rights ofthofewho wereto 
be bound by them. From the approaching campaign much was to 
be expeifted. The tyranny of the congrefs would operate in favour 
of the Britifh caufe, and the acknowledged fuperiority of the Britifh 
troops, both in number and in difcipline, w^ould produce confequences 
favourable to the mother-country, and likely to put a fpeedy termi- 
nation to the war. After a very long and interefting debate, the 
motion was put, and the houfe divided : Forty-feven fupported the 
motion, and one hundred and nine voted againft it. 

Scccffion of The rejedlion of this motion produced an extraordinary effedl. 

members of 

the houfe of Several members of the minority withdrew themfelves whenever any 
queftions relative to America were difcufled. They did not wholly 
refrain from attending the houfe j but as foon as the private bufmefs 
of the day was difpatched, they made their ufual obeifance to the 
fpeaker, and retired. Thus, for fome time, all debates upon im- 
portant fubjedls were avoided, and vaft fupplies were granted without 
a fmgle obfervation with refpedt to their tendency, or the purpofes 
to which they were to be applied. The members who feceded ad- 
duced the following reafons in juftification of their conduft : As 
affairs were at prefent fituated, all oppofition to the propofitions of 
government, with refpeft to American affairs, was not only fruit- 
lefs, but contemptible, on account of the numbers that fupported 
the minifler on every queflion. They were tired with oppofing 
reafon and argument to fuperior power and numbers. This condudl:, 
however, of th« fcceding members, did not receive the. approbation 

of 
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of the oppofition in general. Several contended that a partial fe- 

ceflion was inconfiftent with the duties attached to the fituation of 

1776 
a member of parliament, A colleflive feceffion had been fandioned 

by a precedent in the reign of the firft Charles^ hut It ought always 

to be general. 

The difunion occafloned by this, difference of opinion, added 

greatly to the ftrength of adminiftration, and contributed not a 

little to increafe the number of thofe who fupported the continuance 

of the ^ar. When the miniften in a committee of fupply, propofed Extraordi- 

j xryjr r nary fupplictt 

that forty- five thoufand feamen fhould be voted for the fervice of 
the enfuing year, Mr. Luttrell, a member in oppofition, feized the 
opportunity of reprobating, in very fevere terms, the condudl of the 
peer who poffeffed the rank of firft lord of the admiralty. He 
charged him with wilfully impofing on the parliament and the nation 
by a fallacious account of the ftate of the navy both with refpe£t to 
the fliips and the feamen. The minifter, in reply to thefe obferv- 
ations, vindicated the condudt of the peer alluded to, and con- 
tended that it was improper to attack a perfon who, from his fta- 
tion, could not defend himfelf in that houfe. He alfo alleged, that 
the introduftion of the accufation, without any previous notice, was 
diforderly, and inconfiftent with the rule of parliament. 

Mr. Luttrell, however, infifted that, as a member of parliament, 
he had a right to make fiich obfervations on the condudl of minifters 
as appeared to him to be well-founded. With refpedl to the want of 
a formal accufation, 'he would remove all objedlions on that head 
wjhien the houfe fliould be refumed. Accordingly he took the 
earlieft opportunity of moving for feveral returns of the navy. 
Thefe, he contended, would eftablifti the charges he had adduced 
againft the noble lord, and convince the houfe what was the real 
ftate of the naval refources of the country. Thefe returns, hpw- 
cver, were refufed by adminiftration, and their refufal was fupported 

M m2 on 
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C HA P. on the following grounds : It was contended that a dif- 

1, ^ clofure of the naval ftrength or weaknefs of the country would be 

'^'^ ' attended with injurious confequences, inafrjiuch as, if Great Britain 
were fuperior to other powers, they would be induced to be more 
circumfpedt in their defigns, and if fhe were weaker than them, they 
would thereby be encouraged to take advantage of our defencclefs 
fituation. 

The fupplies for the navy, granted this year, amounted to three 
millions two htindred and five thoufand five hundred and five 
pounds ; including the ordinary, at four hundred thoufand pounds ; 
and the expences of building and repairing fliips, at four hundred 
and Tixty-two thoufand five hundred pounds. In this account, how- 
ever neither the fum voted to Greenwich hofpital, nor the million 
granted at the clofe of the feffion for the difcharge of the navy debt, 
were included. The fupplies for the military eftablifhment amounted 
to a fum little lefs than the fupplies for the navy — ^the amount was 
three millions. The extraordinaries, however, of the preceding 
year, amounting to one million two hundred thoufand pounds, with 
frefh contradts for German forces, expences of hal£-pay and Chelfea 
Adjourn- hofpital, were not included in the grofs fum. All the neceflary 
Uamcnt ^^' public bufinefs being difpatched on the thirteenth of December, both 
houfes adjourned to the twenty-firft of January* 
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CHAP. XIII. 

Letters of Marque andRcprifal BUI — Bill for fecuring Perfons charged 
with Higb'Treafon — Debates upon tt — Amendment propofed by Mr. 
Dunning — Agreed to — The Bill carried through both Houfes—Ex-- 
traordinary unprovided Expences of the War voted — Motion for 
an Addrefs to the Throne by the Earl of Chatham — RejeSed — 
Prorogation of the Parliament. — 1777. 

A S foon as the parliament met after the recefs, a bill was pafled, C H A p. 

authorifmg any owners or captains of private merchant-fhips \ ^^'-^ 

to make prizes of all veflels belonging to the thirteen American co- Lcttera'^of 

On the fixth of February, the minifter moved in the houfe oi ^^^ 
commons for leave to bring in a bill, to fecure and detain perfons ing perfons 
charged with, or fufpeded of, the crime of high-treafon, committed high-trcafon. 
in America or on the high feas, or the crime of piracy. In fupport 
of his motion he obferved that, during the prefent difhirbances, 
prifoners had been made in the adlual commiffion of the crime of 
high-treafon ; others, fufpeded of the fame crime, could not be fe- 
cured, on account of the want of fufficient evidence. Formerly, in 
cafes of rebellion and revolt, and when an invafion was apprehended^ 
parliament granted this power to the crown ; but in the prefent 
period, as neither rebellion at home, nor invafion from abroad, were 
in danger of being experienced, he fhould not requeft that power 
in its full extent. The law now did not empower government 
oflScially to apprehend the moft fufpe£ted perfon, nor could the crown 
confine rebel prifoners or pirates in any other place than in the com- 
mon 

3 
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^ ^^ ^- mon gaols. To remedy thefe inconveniences, and to empower his 

u ^^— .-^ majefty to confine fuch perfons in the fame manner as other pri- 
1777 

foners of war, until criminal proceedings could be inftituted againft 

them, were the objeds propofed to be attained by the prefent 

bill. Leave was given for the introduflion of the bill : On the 

queftion for the fecond reading of it, it appeared that the enabling 

claufe rendered all perfons taken in the adt of high-treafon, or fuf- 

peftedofit, liable to be committed to prifon without bail or trial, 

during the continuance of the law. When the queftion was put, a 

gentleman of great eminence in his profeffion (Mr. Dunning) 

Debate upon animadverted feverely on the condudt of the minifter, in attempting, 
when the houfe was thinly attended, to introduce and precipitate the 
paflage of a bill, which was to undermine that bulwark of the con- 
ftitution, the Habeas Corpus ad. Time, he contended, ought to 
be given to the nation to confider whether they would furrender the 
foundation and corner-ftone of all the rights which they poflefled. 
For thefe reafpns, and in order to prevent the fecond reading of the 
bill, he moved that it fhould be printed; in which, the minifter was 
under the neceffity of acquiefcing. The introduction of this bill re- 
called feveral of thofe members who had feceded from the houfe. 
In every ftage through which the bill paffedy it was violently op- 
pofed by the minority, who contended that no reafon exifted for in- 
vefting the crown with fo dangerous a power ; that It would, tend 
to widen the breach between the mother-country and the colonies, 
and cut off all hopes of a conciliation of the differences between them> 
Befides, it was contended, that the power might be extended to in- 
nocent perfons, and would thereby become an inftrument of tyranny 
and oppreflion. Several amendments were propofed, all of which were 

Amendment rejefted, except one on the third reading, propofed by Mr. Dun- 

propolea by , • . . 

Mr. Dun- ning. The amendment was contained in the following claufe : 
■*»S» i( Provided alfo, and be it hereby declared, that nothing herein 

** contained 
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" contained is intended, or (hall be conftrued to extend to the cafe ^ HA P. 
" of any other prifoner or prifoners, than fuch as have been in fome ^^ -i^'*- -^ 

1 777» 

" one of the colonics before mentioned, or on the high feas, at the 
** time or times of the offence or offences wherewith lie or they 
** fhall be charged.'* . The amendment, with fome trifling alteration 
was agreed to. The acceptance of this claufe afforded great joy to agreed to. 
the minority, who confidered the bill as diverted thereby of the 
moft dangerous tendency. Neverthelefs they ftill continued to op- 
pofe the principle of the bill with undiminiftied vigour and unwea- 
ried perfeverahce. In this, however, they were unfuccefsful, and 
the bill was pafled without a divifion. 

In the houfe of lords, no oppofition was made to it, all the peers The bin car- 
in the niinority having abfented themfelves, except the earl of bothhoufc^^ 
Abingdon. 

About the latter end of February, the feveral extraordinary un- Extraordjna- 
provided expcnces of the war, to the amount of tw^o millions one expencw of 
hundred and feventy thoufand pounds, were defrayed by the houfe ^^^^™^^°^^^ 
of commons. No debates of any importance relative to the American 
war occurred in either houfe, tiU the end of May. Anaddrefs to 
the throne was then moved in the houfe of peers, by the venerable 
earl of Chatham. At this period his lordfhip laboured under many 
bodily infirmities. Neverthelefs his intelledtual vigour remained un- 
impaired, and, in his zeal to ferve his country, the enfeebled flate 
of his body was forgotten. His lordfhip had in former periods re- 
peatedly endeavoured to reconcile the differences between the co- 
lonies and the mother-country, and though his attempt^ W'cre not at- 
tended with the defired effe£l, yet he refolved to make one effort more. 

The lords being accordingly fummoned on the thirtieth of May,his 
lordfhip moved that an addrefs fhould be prefented to his majefly, Motion foran 
reprefenting that the houfe of lords were fenfible of the niin that throne by the 
threatened the country from a continuation of the unnatural war with ^^^ ^^^' 

the 



272 HISTORY OF THE 

^ xin ^* ^^^ Britifh colonies in America, and advifing that the moft fpccdy and 
K^' ^ ^^ effeftual meafures fhould be taken for putting a period to fuch fatal 

I '7*77 

hoftilities, Upon the only juft and folid foundation, namely, the 
removal of the accumulated grievances ; with an aflurance, that the 
houfe would enter upon that great and neceflary work with cheer- 
fulnefs and difpatch, in order to open to his majefty the only means 
of regaining the affedkions of the Britifh colonies, and of fecuring to 
Great Britain, the commercial advantages of thofe valuable pot- 
feffions; fully perfuaded that to heal and to redrefs would be more 
congenial with the goodnefs and magnanimity of his majefty, and more 
prevalent over the hearts of generous and free-bom fubjeds, than 
the rigours of chaftifement, and the horrors of civil war, which hi- 
therto had ferved only to fharpen refentment and confolidate union, 
and, if continued, muft finally end in diflblving all ties between 
Great Britain and her colonies. 

Such was the purport of the addrefs. In commenting 
on the neceflity of an aflent being given to it, his lord- 
fhip declared, that under the words accumulated grievances^ he 
meant to convey every tranfadion, with refped to America, fincc 
1763, and the redrefs of all their grievances, including more par- 
ticularly the right of difpofing of their own money. This fpirit of 
condud would pave the way for treaty and negotiation ; it would 
teftify the amicable temperament of the parliament; and thus the 
chief obftacle being removed, all other matters would follow as things 
of courfe. The prefling and immediate neceflity of acquiefcing in the 
addrefs he infifted on, from the danger to which Great Britain was 
cxpofed from France. — A few weeks, and the fate of the country, 
as a nation, might be decided by a treaty between the houfe of 
Bourbon and the Americans. His lordfhip proceeded to ftate the 
immenfe advantages that the mother-country would lofe from the 
commerce of the colonies being turned into another channel, and 

fufFcrcd 
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fufFcred to flow into the hands of the natural enemies of Great ^ ^ j^ ^- 

Britain. Trade, he faid, was rapidly declining, inafmuch as it was v— — .y^-> 

1 777 
now carried on in French and other bottoms ; the conqueft of Ame- 
rica was impradicable; and if it were not, it would be attended 
with the moft ruinous confequences. To ufe the words of this 
great man, '* America," he declared, " was contending with Great 
" Britain, under the mafked battery of France, which would open 
" upon this country, as foon as fhe perceived that we were fufficiently 
" weakened for her purpofe, and fhe found herfelf fufficiently 
" prepared for war," 

In reply to his lordfhip's obfervations, and to thofe who fup- 
ported him, adminiflration oppofed the addrefs on the old grounds 
that independence was the primary obje<3: of the Americans, 
that their prefent condudt was but the efFe<3; of the premedi- 
tation of feveral years, and that all conceffions on the part of 
Great Britain would be equally ridiculous and impolitic. The 
danger held out from France was again denied, and it was con- 
tended that the afTiflance afforded the Americans in that quarter, 
originated, not in the government, but in private individuals, and 
in that fpirit of enterprife for which that nation had always been 
remarkable. After an animated debate, the queflion was put, when rejcaed. 
there appeared, on a divifion — ^for the propofed addrefs, twenty-eight 
— -againfl it, ninety-nine. 

Th^e money bills *, a vote of credit, and the other public bufinefs 
being difpatched, his majefly thought proper to prorogue both 
houfes of parliament on the fixth of June. In his fpeech from the 
ihrone, he declared his entire approbation of the meafures that 

' ha4 

♦ The fpeech of the fpcakcr of the houfc of commons, i3r Fletcher Norton, afterwards 
lerd Grantley, to his majtfty, on the feventh of May 1777, in the houfc of peers, on prc- 
fenting a bill for the better fupport of bis majefly's houfeholdi which made a great noife at 

Vol. I. N Q that 
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had been adopted during the continuance of the feffion ; teftified 
his thankfulnefs for the liberality and cheerfulnefs with which the 
extraordinary fupplics for the fervice of the current year had been 

that time, and was a fubjfdl of various rcfle£lion, together with a confequent refolution and 
vote of the houfe of commons, we here lay before our readers, 

Mojl Gracious Sovereign^ 

THE bill, which it is now my duty to prcfent to yourmajeily, is intituled, ** An aft for 
** the better fupport of his mijcfly's houfchold, and of the honour and dignity of the crown 
** of Great Britain :" To which your commons humbly beg your royal aflent. 

By this bill, fir, and the refpedlful circumftances which preceded and accompanied it, 
your commons have given the fuUeft and cleareft proof oi their zeal and affeftion for your 
majcfty. For in a time of pubHc diilrefs, fuU of difficulty and danger, their conftituents 
labouring under burthens almoft too heavy to be borne, your faithful commons poftponed 
all other bufinefs ; and with as much difpatch as the nature of their proceedings would 
admit, have not only granted to your majefty a large prefent fupply, but alfo a very great 
additional revenue ;— great, beyond example ; great, beyond your majedy's higheft expence. 

Butt all this, firj they have done in a well-grounded confidence, that you will apply 
wifely what they have granted liberally ; and feeling, what every good fubjeft muft feel with 
the greateft fatisfaftion, that, under the diredtion of your majefly's wifdom, the affluence and 
grandeur of the fovereign will refleft dignity and honour upon his people, 

[Copied from the Votes of the Houfe of Commons, 7th May 1777.] 

Ordered, Nem. Con. 

That Mt. Speaker be defired to print the fpeech by him made to his majefty in the houfe 
of peers, this day, upon his prefenting to his majefty the bill for the better fupport of his ma- 
jefty's houfchold, and of the honour and dignity of the crown of Great Britain, which then 
received the royal aflent. 

9th May 1777. Some allufions having been made, in the debate on the laft queftion, to 
the fpeech of Mr. Speaker, delivered at the bar of the houfe of peers, on Wednefday laft, Mr. 
Speaker, as foon as the faid queftion was determined, called the attention of the houfe to this 
fubjeft, and defired that a copy of the fpeech then made by him, might be read at the table. 
And the fame being read accordingly, Refolved^ That the fpeaker of this houfe, in his fpeech 
to his majefty at the bar of the houfe of peers on Wednefday laft^ aid which was defired 
nemine contradtcentct by this houfe to be printed, did exprefs, with juft and proper energy, the 
zeal of this houfe, for the fupport of the honour and dignity of the crown, in circumftances 
of great public charge. 
Ordered, 

That the thanks of this houfe be returned to Mr. Speaker, for Im faid fpeech to hi^ 
majefty. 

voted; 
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voted ; and finally exprefled his hope that, by a Well-concerted ^ ^ ^ P- 

and vigorous exertion of the great force entrufted to his hands, w^- v i-^ 

the operations of the prefent campaign would effedually tend to 

the fuppreflion of the rebellion in America, and to the re-eftablifli- 

ment of that conftitutional obedience which all the fubjefts of a 

free ftate owed to the authority of the law. The parliament was P«>ro«tioii 

prorogued to the twenty-firft of July, meat. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

.Opening of the Campaign — Expedition to Peei^s Hill-^^To Danbury 
'^Vejfels Mnd Provijions deftroyed at Saggy Harbour — The Com-' 
mander in Chief takes the Field — Efideavours to bring Wajbing- 
ton to an Adlion — The Britijh Troops relinquijh the Jerfeys-^^ 
General Pre/cot carried off- — Commander in Chief proceeds to 
Chefapeak Bay — Lands at the Head of the Elk — Proclamation 
iffued — General Wajhington moves to the North Side of the Brandy-* 
wine Riverj in order to defend Philadelphia — Adlion at the 
Brandywine — General Wayne defeated — Royal Army pajfls the 
Schuylkill — Lord CornwalHs takes pojfej/ion of Philadelphia. 

• TT has been already fhewn what hardfhips the Britifli army en-- 
dured at Bninfwick and Amboy during the winter, and till the 
commencement of the fpring. The weather was particularly fe-- 
vere; the duty unremitting and hard; the enemy watchful^ and- 
provifions and forage were not obtained without repeated fkirmifhes. ^ 
Neverthelefs the foldiers endured thefe hardfhips with a fortitude and 
a perfeverance that acquired them infinite honour. 

At the opening of the feafon a body of provincial troops, amount- -^ 
ing to feveral thoufand men, was embodied under the diredion of 
the commander in chief. Thefe men were difciplined by thofe who 
had been under the neceffity of relinquifliing their pofleflTons, and^ 
of flying from their habitations, on account of their attachment to 
the Britifh caufe. Thefe troops were allowed the fame pay as the 
regulars, with a further advantage of receiving an allotment of lands 
3 at 
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at the conclufion of the difturbances. Such a large body offtrength CHAP, 
drawn from the heart of the country with which the Britifh were 
waging war, was a moft fortunate circumftance. It decreafed the 
refources of the country, and it enabled the veteran troops to adopt, 
more a^flive operations than they would otherwife have been enabled . 
to undertake. Thefe provincial forces, it is true, were inexperienced, . 
and unacquainted with military difcipline, but they were extremely^ 
well fitted for garrifon fervice, and for the defence of a town. Ac- 
cordingly they were immediately fent to New York, from which the 
regulars were drafted in order to join the grand army. Governor 
Tryon, who had been very adive in raifing and difciplining thefe 
new forces, was raifed to the rank of major-general of the provin- 
cials, by which he was enabled, on any emergeacy, to unite the di- 
vided bodies of thefe troops, and to condenfe them into one body *. , 

The natural ftrcngth of the trad which the Americans poffefled, Openrng of 

-,.p.,*-r ^^^ cam- 

and which has been before defcrihed, and its fertility m relourccs, paign.. 
Had induced them, notwithftanding the fe verities of the winter, to 
employ themfelves in adding as much as poffible to this natural 
ftrength, by ereding forts and building mills and magazines. Of 
this tradt of land, the moft mountainous, and of courfe the moft 
advantageous, was a place which bore. the appellation of the Manor 

• About this time the rcyalifls in the counties of Somerfet and Worcefter, in the province 
of Mar)'land, became fo formidable that an infurrcction was dreaded : And it was feared that 
the infur^cnts would, in fuch a cafe, be joined by a number of difaffe<fled pcrfons in the 
county of SufTcx in the Delaware (late.. Congrefs, to prevent this evil, recommended the 
apprchenfion and removal of all perfons of influence, or of defpcratc charaflers, within the 
counties of Suflcx, Worcester, and Somerfet, who manifcflcd a difaffedlion to the American 
caufe, to fomc remote place within their rcfpcAive dates, there to he fecured* From 
appearances, congrefs had alfo rcafon to believe that the loyalifls in the New England 
governments and New York flate had likewife concerted an infun-edion. Sec Gordon's 
Hlftory of the American Revolution, vol. ii. p. 461, 462. By the fame authority we arc 
informed that general Gates wrote to general Fellows for a ftrong military force, for the pre- 
vention of plots and infurredlion in the provinces of New England and New York.. 

of 
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^ ^Tv ^' ^^ Courland. This was in a manner converted into a citadel, and 
large quantities of provifions, forage, and ftores of every kind, were 
depofited in it. About fifty miles from New York, qp the North 
River, was a place called Peek's Hill, which ferved as a port to 
Courland Manor, and by which ftores and provifions were received 
and conveyed either to the army or to the numerous erections fitu- 
ated in the more interior parts. 

Convinced of the importance of this place, and the dif- 
trefs to which the Americans would be driven if they 
fhould be deprived of it, the commander in chief determined to 
open the campaign by an attack upon it. An attempt upon the 
Manor of Courland was deemed uTiadvifable, on account of its 
^reat natural and acquired ftrength, and the confequent difad- 
vantage of a battle in fuch a place. Befides, even if fuch an at- 
tempt had not been judged improper, it would have been abfolutely 
neceflary, preliminary to it, to have fecured the pofleflion of Peek's 
^^S^^t'*°° Hill. In purfuance of this refolution, a detachment of five hun- 
^jll> dred men, under the command of colonel Bird of the fifteenth re- 

giment, was ordered to proceed from New York about the latter 
end of March, on this fervice. This detachment embarked on board 
two tranfports, which conveyed them to the place of their deftina- 
tion the day after they left New York. On their approach a body 
of between feven and eight hundred men drew up at a diftance, 
under the command of a colonel Macdougal, with a feeming de- 
termination of oppofing the Britifh armament. On the nearer ad- 
vancement, however, of colonel Bird, they thought proper to re- 
tire from Peek's Hill, and being unable to remove the ftores and 
provifions it contained, fet fire to the barracks and ftore-houfes. 
Unable, on this account, to bring off the different articles that were 
<:ontained in the magazine, the Britifli thought proper to complete 
the conflagration ; after which they returned to New York. 

The 
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The confequences that had refulted from the fuccefs of this ex- 
pedition were not fo important as had been expeded. The com- 
mander in chief had received falfe intelligence of the fituation of 
Peek's Hill, which did not contain that quantity of (lores and pro- 
vifians he had been led to expedt, Neverthelefs it was abfolutely 
neceflary that the ftrength of the enemy (hould be impaired and 
weakened as much as poffible, by cutting off their refources, and 
curtailing the means by which they were enabled to convey fup- 
plies to the troops ftationed in different parts of the Manor of 
Courland. 

The commander in chief having received intelligence of a large 
quantity of (lores having been depofited on the borders of Connec- 
ticut, in the town of Danbury, and other parts on the confines of 
Courland Manor, refolved to undertake another expedition againft f"^ ^^ ^^^* 
thofe parts. Two thoufand men, drafted from different regiments, 
were employed in this fervice, which was entruded to the com-i- 
mand of major-general Tryon, who had accepted of the. rank of 
major-general of provincials, and who panted for a military com- 
mand. Sir William Howe very prudently appointed general Agnew, 
and fir William Er(kine, to accompany governor Tryon, in his new 
character of general on this fervice. On the twenty-fifth of April 
this detachment embarked from New York in tranfports, under the 
convoy of two frigates. They proceeded up the Ead River, as far 
as Camp's Point, where they landed.. At ten o'clock at night- they 
began ther^aarch to Danbury, where, about eight o'clock the next 
day, they arrived. The enemy, entertaining no apprehenfion of the 
intentions of the Engli(h, and unprepared to refill them, retired on 
their approach, and fuffercd them to enter the town without oppofition. 
Convinced of the impo(fibility of carrying off the (lores that were con- 
tained in the town, and indeed having brought with them nocarriages 
neceffary for this purpofc, the Engli(h were under the necc(fity of fet- 

ting 
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CHAP, ^ing fire to fhe place *. The conflagration was not completed till 
the next morning. The detachment immediately fet out on their 
return to the tranfports. The enemy, however, during the time 
occupied in the burning of Danbury, had aflembied from all quar- 
ters, and ported themfelves, under the command of general Arnold, 
at a town called Ridgefield, through which it was necefTary for the 
Englifli to pafs. In order to render their fituation hiore fecure, 
Arnold had thrown up intrenchments. 

The Britifli troops did not expert to meet with any refiftance ; 
neverthelefs, on their arrival at Ridgefield, they attacked the Ame- 
rican intrenchments with great fpirit, and carried them in a fhort 
fpace of time. The troops were by this time extremely fatigued 
from want of reft and their late hard fervice. As the day was on 
the wane, they lay on their arms till morning, having firft taken 
the precaution to form themfelves into an oblong fquare. As foon 
as they began their march at day-break, the enemy, who, during 
the night, had received a confiderable increafe of ftrength, alTailed 
them from all quarters ; and from the houfes and ftone walls, with 
which that country abounds, did confiderable execution on the fmp- 
ping as (he Britifh retreated. The route of the Britifh troops lay 
over a bridge, of which the enemy took pofleffion, as well as fome 
ftrong ground that commanded the pafs beyond the bridge. They 
were in pofleffion of fome field-artillery, which had been brought 
by general Woofter, and the front they prefented to the Englifh was 
extremely formidable. Fortunately, however^ the guide whom the 
Englifli had engaged conduced them to a part of the river, three 

• The Britifh deflroyed at Banbury 1 600 barrels of pork and beef, 600 barrels of flouff 
vpwards of 2000 barrels of wheat, rye, and Indian corn, a very confiderable quantity of 
military clothing, and 2ox>o tents ; a lofs which, from their fcarcity, was feverely felt by the 
Americans. The Briti(h, in their return, dcftroycd about 70 barrels of flour, and 11 2 
lipgftieads of mm. 

miles 
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miles above the bridge, which they forded, and which the enemy ^ 
had neglected to fecure, having deemed the paflage of it impradli- 
cable. This manoeuvre fomewhat difconcerted them ; neverthelefs 
they continued their fkirmifhes and attacks on the Britifh troops 
till they had arrived within half a mile of the fhipping. Two dif- 
tind: bodies of the enemy now appeared, making a fhew of attack- 
ing the detachment, which by this time was almoft exhaufted with 
fatigue. The men had had no reft for three days and nights, and 
feveral of them dropped on the road with fatigue. Difpirited how- 
ever and exhaufted as they were, brigadier-general Erfkine put- 
ting himfelf at the head of four hundred of the moft able of the 
detachment, attacked and broke the two columns, and put them to 
flight. So great was the panic among them, occafioned by this 
fpirited attack, that they did not attempt any further annoyance on the 
troops, though they might have done them, confiderable damage on 
account of the numerous rocks that fkirt the fliore. The Englifli, em- 
barking in the tranfports, returned to New York. It maybe reafonably 
doubted, whether the lofs which the Britifti fuftained in this expe- 
dition, did not more than counterbalance the advantage derived 
from the complete attainment of their object. 

In this expedition near two hundred men, including ten officers, 
were killed and wounded on the part of the Britifh. The lofs of 
the Americans was much greater, and general Woofter, with fome 
field-officers, was numbered amongft the flain. 

The enemy feized every opportunity of annoying the Englifh 
by fkirmifhes, and the thirty-third regiment, and a battalion of the 
feventy-firft Highland regiment, who. were pofted at Bonham Town, 
between Amboy and Brunfwick, loft a great many men, the enemy 
conftantly attacking their pickets. s 

On the twelfth of April lord Cornwallis, with a confiderable de- 
tachment, efFe6ted a furprife upon the entemy*s advanced pofts at 

Vol. I. O o Bond wick, 




2t2 HISTORY OF THE 

Bondwick, feven miles from Brunfwick, where the American ge- 
neral Clinton was ftationed with about twelve hundred men. The 

177 7 

furprife would have been more complete had not fomc chafleurs, 
who were in the van, given the alarm too foon, by firing on the 
centincls; neverthelefs the enemy were routed, and retired from the 
town, leaving fome field artillery behind them, and about one hun- 
dred prifoners. On the nineteenth of April, an attempt was made 
by general Vaughan, with the garrifon at Amboy, to cut off the 
enemy's advanced pickets at Woodbridge. His intentions, how- 
ever, were prevented, on account of the Americans having received 
intimation of his defigns. 

On the eighth of May, an attempt was made on the poft of 
PIfcataway, by the American general Stevens, who had two thou- 
fand men under his command. The forty-fecond regiment, which 
was cantoned there, fuftained the attack with great refolution, and 
forced the enemy to retreat, after a furious engageiaent, with con- 
liderable lofs. 
VclWs and About the middle of this month, the Americans having received 

^ro^d "at ^' intelligence that a large quantity of provifions and forage were de- 
^sgy Har- pof^ed in Long Ifland, at a place called Saggy Harbour, refolved to 
attempt the capture of them. In this defign they were encouraged 
by the diftance of the place from New York, and the weaknefs of 
it, being defended only by an armed fchooner of twelve guns. Ne- 
verthelefs fome danger attended the execution of the fcheme, on ac- 
count of the ncceffity of crofling the Sound, which was full of Britifh 
cruizers. This expedition was entrufted to colonel Meigs, an aSlive 
officer, who had been trained under Arnold, and had been taken 
prifoner in the attempt to ftorm the city of Quebec. The colonel, 
with his detachment, traverfed the Sound in whale-boats, landed on 
the nonh branch of the ifland, and after carrying the boats over an 
arm of land, embarked again, and landed on the fouth branch of the 

iiland. 
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ifland, within four miles of Saggy Harbour. At this place they ar- ^ ^J {^ ^' 

XI v. 
rived before break of day, and immediately commenced the attack, u — ~-^ 

The place was vigoroufly defended by the crews of the merchant- 

veflels and the fchooner, which kept up a very heavy fire upon 

them ; neverthelefs they fucceeded in their intentions, having burnt 

a dozen brigs and floops that lay at the wharf, and deftroyed every 

article of provifion and ftores that was depofited on the fliore. In 

this attack ninety of the Englifh were made prifoners, viz. the officer 

who commanded the harbour, and his men; the commiflaries, and 

the crews of the veflels which they had burnt. 

There is a circumftance in this expedition, which, if it be true, 
18 curious. The Americans relate, that colonel Meigs, with his de- 
tachment, returned to Guildford in Connedlicut, within twenty-five 
hours after his departure. In this fpace of time, he had pafled and 
repafled the Sound, and traverfed a fpace not lefs than ninety miles. 

About the latter end of May, congrefs were enabled to fend fup- 
plics of men from the different provinces to general Wafliington, 
w^ho, on receiving this large reinforcement, relinquifhed his en- 
campment at Morris Town, and removed to a ftrong place, called 
Middle Brook. Here it was not thought advifable to attack him, 
for his camp extended along feveral hills, and was ftrongly fortified 
by intrenchments and artillery. In the front the approach was 
difficult, on account of the natural ftrcngth of the ground. Every 
movement of the Britiffi on the Brunfwick hills was eafily difcern- 
ible ; as alfo any operation that might be carried on in the interme- 
diate fpace between Brunfwick and Amboy. In his rear, general 
Wafliington had a plentiful country, from which he drew vaft fup- 
plies ; and he was enabled, if the fituation of affairs fliould render 
fuch a ftep neceffary, to fecurc a fafe retreat over the Hudfon and 
the Delaware rivers. 

O o 2 The 
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CHAP. The tents and other qeceflaries, together with a frefli fupply of 
troops, being at length arrived from England, in the beginning of 
June the commander in chief left New York, and crofled over to 

commander the Jerfevs, with an intention of opening the campaign immediately. 

in chief takes ^, ^..^ ri ir*. . n 

the field. The Britilh troops were, as ulual, greatly lupenor m pomt of num- 
ber to the Americans ; and perhaps it may not here be deemed im- 
proper to ftate the number of the troops on each fide, from the 
beginning of 1776, to the commencement of the campaign in the 
following yean 

British and Rebel Force in 1776. 

Dates. Britifli. Rebel troops. 

Auguft — - 24,000 16,000 

November — — 26,900 4>500 

December 27,700 3j3oo 

In 1777. 

March 27,000 4»5'oo 

June 30,000 8,00a 

Endeavours gjj. William Howe was thoroughly fenfible of the imprafticabi- 

ii^ton to an Hty of making an attack on general Waftiington in his prefent fitu- 
ation. He therefore made ufe of every poflible effort to induce him 
to quit his pofition, and to hazard an engagement. The American 
general, however, eafily penetrated. into the defigns of the comman- 
der in chief, and eluded them by his cool, colledcd, and prudent 
condudt. Finding that all his endeavours hitherto to provoke him 
to battle were unfuccefsful, general Howe refolved to adopt an ex- 
pedient, which in part fucceeded. On the nineteenth of June he 
fuddenly retreated from his fituation in front of the enemy, with 
marks of feeming precipitation. He ordered the whole army to 
relinquifh Brunfwick, and retire to Amboy. This manoeuvre de- 
ceived 
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ceived the Americans, who, in feveral large bodies, under the com- ^ ^^ p. 
mand of generals Maxwell and Conway, and lord Sterling, purfued 
them. The commander in chief fufFered himfelf to be purfued to 
fome diftance. He threw a bridge over the channel that feparatcs 
Staten Ifland from the continent, over which he pafled his heavy 
baggage, and a fmall number of men. General Wafliington, con- 
ceiving this retreat to be real, immediately relinquifhed his encamp- 
ment on the hills, and removed to a place called Quibble Town, in 
order to be able to co-operate with that part of his army wllich had 
been detached in purfuit of the Britifh. As foon as the Britifh 
commander in chief had fucceeded in drawing the American general 
from his faftncfles, he marched the Englifli army back by different 
routes, in order to bring general Wafhington to an engagement, to 
cut off his advanced parties, and, if both thofe fchemes fhould fail, 
to fecure fome pafles in the mountains, which would reduce the 
Americans to the neceflity of relinquifhing their former encamp- 
ment on the hills. For this laft purpofe, lord Cornwallis was de- 
tached with a confiderable body of troops. On the twenty-fixth of 
June, his lordftiip began his march, and about feven o'clock in the 
morning, fell in with an advanced body of the enemy, amounting in 
number to about three thoufand, under the cpmmand of lord Ster- 
ling and general Maxwell ; they were ftrongly fituated and well 
provided with artillery. The ardour, however, of the Britifh troops 
was irrefiftible — after a furious attack, the enemy gave way on all 
fides, and retreated with great precipitation. They were purfued 
as far as Weftfield, when, on account of the intenfe heat of the day, 
and the woods, his lordfliip thought proper to difcontinue it. In 
this action, the Americans loft two hundred men, killed and wound- 
ed, befides three pieces of brafs cannon. Convinced of his error, in 
removing to Quibble Town, general Wafhington immediately re- 
gained 
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^ ^^r,^ ^' eained his flation on the hills, and at the fame time fecured thofe 
XIV. ^ 

y ^—-^ palfes, of which it was in the contemplation of lord Cornwallis to 

' " ' have polfefled himfelf. 
The Brltifh Sir William Howe, beinc; now fenfiblc that every fcheme of 

troops relin- ^ ' 

quiihthe Jcr- bringing the Americans to an engagement would be unattended with 
fuccefs, refolved to retire from the Jerfeys. Accordingly, on the 
twenty-eighth of June, he returned with the army to Amboy, and on 
the fucceeding day crofled over to Staten Ifland. A fhort ceflation 
of courfe occurred on each fide. 
Gcncnd Prcf- During the continuance of this, a fpirited determination w^as made 
off. and executed by an American colonel of the name of Barton ; it was 

to carry off the commander of Rhode Ifland (general Prefcot), and in 
confequence to procure the enlargement of general Lee, by exchanging 
him for general Prefcot. The Britifli general's head- quarters were on 
the weft fide of the ifland, near the Narraganfet Bay, about a quarter 
of a mile from the fhore. He was guarded by only one centinel at a 
time, and his quarters were above a mile fronj any body of troops. — 
No patroles were pofted on the fhore, and the general depended 
folely on a guard-fliip that lay in the bay, oppofite to his quarters. 
Colonel Barton being acquainted with thefe circumftances, fet out 
from Providence, with fome oflScers and foldiers, in two boats, keep- 
ing near the ifland of Providence, till he came to the fouth end, which 
was not more than two miles and a half from the general's quarters. 
Here he remained till dark, when he proceeded acrofs the bay un- 
perceived, and landed about midnight. The centinel was furprifed 
and properly fecured — two other foldiers ran away ; the general was 
taken out of bed, and, without being fufFered even to put on his 
clothes, was hurried on board one of the boats. The boat paflTed 
under the ftern of the Britifli guard-fliip without being perceived, 
and conveyed the general in fafety to Providence. The general was 
2 much 
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much and defervedly blamed for his imprudence, in trufting himfelf ^ H ^ A P. 
fo far from the troops under his command, and for not adopting 
proper means to fecure his fafety. The commander in chief had 
hitherto fteadily refufed to relieve general Lee on any conditions 
whatever ; neverthelefs, the capture of general Prefcot obliged him 
to relinquifh his refolution; and general Lee was, in a fhort period, 
reftored to the American caufe. 

Until the beginning of June, the numbers of general Wafhington's 
army did not exceed eight thoufand men, militia included ; a cir- 
cuniftance which naturally pointed to the expediency of an early 
campaign ; but the Britifh commander conceiving it impoflible to 
make any confiderable movements till the green forage was on the 
ground % did not take the field with the main army till the twelfth 
of June, when he aflembled the troops at BrunfwicL General 
Walhington was encamped oh a hill above Quibble Town, about 
nine miles from that place, on the north fide of the Rariton, with 
a force under fix thoufand, and thefe undifciplined and badly ap- 
pointed ; which, with a corps under general Sullivan of two thou- 
fand men at Prince Town, compofcd his whole force. His camp 
was not inacceflible, either through nature or art ; it was ftrong, 
and capable of defence in front, being guarded by the Rariton; 
and the hill in that quarter was fleep and difficult of accefs ; but in his 
rear towards the mountains, and on his right towards the Delaware, 
it was by no means impradlicable. There were large and good roads 
around it, leading from Brunfwick on either fide of the river. In 
this ftate Wafliington remained, as if he had been perfedly ac- 
quainted with the intended movements of the Britifli army. The 
Britifh commander marched his army in two columns, to Middle 

• Yet the country was full of grain, hay, and dry forage, much to be preferred to green, 
which would rather fcour and weaken his horfes, than add to their ftrength. This kind of 
forage he had, or might have had in his magazines, or might, as in the laft campaign, have 
procured in his march through the country. 

Buih 
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Bufli and Hillfborough, two villages lying in a low level country, 
completely overlooked by the Americans, and on the fouth fide of 
the Rariton, keeping that river, which was not at that time ford- 
able, between his army and the enemy. Provifions for a few days 
only were taken- from Brunfwick ; the pontoons and flat-bottomed 
boats were left at that place, and the fleet lay ready at Staten Ifland 
to receive the army. General Wafhington, probably judging from 
the circumftances that fir William Howe did not mean to crofs the 
Delaware, remained in his camp, contenting himfelf with frequently 
harafling the Britifti by his advanced parties. 

General Sullivan, on the approach of the troops towards Prince 
Town, fled in a panic towards the Delaware. He had begun to 
embark his men, but was fl:opped by an order from general Wafliing- 
ton, and took poft at Flemingtown. In thefe pofitions the two 
armies remained from the fourteenth to the nineteenth of June; 
when the Britifli general returned to Brunfwick, and on the twenty- 
fecond to Amboy. In his march to both thefe places, his army was 
infulted and haraflTed by fmall parties of the rebels. On the thirtieth 
the troops crofled Staten Ifland, in order to embark for the Che- 
fapeak. Thus the Britifli general retreated before an enemy 
greatly inferior in force; and, after obtaining great advantages, altered 
the plan of operation which he himfelf had propofed, and the 
Britifh minifter for war had approved *. Why (it was alked) did 
he make fuch expenfive preparations for croflling the Delaware,with- 
out making ufe of them ? Why did he pafs on the fouth fide of 
the Rariton, and take pofitions in \\rhich he could neither aflfail his 
enemy nor the enemy him, if difpofed to do fo ? Why did he not 
march round either on the north or fouth to the rear of that enemy, 
where he might have been afl!aulted without any other hazard than 

• In a letter to lord George'Germainc, dated the twentieth of January 1 777, he declared his 
intention of penetrating with the main body of the army into Pcnfylvania by the way of Jcrfey. 

fuch 
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fuch as muft, in the common courfe of war, be ttnavoidably in- C ha p. 

.AX V • 

curred ? If the enemy was, in his judgment, fo ftrongly polled as u--v — -^ 
to render an attack on his camp a meafure too bold and defperate, '^^^' 
why did he not intercept his convoys, cut off his fupplies of pro- 
vifions, and reduce him under his power by famine ; or crofs the 
Delaware, ^and deftroy his polls and magazines I It could not be 
fuppofed that general Walhington would fufFer the Britilh army to 
pafs the Delaware, and feize his magazines and other places of 
ftrength, without a llruggle. Had that been attempted, he mull 
have quitted his camp and fought the Britifli army, or have loll his 
magazines, and the capital and moll important city in North Ame- 
rica ; a facrificc which, as was demonftrated by his fubfequent con- 
dudl, he would never make without meafuring arms. 

Notwithllanding thefe and many other confiderations that, in Britifli com- 
the general opinion, fhould have moved our force in another chief ^pf(!^ 
diredion, the Britilh troops, confilling of thirty-fix HelTian and ^^^^f^^^^^j^ 
Britilh battalions, including light-infantry and grenadiers, a corps Bay. 
called the queen's rangers, and a regiment of light horfe, on the 
fifth of July embarked in tranfports, where both foot and cavalry re- 
mained pent up, in the hottell feafon of the year, in the holds of 
the veflels, until the twenty-third, when they failed from Sandy . | , 
Hook ; but meeting with contrary winds, did not arrive at the 
Capes of the Delaw^are till the thirtieth. At N^w York were left 
feventeen battalions, the new provincial corps, and a regiment of 
light-horfe, under the command of general Clinton, and fcveral 
battalions were llationed on Rhode I Hand. There were many who 
blamed the commander in chief, and with apparent reafon, for not 
proceeding up the North River to Albany, in Head of going to Phila- 
delphia, in order to have effeded a junction with general Bur- 
goyne, and it was the general opinion that, had he adopted fuch a 
meafure, he would not only have prevented the fat^l confequences 
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that enfiied, but would have effeftcd the reduftion of America. 
Befides, the delays incident to any expedition to the fouthward at 
a feafon of the year when the foutherly winds ufually blow nineteen 
out of twenty days, might have proved exceedingly injurious to the 
men fo clofely flowed in the tranfports, and could not but be ruinous 
to the horfes. The commander in chief at firft intended to have 
gone up the Delaware, but having received intelligence that the 
enemy had rendered the navigation of that river diflScult, he gave 
up his original intention, and proceeded to Chefapeak ,Bay. The 
winds proved fo contrary, as every one acquainted witH the climate 
had predided, that the fleet did not enter the Chefapeak till the mid- 
Eandi at the <Jle of Auguft. As foon as th?y arrived in the Bay they proceeded 
Elk. up the Elk, the head of which river fir William Howe gained in 

fafety on the twenty-fourth of Auguft, 
Proclamation As foon as the army was landed, the commander in chief pub- 
lifhed a proclamation, in which he offered pardon and protedion to 
all who would furrender themfelves to the Britifh troops *; and at 
the fame time he affured the inhabitants that the ftridteft order and 
difcipline fhould be preferved by the troops in marching through the 
country. On the twenty-eighth of Auguft the army moved forwards 
to a village at the head of the Elk, where the head-quarters were 
fixed. On the third of September a farther progrefs was made by 
a part of the army, which moved forwards about five miles ; 
difperfing the advanced guards of the enemy, and taking 
poft on Iron Hill, a place that commanded a view of the De- 
laware. Generals Grant and Knyphaufen having joined the com- 
mander in chief with the troops under their command on the eightiv 
of September, the whole army moved onwards in tv^o columns on 
the route to Philadelphia. After they had proceeded about thirteen 
miles they halted, on receiving intelligence that the enemy were in; 
motion; 
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On the eleventh of September the Britifh army moved forwards ; ^ 

the enemy, to the number of fourteen thoufand, retirhig before tliem 

to the other fide of the Brandy wine riven Here the Americans halted, Ce 

and pofted themfelves on ibme very flrong ground under cover of ^Vs "o u!c 

w^oods with intervals of open eround between them. Their advanced noith fick cf 

* ° the Brandy- 

corps w^as ftationed at Red Clay Cre;ek. The Brandy wine Creek wine river, in 

runs into the Delaware at Wilmington, and it was indifpcnfably ne- fend Piula- 

ccfiary for the Britifh army to pafs over it in their route to Phila- ^P"^ 

dcl])hia. The enemy therefore fecured, and refolved to defend, the 

principal fording-places. 

At Chad's Ford, the fpot where it was judged moft probable that 
the royal army would m?ike an attempt, batjeries were ereiSed on the 
banks of the rivulet, with intrqnchments that commanded th^^pafs. 

While the enemy were bccUpied at Chad's Ford, lord CornwaUis, 
w^ith one column of the army, confifting of two battalipns of gre- 
nadiers, as many of light infantry, the H^ffian grenadiers, part of 
the feventy-firfl regiment, and two Brififli brigades,. m?ide a cir- 
cuit of fonae miles, and crofled the forks of the Brandywine oa 
the thirteenth of September, with an intention of gaining the ene- 
my's rear. At the fame time general Knyphaufen, with the Ceco;nd 
divifion, confifling of two ^ritifli brigad?^, th? Peffians, and Wemys's 
corps of rangers, marched in a direfl: line to Chad's Ford; and attacked 
a detached body of the enemy that had crofTed the river, and wer^ 
pofled on the fouth fide of it. This body, after fome refiflance, 
yras forced to repafs the Brandywine under cover of their batteries. 

Several pieces of cannon having beeu brought up and placed on 
the mofl commanding eminences, a fharp cannonade enfued, which 
was anfwered by the enemy's batteries pn the other fide of the riven 
The attention of the Americans was thus apaufed, in order that lord 
Cornwallis might make his pafTage good. As fopn as this was known, 
by the firing of cannon in that quarter, and the evident coijfufion of 
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the enemy, general Knyphaufen, with his divifion, began to pafs the 
ford, and with great bravery foon carried the batteries and intrench- 
ments; the enemy reliiiquifhing them, and leaving behind live 
pieces of cannon and an howitzer. Lord Cornwallis, on the other 
hand, as foon as he had eroded the two branches of the river, took 
the road to Del worth, which led him upon the enemy's right. 
-/v<?Vion at the General Wafhington being informed of lord Cornwallis*s move- 

Xknivd y wine. 

ments, detached general Sullivan, with a confiderable force, to 
oppofe him. The general took pofleffion of the heights above 
' Birmingham church, his left reaching towards the Brandywine, his 
artillery judicioufly placed, and his flanks covered by woods. 
About four o'clock in the afternoon lord Cornwallis formed the 
line of battle, and began the attack. The Americans fuftained it 
with confiderable intrepidity, but the impetuofity of the Britifli 
troops was not to be refifted. They ruflied upon the enemy, and, 
in fpite of a very fpirited oppolition, drove them into the woods on 
their rear. Nevcrthelefs the enemy pofted themfelves a fecond 
time in one of the woods, from which they were, after a defperatc 
refiftance, diflodged and forced to retire. A general rout took 
place. A confiderable part of the American army fled with preci- 
pitation, in fmall and confufed parties, by diflferent roads, towards 
Philadelphia, Lancafter, and Reading, while general Wafliington, 
and the corps he was able to keep together, fled with his cannon 
and baggage to Chefter ; where he remained, within eight miles of 
the Britiih army, till next morning, when he marched by Derby to 
Philadelphia. Here he ftaid three days, coUedting as many of his 
troops as he pofllibly could, and recruiting from his magazines the 
(lores he had loft in battle. On the third day after the engage- 
ment he aflfembled Ms troops, and marched up the north fide of the 
Schuylkill, which he croflfed at Sweed's Ford, and paflTed on to the 
road to Lancafter. Meantime the Britifh army under fir William 
I Howe 
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Howe remained on the field of battle. The Americans fufFered con- CHAP. 

XIV. 
fiderably in this adlion. Three hundred were killed, fix hundred 

wounded, and near four hundred taken prifoners ; they alfo loft fe- 

veral pieces of artillery. The lofs on the part of the Britifli was 

by no means in proportion to that of the enemy. Not above one 

hundred were killed, and four hundred wounded. 

It may not be improper to mention here fome circumftanops that 
evince the opinion which feveral European nations entertained of 
the prefent difturbances. In the adlion at Brandy wine the cele- 
brated marquis de la Fayette, at that time a young man of fpirit 
and enterprife, and a warm partifan of the Americans, bore a com- 
mand in the American army. Infpired by enthufiaftic notions of liberty, 
he purchafed and freighted a fhip with military ftores, and proceeding 
in it with feveral of his friends to America, prefented it to congrefs. 
His age was not more than nineteen, and when he departed from 
Paris he informed his wife that he was going to pay a vifit to his 
aunt in Italy. Several other French noblemen were officers in the 
American army, and two Polifh noblemen exhibited in the battle of 
Brandywine, great proofs of bravery and attachment to the caufc 
they had efpoufed. On the evening after the battle, a party of the 
Britifli was fent to Wilmington, who took the governor of the De- 
laware ftate, Mr. Mackenlie, out of his bed^ and feized a flialloop 
lying in the creek, loaded with the rich effedks of fome of the in- 
habitants, together with the public records of the county ; a large 
quantity of public and private money ; all the papers and cer- 
tificates belonging to the loan office and treafury office ; articles 
of plate, &c. 

The vidory does not feem to have been improved in the 
degree which circumftances appeared to have admitted. When 
the left column of the Britifli had turned Wafliington's right 
Sank, his wiiole army was hemmed in: General Knyphaufen 

and. 
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^ ^^ ^* and the Brandywlne in front ; fir WTiIiam Howe and lord Corn-- 

^ ,'^ ^ wallis on his right ; the Delaware in his rear ; and the Chriftiana 

river on his left. He was obliged to retreat, twenty^three miles to 
Philadelphia, when the Britifh lay within eighteen miles of it. Had 
the commander in chief detached general Knyphaufen's column in 
purfuit early next morning, geiieral Wafhington might with eafe 
liave been intercepted, either at the heights of Crum Creek, nine 
miles ; at Derby, fourteen ; or at Philadelphia, eighteen miles, from 
the Britifli camp ; or the Schuylkill might have been pafled at 
Gray's Ferry, only feventy yards over ; and Philadelphia, with 
the American magazines, taken, had not the pontoons been 
improvidently left at New York as ufelefs. Any one of thefe 
movements, it v/as thought, might have been attended with the 
total deftrudion of the American army. For fome reafon how- 
ever, which it is impoffible to divine, the commander in chief em- 
ployed himfelf for feveral days in making flight movements, which 
could not by any poflibility produce any important benefits to the 
Britifli caufe. 

On the twentieth of September inteUigence was received that 
general Wayne had concealed himfelf in the woods on the left wing 
of the army with fifteen hundred men, with an intention of haraflP- 
ing the rear of the Britifli army. Major-general Grey was accord- 
ingly difpatched at night to furprife him. The Britifli general pro- 
ceeded in this expedition with great fecrefy and difpatch, and in 
N^^rder that the furprife might be complete, he gave fl:ri6t orders that 
baj^anets alone fliould te ufed, and that not a gun fliould be fired. 
General This manoeuvre had the defired efFedt. General Wayne's outpofts 

Wajnc de- . . ^ ^ . . 

icatcd. were furprifed about one in the morning, and the Britifli troops 

rufliing immediately on the enemy's encampment, made a dreadful 
flaughter. Three hundred w^ere killed and wounded, and one hun- 
dred taken prifoners. The reft contrived to make good their retreat 

with 



%. 




isu. 



AMERICAN WAR. 295 

with the lofs of all their baggage. On the part of the Britifh the 
lofs was too trifling almoft to be mentioned. One officer was killed, 
and feven privates were killed and wounded. The fkill and energy 
of general Grey were very confpicuous in this enterprife. 

On the .twenty-third of September, fir William Howe having fe- Royal armf 
cured the command of the Schuylkill, crofled it with the whole army, SchuylkilL 
advanced, on the twenty-fixth, to German Town, and on the fucceed- Lord Corn- 
ing day lord Cornwallis, at the head of a flrong detachment,, took ^^^^,^^06 
peaceable pofTeffion of Philadelphia. Philadelph 

German Town confifts in one flreet two miles in length ; and is 
diftant from the capital of Penfylvania about feven miles. The 
Britifh army, in their line of encampment, intcrfcded this village 
near the centre, and almofl at right angles. The Schuylkill covered, 
the left wing ; in the front of which were the German chaffeurs. A 
battalion of light-infantry and the queen's American rangers covered 
the right wing in front ; and at the head of the village, the fortieth 
regiment with another battalion of light-infantry were ftationed*. 
Three regiments detached under colonel Sterling, for the purpofe 
of conveying flores and provifions^ lay at Chefler ; and a con- 
fiderable body of troops, as already mentioned, under lord Corn- 
wallis, at Philadelphia. The poffeffion of this place was a moft 
important acquifition, as it opened a communication between 
the northern and fouthem provinces ; and, ,if the Delaware were 
opened, between the army and the navy. So fenfible were the 
Americans of its importance, that they had formerly refolved^ 
if ever it fhould be in real and imminent danger of falling iolb the 
hands of the Britifh, to commit it to the flames. 

But, although German Town and Philadelphia had been for 
fome time occupied by the Britifh troops, the communication waa^ 
not yet free down the river to the fleet. 
3. 
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CHAP. XV. 

American Batteries and other Means of Defence — Attacked — ASlhn 
at German Town — At Red Bank — Mud IJland and Red Bank 
taken — American Fleet burnt — Removal of the royal Army to 
Wbitemarjh. 

A S the Delaware is navigable to Philadelphia and even beyond it, 
the congrefs, whofe refidence was at that city until it was 
taken by fir William Howe, very early endeavoured to render it in- 
Amcncan acceffible to the Britifli fleet. In devifing contrivances for this pur- 
other means Dofe, Dr. Fraukin is faid, before his departure for France, to have 
c cnce, ^^{^gd^ Three rows of chevaux de frize, compofed of immenfe beams 
of timber bolted and faftened together, and ftuck with iron pikes 
fattened in every direftion, were funk acrofs the channel, a little ' 
below the place where the Schuylkill empties itfelf into the Delaware. 
The lower line of chevaux de frize was commanded by fome works, 
erefted on the Jerfey (hore, at Billing's Port ; and the upper by an 
inclofed fort, mounting heavy cannon, and fituated on a marlhy ifland, 
called Mud Ifland, being formed by an accumulation of fand and 
vegetable mould, near the Penfylvania fliore ; and on the oppofite 
fhore, by a redoubt and intrenchment, at a place called Red Bank; 
the redoubt being conftruded on high and commanding ground, 
ferved alfo as a protedlon for the provincial water force, which might 
occafionally retire under the guns of that work for fafety. This 
water force, which was ftationed between the two forts, confifted of 
fourteen row-gallies, carrying each one piece of heavy ordnance — 
two floating batteries, carrying nine guns each — and a number of 
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fire-fhips and rafts. Towards the end of September, a detachment ^ ^ A P. 

from the Britifti army, confifting of three regiments under colonel u ^,^ -^ 

"1 777 
Sterling, had been pafled over from Chefter to the Jerfey fhore, September, . 

for the purpofe of reducing the provincial works of Billing's Port, 
which, on the approach of that detachment, were abandoned by the 
garrifon, and immediately difmantled. The lower line of chevau« 
de frize being thus left without defence from the (hore, an attempt 
was made to remove it by captain Hammond of the Roebuck, who 
commanded the Britifh naval force in the Delaware; in which he fo 
far fucceeded, notwithftanding the oppofition made by the enemy's 
row-gallies and floating batteries, as to make an opening fufficient 
to admit the largeft fhips of the fleet ; but flill the two other rows 
of chcvaux de frize remained; and the forts which defended thcT. 
were yet in the poflTeflion of the Americans. Things were in this 
fituatioh, when lord Howe arrived with the fleet from the Chefapeak. 
Lord Howe, as foon as he received intdligence of the fuccefs of the 
army at Brandywine, left the Elk river, and quitting the Capes of 
Virginia on the twenty-third of September, fteered his courfe to- 
wards the Delaware, where he arrived on the eighth of Odlober. 
As the paflage to Philadelphia was yet impracticable, the fleet was 
brought to anchor, on the weft (hore, from the town of Newcaftlq 
down to Reedy Ifland. 

The voyage from the Capes to the Delaware was boifteroHs; 
and the attempt to get up that river required great abilities, 
caution, and prudence; for the obftrudlions that had de- 
terred the fleet from entering the Delaware before, had been 
confiderably increafed. The Americans had almoft completed an 
extenfive work — ^wooden piers for defending the approaches to the 
line of funken frames that croflTed the channel of the river. To re- 
move thefe obftrudions, fo as to open a communiciaition between 
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the fleet and the army, was an objed of the utmoft importance, but 
which could not . be accomplifhed without previoufly reducing the 
forts, by which they were defended. Preparations for this purpofe 
were accordingly made immediately after the arrival of .the fleet. 
Some heavy cannon were landed from the (hips, and batteries were 
begun on Province Ifland, which was formed by the conflux of 
the rivers Schuylkill and Delaware, and was oppofite to the fort 
on Mud Ifland ; but, owing to the fwampinefs of the ground, 
the works advanced flowly, and the approaches were made with 
difiiculty. Major Vatap, of the tenth regiment, who commanded 
a detachment of the Britifli on Province Ifland, to cover the 
working parties, abandoned mofl: fhamefully his artillery, upon 
the Americans having landed a fmall body of men on the ifland. 
From the gallantry, however, of a fubaltern oflScer, the artillery 
was retaken, and the enemy compelled to retire. Major Vatap 
was obliged to quit the fervice, and fell out below the regulated 
price. 

As foon as the enemy perceived the defigns of the Englifli, they 
difpatched two frigates and a fchooner, with fome row-gallies, to de- 
molifti the batteries and cannonade the town. For fome time the veflfels 
kept up a heavy fire upon the town, but, on the falling of the tide in 
the Delaware, one of the frigates ran a-ground, and was taken j the 
refl: of the fleet were under the neceflTity of retreating as faft as 
poflfible. 

General Waftiington, who was at this time encamped at Skippack 
Creek, on the eafl:ern fide of the Schuylkill, about feventeen miles 
Gctmzn^ from German Town, being reinforced by fifteen hundred troops 
Town; from Peek's Kill, and one thoufand Virginians, on receiving intel- 

ligence of the large detachments that were fent to take poflTeflSon of 
Philadelphia, to cover the convoys and deftroy the works on the 

Delaware, 
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Delaware, formed the defigii of furjirifing the camp at German CHAP. 
Town. At fix in the evening of the third of Oftober, the enemy- 
quitted their encampment at Skippack Creek, and under cover of a 
thick fog, made an attack on the troops pofted at the head of the 
village, at dawn of day, on the fourth. There, after a vigorous re- 
fiftance, they were driven into the village, and general Wafhington 
advancing with his army, divided into five columns, endeavoured 
to enter the north end of the village, in order to feparate the Britifh 
force, and thereby to enfure fuccefs to the different attacks on the 
Britifh flanks. The fortieth regiment, which lay at the head of the 
village, had been under the neceffity of retreating before the enemy ; 
neverthelefs lieutenant-colonel Mufgrave, w^ho commanded this 
regiment, by his addrefs and adlivity had contrived to keep five 
companies of the regiment together. In order to impede the pro- 
grefs of the enemy he threw them into a lai-ge ftone houfe in the 
village, that lay in the front of the enemy. This gallant condudt 
arretted the Americans in their career, and in the event prevented 
the feparation of the right and left wings of the Britifh troops ; by 
which means time was afforded to the refl of the Britifh line to get 
under arms. General Wafhington immediately ordered a brigade 
to furround the houfe. Colonel Mufgrave, however, and his brave 
men^ refufed to furrender, and from the windows pouring a heavy 
fire upon the enemy, did confiderable execution. Four pieces of 
cannon were then brought againfl him, the fire of which he conti- 
nued to brave till he received affiflance from major-general Grey, 
who, with the third brigade, and brigadier-general Agnew with the 
fourth brigade, attacked the enemy with great fpirit. The engage- 
ment for fome time was very warm. At length, part of the right 
wing attacking the enemy on the pppofite fide of the village, they 
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CHAP, gave ground, and retired with ^rcat precipitation. They attempted 
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to rally upon fome rifing grounds, and made a (hew of renewing 
the adlion ; but it was only a feint to fecure a retreat. This they 
effedted, with all their artillery, under cover of the fog, which ren- 
dered it difficult for the Britifh troops to difcover their movements. 
This fog, which had at firft been fo advantageous to the Americans, 
was alleged to have greatly contributed to the difappoint-y 
ment of the fcheme, inafmueh as it prevented the different 
bodies of the American army from difcovering each other's 
operations. 

On the part of the Englifti fix hundred were killed and wounded; 
Among the former were brigadier-general Agnew, and colonel Bird, 
officers of diftinguifhed reputation. The lofs on the fide of the 
Americans was fuppofed to amount to between two and three hun- 
dred killed, fix hundred wounded, and above four hundred made 
prifoners. General Nafh and a great number of officers were among 
the flain. The negledt of the commander in chief in the adlion at 
German Town was extreme. He was acquainted with the inten- 
tions of general Wafhington on the evening before the attack, and 
therefore could have provided againft it. Had he adopted fuch a 
mode of condudb, the American army would certainly have been 
deftroyed. It was the general opinion of the officers of both 
armies, that, had the Americans advanced immediately, inftead 
of attaching the fortieth regiment, the total defeat of the Britiik 
muft have enfued. But the delay occafioned by the feveral at- 
tempts to reduce Chew's Houfe afforded time for the Britifh line 
to get under arms ; and that circumftance was juftly confidered 
as the falvation of the royal army. Notwithftanding the import- 
ance of the capture of Philadelphia, it was feen that the arm7 
I could 
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could not maintain itfelf during the winter, unlefs Mud Ifland 
fhould be reduced. In order to efFedl the ^redudlion of this, the 
royal army removed from German Town to Philadelphia. The 
enemy after the adlion at German Town had returned to their old 
camp at Skippack Creek. 

In confequence of meafures concerted between the commander 
in chief and lord Howe, a joint attack was refolved to be made on 
Mud Ifland and Red Bank. 

Colonel Stirling, after deftroying the American works at Billing's 
Port, faw the neceffity of forming a poft at Red Bank, not yet oc- 
cupied by the enemy, itJ>eing of no great confequence while they 
retained poflTeflion of the other poft juft mentioned. But when they 
had loft that ftation, it became of theutmoft importance, being the only 
key to the fort on Mud Ifl jnd ; the only fpot from which it could 
be relieved or fupplied. And, had this poft been taken and occupied 
by Britifh troops, the fort and water-guard would have been placed 
in the midft of a triangle, and conftantly expofed to the cannon 
from pofts on each of its fides ; from Red Bank on the eaft, the 
Province Ifland on the weft fide of the Delaware, and from the 
men of war on the fouth in the river below. Pofl^^flTed of thefe, 
colonel Stirling defired permiffion to take pofle/fion of Red Bank, 
but it was not granted him. The rebels, taking advantage of this 
blunder, immediately fortified it: And, under its cannon, they 
conftantly covered their water-guard, which fallied out from this 
advantageous poft when they wiflied, either to fupply or relieve the 
fort, or to annoy the fhips of war. The fubfiftence of the Britifli 
troops in Philadelphia depended fo much on the furrender of this 
fort, that Wafliington exerted every nerve to preferve it. He 
offered one hundred pounds extraordinary bounty to every foldier 
who fhould ferve in defending it during the fiege. Thefe men were 
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relieved every fix hours from Red Bank, and therefore the defence 
v:2is extremely obftinate. 

On the nineteenth of October the Britifh army was withdrawn 
from German Town, and encamped in the immediate vicinity of 
Philadelphia, as a more convenient fituation, from which detach- 
ments might be made, and occafional reinforcements fent to reduce 
* the forts upon the river : And foon after this movement an attempt 
was made to carry the redoubt and intrenchment at Red Bank by 
at Red Bank, aflault. The execution of this enterprife was intrufted to colonel 
Donop, a brave and high-fpirited German officer, who, with three 
battalions of Heffian grenadiers, the regiment of Mirbach, and the 
infantry chafleurs, pafled the Delaware, from Philadelphia, on the 
twenty-firft of Odober, and, on the following day in the afternoon, 
reached the place of his deftination. A difpofition for the attack 
was inftantly made, and the brave Donop, with undaunted firmnefs, 
led on his troops to the aflault, through a tremendous fire, not 
only from the works at Red Bank, but from the provincial gallies 
and floating batteries upon the river; and whilft deftruftion every 
inftant thinned their ranks, the German battalions advanced, un- 
moved, to the charg.e, and forced an extenfive outwork, from which 
the enemy were driven, and obliged to flee for flicker within the re- 
doubt. By this time the intrepid Donop had fallen, his thigh hav- 
ing been fra£tured by a mufltet fliot, and the fecond in command 
was alfo wounded. The redoubt was found to be more than eight 
feet high, with a parapet boarded and frized, and could not be 
forced without fcaling-ladders. Why the aflailants were not fur- 
niftied with this neceflTary implement has not been^ explained ; but 
for want of it, in the moment of vidlor)^ and with the objed of 
the enterprife within their grafp, they were obliged precipitately to 
retire through fuch a fire as that under which they had advanced, 

leaving 
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leaving their brave commander behind them, who died of his wound CHAP, 
feme few days after, whilft a prifoner in the hands of the Ame- 
ricans. 

But this was not the only misfortune that happened at this time. 
It was intended that a part of the fleet, by moving up the river as 
far as it could go, fhould make a diverfion in favour of the attack 
by land. For this purpofe the Augufta, Roebuck, Liverpool, Pearl, 
and Merlin floop, were ordered to pafs through the opening in the 
lower chevaux de frize, and be in readinefs. And as foon as Donop's 
attack commenced thefe fhips flipped their cables and moved flowly 
up the river with the flood tide ; but the natural courfe of the chan- 
nel having been altered by the artificial obflrudtions thrown acrofs it, 
and fand-banks being coUefted where there were none before, two of 
thefe fhips, the Augufta and the Merlin, unfortunately got a-ground 
a little below the fecond line of chevaux de frize. At the next tide 
of flood every exertion was made to get them oflT, but in vain, the 
flow of the tide having been prevented from rifmg to its ufual 
height by a ftrong northerly wind. It was not until the following 
morning that the fituation of thefe fhips was perceived by the ene- 
my, when they began to fire upon them from their works, gallies, 
and floating batteries, and fent down feveral fire-fhips with the ex- 
pedlation of deftroying them. The fire-fhips were however towed 
oflf without doing any injury, by the aftivity and dexterity of the 
feamen ; but, unfortunately, the Augufta, by fome accident, caught 
fire, and the flames, fpreading fo rapidly that they could not be got 
under, it was with the utmoft diflRculty that the greateft part of the 
crew were faved. Only a few, and amongft thefe the fecond-lieute- 
nant, chaplain, and gunner, perifhed in the flames. It now be- 
came neceflTary to remove with all hafte the frigates which lay near 
the Augufta, that they might not fuflfer by her explofion j and as 

the 
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^ xv^ ^' ^^^^ Merlin could not be got ofF, orders were given to abandon and 
V ; — r^u deftroy her. Such were the unfortuante confequences of the attack 
'^^^' on Red Bank fort. 

In the mean time the preparations for reducing the fort on Mud 
Ifland were going forward on the weftern (hore of the Delaware ; 
but, from the difficulty of conftruding works in marfhy grounds^ 
and the length of time required for tranfporting through fwamps 
fuch heavy (lores as were indifpenfably neceflary, the batteries were 
not opened before the tenth of November. Immediately below 
Mud Ifland, and ranging nearly in a line with this, were two others, 
called Province and Hog Iflands. Between thefe and the weftern 
fhore was a narrow channel of fufficient depth to admit fhips of a 
moderate draught of waten For fome days, that part of the fleet 
which was deftined to co-operate in the attack, was prevented by 
contrary winds from moving up the rivet; but on the fifteenth of 
November, the wind proving favourable, and every thing being ia 
readinefs, the Vigilant armed (hip, followed by a hulk, both of them 
mounted with heavy cannon, paflfed through between Province and 
Hog Ifland, and got into the channel behind, fo as to bring their 
guns to bear upon that part of the fort whicH was leaft provided 
with defences. At the fame time two of the large fhips, the Ifis and 
the Somerfet, with the Roebuck, and feveral frigates, failed up the 
main channel of the river, and lay as near the front of the fort as 
the fecohd line of the chevaiix de frize would permit. The fhips 
being thus difpofed, a heavy cannonade commenced as well from 
them as from the batteries on fhore, which difmovmted feveral of 
the guns in the fort, and otherwife fo daniaged its defences, that the 
garrifon, fearful of an aflfault, quitted it the cnfuing night, and were 
wdVc?"* ^^^^'^^^ ^^ ^y ^^^^^ fhipping. Two days after the redoubt at Red 
Bank taken. Bank was alfo abandoned upon the approach of lord Gornwallis with 

a detach- 
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a detachment from camp fent to reduce it ; and the provincial water ^ ^A P. 

force, being now no longer protedled by the works on (hore, quitted v-, -v— t- ,^ 

its ftation, and retired up the river. Some few of the fmaller gallics, ^'' 

by keeping clofe on the Jerfey (hore, pafled Philadelphia in the 

night, and efcaped. The reft were abandoned and burnt. And thus America* 

a communication by the Delaware was at kft opened between the , 

navy and army. 

General Wafhington, after receiving a reinforcement of four 
thoufand men from the northern army, left his ftrong fituation at 
Skippack Creek, drew nearer to the Britilh lines, and encamped at 
White Marfh, an advantageous ftation, about fourteen miles from 
Philadelphia. A valley and a rivulet were in his front ; and to the 
fouth and eaft an abbatis of trees, their top branches pointed and 
lying outwards. - 

Sir William Howe hoped that, in confequence of this reinforce- Removal of 
ment, Wafhington might be tempted to rifqueaa engagement in the armjr to 
view of regaining poffeflion of the capital of Penfylvariia. With wtcrcgcncrii 
this expectation he marched with the army from Philadelphia on ^^^ cncS^p- 
the fourth of December at night, and on the following morning ^^• 
took poft on Chefnut Hill, in front of the right wing of the pro- 
vincial encampment. Here the Britifh army remained for two days, 
offering battle to the provincials, but the latter continued within 
their lines, except a corps of about one thoufand men, which being 
fent out to (kirmifh with the light-infantry, under lieutenant-colonel 
Abercrombie, who were pofted in frptit, wa!§ quickly repl^lfbd with lofs. 

On the (ixth at night the army was again put in motion, and 
the following morning took poft on Edge Hill, an eminence one 
mile in front of the enemy's left, which was occupied by a ftrong 
corps of northern provincials, and from whence they were driven 
by the van-guard of the army under lord . Cornwallis. The fame 
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niorning, another out-poft of the enejaiy was forced by a column 
of the givtny under rpajor-genpral Grey^ and fo nearly furrounded by 
a rapid nlovement of the light-infantry of the guards to tura their 
left, that the provincials, in «iaking their efcape^ were driven acroft 
the fire of the centre and left of the general's divifion, and fuftaincd 
a confiderable lofa in killied and wounded* 

During all this time general Waftiington remained quiet within 
his lines ; and: fir WilUam Hqwe, feeing no profped of being able 
to provoke him to an engagement, and, after having viewed the 
right, left, and centre, of his encampment, judging it unadvifable 
to attack hira* in his prefent ftrong pofition, returned oa the eighth 
with the army to Philadelphia: The enemy dill keeping fo clofe 
within their lines^ that the rear-guard of the army imdcr lord Com- 
wallis, which did not leave its ground till four in the. afternoon, was 
fuffered to retire unmolefted. It was generally expedited that the 
commander in chief would, have made fiDme farther attempts on ge- 
neral Wafhington. It is true he made fome mavements on the 
enemy's front, right, and left, but none on their rear, where they 
were vulnerable without diflficulty. By the fame movement he 
would have cut off Wafhington from hia baggage and provifions, 
which lay five miles diilant. The American general dreaded this^ 
and was prepared for flight. Our troops, notwithftanding^ retired, 
to the furprife of all who were acquainted with the ground on 
which general Waftiington was encamped, and the variety of ex- 
cellent roads that led round to his rear. It was even well known that 
Wafliington's army was under the greateft apprehenfion^ and con- 
ftantly expe^ng the neceflity of attempting a hazardous movement 
to efcape. 

Not long after the retreat of the Britifli troops from White 
Marfti, general Waftiington quitted his camp^ at that place in the 
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deed difficult to give an adequate defcription of his mifery in this 
fituation. His army was deftitutc of almoft every neceflary of 
clothing, nay, almoft naked ; and very often on fhort allowance of 
provifions; an extreme mortality raged in his hofpitals, nor had he 
any of the moft proper medicines to relieve the fick. There were 
perpetual dcfertions of parties from him of ten. to fifty at a time. 
In three months he had not four thoufand men, and thefe by no 
means to be termed efFedlive. Not lefs than five hundred horfes 
periflied from want and the feverity of the feafon. He had often 
not three days provifion in his camp, and at times not enough for 
one day. In this infirm and dangerous ftate he continued from De- 
cember to May, during all which time every perfon expedted that 
the commander in chief would have ftormed or befieged his camp, 
the fituation of which equally invited either attempt. To have 
pofted two thoufand men on a commanding ground near the bridge, 
on the north fide of the Schuylkill, would have rendered his efcape 
on the left impoffible ; two thoufand men placed on a like ground 
oppofite the narrow pafs, would have as effeftually prevented a re- 
treat by his rear ; and five or fix thoufand men, ftationed on the 
front and right of his camp, would have deprived him of flight on 
thofe fides. The pofitions were fuch, that, if any of the corps 
were attacked, they could have been inftantly fupported. Under 
fuch propitious circumftances what mortal could doubt of fuccefs ? 
But our army, negleding all thefe opportunities, was fufFered to 
continue at Philadelphia, where the whole winter was fpent in diffi- 
pation. A want of difcipline and proper fubordinatipn pervaded the 
whole army ; and if difeafe and ficknefs thinned the American army 
encamped at Valley Forge, indolence and luxury perhaps did no lefs 
injury to the Britifh troops at Philadelphia. During the winter a 
veryAinfortunate inattention was fhown to the feelings of the inha- 
"bitants of Philadelphia, whofe fatisfaftion fhould have been vigi- 
lantly 
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lantly confulled, both from gratitude and from intereft. They ex- 
perienced many of the horrors of civil war. The foldiers in- 
fuhed and plundered them j and their houfes were occupied as bar- 
racks, without any compenfation being made to them. Some of 
the firft families were compelled to receive into their habitations 
individual officers, who were even indecent enough to introduce 
their miftrefles into the manfions of their hofpitable entertainers. 
This foured the minds of the inhabitants, many of whom were 
Quakers. 

But the refidence of the army at Philadelphia occafioned 
diftrefles which will probably be confidered, by the generality of 
mankind, as of a more grievous nature. It was with difficulty that 
fewel could be got on any terms. Provifions were moft exorbit- 
antly high. Gaming of every fpecies was permitted, and even 
fandlioned. This vice not only debauched the mind, but, by 
fedentary confinement, and the want of feafonable repofe, enervated 
the body. A foreign officer held the bank at the game of pharo, 
by which he made a very confiderable fortune ; and but too many 
rcfpeftable families in Britain have to lament its baneful effi^dts. 
Officers who might have rendered honourable fervice to their coun- 
try, were compelled, by what was termed a bad run of luck, to dil- 
pofe of their commiffions, and return pennylefs to their friends in 
Europe. The father who thought he had made a provifion for his 
fon by purchafing a commiffion for him in the army, ultimately found 
that he had put his fon to fchool to learn the fcience of gambling, 
not the art of war. Diffipation had fpread through the army, and ' 
indolence, and want of fubordination, its natural concomitants : For 
if the officer be not vigilant, the foldier will never be alert. 

Sir William Howe, from the manners and religious opinions of 
the Philadelphians, fhould have been particularly cautious^ For this 
public diflblutenefs of the troops could not but be regarded by fuch 

people 
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^ \v^ ^' P^^P'^ ^^ ^ contempt of them, as well as an offence agaiaft piety ; 

*-— -V — J and it influenced all the reprefentations which they made to their 
countrymen refpefting the Britifh, They inferred from it alfo, that 
the commander could not be fufficiently intent on the plans of either 
coiiciliation or fubjugation ; fo that the opinions of the Philadelphians, 
whether erroneous or not, materially promoted thecaufe of congrefs. 
During the whole of this long winter of riot and dilTipation, general 
Walhington was fuflfered to continue, with the remains of his army, 
not exceeding five thoufand eflfedtive men at moft, undifturbed at the 
Valley Forge : Confiderable arrears of pay due to them ; almoft in 
a ftate of nature, for want of clothing ; the Europeans in the Ame- 
rican fervice difgufted, and deferting in great numbers, and indeed 
in companies, to the Britifh army ; and the natives tired of the war. 
Yet, under all thefe favourable circumftances for the Britifh intereft, 
no one ftep was taken to diflodge Wafhington, whofc cannon were 
feozen up, and could not be moved. If fir William Howe had 
marched out in the night, he might have brought Wafhington to 
action ; or if he had retreated, he muft have left his fick, cannon, 
ammunition, and heavy baggage behind. A noftumal attack on 
the Americans would have had this further good efFedl : It would 
liave depreffed the fpirit of revolt, confirmed the wavering, and at- • 
tached them to the Britifh intereft. It would have opened a paffage 
for fupplies to the city, which was in great want of provifions for 
.the inhabitants. It would have Ihaken off that lethargy in which the 
Britifh foldiers had beenimmerged during the winter. It would have 
Xionvinced the well-affeflted that the Britifh leader was in eamefl. If 
Wafhington had retreated, we could have followed. With one of the 
befl appointed, in every refpeft, and finefl armies f confifling of at 
leaft fourteen thoufand effective men) ever affembled in any coun- 
try, a number of officers of approved fervice, wifhing only to h(p 
jred to a£don^ this dilatory commander, fir William Howe, dragged 
I out 
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out the winter, without doing any one thing to obtain the end for C H A P/ 
which he was commiflioned. Proclamation was iflued after pro- 
clamation, calling upon the people of America to repair to the Britifh 
ftandard, promifmg them remiffion of their political fms, and an 
aflurance of protedion in both perfon and property ; but thcfe pro- 
mifes were confined merely to paper. The beft pcrfonal fecurity to 
the inhabitants was an attack by the army, and the beft fe- 
curity of property was peace ; and this to be purchafed by 
fuccefsful war. For, had fir William Howe led on his troops to 
adion, vidiory was in his power, and conqueft in his train. During 
fir William Howe's ftay at PHiladelphia a number of difaffeded ci- 
tizens were fufFered to remain in the garrifon ; thefe people were 
ever upon the watch, and communicated to Wafhington every in- 
telligence he could wifh for. Sir William Howe ought not to have 
fufFered the avowedly hoftile to remain in the city. A commander m 
chief fliould form his plans with fecrefy. Whenever any foraging 
parties were fent from the garrifon, the enemy were always ap- 
prized of it. This will account why our fupplies were always 
fo fcanty, and our rear always harafled. That war is neceflary, in 
fome cafes, is certain ; but it is the duty of every commander to 
leffen the horrors of war, and to abridge their period. Severity in 
the early part of the war would have been mercy in the end. 
Thoufands of lives would have been faved on both fides; the enormous 
load of the national debt would not have'fwelled to its prefent amount; 
America might have been taught'the neceflity of peace ; and Britain, the 
juftice and policy of granting honourable terms. But, unfortunately . 
for this country, the inftant the war fhould be at an end, the multipli- 
cation of pounds, fhillings, and pence, would ceafe to be carried on by 
individual charaders, who wifhed to make a fund^. or aggregate fum, to 
retire upon. In confirmation of the diftrefs in the American army above 
related we fhall hereinfert a letter from the committee of congrefs. 

A LET- 
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C HA P. A LETTER from the Committee of Congrefs to the Prefidentj 
found among the Papers of Henry Laurens, Efq. 

" Sir, • Camp at Valley Forgc^ Feb. 12, 1778, 

" WE had flattered ourfelves, that, before this time, the pleafm-e of 
congrefs would be made known to us, refpedting the quarter-mafter's 
department. We fear our letter upon this fubjedt has mifcarried, or 
the confideration of it yielded to other bufmefs. You will therefore 
pardon us, fir, when we again folicit your attention to it, as an 
objed of the laft importance; On which not only the future fuccefs 
of your arms, but the prefent exiftence of your army, immediately 
depend. The influence of this office is fo diflfufive through every 
part of your military fyftem, that neither the wifdom of ar- 
rangement, the fpirit of enterprife, or favourable opportunity, will 
be of any avail, if this great wheel in the machine Hops, or moves 
heavily. We find ourfelves embarraflfed in entering on this fubjcdt, 
left: a bare recital of fadts fhould carry an imputation (which we do 
not intend) on thofe gentlemen who have lately conducted it. We 
are fenfible, great and jufl: allowances are to be made for the pecu- 
liarity of their fituation, and we are perhaps not fully acquainted 
with all their difficulties. It is our duty, fir, to inform you it is 
not our intention to cenfure j and be aflured, nothing but a fenfe of 
the obligation we are under, to pofl:pone all other confiderations to 
the public fafety, could induce us to perform the unpleafing tafk. — 
We find, fir, the property of the continent difperfed over the whole 
country ; not an encampment, route of the army, or confiderable 
road, but abounds with waggons, left to the mercy of the weather, 
and the will of the inhabitants ; large quantities of intrenching tools 
have, in like manner, been left in various hands, under no other fe- 
curity that we can learn, than the honefty of thofe who have them 
in poflTeffipn. Not lefs than three thoufand fpades and (hovels, and 

the 
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CHAP, quences of this delay in forming a new army, or the prefervation 

V,. -,>^ / of this. Almoft every day furnifties inftances of the fmall-pox 

'^ in the natural way* Hitherto fuch vigilance and care has been ufed, 

that the contagion has not fpread ; but furely it is highly incumbent 

upon us, if poffible, to annihilate the danger. 

*^ We need not point out the efFe£t this circumftance will have upon 
the new-draughted troops, if not carefully guarded ; they are too 
obvious to need enumeriation. In conference with the forage- mafter 
on this fubjed (which, though in appearance trivial, is really im- 
portant), he acquainted us, that, though out of his line, he would 
have procured it, if waggons could have been fumifhed him for that 
purpofe. 

" The want of horfes and waggons for the ordinary as well as ex- 
traordinary occafions of the army, prefles upon us, if poffible, with 
equal force ; almoft every fpecies of camp tranfportation is now per- 
formed by men, who, without a murmur, patiently yoke themfelves 
to little carriages of their own making, ot load their wood and pro- 
vifions on their backs. — Should the enemy, encouraged by the 
growing weaknefs of your troops, be led to make a fuccefsful im- 
preffion upon your camp, your artillery would now undoubtedly 
fall into their hands, for want of horfes to remove it. — But thefe 
are fmaller and tolerable evils, when compared with the imminent 
danger of your troops, perifhing with famine, or difperfmg in fearch 
of food. The commiflaries, in addition to their fupplies of live 
cattle, which are precarious, have found a quantity of pork in New 
Jerfey, of which, by a failure of waggons, not one barrel has reached 
the camp. 

** The orders were given for that purpofe as early as the fourth of 
January. — In yefterday's conference with the general he informed 
us,- that fome brigades had been four days without meat ; ' and that 
even the common foldiers had been at his quarters to make knowa 

their 
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their wants. — At prefent, fir, there is not one gentleman of any ^ HA P. 
rank in this department, though the duties of the office require a ^^ - v 'J 
conftant and unremitted attention. In whatever view, therefore, 
the objedl prefents Itfclf, we trufl you will difcern, that the moft 
eflential interefts are conneded with it. The feafon of preparation 
for next campaign is pafling fwiftly away. Be afTured, fir, that its 
operations will be ineffedtual, either for offence oi; protection, if an 
arrangement is not immediately made, and the rrioft vigorous ex- 
ertions ufed to procure the neceflary fuppliesc— Permit us to fay, 
that a moment's time (hould not be loft in placing a man of approved 
abilities and extenfive capacity at the head of the department, who 
will reftore it to fome degree of regularity, and order; whofe provi- • 
dent care will immediately relieve the prefent w^ints of the army, 
and extend itfelf to thofe which muft be fatisfied, before we can 
expert yigour, enterprife, or fuccefs. — When your committee 
reflect upon the increafed difficulties of procuring waggons, horfes, 
tents, and the numerous train of articles ^dependent on this office^ 
without which your army cannot even move; they feel the greateft 
anxiety, left the utmoft fkill, diligence, and addrefs, will prove in- 
efFe£lual to fatisfy the growing demand. All other confiderations 
vanifli before this objed: ; and we moft earneftly wifli congrefs may 
be imprefled in a proper degree with its ncceffity and importance, 

" A report has reached us, that colonel Lutterlogh is a candidate for 
the office of quarter-maftcr-general ; we have therefore been led to 
make fome inquiry into his charaifter and condudl. We fliould be 
far from doing injuftice to his abilities and experience in a fubor- 
dinate line ; but, exclufive of the danger of entrufting fo confiden- 
tial an office to a ftranger, whofe attachment to this country muft be 
light and tranfient, and whofe intereft may be fo eafily diftinguiftied 
from ours, we cannot find that he pofTefles talents or adlivity equal 
to this important office. — We find, in the courfe of the campaign, 
neceffiiry tools and ft ores have often been wanting j important - and 

S s 2 feafonable 
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^ ^xv ^' ^^^^^^^^^^ movements of the army delayed ; in fome inftance^^ 
t- — sr-**^ wholly fruftrated ; and favourable opportunities loft, through the 
deficiencies of this department, — The rapid marches of our army,, 
and unforefeen difafters which attended it during the fummer feafon^ 
partly claim fome allowances ; but that diforder and confufion pre- 
vail through the department, which requires fome able hand to re* 
form and reduce it, is a certain and melancholy truth. 

" Unacquainted with the refolution of congrefs with refpedl to ge- 
neral Schuyler, we have hefitated what further to propofe. Time is 
fo extremely precarious, that we are unwilling to lofe a fmgle unne- 
ceflary moment ; and have therefore been induced to extend our 
views to the difapprobation of this gentleman, and make fome pro- 
vifion for that event. A charader has prefented itfelf, which, in a 
great degree, meets our approbation, judgment, and wifhes. We 
have opened the fubjedl ta him, and it is now under his confidcra- 
tion. When we are at liberty, we fhall introduce him to your no- 
tice ; but delicacy forbids onr doing it, until he has made up hi^ 
mind on the fubjed, and given his confent to the nomination. — 
Another gentleman of cxtenfive connexions, great adivity, and 
comprehenfive genius, but intirely in civil life, has alfo been pro- 
pofed. As he is at a diftance, wc have not been able to confult him ; 
and are reftrained, by fimilar motives of delicacy, from making his 
ifrharader and name a fubje<5l of difcuflion without his confent. 

" By the time we are favoured with the determination refpedling^ 
general Schuyler, and he fliould not be approved, we hope to b^- 
able to announce both taefc gentlemen for your confideration., 

^' We arc, v/itli the greatcft regard and refpe£t, 
" S I R, 
" Your moft obedient, and very humble fervants, 

" (The Committee.) 
•* To tbe Prefidcnt of Congrrfs. (Signed) Fra. Dana.''* 

Ix 
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It muft be confefled that, on the whole, the Britilh arms under 
fir Will^atn Howe were attended with fuccefs ; but this fuccefs was 

— ^ 1777. 

never duly followed up and improved. That commander had fe- 
veral opportunities of defeating the American army, and thereby 
of putting an end to the war. At Long Ifland, in the Jerfeys, 
at Brandywine, at White Marfli, and at Valley Forge, fortune 
had placed the enemy within his grafp, but he declined to feize 
the offered advantage. None of his military exploits pofleffed 
either plan, objedl, or decifion. And the only fruit derived from 
the feveral victories of fir William Howe, during the campaigns 
of 1777, amounted to no more than the acquifition of good win^- 
fcer-quarters for the Britifti army at Philadelphia. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Canadian Operations — General Burgoyne, invcjled with the Command 
of the Northern Anny — General Carleton^ offended with this Ap- 
point7ncntj rejigns his Government — Opinions on the Employment 
of the Savages — Number of Troops tinder General BurgoynC'—^ 
Expedition under Colonel Sti Leger — Burgoyne^s Manifejlo — 77- 
cojideroga and Mount Independence invejled — The Forts aban^ 
doned by the Americans — Atnerican Galleys dejlroyed near Skenef 
borough — Americaris abandon their Works — Their Refir overtaken 
— General St. Clair arrives at Fort Edward — Americans re^ 
pulfed by Colonel Hill — Americans abandon Fort Anne — Diffi-- 
c III ties encoufitcred in the March of the Royal Army to Fort Ed^ 
ward-^ Americans retire to Saratoga. 

CHAP, TT will be neceflary now to turn our attention from the fouth 

XVI JL 
t _^* I to the north ; from the plains of Penfylvania to thofe of Canada : 

Canadiwi where, inftead of victories mixed with lofs, we meet with nothing 
operations, but difappointment, difafter, and defeat. 

General Bur- The adminiftration of Great Britain refolved to carry on the w^ar 
cd with the upon the fide of Canada and the Lakes with aftivity and energy, 
IhTnonL^ The command of this expedition was entrufted to general Burgoyne. 
army. g-^. q^^ Carleton was certainly, and wuth much reafon, offended 

with this appointment, which, indeed, could not be juftified on any 
grounds of reafon or of prudence. General Burgoyne, without 
doubt, pofTeffed bravery, and fome military knowledge ; but it muft 
be allowed that general Carleton was better qualified for the im- 
portant 
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portant expedition, which, under his direftion, would probably have ^ ^^ ^* 
been attended with fuccefs. From his long refidence in Canada, he u— n — ^ 
knew ' more accurately than general Burgoyne, the fituation of ^* 

the country, the manners of the inhabitants, and the extent of its 
refources ; and he united greater authority with more military expe- 
rience. He would have been more aware of the difficulties to be 
encountered, and better prepared for furmounting them. But gene- 
ral Burgoyne was a member of parliament, and it was one of thofe 
miferable expedients which the minifter fubflituted for grandeur of 
defign, to beftow fome of the mod important employments^ both 
military and naval, on men who were in the habits of oppofing the 
meafures of adminiftration. By this pitiful policy he was enabled 
to fecure himfelf againft parliamentary attack, and to carry his mea- 
fures more eafily in the houfe of commons. 

That general Carleton was offended with the appointment of ge- GcncralCarle* 
neral Burgoyne is fufficiently evident, from his immediate refigna- at this ap- 
tion of his government. Much was expected from this expedition, ^f,gnTh?8^go- 
and, to do the minifler juflice, nothing was wanting-on his part to ^^""n^nt. 
render fuccefs probable. A large body of veteran troops was fent 
from England, well provided with every neceflary, and great quan-» 
titles of warlike flores were alfo tranfmitted in order to fupply thofe 
inhabitants who were expeded to declare in favour of the Britifli 
caufe. 

In addition to the flrength already poffefTed by the Englifh in 
Canada, feveral nations of favagcs who inhabit the back fettlements 
of that province, and the borders of the Weftern Lakes, refolved to 
take up arms againft the Americans. The acceptance of their affifl- 
ance has occalioned much difcuffion, and a variety of opinions. 
General Burgoyne was certainly induced to adopt this meafure from Opinions on 
a knowledge of their warlike charader, and from a well-grounded menr©? t^ 
fuppofition that, if he refufed their offers, they would inftantly join f*^*6««* 

the 
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the Americans. But he refolved to bring them into aftion as little 
as poflible. In the preceding year he did not make much ufc of 
them, and he determined to purfue, as far as he could with pru- 
dence, the fame line of condudl: in the prefent year. He knew that 
their objcdl in all wars was murder, defolaticn, and deftrudion; and 
tliough he certainly wifhed fo conquer the revolted Americans, yet 
he did not wifli to exterminate them. His condudt however, ia 
this refped", did not receive general approbation; for it was contended 
that partial feverity was general mercy, and that, to put a fpeedy 
end to the rebellion, the moft vigorous and refolute meafures 
fliould be adopted. Among the opponents of general Burgoyne on 
this fubjed was the minifter himfelf ; who, accordingly, tranfmitted 
orders to general Carleton to ufe all his influence in fecuring the 
afiiftance of the Indian nations* This he did fo effeftually, that he 
became fearful at length of obtaining a larger number than was tie- 
ceflary. 

The army under general Burgoyne confifted of Britifti and Ger- 
man troops, amounting to feven thoufand one hundred and feventy- 
three men, exclufive of the corps of artillery. Of thefe the foreign 
troops amounted to near one half. This body of troops accorded 
very nearly with the plan fubmitted to the minifter by general 
Burgoyne. He had required eight thoufand regulars, rank and fiile, 
exclufive of the artillery, a corps of watermen, two thoufand Ca- 
nadians, including hatchet-men, with a thoufand favages. 

General Burgoyne was furniflied with picked and experienced 
officers. The moft eminent of thefe were major-general Philips, 
brigadier-generals Frazer, Powel, and Hamilton; the Brunfwick 
major-general Reidefel, and brigadier-general Specht. This large 
body of veteran troops was to be kept together as much as poflible. 
In order to produce this efFed, the inhabitants of Canada were com- 
manded to furnifti men fufficient to occupy the woods on the 
5 frontiers, 
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frontiers, to prevent defertion, to procure intelligence, and to In- C HA P. 
tercept all communication between the enemy and the malcontents 
in the province. They were alfo required to provide men for the 
.completion of the fortifications at Sorel, St. John's, Chamblee, and 
Ifle aux Noijj^, for the carriage of provifions, artillery, and ftores, 
,and for making roads. In addition to this, they were to furnifh an 
adequate quantity of horfes and carts. 

Colonel St. Leger, with a body of light troops and Indians, Expedition 
amounting to between feven and eight hundred men, having been st. Legtr. 
previoufly detached by the way of Lake Ontario, and the Mohawk 
river, in order to make a diverfion in favour of the army, general 
Burgoyne fet out from St. John's on the fixteenth of June 1777. 

The naval force, under the command of commodore Lutwych, 
preceded the army, and opened the way for its advances, detach- 
ments of Indians having been previoufly made from the river 
Bouquet, as well to zQt upon the enemy's convoys and communi- 
cations on the fide of Otter Creek, as to cover the reconnoitre of 
South Bay^ through which country it^was probable that the enemy 
would pafs, if Ticonderoga fhould fall into the hands of the Britifh, 
The fleet proceeded without any oppofition, and, under its pro- 
teSion, the troops were landed about the middle of June^ and en- 
camped at a fmall difl^nce from Crown Point on the north fide, • 
The advanced parties of the enemy retired on the approach of our 
army. 

At this place general Burgoyne thought proper to give the Indians 
a war-feafl:, and to make a fpeech to them. The purport of it was, 
to induce them to refrain from cruelty, and to mitigate their na- 
tural ferocity. ^ 

Before the royal army advanced to Ticonderoga general Burgoyne Burgo^e*^ 
iflued a proclamation or manifefto, in which, with a moft ill-judged °^*^' 
policy, he threatened to punifli, with the utmoft feverity, thofe who . 
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C Y\^ ^" refufed to attach themfelves to the Britifli caufe. At the fame time 
he magnified the ferocity of the favages, animadverting with pecu- 
liar emphafis of didion on the eagernefs which they difcovcred to 
butcher thole who continued hoftile to the mother-country, whofc 
interefts they had efpoufed. Having remained at Crown Point a 
few days, in order to reft themfelves, and to eftablilh magazines, 
the whole army proceeded with caution to Ticonderoga, which 
place it was refolved to inveft. 

TicondcrogR • Ticonderoga is fituated on the Weftern fhore, a few miles to the 
northward of that narrow inlet which unites Lake George to. Lake 
Champlain, Crown Point lies more northward than Ticonderoga, 
and is fituated on an angle of land waflied on two fides by water 
flowing over rocks. A deep morafs covered the third fide, except 
in a fmall part, where formerly the French had erefted lines, which 
ftill continued, and which the Americans had now ftrengthencd by 
additional works. 

ind^wd-* Oppofite to Ticonderoga, on thte eaftern (hore, the Americans had 

cD€c ivith great induftry fortified a high hill called Mount Independence. 

On the top of it^ which is flat, a ftar fort had been ereded, con- 
taining extenfive barracks well fupplied with artillery. The moun- 
tain ftretched in a floping diredion into the water, ftrongly en- 
trenched to its bafe, and well fupplied with heavy artillery. Mid-r 
way up the mountain, ariother battery was erected to cover the 
lower works. With infinite labour the Americans had united Ti- 
conderoga and Mount Independence by a fl:rong bridge of commu- 
nications over the inlet. Twenty-two funken piers fupported the 
bridge at equal diftances. Between the piers floats were placed, 
' fattened together with chains and rivets, and bound to the funken 
piers. On the Lake Champlain fide of the bridge, a boom, com- 
pofed of very large timber, was ereded, fattened together by ri- 
Tetted bolts and double chains^ made, of iron an inch and a half 

iquare«* 
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iquare. This bridge e£fedually prevented any attack by water from C HA P. 
the northern fide. But Ticonderoga, notwithflanding its apparent v— .w- -i 
ftrength, had one difadvantage to contend with. To the fouthward 
of the bridge of communications was a hill, called Sugar Hilly 
which overlooked and commanded both the works at Ticonderoga, 
and on Mount Ii>dependence. This place the Americans were 
unable to fortify, on account of the want of men ; general St. 
Clair, who commanded at Ticonderoga, not having above three 
thoufaruJ men. 

The royal ^rmy^ when the7 ^^^^ Crown Point,, advanced with, the 
greateft circumfpcdion and prudence on both fides of the Lake^ 
the fleet keqping in the centre till the army bad enclofed the 
enemy on the land fide,, and the fleet had arrived jufl: out-. 
of cann^n-fhot of their works. On the approach of the right 
wing on the fecond of July, the enemy inftantly reKnqniflied 
and fet fire to their works on the fide of Lake George. Major-, 
general PhUips therefore immediately fecured the poflTeflion of an 
important place called Mount Hope,, which commanded the enemy V 
line, and cut oflF all communication with Lake George. 

The royal army having, arrived at Ticonderoga, proceeded with, 
great expedition and alacrity in conilrudiing works neceflfary for the. 
inveftment of that place. By the fifth of July thefe works were: 
completed, and a road made to the top of Sugar Hill for the con- 
ftru£tion of a battery there. The enemy, difcovering thefe vigorous 
operations, thought proper to hold a council of war, in which it 
was refolved to evacuate Ticonderoga and Mount Independence im- 
mediately. In confequence of this determination, their baggage, '^^/'^'^* 
provifions, and ftores, wei-e ecfibarked in two hundred batteaux, and' hy the Ame- 
difpatched up the fouth river to Skeneiborough. The army took 
the Caftle Town road^ in order to reach Skenciborough by bnd. 
The American, g?peral conceived that lusl retiresit would be made 
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without any difficulty, on account of the obftacles which the Englifh 
muft ncceflarily overcome before they could purfuc him. The 
dawn of the day, on the fixth of July, difcovered this unexpected 
retreat. Commodore Lutwych immediately began to prepare for 21 
purfuit by removing an immenfe work of framed timber funk in 
the water, and by cutting away the boom that obftrufted the paf- 
fage, and which had coft, in the completion of it, near twelve 
months labour* As foon as thefe obftrudlions^were removed (which 
tafk was effeded by nine o'clock in the morning), captain Carter of 
the artillery, who commanded a brigade of gim-boats, gave chafe, 
and purfued that divifion of the enemy which was making its re- 
treat by water. So great was the fpeed with whkh he executed thc^ 
tmft rcpofed in him, that he overtook them near the Falls of Skdnef- 
borough, engaged and captured fom^ of their largeft gallies^ oblig- 
ing them to fet the others on fire^ together with a confidcrable num- 
ber of their batteaux.. 

The grand divifion of the army under general Burgoyne, in gun- 
boats, the Royal George, and Inflexible frigates, approaching the 
Falls, were fahited by a difcharge of cannon from the works at- 
Skeenfborough. On this account the general thought proper to 
return and land his army at South Bay, where part of the batteaux 
of the enemy had taken refuge. Thefe would certainly have been 
deftroyed if the day had not been too far advanced. Immediately 
on the landing of the Englifh the enemy evacuated their flockade 
fort, and other works, to which, as well as to ^ the mills and ftore- 
houfes, they fet fire previous to their departure. 

During thefe operations by water, brigadier-generaf Frazer, at the 
head of the advanced corps of grenadiers and light infantry, prefled 
hard upon the rear cf that divifion of the enemy which had taken the* 
route of Hubberton, and which he overtook at five o'clock on the morn- 
ing of the fixth of July. This divifion confified of near one thoufand 
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five hundred of the beft markfmen and chofen troops, under the ^ ^^J^ ^' 
command of colonel Francis. They were polled on. ftrong ground, v,* -i^— 9 • 
and received the attack of the Britifli from behind breaftworks 
compofed of logs and old trees. General Frazer^s detachment 
was not equal in point of number to the enemy; nevertheleft 
he commenced the engagement, becaufe he expeded a reinforce- 
ment of troops under the German general Reidefel. The Ameri- 
cans maintained their poft with great refolution and bravery. The 
reinforcement did not arrive fo foon as was expedled, and vidory 
for a long time was doubtful. The arrival however of general 
Reidefel decided the fate of the day. Hearing the firing of guns 
he puflied forwards with a fmall number of men, and joined general 
Frazer with a full band of ^mufic playing. The enemy conceiving 
from this circumftance that the whole of the German troops had 
advanced into the field, immediately retreated with great preci- 
pitation. 

The Americans loft in this adion their brave commander, feveral 
other officers, and above two hundred men killed. The fame num- 
ber were taken prifoners j and it was fuppofed that not lefs than fix 
hundred wounded died in fhe woods. 

The lofs on the part of the Britifh did not exceed twenty officers, 
none, except major Grant, of any rank ; and about one hundred 
and twenty men killed and wounded. During this engagement 
general St. Clair was at Caflle Town, about fix miles diftant from 
the field of battle. Immediately oh receiving intelligence of this 
defeat, he bent his courfc to the woods on his left, fearful of being 
intercepted at Fort Anne, but yet uncertain whether he {hould pro- 
ceed to the upper part of the ConnedlicutJ or to Fort Edward. In 
the mean time a party of the enemy having taken the road by 
Wood Creek, in order to proceed beyond Fort Anne, after their 
retreat from Skenelborough, were purfued by colonel Hill and the 
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CHAP; ftxntli regiment, and overtajcen near Fort Anne. A warm engage- 
jU.^,^„, .,^ meat immediateily commenced, the enemy having infinitely the 
*^'''' advantage in point of number. But golonel Hill had polled hi«3^ 
fcUf in fuch a judicious manner, that all the attacks of the enemy 
in front were inefie<3:ual. A difpofition was then made to furroundr 
him, wliich the Britifh commander, with a^dmirable dexterity^ 
avoided, by changing his, fituatioa in the heat of the adion. The 
engagement Aill continued, with various fuccefe, for three hours, 
when thc: Americans were repulfed with great flaughter, and forced 
to retreat, after fetting fire to Fort Amiie,, to Fort Edward,. The ar- 
tillery loft, by the evacuation of the northern pofts, and t^ken or 
deftroyed in the armed veflels at Skenefborough, was prodigious, 
amounting to no lefs than one hundred and twenty-eight pijcce^f, 
f?rvicQabIe and unferviceable. The lofs of flower, bifcuitj pork, apid 
beef, was alfo very confiderabk. At Fort Edward, where general 
Schuyler was joined by general St. Clair on the twelfth, after a- fa- 
tiguing march, the whole ftrength of the Americ^ did not exceed 
four thoufand four hundred men, including militi^. It may not be im- 
proper to relate here one of thofe ftratagems in which the genius of 
the Americans, during the whole courfe of the war, was remarkably 
fertile. Schuyler took out of a canteen with a falfe bottom, a letter 
from a perfon in the intereft of the provincials to general Sullivan^ 
and prepared an anfwer to it, drawn up ia fuch a ftrain as^tq, perplex 
and diftrad Burgoyne, and leave him in doubt what cou^e to. 
follow. This letter, which fell, as was intended, into the Engliih 
general's hands, had the defired efied: ; for he was completely duped 
and puzzled by it for feveral days, and at a lofs whether to advance 
or retreat. 

General Burgoyne, after remaining fome time at Skenefborough, 
left that place, with an intention of taking the road that lead^^ to 
Hudfon's River, and thence to Albany, in order to open a comm,uni- 

cation 
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cation with Lake George, on which he had embarked the heavy C HA I*, 
artillery and baggage. In this undertaking, the difficulties which v- % — # 
the royal army had to encounter were infinite. Swamps and mo- 
rafles were to be pafled. Bridges were to be conftru£ted, not only 
over creeks, but over ravines and gullies. The roads were to be 
cleared of the forcft trees, which had been felled and difpofed in fuch 
a manner as to interfed each other. iNlotwitiiflanding, however, all 
thefe obftacles, in a fultry feafon of the year^ and in a clofe country, . 
which the numerous infedls render almoft intolerable to Europeans, 
the royal army endured this amazing fatigue with great cheerfulnefs, 
and oppofed themfelves to difficulty and danger with untired perfe- 
verance and unabated fortitude. This general has, with much rea- 
fon, been blamed for adopting this difiicult and tardy mode of con- 
du£l ; by returning to Ticonderoga, and embarking again on Lake 
George, he might have eafily proceeded to Fort George, whence 
there was a waggon-road to the place of his deftination. Fort Ed- 
ward. The reafon he gave for not purfuing this line of condu(9: 
was, that a retrograde motion would have checked the vigour and 
animation of the troops. Whether the mode he chofe to adopt was 
likely to increafe them it is not very difficult to determine. As foon 
as the Britifh troops had fecured the poflTeffion of Skenefborough, 
that adive officer major-general Philips returned to Lake George, 
to tranfport the artillery, provifions, and baggage, over the lake, to 
Fort George, and thence by land to Fort Edward, oa Hudfon's 
River, together with a large number of boats and batteaux for the 
ufe of the aftny in the intended defcent to AJbamy, General 
Schuyler, who at this time commanded the northern American 
army, had pofled himfelf, immediately after the affair of Hubberton, 
as already obferved, at Fort Edward. On the advance of the royal 
army he retreated down Hudibn's River to Saratoga, where he iffued 
a proclamation calculated to counierad the effei^ intended to be pro- 
5 duced 
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CHAP, duced by the manifeflo publifhed by general Burgoync, The royal 
s_ -^— __^ army, on account of the numberlefs difEculties they had to cncoun- 
'^'"^^ ter, advanced but flowly ; and it was not till the thirtieth of July 
that they arrived on Hudfon's River. Here their progrefs was 
checked for fome time, becaufe it was neceflary, before they could, 
proceed, that the provifions, ftores, and other neceflaries, which had 
been brought to Fort George from Ticonderoga, by general Philips, 
(hould be embarked. The army of courfe was immediately em- 
ployed in the profecution of this fervice. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

Difficulties experienced at Fort Edward — Colonel St. Legers JPir- 
pedition — Detachment to Bennington — Baum and Breyman defeated 
— Fort Stanwix invejled — Attempt to relieve it by General Harke^ 
mer-^St. Leger obliged to raife the Siege of Fort Stanwix — Ce^ 
neral Gates takes the Command of the American Army in the North 
^-^ABion at Still Water — Diftrejfed Situation of General Burgoyne 
^—Defertion of the Indians — Retreat to Saratoga — Royal Army 
nearly furrounded — Convention with General Gates. 

^T^ H E delays which had been occafioned by the route which C ^^^* 

general Burgoyne thought proper to take, had afforded time for 
the Americans to recover their fortitude and to recruit their ftrength. 
Where the Mohawk falls into Hudfon's River, about eight miles 
from Albany, is an ifland in the fhape of an half-moon, call Still 
Water. On this place general Schuyler, who had affembled about 
two thoufand feven hundred men at Saratoga, on receiving a rein- 
forcement of men and artillery, under the command of general 
Arnold, pofted his army, in order to check the progrefs of colonel 
St. Leger, who early in June had been detached from Laftiene, 
fix miles from Montreal, by the way of Lake Ontario and the 
Mohawk River, in order, as already obferved, to make a diverfioa 
in favour of the main army. He had under his command a confi- 
derable number of favages, who, in fpite of general Burgoyne's 
addrefs to them, could not be retrained from the commiiBon of fe- 
Vol. I. U u veral 
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veral ads of ferocity. General Burgoyne ftill remained in the 
neighbourhood of Fort Edward, where, on account of the diflSculty 
of bringing the (lores from Fort George to Hudfon's River, the army 
began to experience great hardftiips. At this jundture he xeceived in- 
telligence that colonel St. Leger had advanced up the St. Law* 
rence, and had commenced his operations againft Stanwix, a fort 
fituated on a-rifing ground at the upper end of the Mohawls: River^ 
about three hundred yards from its fource, .and about hjilf a mile 
from the fource of Wood Creek, which rims into X4aJ(e.Qnlda, and 
through the Onandigo into Lake Ontario. General Burgoyne faw 
the neceffity of co-operating with colonel St. Leger, and of imme* 
diately making a rapid movement forward. But this intention 
could not be carried into execution under the prefent circumftances. 
Ox-teams, carriages, and other neceflaries, were indifpenfably necef* 
fary j to procure which, the commander in chief refolved to detach 
a body of troops to Bennington, a place (ituated between the foAs 
of the Hofick River, and about twenty-lour miles to the eaftward 
of Hudfon*s River. The northern army received fupplies of cattle, 
provifions, and (lores, from the New England provinces by way of 
Detachment the Connedicut, Manchefter, and Arlington ; which fupplies were 
ton. ^^^^' depofited at Bennington. On this expedition the German colonel 
Baum was difpatched' with about fix hundred men, mofUy Germans, 
includinga detachment of Reidefers dragoons. This number w^ 
in every TdTpedl too'^all. A loyalift who was well acquainted with 
c the road, and had* undertaken to accompany colonel Baum, dated to 
•general Burgoyne^that the expedition required a force of not lefs 
'than three thoufand men; for the roads were very bad, through a 
thick woody country, and the tardinefs of the German method of 
•marching would, he knew, enable the enemy to prepare for their 
Teception^ The general, however, paid no attention to the repre- 
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lentation of this gentleman, whom he piqued on the point of honour. C ^^A P. 
The idea of fending German troops on this fervice was oppofed by 
fome of the officers of the army j but particularly by general Frazer, 
who, it is faid, not only remonftrated with general Burgoyne, but re- 
duced his remonftrance into writing. The Germans were heavy and 
tardy in marching, and, as ufual, were loaded with accoutrements that 
prevented thofe exertions which fuch an expedition required. In the 
whole army a corps could not have poffibly been found fo unfit for 
a fervice that required rapidity of motion as Reidefel's dragoons. 
Their very hats and fwords weighed very nearly as much as the whole 
equipment of one of our foldiers. The worft Britifli regiment in the 
fervice would with eafe have marched two miles for their one. Co- 
lonel Baum was a brave oflEicer, but he was totally unacquainted 
with the country, with the people, arid with the language, infomuch, 
it was reported, that he hardly knew, when he underftood that they 
were rifing in arms, whether to confider them as* friends or foes. 

Colonel Baum, accompanied by the loyalift as bis guide, began his 
march. On the firft day Baum furprifed a large body of the enemy 
who had affembled for the purpofe of oppofmg the progrefe of his 
detachment. This body of men, however, were,- from a too 
refined principle of generofity, on the fucceeding day liberated 
by colonel Skeene, the infpeftor-general, who joined the de- 
tachment and fuperfeded the loyalift. This mode of condudl it 
was fuppofed would detach them from the American caiife. Un- 
fortunately however it produced an cSe€t diametrically oppofite ; 
for this very body of the enemy were afterwards the moft formidable 
opponents of the Englifli at Bennington. 

On the fecond day's march of colonel Baum's detachment, they 
captured fome cattle, and routed a fmall part of the enemy near a 
village called Cambridge. Here the colonel received intelli^nce 

Uu 2 that 
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^ xvn ^* '^^^ ^^^ enemy were aflembling from New Hampfliire, and the 
borders of Connedicut, for the defence of Bennington. Neverthc- 
lefs he advanced as far as Walloon Creek, about feven miles from 
Bennington, where the intelligence he had received at Cambridge 
was confirmed, and no doubt remained of a formidable oppoiition. 
In confequence of this information he thought proper to halt, and 
to pod his detachment in as advantageous a manner as poflible« 
This laft meafure he was induced to adopt from the reprefenta- 
tions of a number of loyalifts, under the command of a colonel 
Phifter, who joined him, and acquainted him that the enemy were 
ftrongly intrenched at Bennington, and that, as foon as they had 
received a reinforcement of men, it was intended to attack him. 
Colonel Baum having tranfmitted thefe particulars to general Bur- 
goyne, a detachment of five hundred Germans, under the com- 
mand .of lieutenant-colonel Breyman, was fent to his ailiftance. 
The roads were bad ; nor was the mode in which the Germans 
marched calculated to promote expedition. They halted ten 
times in an hour to drefs their ranks, which, through the em- 
barraffments attending their march, were liable to be broken at every 
turn. 

The American general, Starke, with a body of one thoufahd 
men from New Hampfliire and MalTachufet, was at this period oa 
his route to join general Schuyler. Having received intelligence, 
however, of the approach of colonel Baum, he altered his courfe, and 
haftened towards Bennington, where, joining the continental troops 
under colonel Warner, he fet out on the fixteenth of Auguft, and; by 
ten o'clock in the morning, furrounded colonel Baiim at St. Coieck's ' 
Mill, on Walloon Creek. The German officer, a ftranger to the cqAa- 
try, and to the language of the inhabitants, was at firft perfuaded by 
the loyalifts who had joined him that they, were friends* ^ General, 

Starke, 

\ 
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Starke, however, commencing a furious attack upon him on all C HA p. 

fides, foon convinced him of their error. Neverthelefs he refolved \ ^ ^^^ ,/ 

I *? 7 7 
to make a vigorous defence. For upwards of an hour he endured * 

a terrible difcharge of mufquetry, and during that period drove 
the enemy feveral times from the high ground on which they 
were ftationed* But their number increafing every moment, and Baum and 
colonel Baum having loft his artillery, the German troops were defeated? 
under the neceffity of retreaUng into the woods, leaving their 
commander mortally wounded on the field of battle. ' The faya^es 
who had accompanied colonel Baum behaved ^n a ifha'mefut man- 
ner, retreating at the commencement of the engagement^ jITuflied 
with this viftory, the enemy advanced againft the detachment un- 
der colonel Breyman, who, ignorant of the defeat of Bauih, was 
advancing to his relief; but the tardinefs of their methc^d of n^arcH- 
ing, added to the obfiacles which the roads prefente J, liai retarded 
their progrefs in fuch a manner, that twenty-four hours' were fpent 
in marching fixteen miles. The confequence W2^s, tljat "Breyman 
came up juft in time to join the fiigitives of BaumV dejtachment. 
The Americans began a vigorous attack on Breyman, who ' was 
obliged to retreat, after having made a very gallant reuf^ance, and' 
having expended all his ammunition. The lofs of men in,, thefc 
two engagements amounted to about fix hundred.^ 

This was the firft check which the northern arnjy rejceived, andl. 
indeed it muft be chiefly attributed to the commapder io chief. The 
troops he difpatched on the expedition to Benijington V^^re too few 
in number, and, being foreigners, imprppq^ ,f9r it* »The general 
ought to have re£tified his miftake, when colonel Baumt fent for a 
reinforcement. Had . he fent Frazer's brigade, according to that 
general's requeft, the fatal confcquenc<es, th?it enfued , might 
in all probability have been prev^Ated. ImxnediajCel^ after the^ 

defeaf 
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<^ HA P. defeat of colonel Baum, and the retreat of colonel Breymsin, the 
« ,— v~»^ royal army which had advanced to Saratoga, drew back. 
Fort Staawix I^ the mean time colonel St. Leger had commenced his attack 
invcftcd, ^p^^ p^j^ Stanwix, a fmall fquare log fott with four hellions and 
a ftockaded covered-way, without any other outwoiics. It was de- 
fended by colonels Ganfevert arid Willet, and feven hundred men. 
The commencement of the fiege was attended with very favourable 
circumftances. On the fifth of Auguft colonel St. Leger received 
intelligence that one thoufand provincials, under the comiuuld of 
Attempt to eeneral Harkemer, virefe advancing to the relief rf the fort. Sir 

relicTC It by • j ^ 

plena Har- John Johnfon therefore, with a party of regulars, and a number of 
favages, was difpatched into the woods, where he placed his men in 
ambu£h. The enemy advimced incautioufly, and fell into the trap that 
was laid for tHem* A fudden and linexpeded firi was poured upon them 
from beliind trees and bufhes, and the favages rufliing from their con- 
cealitient,, made a dreadful ilaugliter with their fpears arid tomahawks. 
TlKe enemy, though fuiprifed and fomewhat difmayed, did not retreat 
precipitately, but recovered a riling ground, which enabled them, 
by a kind of running fight, to prefervc about one third of 
their detachment. The number of killed and wounded on the 
part of the enemy amounted to near four hundred. The befieged 
being informed of t^e approach of general Harkemer, made a 
fally UndfercdlorielWillet, which was attended with foriie fuccefs. 
Having received, however, intelligence of the defeat of the provin- 
cials, htf arid another officer undertook a very perilous expedition* 
They penetrated at the dead of night through the camp of the be- 
flegcfs, and travdrfed a fpaceof fifty miles, through deferts, woods, 
and mbraffes,' in otder to bring relief to the fort. The enemy per- 
ceiving that the artillery of the befiegers was too light, and infuffi- 
cierit to make any impreffion on the defences of the fort, treated 
3 every 
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every propofal for a furrender with derifion and contempt; On the 9 ^^ ^ ?• 
twenty-fecond of Auguft a man belonging to tj[ie fprt p^^pofe^y Smmr^^t r 
conveyed himjfelf into the Britifh camp, and declaripd thiit he had * 
efcaped from the enemy at the hazard of hialife, in order to inform 
the Britifh commander that general Arnold^witb .(wo. ^tboufand 
men and ten pieces of cannon, was advancing rapi^y to raife the 
fiege. He alfo acquainted him that. genei;al SUrgQyne h^d been 
defeated, . and his army cut to piec». G>lonel ^U Xeger was not 
intimidated by this information f nor did he give much credit to it; 
but it produced an immediate effect on the favages. The Britifh 
commander called a council of their chie&, and endeavoured, by the 
influence of fir John Johnfon, and the other fuperintendants, co- 
lonels Glaus and *Butler, to induce them not to withdraw their 
afTiilance. Every effi3rt however was incfFedhialj a iafge party of 
the favag^s departed while the council was ^fitting; and the reft 
threatened to follow their example, unleis the Britifh commaader 
would immediately make a retreat. To this mortifying propofition fyj^^ 
he was under the neceflity of acceding. The tents were left ftand- raifethefiege 
ing, and the artillery and ftores fell into the pofleflion of the gar- wix. 
rifon. One of the chief caufes of the failure of fuccefs in this 
expedition was the inadequacy of the force under colonel St. Xeger, 
and the infufficiency and fmaUnefs of the artillery, which were in- 
capable of making any breach on the enemy's works. The fupe* 
riority of the favages in number over the Britifh troops, was another 
caufe. Their fubfequent defertion, and the approach of Arnold, 
rendered a retreat a meafure of neceffity, though it certainly might 
have been conducted in a more regular manner. 

With refped to the intimation of general Arnold's approach to 
the relief of Fort Stanwix, it was in part true. He was advancing 
up the Mohawk River with two thoufand men ; but, in order to 
arrive more fpeedily at the place of his de^a^Bf he had left the 

main 
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^ Yurr ^' ^^^ body, and moved rapidly forward with 'a body of about nine 

' lb. i-i^-— .r hundred men. He arrived at the fort two days after the uegc had 

Gcnml' been raifed. His afliftance being now unneceffary^ he returned 

Sc command '^^^^ ^^^ ^"^7 *^ reinforce general Gates, who had a fliort lime be- 

of the Amc £qyc taken the command of the American army in the north. 

ncanarmym ^ ... 

the north. General Byrgoyne having by unremitting induftry colleded about 

thirty days provifions, and a bridge of boats being conftru^ted in 
lieu of the bridge of lifts which had been carried away by in6efiant 
•rains, the whole army croffed Hudfon's River on the thirteenth and 
fourteenth of September, and encamped on th& heights and plains 
of Saratoga, with a vaft traiA of artillety. The movements of the 
army were of • courfe regulated by. the adva4i(ies of the artillery, 
which were not only retarded by the deftrudion of the bridges, but 
by the rain;, which had rendered the roads lalinoft impafiabie. On 
the nineteenth of September the army, adyaoced in front of the 
enemy at Still Wdter in the following ord^r:. The right wing was 
commanded by general Burgoynje, and covered by general Frazer 
and colonel Breyman, 'with, the grenadiers and light-infantry, who 
were polled along fome high grounds on the right. The front and 
flanks were covered by Indians, Provincials, and Canadians. The 
left wing and artillery were commanded by majors-general Philips 
and Reidefel, who proceeded along the great road. The nature of 
the country preventing the enemy from beholding the different move- 
ments of the 3i^iti(h army, they detached a body of five thoufand 
men to attempt turning the right wing, and attacking general 
Burgoyiie in his rear. Being checked in their defign by general 
Frazer, they made a rapid movement, which the peculiar fituation 
of the country prevented from being difcovered, and advanced to 
Aaion at attack the Britifii line on the right. The engagement began at three 
o'clock ia the afternoon of the nineteenth of September, and con- 
tinued till after fuiirfei. . The enemy were led to the battle by 

general 
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general Arnold^ who diftinguifhed himfelf in an extraordinary 
manner. Unfortunately, the engagament was only partial on 
the part of the Englifh. The chief burden of the battle of courfe 
lay on the regiments which were pofted in the plain. Thefe were 
the twentieth, the twenty-firft, and the fixty-fecond. They be- 
haved with great gallantry and firmnefs, receiving and returning the 
heavy fire of the enemy with equal coolnefs and intrepidity, for the 
fpace of four hours. Several other regiments alfo diftinguifhed 
themfelves. The twenty-fourth regiment, with the grenadiers and 
light-infantry, were for fome time engaged with great fpirit and 
bravery. The German troops were not much in the battle, on ac- 
count of their fituation, which it was not judged advifable to re- 
linquifh. As foon as the battle commenced, major-general Philips 
contrived to convey through a thick part of the wood fome artil- 
lery, which was of eflential fervice. 

The enemy, during the whole of the engagement, were fupplied 
with frefli men by general Gates, who was pofted at a ftar redoubt. 
As day-light clofed they thought proper to retire, and leave the 
Britifh matters of the field of battle. 

The lofs on each fide was nearly equal ; fix hundred being killed 
and wounded on the part of the Britifh, and the fame number on 
the fide of the Americans. It muft be confefled that the engagement 
would have been more decifive on the part of the Englifh, if ge- 
neral Burgoyne had not burdened himfelf with fuch a train of 
artillery as not only rendered his marching tardy, but made it ne- 
cefTary for him to extend his lines more than the nature of his fitiia- 
tion rendered prudent. No folid advantages refulted to the Bntilh 
troops from this encounter. The conduct of the enemy had fully 
convinced every one that they were able to fuftain an attack, in 
open plains with the intrepidity, the fpirit, and the ooolniefs 0f ye* 
terans. For four hours they maintained a conteft band to hand^ 
: Vol. I. X X - and 
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and when they retired, it wAs not becaufe they were conquered^ buf 
becaufe the approach of night made a retreat to their camp abfo-r 
lutely neceflary. 

The Britifli army lay all night on their arms in the field of battle, 
and the next day works were crefted within cannon-fhot of the 
enemy, the right being fortified by ftrong redoubts. It is faid that, 
had the lines of the enemy been attacked on the morning after the 
battle, they would have retreated, their baggage being loaded, and 
cviCry thing prepared for flight, if the Britifh general had thought 
proper to have adopted fuch a meafure. It mud be confefTed, how- 
ever, that fuch an aflertion i^ not fupported by circumftances or pro- 
babilities ; for the manner in which the enemy were pofted was pe- 
culiary ftrong. On thp right, any approach or attack was impradli- 
cable ; and on the kft not to be made without great hazard. The 
intrepidity of captain Jones, of the Britifti artillery, who fell in 
this adion, was particularly diftinguiftied. Few adtions have been 
more remarkable than thi^, for bot^ vigour of attack and obftinacy 
of refiftance. 

Every poflible method was now taken to inform fir William Howd 
and general Clinton of the fituation of general Burgoyne, and argu- 
ments ufed that might induce them to make ^ diverfion in his 
favour. Under the convi&ion that they would adopt fuch a mode 
of condud, he had crofted Hudfon's River, and given up all com- 
munication with the Lakes. He had expected that a diverfion 
would have been made before this period. Such a diverfion wa$ 
indeed made about this time, and that without orders, by fir 
Henry Clinton, againft Forts Clinton and Montgomery in the lower 
parts of Hudfon's River. 

After the battle of StUl Water the favages, as already obferved, 
liad difcovered a difinclinatipn to continue with general Burgoyne. 
Tkcj had been difappointed in their hopes of plunder, and the ' 
3 check 
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check which the Englifh had received at Btennington and Fort chap. 
Stanwix had chilled that ardour and enthufiafm which they had at u, -^— '..y 
firft; manifefled. The feafbn for hunting was now arrived; and *^^^* 
never do they on any pretence forego it/ On this acc6unt they Dcfmiottof 
withdrew their afliftance, and deferted general Burgoyne, deaf to 
every confideration of honour, and unmoved by any reprefentations 
made to them of the diftrefs in Which their feeeffion would involve 
him. The royal army was by this defertion exitremely weakened ; 
but the Britifh general did not think it advifable to retreat froih the 
enemy. 

Both armies lay in fight of each other for fome time, each for- 
tify mg their camp in the ftrongeft msuincr poffible. This delay Was 

extremely beneficial td the Amserkansy mafmuch as it enabled them 

to increafe their number of men, and to obtain a powerful reliiforce-: 
ment of llores and provifions from the fduthera provinces. But 
the American generals were not fiolely emplbyed in fdrtifying their 
camp, or in increding their refduixes.* They knew the embarrafl^ 
ment of general Burgbyne's fitusitionv and the dilemma to' which he 
was reduced. The only probable means of faving himielf from de- 
ftru<aion lay in a retreat. An expedition was therefore planned by 
generals Gates and Arnold,, to preveht the adoptioA of this lall fadj 
meafure, by cutting bflf all conimunicatixMi^ with the Lakea, and^ 
by recovering the poDTeffion of Ticonderoga and MoUnt Irid6-) 
pendence. 

This expedition was eritrufted ta the comniand of colonel Brown, Retreat to 
who with great fecrefy and diligence gained the rtar of the royal *^^'** 
»my undifcovered. He arrived on the eighteenth of September at* 
the north end of Lake George, where one fmall floopand the' boats 
employed in tranfporting provifions to thie army were furprifed and 
taken, with a number of Canadians and a few feamen. Three com*. 

X X 2 panics 
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c HA P. panics of the fifty-third regiment were at the fame time made pri- 
^— — ^ — J loners. Immediately after they had fecured the poITeflioa of the. 
armed veflels, they began to attack Ticonderoga with two pieces of 
cannon, which they had obtained from the captured floop* 

Brigadier-general Powel, who commanded the garrifon, defended 
it for four days againft the attempts of the enemy, who, at the ex-. 
piration of that period, were induced to retire, from an apprehenfion 
of being intercepted in their retreat by a detachment of troops from 
Canada. In their way back the enemy made another attempt upon 
Diamond Ifland, fituated in the fouthern part of the lake, which 
was as unfuccefsful as that made againft Ticonderoga. 
Royal army General Burgoyne's difficulties began how to increafe daily. The 

nearly fur- *^ ' a • r 

rowied. enemy had augmented their ftrength \\\ fuch a manner as to render 
him diffident of the poffibility of making good hjis retreat. His 
army was reduced to little more than five thoufand men, who were 
limited to half the ufual allowance of provifions. The ftock of 
forage was entirely exhaufted, and the horfes were perifihing in, 
great oumbers for the want of it* In addition to thefe circumftances,, 
no intelligence had yet been received of the approach of general 
Qinton, or of the diverfion which was to be made. Environed thus 
by difficulty and danger, general Burgoyne refolved to try the dif- 
pofition of the enemy, to examine the poffibility of advancing, aad 
of diflodging them from their pofts on the left, which would en* 
able him to adopt the melancholy refource of retreating to the lakes* 
Purfuant to this determination he detached a body of fifteen hun- 
dred men, which he headed himfelf, being attended by generals 
Philips, Reidefel, and Frazen The camp was defended on the high 
grounds by generals Hamilton and Specht ; and the redoubts and 
parts adjacent to the river, by brigadier Cell. This detachment had 
icarce formed, within lefs than half a mile of the enemy's intrench- 

ments» 
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•mcnts, when a furious attack was made on the left, where the ere- CHAP. 

XVII, 
nadiers were polled. Major Ackland, who commanded the gre- <- — v— ^ 

nadiers, conduded himfelf with great coolnefs and intrepidity. His ^^'* 
poft was extremely difficult and dangerous, and it was not poflible 
to detach any afliftance to him from the German corps, becaufe the 
fuperiority in number of the enemy enabled them at the fame time to 
extend their line of attack againft them. The right had not yet been 
employed, but it being obferved that the enemy were making a move- 
ment round their flank to prevent their retreat, the light-infantry 
and the twenty-fourth regiment inftantly formed, in order to 
fruftrate the enemy's intentions. 

The left wing in the mean time, overpowered by numbers, was ' 
obliged to retreat, and would inevitably have been cut to pieces, but 
for the intervention of the light-infantry and twenty-fourth regi- 
ment. The whole detachment was now under the neceffity of re- 
tiring, with the lofs of fix pieces of artillery. Scarce had the Bri- 
tifh troops entered the lines when they were again impetuoufly at- 
tacked by the enemy, who, notwithflanding a mofl heavy, fire, 
began a furious afTault upon their intrenchments. They were led 
by the gallant general Arnold, who attacked lord Balcarras's light- 
infantry with great eagemefs. The refiftance was firm, and the 
engagement for a long while doubtful. A wound which Arnold re- 
ceived at length gave the vidlory to the Englifh, and the Americans 
were repulfed from this quarter. In another, however, they were 
more fuccefsful. The intrenchments defended by the German 
troops under colonel Breyman were carried fword in hand. The 
colonel was killed, and his troops retreated, with the lofs of all 
their baggage, artillery, &c. Night clofed the dreadful fcene. The 
Englifh loft, this day, general Frazer, colonel Breyman, and fe- 
veral other oflScers of note, befides a confiderable number of 
wounded. The Americans took upwards of two hundred officers 

and 
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C HA P. privates prifoners ; befides nine pieces of brafs artillery, and the ei*- 
u ^^>- -a campment of a German brigade, with all their equipage. But 

I 7*77 

what was of the greateft confequence, they obtained from the fpoib 
of the field a large fupply of ammunition, under a fcarcity of which 
they had long laboured. 

General Burgoyne was now moft critically fituated. He could 
not continue in his prefent pofition without a certainty of deftruo- 
tion. He therefore refolved to make a total and immediate change 
of pofition. With great fecrefy and filence the whole army re- 
moved, with all their baggage and artillery, to the heights above the 
hofpital during the night. This movement reduced the enemy to 
the neceflity of making a new difpofition. On the fucceeding day, 
the eighth of Oftober, feveral attempts were made to indtice the 
c^emy to hazard a battle. They were however ineffedual, and the 
whole day was occupied in continued fkirmifhes. 

The enemy had refiifed to hazard a battle becaufe they were 
preparing to carry meafures into execution which would have 
immediately completed the ruin of the Britifh army. Thefe were 
to turn general Burgoyne's right, which, if effedled, would have 
inclofed him on all fides. The Britifh general, however, difcovered 
thefe intentions before they were carried into execution. An inftant 
retreat therefore to Saratoga was now the only alternative left. At 
nine o'clock on the evening of the eighth of Odtober the army was 
ordered to relinquifh their pofition on the heights above the hofpital. 
The retreat to Saratoga was efFefted without lofs, and without any 
obftrudiion on the part of the enemy; but it was impoffible, encum- 
bered as the army was with baggage and artillery, to carry off the 
fick and wounded from the hofpital. General Gates, however, 
behaved with his wonted humanity, and the unfortunate tenants of 
the hofpital were treated with all imaginable tendemefs. General 
Burgoyne having ordered the roads and the bridges to be broken in 

their 
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their march forward, the movement of the army in their retreat was CHAP, 
neceffarily tardy. The fords of Fifli Kill Creek, which are fome- u, ^^^.u 
what to the northward of Saratoga, were not pafled till ten o'clock '''^'^^' 
on the fucceeding morning. The enemy, watching every motion 
with the moft anxious attention, had already arrived at this place 
before them ; but on the approach of the Britifli troops, they retired 
over the river Hudfon, to a larger force, which had been detached 
there to obftrudl the paffage of the royal troops. 

An attempt was now made to retreat to Fort George. A detach- 
ment of artificers under a ftrong efcort was accordingly difpatched 
before the army, in order to repair the bridges and open the road to 
Fort Edward. The appearance of the enemy, however, prevented 
the artificers from efFedting their purpofe, and they were under the 
neceffity of making a precipitate retreat on account of the defertion 
of their efcort. The enemy ftretching along'the farther (hore of the 
river Hudfon, annoyed the batteaux of the royal army in fuch a 
manner that they were forced to land the provifions and convey them 
to the camp up a fteep hill, the enemy pouring, during the whole 
time, a moft tremendous fire on the men employed in this fervice. 

Surrounded in this manner by deftruiJiion and difmay, general 
Burgoyne refolved to attempt a retreat by night to Fort Edward, each 
foldier carrying his provifion on his back. The artillery was to be 
leftbehiad, on account of the impoffibility, under the prefent circum- 
ftance, of conveying it away. But even this fad alternative was ren- 
dered impraSicable. While the ^my were preparing to march, in- 
telligence was received that the enemy had already poflefled them- 
felves of the road to Fort Edward, and that they were well provided 
with artillery. In the courfe of the difaftrous events here enume- 
rated, large quantities of baggage, provifions, boats, and other ar- 
ticles, fell into the hands of the Americans ; both regular troops, 
called continentals, and militia* The American militia were fo eager 

after 
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after plunder, that they would often rob the provincial regulars of what 
booty tWy had fecured, and fell it on their own account. Irregularities 
of this kind were carried to fuch a height, that the American com- 
mander, in general orders iflued on the twelfth of Odober, declared 
" that he faw fo many fcandalous and mean tranfadtions committed 
** by perfons who fought more after plunder than the honour of 
doing their duty, that it was his unalterable refolution to have the 
firft perfon who fhould thereafter be detected in pillaging the bag- 
gage and ft ores taken from the enemy tried and punifhed with the 
" utmoft feverity." 

The fituation of general Burgoyne had now attainted the climax 
of difficulty and danger. Inceffant toil had enervated the whole 
army. Out of eight thoufand men, of which the army confifted 
after the capture of Ticonderoga, not more than three thoufand five 
hundred fighting men remained, one half of which only were Bri- 
tifh. Provifions were almoft exhaufted, and no hope remained of 
procuring a frefh fupply. Added to this, an enemy four times 
greater in point of number, and increafing every day, almoft en-* 
circled them. An engagement was ftudioufly avoided by the Ame- 
ricans, Vjn account of their knowledge of the defperate fituation of 
the Britifli troops ; and the enemy were pofted in fo advantageous a 
n^anner that they could not be attacked. 

Every hope of relief being now at an end, on the thirteenth of 
0£tober 1777, general Burgoyne ordered an exad ftatement to be 
made of the ftock of provifions, which was found not to exceed 
feven or eight days fubfiftence for the troops. 

The general inftantly called a council of war, at which not only 
field officers but every captain was ordered to affift. 
ConYcntion After fome confultation on the emergency of affairs, it was una- 
Gatcfc. Tiimoufly refolved to enter into a convention with general Gates, 

The following were the fteps preliminary to it ; 

No. 
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Odober 13, 1777. 1777- 

Lieutenant-general Burgoyne is defirous of fending a field-officer 
with a meffagc to major-general Gates, upon a matter of high mo- 
ment to both armies. He requefts to be informed at what hour ge- 
neral Gates will receive him to-tnorrow morning. 
Major-general Gates. 

Anfwer. 

Major-general Gates will receive a field-officer from lieutenant- 
general Burgoyne at the advanced poft of the army of the United 
States at ten o'clock to-morrow morning, from whence he will be 
conduiSted to head-quarters. 

Camp at Saratoga^ nine o'clock P. M. thirteenth Odobera 
Ueutenant-general Burgoyne. 

No. II. ' ' 

Major Kingfton delivered the following meflage to major-general 

Gates, Oaober 14, 1777. 

After having fought you twice, lieutenant-general Burgoyne has 
waited fome days in his.prefent pofition, determined to try a third 
confli<3L againft any force you could, bring ^gainft him. He is ap- 
prifed of the fuperiority of your numbers, and the difpofition of 
your troops to impede his fupplies, and. render his retreat a fcene of 
carnage on both fides. In this fituation he is impelled by. huma- 



able terms. Should major-general Gates be' inclined to treat upon 
that idea, general Burgoyne would propofe a ceflation of arms 
iluring thctfitfePnkfefraty td comtiiunlcS^ t'erm^,- by 

whWWi^fiih^f'^e^ an'* Hi^ kfnry mbatt to abide. *-- ' 

• ^' Vol. I. Y y No. 
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No. III. 

Major-general Gates's Propofals, together with Lieutenant-general 

Burgoyne's Anfwers* 

1. General Burgoyne's army being exceedingly reduced by re- 
peated defeats, by defertion, ficknefs, &c. their provifions exhaufted^ 
their military horfes, tents, and baggage taken or deftroyed, their 
retreat cut off, and their camp invefted, they can only be allowed 
to furrender prifoners of war. 

jinf. Lieutenant-general Burgoyne's army, however reduced, will 
never admit that their retreat is cut off while they have arms in 
their hands. 

2. The oflScers and foldiers may keep the baggage belonging to 
them. The generals of the United States never permit individuals 
to be pillaged. 

3. I'he troops under his excellency general Burgoyne will be 
conduced by the moft convenient route to New England, march- 
ing by eafy marches, and fufficiently provided for by the way. 

jinf. This article is anfwered by general Burgoyne's firft propofal, 
which is here annexed. 

4. The officers will be admitted on parole ; may wear their fide 
arms, and will be treated with the liberality cuftomary in Europe, 
fo long as they, by proper behaviour, continue to deferve it ; but 
thofe who are apprehended having broke their parole, as fome Bri- 
tifli oflScers have done, muft expedt to be clofe confined. 

Anf. There being no oflScer in this army under, or capable of 
being under the defcription of breaking jparole, this article needs 
no anfwer. 

5. All public ftores, artillery, arms, ammunition, carriages, liodt% 
&c. muft be delivered to commiffaries appointed to receive thenu 



1777- 



AMERICAN WAR. 347 

AnJ. All public ftorcs may be delivered, arms excepted. C HA p. 

6. Thefe terms being agreed to^ and figned, the troops under 
his excellency general Burgoyne's command may be drawn up in 
their encampments, where they will be ordered to ground their 
arms, and may thereupon be marched to the river fide to be paiTed 
over in their way towards Bennington. 

Anf. This article inadmiffible in any extremity. Sooner than this 
army will confent to ground their arms in their encampment, they 
will rufli on the enemy, determined to take no quarter. 

7. A ceflation of arms to continue till fun-fet, to receive general 

Burgoyne's anfwer. 

(Signed) Horatio Gates* 

Camp at Saratoga, October 14, 1777* 

No. IV. 

Lieutenant-general Burgoyne's Propofals, together with Major- 
general Gates's Anfwers. 

The annexed anfwers being given to major-general Gates's pro- 
pofals, it remains for lieutenant-general Burgoyne, and the army 
under his command, to ftate the following preliminary articles on 
their part: 

I. The troops to march out of their camp with the honours of 
war, and the artillery of the intrenchments, which will be left as 
hereafter may be regulated, 

1. The troops to march out of their camp with the honours of 
war, and the artillery of the intrenchments to the verge of the river 
where the Old Ford flood, where their arms and artillery muft be 
left. 

2. A free paflage to be granted to this army to Great Britain, 
upon condition of not ferving again in North America during the 

Y y 2 prefent 



348 HISTOHY OF THE 

^ xvn ^* prefent conteft, and a proper port to be affigned for the entr^r of 
t — V 9 tranfports to receive the troops wherever general Howe fhall fo 

order. ^ .-j . ' 

. a. Agreed to, for the port of Bofton* 

3. Should any cartel tafce place, by which this army, or any part 
of it, may be exchanged, the foregoing article to be void, as far as 
fuch exchange fhall be made. 

3. Agreed. . 

4. All officers to retain their carriages, bat-horfes, and other cat- 
tle ; and no baggage to be moleffed or fearched, the Iieuteiiant-igje- 

. neral giving his honour that, there are no public (tores fecTeled 
therein. Major-general Gates will of courfe take the necjsflary mea- 
fures for the fecurity of this aiticle. 

4. Agreed. 

5. Upon the march, the. officers are not to be feparated from their 
men ; and in quarters the officers fhall be lodged according to rank, 
and arc not to be hindered from aflfembling their men for roll-calling 
and other neceflary purpofes of regularity. 

5. Agreed to, as far as circumftances will admit* 

6. There are various corps in this army compofed of failors, bat- 
teau-men, artificers, drivers, independent companies, and followers 
of the army ; and it is expedled that thofe perfons, of whatever 
country, fhall be included in the fuUeft fenfe and utmoft extent of 
the above articles,, and comprehended in every refpedt as Britifh 
lubjeds. 

6. Agreed to in the fulleft extent.. 

7. All Canadians and perfons belonging to the eftablifhment im 
Canada to be permitted to return there^ 

7. Agreed* 

8. PafTporta 
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8. Paifoom to be' immediately granted for three officerlj ftot.jex- ^^ii^^* 



ceeding the rank of captain, -who ihail t^ appointed by.geacral Bufv 
goyne to carry difpatchos to fir W^: Hpwd, fir G.. Garletoii, ahd^tO 
Great Br|tai£i by the way of New York, an^ the public faith to be 
engaged that thefe difpatches areik* to be-opened^v : i 'r > >iy .. i . . -j 

9. Thefbiregding Articles are h) be cbhfidei'id only ii J>i:eKi!nirifet^ 
for framing i treaty^ in th^ tourfe of whicA others thay Atifc td l!it 
cbn(id^!*d by both par«ie& ; for. which piirpofe it wprqpxbfcd fhat 
twa^e^s t^f each Atmyfihali meet and rqpbrttheir fleTibepationsfti 
tlieif refp'e'iSive generals. - •" ■•-'■ . "• •• •;-^-. '■ r •■•''' '-'^ ^-'^' ;■ -^'^^ ^"* 

-9. This capitulation t(> be fini(h*d by two o*clacki'this ^day,^ and 
the troops to march from their encarhpment at fii^, 'atJdi bftiix^^ffeai. 
dinefs to move towards Bofton tOHOiorrow mornif^: ; -.!T .;. 

I Q. Lieutenant-general Burgoyne will fend his deputy afljutant- 
general to receive major-geiieral Gates*s anfwer to-ihbrrow niorning 
at ten oMock.' 

10. Complied with. 

^ ^ (Signed) Horatio Gat^ts. 

Sarotbga, Odober 15, 1777. 

On the following day the fubfequent articles of convention be- 
tween lieutenant-general Burgoyne and major-general Gates were 
fettled, 

I. The troops under lieutenant-general Burgoyne to march out of 
their cainp with the honours of war, and the artilleiy of the in- 
trenchments to the verge of the river wh6re the Old Ford ftood, 
where the arms and artillery are to be left j the arms to be piled by 
word of command from their own officers^ 

3. A 
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2. A free paflage to be granted the army under lieutenant-general 
Burgoyne to Great Britain, on condition of not ferving again in 
North America during the prefent contcft ; and the port of Boflon 
is afligned for the entry of tranfports to receive the troops when- 
ever general Howe fhall fo order. 

3. Should any cartel take place by which the army under ge- 
neral Burgoyne, or any part of it, may be exchanged, the foregoing 
article to b£ void, as far as fuch exchange fhall be made. 

4. The army under lieutenant-general Burgoyne to march to 
Maflachufet's Bay by the eafieft, moft expeditious, and convenient 
route ; and to be quartered in, near, or as convenient as poffible to 
Bofton, that the march of the troops may not be delayed when 
tranfports arrive to receive them. 

5. The troops to be fupplied, on their march and during their 
being in quarters, with provilions, by major-general Gates*s orders, 
at the fame rate of rations as the troops of his own army ; and, if pof- 
fible, the oflScers' horfes and cattle to be fupplied with forage at the 
ufual rates. 

6. All offijcers to retain their carriages, bat-horfes, and other 
cattle ; and no baggage'to be molefted or fearched, lieutenant-general 
Burgoyne giving his honour that there are no public (lores fecreted 
therein. Major-general Gates will of courfe take the neceflary 
meafures for a due performance of this article. Should any car- 
riages be wanted during the march, for the tranfportation of officers 
baggage, they are, if poffiblc, to be fupplied by the country at the 
uTu^ji r^tes. 

7. Upon the march, and during the time the army fhjall remain 
in quarters in the Maffachufets Bay, the officers are not to be fepar- 
rated from their men, as far as circumftances will admit. The 
officers are to be quartered according to their rank, and are not to 

6 be 
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be hindered from aflembling their men for roll-callings, and other C HA P. 
neceffary purpofes of regularity. 

8. All corps whatever of general Burgoyne's army, whether 
compofed of failors, batteau-men, artificers, drivers, independent 
companies and followers of the array, of whatever country, 
fhall be included in the fuUeft fenfe and utmoft extent of the above 
articles, and comprehended in every refpedl as Britifh fubjefts. 

9. All Canadians and perfons belonging to the Canadian eftablifh- 
ment, confiding of failors, batteau-men, &c. are to be permitted to 
return there j they are to be conduced immediately by the fhorteft 
route, to the firft Britifh port on Lake George, are to be fupplied 
with provifions in the fame manner as the other troops, ai;id are to 
be bound by the fame condition of not ferving during the prefent 
conteft in North America. 

10. Paflports to be immediately granted for three officers, not 
exceeding the rank of captains, who (hall be appointed by lieutenant- 
general Burgoyne to carry difpaches to fir William Howe, fir Guy 
Carleton, and to Great Britain by the way of New York; and 
major-general Gates engages the public faith that thefe difpatches 
are not to be opened, Thefe officers are to fet out immediately, 
after receiving their difpatches, and are to travel the fhorteft route, 
and in the moft expeditious manner. 

11. During the ftay of the troops in the MafTachufets Bay, the 
officers are to be admitted on parole, and are to be permitted to 
wear their fide-arms. 

12. Should the army under lieutenant-genera^ Burgoyne find It 
neceflary to fend for tjbeir clothing, and other baggage from Ca- 
nada, they are to be permitted to do it in the moft expeditious man* 
nier, and the neceflary paffports granted for that.purppf^. 

13. Thefe 
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^ 13. Thefe articles'are tc?be mutually figAcd and cichanged to- 

^^ morrow morning at nine o'clock; and the trodps under lioutenantt 

^^ general. Burgoyne are to m^rcjii out-cf their intrenjchments at three 

o'clock in the afternoon. . • . .. . ^ 

., . rtouATio Ga^tj&s, Major-general. 

Camp at Saptoga, Oft. 16, 1777- ; ^ 

To prevent any doubts that might arife from lieutenant^tierai 
•Burgoyne*8 name not being mentioned in the above* treaty, -m^r- 
general Gate* hereby declares that he is underftood to be eoiftpre^ 
iiehded in it as folly as if bi» name had been . fpeclfidally -men- 
tioned. - ^' • -^ - . . .; !. : ; .: 

- - - :■ itbRATio Gates. ^ 



General Gates's condudt in this melancholy- event was peculiarly 
generous and humane; It is faid. that when the Britifh troc^s piled 
their arms he would not fuffer his own men to. be witnefs to the fad 

The number -of- men wlio furrendered, amounted, including Ca- 
nadians and Provincialsy to. near fix thoufand. The fick and 
wounded in the hofpitals amounted tp fix hundred ; and it was com- 
puted that the lofs in killed, taken, and deferted, fubfequent to the 
capture of Ticonderoga, was near three thoufand n\pn. The artil- 
lery taken, cpofifted pf thirty-five piecejs of different dimenfions. 

Such was the' jmeTanchoJy event of a campaign from which the 
moft important benefits were predicted. The tardinefs of movement, 
however, occafioned by the large and fuperfluous train of artillery 
Which general'BSrgoyne eame* wk4i him, cettainly co!ntributed not 
a^ li\:tle'tb pr«^c^'th6fe difaftets- aftd'diftrefitfs*^ which 4t Ifehgtii bv«r- 
whetirtedhim; ButWScing the failirre of his expedition further back^ 
it will be foudd^tft^'ha^W biien ioccfcfKined sJfo t)y other caufcs, which, 
: though 
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though when"confidered fingly, may be deemed only remote, yet, con- 
denfed into one general profpedt, they will be found to haye imme- 
diately produced that fatal confummation which has already been 
recorded. 

- During the winter of 1776 no fteps whatever were taken in Ca- 
nada to provide horfes, carts, or forage, for the expedition that was 
to take place in the enfuing year: It was not till the tenth of June 
X777 that any contract was made for thofe articles. This tardinefs 
of conduct delayed the movement of the army for three weeks, and 
rendered every fubfequent operation equally flow ; for the carriages 
for the tranfport fervice being conftruded in hafte, and of frefli un- 
feafoned wood, were infuflScient for the purpofes for which they 
were defigned, and were almoft all deftroyed on the road to Fort 
Edward, This circumftance detained the army fo long at Fort Ed- 
ward, that it ultimately occafioned the unfortunate, ill-condu£ted 
expedition to Bennington. The defeat of colonels Baum, Breyman^ 
and St. Leger, enervated the Britifli caule in au extraordinary degree. 
There were feveral of the inhabitants who were not attached to 
either party by principle, and who had refolved to join themfelves 
to that which fliould be fuccefsful. Thofe men, after the difafters 
at Bennington and Fort Stanwix, added a fudden and powerful in- 
creafe of ftrength to the Americans. 

General Burgoyne, it was generally thought, after his difappoint- 
ment, and the defeat at Bennington, ought not by any means to 
have crofled the Hudfon. Any* attempt to proceed to Albany was 
then improper. The diftance from Fort Edward was fixty-four 
miles; the road was difficult and dangerous, being commanded by 
high and ftrong grounds, where an a€live enemy, well acquainted 
with the country, had many advantages, even with an inferior 
force.' General Burgoyne fliould have pofted himfelf, it was faidj 
on the heights of Fort Edward j which would have fecured a com- 

VoL, I. Z z piunication 



CHAP. 

XVII. 



1777. 



354 HISTORY Ot THE 

c HA P. municatlon with Canada, and enabled him to advance or to retreat 
\»m ■^N'— 7 according to contingent circumftances. He was cenfured alfo for 

I inn 

remaining fo long at Skeneiborough, and confuming eighteen days 
in making roads through morafles and fwamps. Had he returned 
to Ticonderoga, and croffed Lake St. George, he would have reached 
Fort Edward at leaft ten or twelve days fooner. He fhould have 
detached general Frazer from Skenefborough to Fort George ; by 
which means a quantity of provifions and ftores, deftined by the 
Americans for Ticonderoga, would have been fecured, as well as a 
fupply of carts, waggons, and draft bullocks. This condud would 
have enabled him to have penetrated to Albany before the enemy 
were fufficiently powerful ta oppofe him. Another caufe of the 
failure of the. expedition was the want of a fyftem of co-ope- 
ration between general Burgoyne and general Carleton, and the 
negledl of fir William Howe to take any fteps to facilitate the 
operations of the northern army. When general Burgoyne found 
himfelf under the neceflity of relinquifhing the communication 
with Canada, he wrote to general Carleton, requefting, in the mod 
prefling terms, that he would fend a regiment to garrifon Ticonde- 
roga, that he might take the regiment then on duty there with 
him, and thereby endeavour ftill to preferve a communication with 
Canada. This favour, however, was pofitively refufed. General Bur- 
goyne was alfo difappointed in not receiving an increafe of ftrength 
by the jundion of a body of loyalifts on his advancing be- 
yond Ticonderoga. Offended with general Carleton for refufing 
to invefl Ticonderoga in the preceding year, they refolvcd ta 
remain inadive, and to afford no affiftance to the Britifh army. 
But indeed the grand caufe was the appointment of general Bur- 
goyne in preference to general Carleton. Of the former, it muft 
be allowed that he poffeffed courage, a tolerable degree of military 
knowledge, with much addrefs* The latter had many of thefe 

qualities^ 
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qualities, with the addition of a knowledge of the country, ite C H A P. 
refource^, and its local flrength and v^aknefs. He was like- 
wife well acquainted with the temper and dlifpofkion of the ior- 
habitants* 

The unfortunate Burgoyne, reduced from the lofty language of 
his proclamation to the ftyle of defence and recrimination, en- 
deavoured to lay the blame of his mifcarriages upon fir William 
Howe, for not having fent a force jGor co-operation up the North 
•River to Albany; on lord George Germaine, the Britiih fe- 
cretary of ftate, for having tied up his hands by orders 
pofitive and unqualified, in inftances where latitude fhould be 
given to a general to adjt according to circumftances ; and on 
the (lownefs with which the Germans had marched to Ben* 
nington, the centre and fource of his mbfortunes« But it was 
urged, in anfwer to all the general's excufes, that the force put 
into his hands for the intended march through Canada^ was nearly, if 
not fully, equal to vrhat he himfelf had demanded : That he ought 
not, on any doubtful profpeQ: of a co-operating army from New 
York, to have given up his communication with the Lakes; and 
that his condud, in fending fo fmall a detachment to Benning- 
ton, and this confifling of foreigners, and of all foreigners the 
iloweft in their motions, was an abfurdity bordering on infa-- 
tuation. 

It was alfo contended, on the iffue of Burgoyne's unfortunate 
expedition, that he had carried along with him a quantity of artil- 
lery totally incompatible with that celerity of movement on which 
his fuccefs entirely depended. If a jundure afterwards arofe which 
feemed to demand this formidable apparatus, it was the very move- 
ment of that apparatus that created the neceflity of employing it. 
The army was confined in its operations to the motions of the 
artillery ; and the enormous delays, occafioned in a great degree by 
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C HA P. the flownefs of its progrefs, gave time to the provincials to re- 
\^ ^^^ ^; cover from their panic, and again to collect that army which had 
been completely difperfed. Whereas, had he advanced rapidly, 
without incumbrance or delay, he would neither have found men 
to oppofe nor works to interrupt his progrefs through the country* 
But not only had general Burgoyne embarraffed himfelf with every 
incumbrance that could retard the progrefs of an army ; he had 
adopted a route calculated to add to every delay, and to augment 
every difficulty. Inftead of the diredl and common road to Hudr- 
fon's River, by the way of Lake George, he ^lad thought proper, 
at the expence of much time and labour, to cut a road through an 
extent of country the moft difficult and impradlicable. If general 
Gates himfelf, it was faid, had directed his operations, he could 
not have planned meafures more conducive to the completion of his 
own views. The flight from Ticonderoga had made fuch an im- 
preffion on the fpirits of the Americans, that it was impoffible im- 
-mediately to coUeft an army, or to infpire them with that confidence 
which is neceflary to enftire fuccefs ; but in time that impreffion 
would wear off, unlefs it fhould be continued or renewed by the 
rapid movements of the king's troops. When, inftead of fuch 
movements, they faw thofe troops wafting days, weeks, and months, 
without making the fmalleft progrefs, it is no wonder that they re- 
covered their fpirits, and aflembled in much greater force than ever. 
In the whole of general Burgoyne's vindication, it was obferved, 
his method was to ftate a neceffity for every one of his meafures 
taken fingly, and not as links of one chain or fyftem of adion, 
taking care to pafs over one material drcumftance, that tbat nccejfity 
invariably originated, on his own part, from fome previous omiffion 
or blunder. The deportment of this commander, after the furrea* 
der of his army, was as pitiful as his condudt before that melan- 
choly event was weak and unfortunate. He refufed, having beea 

fet 



3^8 HISTORY OF THE 



CHAP. XVIII. . 

Expedition tip the North River under Sir Henry Clinton — Redu&ion 
of the Forts Montgomery and Clinton. — Burning of JEfopus. 

CHAP. K BODY of recruits arrived from Europe at New Yotk about 

\_ -^- J the clofe of September 1777. This reinforcement enabled 

Expedition ^^^ Henry Clinton to undertake an expedition which he could not 

up^thc North before have attempted, without leaving the defences of New York 

fir Henry too feebly guarded. It may here be obferved, that the fituation of 

Clinton* 

New York, commanded in a variety of points, which were thence 
of necelfity to be occupied by the Britifh, had a very unfavourable 
influence on the condud of the war ; for the proteftion of that 
great depofitary of our ftores required fo confiderable a number of 
men as moft materially cramped exertion in the field. The object 
of fir Henry Clinton's expedition was to take pofleffion of the forts 
which forbad the pafTage of our veffels up to Albany ; and the 
ulterior view in the meafure was not fo much to create a diverfion 
in favour of general Burgoyne (the necelfity of which was not fuf- 
pefted), as to open a communication which might have been im- 
portant when that commander fhould have fixed himfelf at Albany. 
The enterprife was entirely fpontaneous on the part of fir Henry 
Clinton, and was condudled with more energy than moft of the mi- 
litary operations that took place in America. A force amounting 
nearly to three thoufand men was embarked on board craft of dif- 
ferent kinds, convoyed by fome fliips of war under the command 
of commodore Hotham. This armament proceeded up the Hudfon 

to 
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to Verplink's Point, on the eaft (hore of that river (forty miles from CHAP. 
New York), which ftation of the enemy lord Rawdon had fome time v, ,- [j 
before been difpatched to reconnoitre in a frigate. The landing* ^ 
places being defended only by flight breaflworks with two twelve- 
pounders, and the corps ftationed there being fearful that their 
retreat might be cut off at the neck of the peninfula, the de- 
barkation was made with little or no refiftance, and the firft troops 
who landed, purfuing rapidly the flying enemy, obliged them to 
abandon one of the twelve-pounders. Sir Henry Clinton pafl!ed 
the night upon this peninfula. This feint had the eflfedl which it 
was hoped it might produce; for it infpired general Putnam, who 
commanded in that diftridt, with the opinion that fir Henry Clinton 
meant to pufli through the eaftern highlands, in order to co-operate 
with Eurgoyne. Putnam, under this perfuafion, haftened with two 
thoufand men, principally drawn from the forts, to occupy the 
pafles on the eaftern fhorc. On the fixth of 0<3:ober at day-break, 
two thoufand one hundred men, without any artillery, were trant* 
ported to Stoney Point, on the weftern bank of the river j the 
remainder of the troops being left to fecure Verplanks. The only 
road from Stoney Point to the forts (at leaft the only one without a 
prodigious circuit) was a path acrofs the Donderberg, a very fteep 
mountain, which with its precipices overhangs the North Riven 
As the path would not admit above three men to march abreaft, and 
by its windings would have expofed the troops, during their paflTage, 
to be deftroyed at the pleafure of any force ftationed at the top of the 
hill, the moft trifling guard would have been fuflGicient to have 
rendered the attempt of the Britifh abortive. The very diflSculties 
however of the attempt fecured the paflfage to fir Henry Clinton; 
this having induced the Americans to fuppofe that it was fuperfluous 
to watch it ; and a fmall advanced guard, fent forward to explore if 

the 
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^ xvm ^' ^^^ P^^^ ^^^ undefended, having made a fignal that the coaft was 

v.— V — -^ clear, the main body of the Britilh afcended the hill with all pofFible 

expedition. Having refted a while, they traverfed the fummit, and 

defcended on the oppofite fide, at the bottom of which they ftum- 

bled upon a detachment fent too tardily for the defence of the pais* 

The difperfion of this fmall corps deftroyed the hope that the forts 

might be furprifed j but the enterprife was not thence profecuted 

with lefs refolution. The diftance from Stoney Point to the fort is 

twelve miles ; but the nature of the country rendered the march fo 

flow and fatiguing, that it wanted but about an hour of funfet whea 

the Britifh arrived within a mile of their deftination. They feparated 

into two columns : The one, confiding of nine hundred men, under 

lieutenant-colonel Campbell of the fifty-fecond regiment, was def- 

S?l2rt8°°^ tined for the attack of Fort Montgomery; whilft the remainder, 

Montgomery under the immediate command of fir Henry Clinton, were to ftorm 

andClintoiu . it. r 

the ftronger poft of Fort Clinton. The two forts were only divided 
by a creek called Poplop's Kill, which empties itfelf into the Hudfon's 
River, communicating by a wooden bridge of confiderable length 
acrofs that ftream. The aflault was made upon both forts at the 
fame inftant. The point aflailed at Fort Montgomery, was not very 
ftrong, either from fituation or works, nor did the enemy make a 
very obftinate refiftance ; fo that the fort was carried by our troops 
with little lofs, excepting that the death of fo valuable an oflScer as 
lieutenant-colonel Campbell muft be confidered as material in the 
balance againft the fuccefs. Almoft all the garrifon, confifting of 
eight hundred men, made their efcape. 

Againft Fort Clinton the enterprife was more ferious j the fort 
was built upon a rocky elevation, the only approach to which, for 
the Britifli troops, was over a fpecies of pafs of about four hun- 
dred yards fquare, between a lake and a precipice which overhung 

the 
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the HudTon^s Riyer. Thi? fpot was covered with felled trees, fp C ^^ P- 
that the approach of the aflailants could not be conduced with ra- 
l^idity or yitji muchregulfyrity, and ten pieceis of artillery bore upon 
th^t narrp^ pafs, Fbilft the Britifh had not a fmgle cannon to cover 
their aflault. Their only chance cpnfifted in preffing forward with 
as much velocity as the ground would admit ; and the troops were 
ftri^ly ordered iipon no account to fire. The flank companies of 
tjie feyenth 4od t;weaty-fixth regiments, with a comfpany of Anfpach 
,|;r€5padiers, led the attack upon one point, whilft the fixty-third 
regiment endeavoured^to penetrate at another. 

In no inftance during the American yirar was more invincible re- 
solution exhibited than in this sittack. The Britifli and foreign 
troops pr^^ed forward filently, under a dreadful fire, and arriving 
at the foot of the work, aftually puftied one another up ipto the 
embrs^fures. The ga^fon, co.nfifting of four hundred men, for a 
little while longer cpntefted the rampart. Some of our men were 
killed in the very embrafures, and feyeral were wounded with bay- 
onets in the flxuggle; fo that it muft be admitted the Americans 
defended themselves courageoufly. At length the rampart was 
cleared. The Americans retiring to the other fide of the efplanadc, 
difcharged a laft volley, and threw down their arms. Notwith- 
ftanding this provocation, there was not a fingle man of the 
enemy put to death, except fuch as fell in the adual ftruggle upon 
the rampart. This fadl we mention, not only as difplaying a moft 
generous .moderation on the part of the vidors, contrary to what 
ufually happens in fuch aflaults, but as refuting an impudent afler- 
tion advanced in fome of the French accounts, that the whole garrifon 
had been put to death by their conquerors. We arc happy in refcuing 
from ^hefhade which the magnitude of general Burgoyne's misfortune 
at the time threw over it, an enterprife equally worthy of atten- 
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^ xvui ^' **^^^ ^^^ ^^^ boldnefs and the degree of ihjurjr' thaf it aid" to' 
S — /-— ' enemy. -'-■-*• 

' "* The lofs on the part of the aflailants was not fo fevere as migh^ 

have been expeded, for it amounted to only one hundred and forty- 
killed and wounded. About three hundred of the*'Americans were 
killed, wounded, and taken prifoners. 

The fmall lofs of the Bridfh is only to be accounted for by the duffc, 
and by the American artillery being ferved with more attention to 
quicknefs in firing than accuracy in pointing. Captain Stewart, who 
commanded the grenadiers, and major Sill, who led the fixty-third 
regiment, were killed upon the fpot, both pierced with many wotmds. 
'Count Graboufky, a Polifli nobleman, who had croffed the Atlantic 
on purpofe to make a campaign as a volunteer with the Britifh, like- 
wife fell on this occafion. But his death was attended with a little 
circumftance which ought to be mentioned in honour to his me- 
"^mory. He had advanced to the ftorm in company with lord Raw- 
don amongft the grenadiers, but was feparated from him amongft 
the felled trees, which forced every man to find a path for himfelf. 
Arriving at the foot of the work he fell, after having received three 
balls : When giving his fword to a grenadier, he conjured him, with 
his expiring voice, to deliver it to lord Rawdon, and to affure his 
lordftiip that he died in a manner becoming one who had fliared the 
dangers of fuch gallant troops. 

It is not amifs here to corred an error which has crept 
into former accounts, from an expreffion ufed by fir Henry 
Clinton, with a view of doing juftice to the zeal of the fquadron 
under commodore Hotham. In the Annual Regifter it is men- 
tioned as one of the circumftances which fliook the courage of 
the Americans, and llackened their refiftance, that the Britifh gal- 
lies advanced fo near as to ftrike the walls of the fort with their 
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C H^.A p. liappfeHexi to 1)6 fo adveifei that it i^ks fodh fbfihd irfipraalcable t« 
corttt)i6te their fefcajpe ; tipoh which the creivs ^ulttfed tKe VeScIs ih 
ttiar Mb; t)i-evibufly fettihg fite to the fngdtefe iM grilles. Tlie 
flames fuddeiiiy brbfce foith j and, as fevcrjr fMl ^^ fet, the vcHHs 
foori became liiagiiiiScfent pyi^mids of fiirc. The refldftion 'oh Hie 
fteep face of the oppbfite 'mbilntaihi arid the Ibh^ triih of riirfdjr 
light that fhohe upon the water for ia jprrodigibtt^ diRkrfcti Bitd i 
wonderTiil effea ; whilft the ear v^ awftlliy filled with the coii^ 
tinned echoes from the rbcky fliorei; as the flames giladPktedly rfeached 
the cannon. The whole was fablicftely terminkted \)f thie cxjpfoifrony, 
which again left all to darkriefs. 

No fooner was the rediidion of the Forts Montgcri(ii#y inii Lin- 
ton known, than Fort Cbnftitution, on a rock foine ^ftt highe** lip 
the river, was demoliflied without the oi^^ers of the gdVcfndr, ^d 
without a removal of the artillery arid ttores*. ^ 

Not far from the ifbrts, thus reduced or demcffifhed, lay a iierir 
fctttement called the Continental Village, which contahled t>artkfe 
for fifteen hundred men, Thefe, befides feverd ^cfrt-hbufes ahd 

* Return of Camion^ Siorefi, Ammunition, kc. taken and deftrojed upon the Expedition 
up the North River, OAobcr 6, 1777. 

Cannon— -Thirty-two pounders 6 ; eighteen pounders 3 ; twelve poiitiders 7 ; nine "pound* 
crs 3 ; fix pounders 41 ; four pounders 3 ; three pounders 2; two pounders 2. Total 67, 

Two frigates built for 30 and 36 guns were burnt by the Americans on tke forts being ta&en. 
The guns aboard them, and two gallies which were Ifliewife burnt, amounied'tolflfbove 50. 
One doop with 10 guns fell into our hands. The whole loJb therefore is above 100 pieces. 

Powder.-->54 calks ; 1 1 i barrels ; 12,236 lb. excluiive of what was aboard the veflels. 

Cartridges fitted.— 1852 cannons 57,396 mufquet. 

Cannon (hot.— 9530 roimd ^ S86 double headed 124S3 grape *iind cafe ; 36 cWt. I'qr. ijflb. 
hngndgc. 

For mnfquets.— 1279 wt. of ball ; 1 16 wt. of buck-(hot ; 5^400 flints. 

Every article belonging to the laboratory in the greateft perfe6Uon. Other (lores, fuch as 
port-fires, match, hamefs, (pare gun carriages, tools, inilrumenU, Sec. '1Scc. in -great plenty. 

I loaded 
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MBtld WafegtJH8, df iht atttclejt fcofttdin«d ifi %likh fift iccodnt could C HA P. 

A fervicft Wis h6^»* timfajpltttdj Which, it WM illitgift«d^ might 
opfch feffehtlal tothttufticSitifta With gfeiicSPftl Bttf goyiic ; of trhofe 
diftrefs the moft remote fufpicion was not then etitertail^. 

Wliilft the ftttit Wis bA its |>aflakgt frdfii New fork t^ the forts, 
ah officier ftbtfi gehttSd feiMrgeyAA^ Wh6 hid iiWade tiife way throogh 
thercmhtry ln«fg<ii^, *«ife!h«d tit tlftllry Ofttton ; but tht objed of 
his million was only to folicit the facilitation of general Bufgoyne't 
progrefs by fome fuch expedition as that in which the officer found 
fir Henry Clinton engaged. 

The day after the capture of the forts another officer from the 
northern army reached fir Henry Clinton, and his reprefentation 
alfo amounted only to this point. That if general Burgoyne did not 
hear of co-operation by the tenth of Odtober, he fliould, on that October. 
day, be conftrained, by the terror of wanting provifions, to return 
to Fort Edward. The ignorance of the difficulties which at that 
time furrounded general Burgoyne's army is the lefs to be lamented, 
as it does not appear that it would have been practicable for fir 
Henry Clinton to have taken any fteps which could at all have fuc- 
coured that army. 

A flying fquadron under fir James Wallace was now fent up the 
river, defl:roying a number of veflels as they failed along. Under 
cover of this naval force, general Vaughan, on the thirteenth of 
Odober, with a detachment from the little army under fir Henry 
Clinton, landed at iEfopus Creek, where he found two batteries ; one 
of two, another of three guns; and an armed galley at the mouth of 
the Creek. The Americans made little refiftance j but, abandoning 
the batteries and row-galley, took to flight. 

From 
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CHAP. 
XVIII. 



From this place the general continued his march about five imle» 
farther to the town of ^opus ; which, having been fired atbv fome 

1777 

iEfopus ' people as he entered it, he reduced to aflies with a vaft collection 
""^^ of ftores and provifions. A few of the townfmen, and fome of the 

country people, alleilibled j but, after making fome fhew of oppo- 

fition, drew back. 

Sir James Wallace at the Yame time deftroyed the (hipping and 

fmall craft that had taken fhelter in the creek which leads up to the 

town. Our troops, having performed thefe fervices, re-embarked 

for New- York. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Expedition under the Command of UeutenanUcolonel Mawhood--^ 
Adlion at Sluintins Bridge — At Hancock^ s Bridge — Ingenious Stra'^ 
tagem of an Americau Loyalijl — Colonel Abercrombie's Expedition 
againjl the Americans under Lacey near Crooked Billet — Colonel 
Maitlan£s Expedition up the Delaware^ — Attempt on La Fayette. 
—1778. 
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'XXT'HILE the Britifli army lay ia winter-quarters at Philadelphia, C 
the efforts made for their own conveniency,. and for annoying ^ 
the enemy, were as follow : — '^'^^ 

In the beginning of March, lieutenant-colonel Mawhood, with Expedition 
a detachment from the main army, confifting of the twenty- Mawhood. 
feventh and forty-fixth regiments, and New Jerfey volunteers, made 
a defcent on the coaft of Jerfey, near Salem, for the purpofe of 
procuring forage,, of which the army flood in great need, and of 
opening a communication with the loyalifls of that part of the 
country, groaning under the tyranny of Livingfton the governor. 
Colonel Mawhood carried with him fpare arms to put into the hands 
of fuch as chofe to repair to his flandard. This detachment em- 
barked on board tranfports on the twelfth of March, fell down the 
Delaware, and landed fafely at the place of their deflination. 

Colonel Mawhood, being reinforced on the feventeenth by the 
q^ueen's rangers, confifling of about two hundred and feventy in- 
fantry, rank and file, and thirty cavalry, gave diredions for the 
forage to take place on the eighteenth, accompanied by the flrideft 
charge agsdnfl plunder.. 

The 
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The town of Salem, near to which, as has juft been obferved, 
our detachment landed, lies upon a creek of that name, falling into 
the Delaware nearly oppofite to Reedy Ifland. The Alewas Creek 
runs almoft parallel to tl^t of Salem, ai\(i faUs into the Delaware to 
the fouth of it* Over the Alewas Creek three bridges were ex- 
tended : HaocQc]^'^ P^idgjp the igwf r ; 4Qj^ptin's tl^ in the <;eji;itre; 
a^d Thompfon^sthef^^eA ly). Petjsreea thefe <^edb, then, on 
the ]>^lawAi:e^ fcnrmiAg 9^ pegiiiiula, f^t ks ^eateft ^even, and ^ its 
Ififtft four miles in widtti, <he /or^ii^g wji^ to comi^eace. The pro- 
vinciajl jnilitia nW^s pQi8:ed at Htancpck's filial Quintin's :Bndge^ which 
they had defended by breaftworks. Colonel Mawhood xnade de- 
tachments to mafk thefe bridges, ?Lnd foraged in their rear. 
Aftion at Xhe officer who commanded the detachment at Quintin^s havincc 

Bndgc lent information that the enemy were affembled in great numbers at 
the bridge, and would probably pafs over it whenever he fhould quit 
It, in which cafe his party would be in great danger, colonel Maw- 
hood marched with the quee.n's rangers to his affiftance, and by a 
fuccefsful feint and ambufcade, firft drew a diyifion of the enemy 
over the bridge, and then vigoroufly attacked them. Not a few of 
them were taken prifoners, but the greater part were drowned 
in the Alewas Creek. Among the prifoners was their commanding 
officer, who proved to be a Frenchman. The rangers had one huifar 
mortally wounded. Here we fliall give place to an anecdote, authen- 
ticated by the authority of colonel Simcoe, who commanded the 
rangers, that affiDrds a fpecimen of that bafe and ungenerous fpirit 
with which many individuals in the American armies fhewed them- 
felues in the courfe of the war to be actuated. The huffar was 
wounded by a man whom, in the eagernefs of the purfuit, he had 
paffed, and given quarters to him without difarming him. The 
villain was killed by another huffar. 

The 
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•Pv? ^mericjms, who had fbt a moment quitted the brWg<li but C H ^A P, 

who, when they perceived that colonel Mawhood did not think it u.- ^. 

to lji§ piirpofe,tp paip it, rctunje^, ftill occupied the pofts at Quin- '' ' 
l^n's and HUpcock'^ ?^^^; *^4^ numbers gradually increafmg, 
Gtolonel Mayv^ood djptenpiped to attack them at Hancock's Bridge, 
Y^here, froni s^l reports^ thej were aflcmbled to the number of four 
huAdred mep. Tl^ig ent?rprife was entrufted to major Simcoe, who At f&v 
e^lj^|;^jd Y^^, t^^ f ?^?S^^®L ^? ^^^^^ flat-bottomed boats on the Brid^'^. 
tjjeg^eth at^ ^ig^t, IH^q wa? tp be landpd at an inlet feven miles 
bj^w Alcw*? dw^, when tjje boats were to be immediately re- 
tumg^ ; 9f^ by a priyatg road h? was to reach Hancock's Bridget 
^jyp^ite to wluch majpr Mitchell was to co-operate with him, at 
^e l^ead of ^e twenty-fcventh regin[ient. Major Simcoe; though 
tihe enemy were nearly double his numbers, and his retreat was cut 
off by t^e aljfplute or^er^ to fend back the boats, confidered that 
every thing depended on furprife, and repofed jyft confidence in thd 
fijence, attention, and ipirit of tlie corps under his commai;i4. By 
an oyerfigl^t in t^e naval department, when the boats arrired o^ 
Alewas Creek, the tide fet fo ftrong againft them, that, in the 
opinion of the officer of the n?iyy, they could not reach the place 
of their deftinatipn till mid-day* Major Simcoe determined, however, 
not to return, J)ut to land at the mouth of the Alewas Creek on the 
marfhes. Tl^ey ifbon found out a landing-place, and, after a march 
of two iniles through niarihes up to the knees in mud and wa^teir. 
at length arrived at a wood upon dry land, where the major formed 
his men for the attack. There was no public road that led to Han- 
cock's Bridge but th^t pf which the rangers were now in pofielTion; 
but a bank or dyke, on which there was a footway, led from Han- 
cock's to Quintin's Bridge, This dyke captain Saunders, with a 
party, was fent to ambufcade, and to take up a fmall bridge that was 
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upon it, as the enemy would probably flee that ^ay, and if not 
purfued too clofely, would thus be the more eafily defeated. 

There was at Hancock's Bridge a large brick dwelling-houfe,* 
called Hancock's Houfe, around which were many ftone houfes, and 
fome few cottages. Captain Dunlop was detached to the rear of 
Hancock's Houfe, in which it was prefuraed the American oflficers 
were quartered, and directed to force, occupy, and barricade it, as it 
commanded the paflage of the bridge. Diflferent detachments were 
allotted to the fmall houfes in the rear of Hancock's, fuppofed to be 
the enemy's quarters. Having maftered thefe, they were ordered 
to afTemble at Hancock's, which the light-infantry who were in re- 
ferve reached by the road, and forced the front door at the fame 
time that captain Dunlop, by a more difficult way, entered the* back 
door. As it was very dark, thefe companies were on the point of 
falling on one another. The furprife was complete, which it would 
have been, even if the whole of the enemy's force had been prefent j but,* 
fortunately for them, they had quitted it the evening before, leaving 
a detSchment of twenty or thirty men, all of whom were killed. • 

The roads that led to the country were immediately ambufcaded, 
and lieutenant Whitlock was detached to furprife a patrole of feven 
men who had been fent down the Creek, which he completely 
effedted. On their refufal to furrender he was obliged to fire on 
them, when only one made his efcape. It was the firing on this, 
fmall party that communicated to the twenty-feventh regiment the 
fuccefs of the enterprife : Two days after, the queen's rangers patrolled 
Thomfon's Bridge. The enemy, who had been pofted there, were 
alarmed at the approach of a cow the night before, fired at it, ancj 
then fled. They alfo abandoned Quintin's Bridge, and retired to a 
creek, fixteen miles from Alewas Creek. 

5 

Major 
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Major Simcoe continued to drive the fmall parties of the enemy C HA R 
before him, wherever he went for the protedlion of the foragers : i_ . , - ^ 
And even the main force of the enemy, in thofe parts, aflembled at '^^ * 
Cohanfey, might have been eafily furprifed ; but colonel Mawhood 
judged, that, having completed }iis forage with perfedt fuccefs, his 
bufihefs was to return to head-quarters, which he did accordingly. 
The troops reimbarked on board the boats, and returned, without 
any accident, to Philadelphia. 

Though patroles were made now as regularly as ever, as fpring ap- 
proached the enemy's cavalry came nearer to our lines, and owed 
their eCcape more than once to the fleet nefs of their horfes. Some of 
thefe that fell into the hands of our parties were decorated with eggs, 
women's fhoes, and other articles, of which they had plundered the 
country-people coming to and returning from market ; and thus ac- 
. coutred, were paraded through the ftreets to prifon. A number of 
loyalifts in arms under the command of Mr. Thomas, their cap- 
tain, with Hoveden's and James's troops of provincials, made ex- 
curfions into the country, and carried off from the Americans, pro- 
vifions, clothing, and other articles of ufe to the Britifti army and 
their adherents. On fuch excurfions they were ufually fupported, 
and their return to their friends fecured, by the queen's rangers. 

A ftratagem for procuring provifions for our army at Philadelphia, ingenious 
equally pleafant and fuccefsful, was played off by one of the loyalifts a^?^^"^ °^ 
againft the Americans. General Waftiington drew his fupplies of fat loya^ft* 
cattle from New England. A drove of this kind was met about 
thirty miles from Philadelphia, between the Delaware and Schuyl- 
kill, by a friend of government, who paffed himfelf upon the drivers 
for one of general Wafhington^s commiffaries, billeted tbem at a 
neighbouring farm, and then immediately galloped to Philadelphia, 
from whence a party of dragoons were fent for the cattle, and 
the whole drove was fafcly conduced to PhiladeJphia, 
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About the beginning of May, a great jpiart of an American brigade, 
not lefs than one thoufand men, commanded by brigadier Lacy, gene-' 
ral of the Penfylvania militia, took poft at a place called the' Crookie^d 
Billet, about feventeen miles from Philadelphia, on one of the great 
roads of communication between that town and the cbuntry, Froia 
this ftation the Americans, in fmall parties, overawed and impeded 
the country-people in their approaches with provifiqns to the Phila* 
delphia market. By the way of Crooked Billet lay the main road be- 
tween Philadelphia and New York ; and, at lefs than half a mile from 
it, on the Philadelphia fide, there was another road which led, By 
the way of Horfham Meeting, to genei-al Waffiihg^bn's cdiii)p. 
Major Simcoe, who had teen the firft that gave intelligence to the 
commander in chief of the fituatidn, ftrehgth, arid probable tiews 
of brigadier-general £«acy, proposed that he fliould march" With ihe 
rangers, and, by a circuit, get to the road in the rear of {he tltcifiked 
Billet ; and that a detachment fhould march, and ambiifcade ^hein- 
felves in a wood (for according to his intelligence there was one 
adapted to the purpofe) on the road which led ^ to Waffiihgtoh's 
. camp, by the Horfham meeting-hbufe. This party was " to ^ reriiain 
In ambufckde till they fhbuld hear the fining of the queen's ringers* 
It was prefumed that, if the furprife fhould not 'be comprete, the 
ambufcade would erifure fuccefs, by ftipportihg the ' raftgers if" they 
ihoiild be checked, and by intercepting the eneiriy if they thbuld 
attempt to retreat, as they probably would^' arid that towards their 
main army* This plan being adopted, lieutehaht-cblbriel^Ahercrom- 
hie, on the night preceding the fourth of May ^ was detached to* the 
place of ambufcade, with about four Hundred light-infsmtry, a large 
party of light dragoons, and horfes to mount part of his infantry 
for the greater expedition. 

Major Simcoe's marcli was i^iffi^ult,^ as he judged it' iicceflary' to 
make many circuits} in order to avoid places where' the enemy' had 
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jp6(b or {Jatr6l€S. He was well guided ; and fortunately had in- 
'foi-mation about twilrght that prcviented him from committing a 
difaftrous error. The armed refugees under their leader captain 
Thomas, had been font by Mr. Galloway to efcort fome of his fur- 
niture into Philadelphia. Hearing by fome means or other pf the 
preffent expedition ; they were encouraged to fcize the opportunity 
^hich it afforded of effcdting their objed: with the greater certainty 
and fafety. They marched up the roads which the rangers had ^o 
carefully avoided, but without meeting with any interruption pr 
alarm. They fortunately paffed a houfe at which major Simgoe 
called ; otherwlfe hcf wPlild certainly, when he overtook them, haye 
miftaken them for the enemy. This little adventure of the refu- 
gees, vrith the narrow efcape they made from a fatal onfet by th«ir 
'o^fvrri friends, ftrves, among ' many, other inftances with whkh the 
lirftory of -war is replete, to (hew the neccffity of different mi- 
litary operations '^oing on at the fame time, being concerted apd 
carried on tmder the dlreSion of one-mind. The refugees were 
diteifted to keep themfdves tiridifcovered, and the rangers marched 
on • as fail -as ' pbffible. Although daylight appeared, m^or . Slmode 
was under no apprehenfions of- difcovery, nor yet of colonel Aber- 
erombie's having met with any accident, as the parties were within 
hearing of each other's fire, and none was heard. He was there- 
fbre, as he had ndw quitted the road, in order to make his iaft cir- 
cuit to reach the Billet, informing his officers of his plan of attack, 
"when all of a fudden< a flight firing-was heard. 

Colonel Abercrombie, although affifted by horfes, could not ar-^ 
rive at his poft at the appointed time, before day-break. But, being 
anxious to =fu|)porti major Simcoe, he detached to the place of am- 
^ bufcade his cavalry- and mounted light-infantry. The officer who 
commanded this detached party patrolled as far as Lacy's out^oft, 
and being fired at i>y the^centinela. didr not xetire. .Lacy, rightly 
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judging that he was fupported by a force adequate to fuch confidence, 
collefting his ftrength, began to retreat up the country. At this 
crifis, the rangers arrived nearly in his rear, upon his right flank. 
They flopped, and turned fome fmaller parties who were making their 
cfcape from the light-infantry, and who were killed ; but the main 
body retreated in a mafs without order, and in great precipitation ; nor 
couldour infantry, by their utmoft efforts, overtake them. Thehuffarsof 
the rangers were unfortunately left at Philadelphia, their horfes having 
been fatigued byalong courfe of duty,and a feverepatrole theday before. 
Thirty dragoons, who were with the rangers, were fent to intercept 
the baggage-waggons, and flaid to guard them. Ai the enemy were 
palling through a wood, major Simcoe, galloping up to the edge of it, 
fummoned them to furrender : They were in great confternation, 
but continued to prefs forward. The major then gave the word of 
command, " make ready," " prefent," " fire," hoping that the in- 
tervening fence and thickets between him and them might lead them 
to fuppofe that he was accompanied by a body of men, and that 
they might halt ; in which cafe a few moments would have been de- 
cifive. At the word " fire," they crouched down, but flill moved 
on, and foon got out of all reach *. 

Our 



• In the Hiftory of Great Britain, from the Time of Cromwell to the Acceffion of George I., 
by Mr. Alexander Cunningham, the tutor and the companion of John duke of Argyle, in his 
campaigns in the Netherlands, which is generally admitted to contain a more particular^ 
clear, and intelligible accoui^t of the conduA, flratagems, and incidents, of war, than any hif- 
tory in the Englifh language, we read the following paffage relating to the celebrated earl of 
Peterborough, commander of the Britifti troops in Spain in the war of the fuccef&on : 

" The earl of Peterborough had alarmed all the country, far and near, with dreadful ru- 
'< moursand meiTages of his approach ; and, carefully concealing the fmall number of his troops* 
** caufed reports to be fpread that the confederates had a large army. It is faid he had not above 
•* twelve hundred men, who were reduced to great weaknefs, when he thus, by ftratagem, put 
" to flight feven thoufand of the enemy [under the conde de las Torres, who had laid fiegc to 
«< the town of San Mattheo, which had fubmitted to king Chades]. 

« After 
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Our troops returned to Philadelphia. The commander in chief ^ 
ordered the baggage to be fold for their benefit, which produced a 
dolUr a man. This excurfion, though it failed of that fuccefs which 
was expefted, had the full effedt of intimidating the militia, who 
never afterwards appeared but in fmall parties like robbers. The* 
fuccefs of the expedition would have been more fignal, had not our 

** After this he thought it worth his while to attempt the town of Nules, which the mhau» 
« bitants held out for king Phih'p ; but as he neither had foldiers^ nor any thing in readinefs 
** neceflary for war, he himillt rode full fpccd up to the gate of the town, and calling for one of 
'' the magiilrates or priefls, demanded the town to be furrendered to him. He told them that 
** if they would yield immediately, they might expeft good terms ; but that if they refufed, he 
** would inftantly give orders to his army to plunder the town, allowing them only fix minutes- 
*^ time to confult, and return their anfwer ; at the fame time calling out aloud for his cannon 
*' (althougli he had none) to be planted againft the walls. As great revolutions are brought abo Jt 
•* by fmall accidents, the word was no fooner faid, tlian the town was delivered up : And other 
^ places alfo he went and took with the- fame celerity^ aH which he added to the dominions o£ 
^ king Charles. By this manner of making war,, the earl of Peterborough, in a (hort fpace of 
^' time, performed fuch wonderful exploits in Spain, that the Spaniards even began to give credit 
" to all the fabulous ftories of the valour and atchievements of Don Quixote j and the Englifh alfd< 
** thought his praifes an obfcuration of the duke of Marlborough's glory. He farther pretended 
** to be fumifhed with horfes as it were fprung out of the earth, and drew brigadier Mahoni into 
'' a conference, in which he dexterouHy operated on his mind, and managed his paHions as it 
** fuited his own purpofe. Tlien he took Molviedro, and feized Valencia, and, by his ru- 
** mours and fpies, caufed the Spaniards to make war upon one another, and defeated the duke 
*' d' Areas. And, laftly, he fupported the priefts by his liberality, and fuch of the country peo- 
** pie as would take up arms for king Charles.** 

•' In a word, the earl of Peterborough, in the hiftory of his condu6t, is flyled the father oF 
** ftratagems, and Fortune is faid always to have attended his undertakings.** 

Had the chief command of our army in America been placed in the hands of fuch a man at 
the earl of Peterborough, whofe vigilance, iavention, and celerity of adion on a fcene not alto- 
gether dillimilar to the divided flate of the American colonics, form a dired contraft to the 
flownefs, and circuitous movements of fir William Howe, it is extremely probable that the 
iflue of the American war would have been reverfed. Neither military genius, nor alert* 
neCi of conduA, nor promptitude of adlion, were wanting in the Britifli army ; nor is major 
Simcoe the only inflance in which thefe qualities, were difplayed in a very confpicuous man- 
ner ; though not in that ftation in which they could produce the greateft and. moft decifive 
confequences. 

troops; 
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troops been too much fatigued by the very great length of the march, 
which favoured the enemy in their flight, and had our cavalry pulled 
on when they firft difcovered the American centinels. 

A joint attempt wa« made^on the feventh of IVJay by fea and land 
to deftroy the gallies and other veffels that had efcaped up the Dela-- 
ware after the redudion of Mud Ifland, and the (hipping that the 
enemy had in the river between Philadelphia and Trenton. This 
enterprife was effectually accomplifhed by the fkiU and a^iyity of cap- 
tain Henry of the navy, and msyor Maltland of thie uiariAes. A 
comfiderable quantity of ftores and provifions was alfo deftroyed t 
and a ntimber of the enemy, who made no great oppofit^on, \srqce 
killed. Not fewer thaa fbrty«-fbur American veflHs w^e hxffnX^ fpmc 
of them of confiderable value. 

About the nineteenth of May 1778, General Wafhington detached 
the marquis de la Fayette to take poft with nearly threi^ thoufand 
men upon Barren Hill, a pofition feven miles advanced from the 
camp of Valley Forge j but upon the oppofite or eaftern fide of 
the river. 

The objed of this ftep is not very clean The pofition was ftill 
bx> diftant from Philadelphia to give any iaterruption of confequence 
to fuch fupplies as were carried into that city by tlje nejighbouring 
country. Poiflbly, as the intended evacuation of Philadelphia was 
now well knowOf general Wafhington might have thought that it 
would keep up the fpirits of his party if he feemed to ^Xfi^s upon the 
Britifh in thenr retreat 5 for he muft have been aware that his thfn 
force could not allow him to expe£fc that he fhould make any real 
advantage of fuch an attempt : And the diftance of Barren Hill from 
Philadelphia appeared to fecure the detachment frcnn any hazard* 
This fuppofed fecurity proved illufive. On the night of May the 
twentieth, five thoufand of the choiceft troops in the Britifh army 
fet out from Philadelphia, marching by the road which keeps dofe 
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to the Delaware, and which, therefore, diverges from the dircAion 
of Barren Hill. After the detachment had proceeded fome miles, 
it turned to the left, and pafling White Marfli foon after day-break, 
it reached at length its deftined point, without having fallen in with 
any patrole or out-poft of the enemy. This point was diredly in 
the rear of La Fayette's pofition, confequently was between him and 
the camp of general Wafhington. The road here forked ; one branch 
led to the camp of La Fayette, at the diftance of a fliort mile ; tlie 
other went to Matfon's Ford acrofs the Schuylkill, at about the fame 
diftance. In the courfe of the night a ftrong detachment, under the 
command of general Grey, had marched from Philadelphia along 
the weftern branch of the Schuylkill, and ftationed themfelves at a 
ford two or three miles in front of La Fayette's right flank, whilft the 
remainder of the Britifli army advanced to Chefnut Hill. 

The retreat of La Fayette was thus cut off from every paffage but 
Matfon's Ford ; and as the line from La Fayette's pofition formed the 
bafe of an obtufe-angled triangle with the two roads above men- 
tioned, it was obvious that his diftance from it was much greater 
than that of the Britifli. When general Grant arrived at the point 
above defcribed, the confufed galloping of fome of the enemy's 
horfemen, who advanced to reconnoitre, intimated that the approach 
of the Britifli was then firft perceived. At the fame time the column 
was difcovered by glafles from the camp of general Wafliington, who, 
by the firing of cannon, attempted to give his detachment notice of 
the danger. Confiderable time feems to have been loft in making a 
difpofition for the intended attack, during which delay a corps of 
cavalry, that had formed the advanced guard on the march, took 
poffeffion of a hill between the two roads. From this elevation the 
corps of La Fayette was difcovered retreating towards Matfon's 
Ford through the low woody grounds which border the river. The 
diforder and precipitation, apparent in the rear of that column, fuf- 
♦ Vol. L 3 G ficiently 
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**• ficiently indicated the terror with which they were attempting their 
efcape. Information of this circumftance is faid to have been givea 
to general Grant, and his fuperior proximity to Matfon's Fofd is 
reported to have been urged to him, and even pointed out in the 
ftrongeft manner; but under the perfuafion that this was only 
a part of La Fayette's troops, detached for fome unaccountable 
reafon, the general perfifted in his refolution of advancing to 
Barren Hill, notwithftanding the ftrong remonftrances of Sir 
William Erfkine againft that nieafure. This poft was unluckily con- 
cealed from view by intervening trees, otherwife the defertion of it 
by the enemy would have been perceived. The Britifh having ad- 
vanced to the church, and found the camp abandoned, undertook 
the purfuit of the enemy by the very track which La Fayette had 
taken. In the mean time that officer had reached the Ford ; but hi* 
troops, being overcome with apprehenfion, had hurried acrofs the 
river, leaving behind them the fix field-pieces which theyhad brought 
from camp to the bank of the river. La Fayette having formed his 
battalions on the other fide, and perceiving that the Britifh did not 
approach by the road in which he apprehended them, fent a corps 
acrofs for his cannon, ordering fome fmall parties to be advanced 
into the woods to retard the progrefs of the Britifli advanced guard, 
fhould it approach whilft the artillery was in the river. The cannon 
were dragged over, but before the parties of obfervation could retire, 
the Britifh cavalry fell upon them, and killed or took about forty. 
The Britifh generals advancing to th^ Ford, perceived that La Fay- 
^te was fo advantageoufly pofled on the other fide of the river, with 
his artillery on the high and broken grounds which arofe from the 
water's edge, that nothing further could be attempted againft him. 
Thus unfortunately failed the t)bjea of the expedition. It is faid 
general Wafhington thought the cafe fo hopelefs, that he broke his 
bridge from Valley Forge acrofs the Schuylkill, Idl ditifuccefe fiiould 
6 ^e 
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be purfued againft himfelf. It is obvious that he could not attempt CHAP, 
to fuccour La Fayette ; becaufe, as he had but four thoufand men u,-vi— j 
remaining in his camp, the Britifti detachment was of itfelf equal *^^ * 
to give him battle, could he poflibly have joined La Fayette ; and 
jhat was a ftake which every intereft forbade. But as the body of 
the Britifh army was at Chefnut Hill, at hand to give general Grant 
immediate fupport, general Wafhington could not have interfered 
without every probability of incurring ruin. 

As the time approached when the army was to move from Phila- 
delphia, American patroles were pafled over the Delaware from the 
Jerfeys. One of thefe, after a long chafe, was taken by the huflars 
belonging to the queen's rangers. The quarter-mafter-general^ 
fir William Erfkine, being in great want of horfes, commiffaries 
were fent to procure them, efcorted by the rangers under major 
Simcoe. The major entered on this office with much regret, as 
the horfes were to be taken from people whom he had hitherto uni- 
formly protected. 
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Sir William Howe reftgns the Command of the Army — Fejlival called, 
Mifcbian%ay in honour of Sir William Hoive — He is fuccecded in the 
Command of the Army by Sir Henry Clinton — Returns to England 
^—Complains of Defamation^ andfolicits end obtains a Parliaments 
ary Inquiry into his Conduit. — 1778. 



CHAP. npHESE, then, with occafional parties fent out to cover the 
loyalifts, were the only movements made by the Britifh com- 
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mander in chief while he lay in his winter-quarters, from Odober 
1777 to June 177S, at Philadelphia, 

It would feem, however, that fir William Howe imagined that all 
that could be done for the royal caufe had been now performed: 
For to a deputy fent to the commander in chief from the magif- 
trates, on a rumour of the intended evacuation of Philadelphia, re- 
quefting his advice how to ad:, he faid that the beft thing they 
could do would be to go over and make their peace with general 
Wafhington. And as he himfelf was on the eve of quitting the 
army, he told them to go to fir Henry Clinton, his deftined fuc- 
ceflbr, for a flag of truce in order to go out to Wafhington for that 
purpofe. The deputy accordingly went to fir Henry Clinton, who 
faid that he could not grant a flag on fuch an occafion ; that the 
game was not up ; that the war was not over, but would ftill be 

vigor- 
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vlgoroufly carried on j and that they ought not by any means to en- ^ HA p. 
tertain a thought of going over to the enemy. u -^— ^ 

Sir William Howe had formed the refolution of refigning his sir WiHiam 
office fo early as the month of Oaober. In a letter of his of the Sccommfnd 
twenty-eighth of that month, he wrote to the fecretary of ftate for of the army, 
the American department, lord George Germainc, as follows : 
'* From the little attention, my lord, given to my recommenda- 
" tions fince the commencement of my command, I am led to hope 
" that I may be relieved from this very painful fervice, wherein I 
** have not the good fortune to enjoy the neceflary confidence and 
" fupport of my fuperiors, but which I conclude will be extended 
" to fir Henry Clinton, my prefumptive fucceflbr. By the return 
"of the packet I humbly requeft I may have his majefty's per- 
*' miffion to refign/' That permiffion he received on the fourteenth 
of April 1778; but in the fame letter which conveyed leave to re- 
fign, he was ordered by his majefl:y, while he fhould continue in 
command, to lay hold of every opportunity of putting an end to 
the war, by a due exertion of the force under his orders. 

The commander in chief's letter, in which he alleges, as the 
ground of his refignation, the want of neceflary confidence and fup- 
port on the part of adminiftration, was matter of equal aftonifhment 
and indignation to the parties againft whom that charge was made ; 
while it inevitably led the unprejudiced and impartial lpe<3:ator to 
contrail the languor and relu<3:ahce too vifibly apparent in the whole 
condufl: of fir William Howe with that alacrity and zeal with 
which the minifl:ry, and particularly the minifter for American af- 
fairs, provided and furnifhed the means of carrying on the war, 
and that difpofition which they manifefted to invite and reward the 
efforts of the general by all poffible encouragement. When mea- 

fures 
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C HA p. f^ygj f^y reducing the rcroked colonies were refolVed on, and fir 
^ "w — 1^ William Howe was appointed to the command of the acmy^ fuch 
was the difpofition of government to gtatifjr him in whatever he 
Ihould defire, that the fecret^ry fdr the American department de^ 
Glared, " the meafures of force fliould be this wifhes of the gc- 
*' neral." The general, who was then in America, and had the 
ftate of the war under his eye, was the beft jud^c of what force 
would be competent to its fuppreffioa. On his judgment, therefore, 
government relied ; but inftead of ftinting, they furpaffed his wifhes. 
In his letter to lord Germaine *, after long and mature deliberation, 
he only requires nineteen thoufand men ; which, he fays, will be 
** adequate to an active offenfive campsugn on the fide of New 
" York and Rhode Ifland." Inftead of nineteen thoufand men, he 
was furniftied with thirty-one thoufand four hundred and feventy-^ 
fix. And, ahhough he expend to meet a force of thirty thoufand 
men, the whole American army did not amount to eighteen thou- 
^nd. With the force now fent, amounting to eleven thoufand 
men more than he required, the general appeared to be more than 
fatisfied, and declared his utter aftonifhment at the uncommon ex- 
ertions of government. He acknowledged, in his letter to govern* 
ment f , that the fuccefles of the army under his command had in- 
timidated the leaders of rebellion, and nearly induced a general fub- 
miffion; — an admiffion which was ftridly juft; for farther oppofition 
was univerfally defpaired of by all America, except a few defperate 
men in general, Wafhington's army; and that army was reduced to 
a number not exceeding four thoufand men. And yet, at that pe- 

• Of the 26th of November 177^. 

i Of the 30lh of November 1776, and the 20th of January 1777* 
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riod, wcfiridchim makiog a demwid^ firft of fiftcea thoufand, and CHAP, 
then of twenty thoufand rank and file. The general, it is true, did ^ -;v-'^>i 
not make this extravagant demand without affigning reafons for ^^^ * 
rt;. but thefe reafons were ill-founded. In his letter of the 
twelfth of February 1778 be informed the fecretary of ftate 
that ** the rebels had profpe^s of bringing into the field more than 
fifty thoufand men. They are moft fanguine in their expeda^ 
tions/* fays he, ** and confcious that their whole ftakc depends upon 
the fuccefs of the next campaign, ufe every cotnpulfory means to 
thofe who do not enter voluntarily into their fervice.*' Wa 
know however, rthat, inftead of fifty thoufand men, they were 
not able to bring into the field, when the general met their force at 
Hilliborough, more rthan eight thoufand men; and even at the 
Brandywine, not more than fixteen thoufand, militia included, after 
he had, contrarily tO; all policy, given them rtwo months, by, every 
pofiible exertion, to recruit their feeble airmy. It thus appears, that 
if the reinibrcement requited on this occafion fell fhort of that 
which was demanded by the general, the cjfp^ded reinforcement of 
the Americans,whicfawastheTeafon afiigned for that requifition^ failed 
in a much greater proportion. More than one half of the force tct 
quired was fent, and not more than one fifth ofthatof the Americans 
was raifed. The account of the armed force in 1 777 ftood thus : 
•Britifh, forty thoufaad eight •hundred and feventy-four, veteran 
troops. American Tegular army at Hillfborough, eight thoufand; 
at Brandywine, eleven thoufand ; and, in the fpring, at Valley 
forge, notfour(thoiilandundi(iciplined troops. With wliat juftice, 
then, it was (aid, caould the general complain of his want of force? 
and how extravagant his attempt to throw the blame of his own 
mifcondu£t on that adminiAraticm ^hich Jbad, j>y fuch uocommou 
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exertions, thus gratified him in all his wifhes. The longer con- 
templation was indulged on this fubjedl, the more were the minds 
of men inflamed with warm emotions, 

" While the friends of the colonifts/* it was faid, " were bringing 
*' their plot to maturify in Britain ; while the natural refources of 
*' this country were cried down, to the great encouragement of our 
** foreign enemies, and a national defpondency was generally effedt- 
*^ ed ; while the opponents of adminiftration were advifmg and con- 
*' tending in both houfes of parliament for withdrawing the troops 
" from America, and, at the fame time, oppofing every meafure 
** which was necefTary for the recovery of the revolted colonies, 
*' the flownefs and procraftination of the general accorded but too 
*' well with thofe fentiments, and contributed not a little to. render 
" adminiftration more and more odious to the people, whofe dif- 
guft and indignation rofe in proportion as the minifter de- 
manded more and more fupplies, and as the general neglefted 
to improve the great opportunities, that were at diflferent times 
prefented, of putting an end to the war/' 

The violence of oppofition on the one part, and the extreme 
tendemefs of fir William Howe towards the Americans on the 
other, feemed to many obfervers to be linked together by a kind 
of connexion fomewhat fimilar to that between caufe and eflfedt. 
He certainly fuflfered the enemy, with lefs than four thoufand men, 
to re-conquer a province which he had lately reduced, and to 
lay a kind of fiege to his army in his winter-quarters. He un- 
fortunately wafted the feafon of military operation, giviag them 
time to recruit their reduced force. Though the fpirit of revolt vra$ 
occafionally depreffed by the valour of our troops, it was uniformly 
revived by the mifconduft of the general*. 

Such 
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Such were the obfervations that were very generally made on the ^ -^ ^ ^• 
condud of fir William Howe, when he not only refigned his office u,. ■,- .^ 
without attaining, in any degree, the end for which he took it upon '^^ ' 
him, but endeavoured to fhift his want of fuccefs from his own fhoul- 
ders upon that of the fecretary of ftate for the American department. 

The fame or fimilar obfervations were made, and re-echoed with 
ftill greater energy over all the Britifli empire, on another unfortunate 
occafion, which, like the grounds alleged for the refignation of his 
office, induced and provoked men to compare the importance of his 
fervices with the merit he aflumed, and the gravity with which he 
fuftained the mod exceffive praife and adulation. It is to the famous 
Mifchianza that we allude, or feftival given in honour of fir William 
Howe, by fome of the Britifli officers at Philadelphia, when he, 
was about to give up his command, and to return to England, 
This entertainment not only far exceeded any thing that had ever 
been feen in America, but rivalled the magnificent exhibitions of 
that vain-glorious monarch and conqueror, Louis XIV. of France. 
All the colours of the army were placed in a grind avenue three ^^Irfu^ 
hundred feet in length, lined with the king's troops, between two za in honour 

^ f of firWaium 

triumphal arches, for the two brothers, the admiral, lord Howe, Howe 
and the general, fir William Howe, to march along in pompous pro- 
ceffion, followed by a numerous train of attendants, with feven 
filken knights of the blended rofe, and feven more of the burning 
mountain, and fourteen damfels drefled in the Turkifti fafliion, to an 
area of one hundred and fifty yards fquare, lined alfo with the king's 
troops, for the exhibition of a tilt and tournament, or mock fight 
ot old chivalry, in honour of thofe two heroes. On the top of each 
triumphal arch, was a figure of Fame, befpangled witli liars, blowing 
from her trumpet in letters of light, Tcs lauriersfont ImtnorteU *. 

* Thy laurels are immortaL 

Vol. I. 3D ThU 
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Tliis romantic triumph, after fo many difgraces and difappoinN 
ments, did not efcape the fevereft fatire, both in private converfatioa 
and in printed papers j among which a letter addreffed to fir William 
Howe in a publication called The American Crifis, by Paine, 
the author of the pamphlet ftyled Common Senfe^ was moft dit- 
tinguiihed for fhrewdnefs of remark, vigour of concepti<Hi, and 
energy of expreflion. 

We ihall here infert a very excellent letter, which corroborates 
many of the fads ftated by us, written in 1777, by M. Du Portail, 
xninifter at war in France to the conftituent aflembly in 1791 and 
1792, but at the period of the letter being wrote, a colonel in the 
French fervice, and ading as a brigadier-general in the Americaa 
iRTinyt. 

Sir 

+ (COPIEO 

A Monfcigncur le Comte dc St. Germain, Miniftre dc la Guerre (pour vous feulcmcnt^ 

Monfejgncur.) 

Pu Camp de White Mar(h, a quartre lieoes de Philadelphic^ 
MoNSEiGKBUR> Ic I2mc Novembrc 1777. 

J*AI c\i rhonncur de tous rendre contc dcs battaillcs de Brandy wine ct dc German Town> 
tt de vous cnenvoycr le^ plans; ainfi que celul de Philadelphie, avec fes environs, a cinqlieucs^ 
i la ronde ; aHn que vous puifficz juger de la iituation du general Howe. J'efpere que tout 
tela vous fera parvenu. Jufqu' a prcfent le general Howe n'eft pas encore maitre des deux 
petits forts, qui font dans la riviere, et qui empechent fes vaifleaux de remontcr jufqu' a la 
▼ille ; ce qui Ic rcduit a ne commumquer avec eux que par le petit chemin que j ai marqu^ fur 
2a carte ; ckemin que nous pouvons bien hii couper cet hiver, quand nous aurons re^u ua 
renfort des troupes viflorieufes du nord. Nous comptons aufli mettre un corps de deux oa 
trois miHe hommcs de Pautre cote dela Schaylkill. II y a deja des troupes, dans Ic Jerfcys;. 
de cctte fa^on le general Howe fcra bloque dans Philadclphie, et en danger de mourir de faim^ 
a moms qu'il ne fe rembarque ; mais pour dire la verite, nous nc Tefpcrons pas. II prendra pro- 
bablement les forts, s'il les attaque bien ; et il aura alors une communication fure avec fes 
taiifeattx, quoiqu' il en foit^ Monfeigneur, vous voyez que pour dcs gens battut deux fuis^ 
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Sir WlUiam Howe, foon after receiving the fplendld teftlmony of C H A P. 
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cfteem which has been juft defcribed^ fet fail for England, leaving 

the 



nous ne fommcs pas en trop mauvaiCe pofturc. Non« dcvons cela a cc que les Ahglols n'orit 
que tree peu dc cavalerie ; dc forte qu'ib nc peuvcnt pourfuivrc leur viAoirc. Nou« Ic dcvoni 
encore plus a bos bois, ct aiuc obftacles de toutc efpece d'ont Ic pays eft dcfcndu, Mainte- 
nant d'apres rexperience de cette campagne, fl eft naturel, de fc faire cctte qucftion : Les 
Amencains reiiiHront-Us a fe rendre librcs, ou non? En France, ou Von ne peut juger que 
par les faits, on jugera pour 1' afBrmatire* Nous, qui avons vu comment les chofes f<s font 
pafleesi ne penferons pas de meme. A parler francliement, ce n'eft pas par la bonne conduite des 
,Ain^cai'^8» m^^ ^ campagne en general s'eft terminee aifez heureufement ; mais par la faute 
des Anglois. Ce fut une faute capitale du gouYcmcment Britannique, de vouloir que Ic 
general Burgoyne traverfat plus de deux cens Iieucs de pays, et prefque dcfcrt, pour fe joindre 
aux generaux Howe et Clinton. Ce plan pouroit paroitre grand dans le cabinet de Lon« 
dres; mais mif(erabie aux yeux de ceux qui avoient une exade connoiflance de la nature du pays. 
Mon obfervation n'eft pas en confequence de V evenement; car vous vpus rappelerez peut-eti'Cf 
Monfeigneur, que j'ai eu 1* honneur de vous ^crire, il y a deux mois que j' etois bien aife que 
ks Anglois, ne nous oppofafTent ici que dix mille hommes, & que j'efperois beaucoup que la 
jondUon des generaux Burgoyne et Howe n'anrolt lieu que quand la campagne ne feroit plus 
tenable ; et que meme fon arrace feroit detruite dc la moitie, par la faim, laTatigue, la defertion, 
et les pertes qu'ils effuyeroicnt tous les jours par nos troupes, et nos milices poftees dans les bois. 
L'iffue a furpafle mon attente. Si les Anglois, au Keu de s* amufer avoint dirige Icur attaque 
contre le general Wafhington, avec dix*huit ou vingt mille hommes, je ne fais pas trop ce que 
nous ferions devenus; parceque fi nous avions double le nombre de nos troupest nous n'aurioae 
pas double nos forces ; mais triple nos embarras. 

Si nous jettons les yeux fur le plan de campagne, en examinant la conduite du g6aeral 
Howe ; nous verrons qu*i! n'a pas m6me fisitt, tout ce qu'il etoit en fon pouvoir de faire : 
Comme j'ai eu I'honneur de vous le mander apres la battaille de Brandywine. Car s'il eut 
profit^ de fcs avantages, il ne feroit plus queftion de I'armee du general Wafhington ; ct i, 
a mis depuis dans toutes fcs operations une lenteur et une timidite, qui m'ont toujours etonue. 
Mais il peut fe ravifcr, & 1' on peut envoyer un autre general de Londres ; aiors nous ne pou* 
rtons peut-etre pas fi bien nous tirer d*affaire. Aurefte puifque les 6veneffients qui dependent 
dc rhabilitc des generaux ne peuvcnt fe prcvoir ; ils ne doivent pas entrer dans les conjefturct 
qu' on peut faire a I' avenir, Faifons feulement attention au nombre de troupes ; et j'oferat 
dire que fi les Anglois pouvoient avoir ici trente mille hommes ; ila pourroient reduire le pays. 
Une feconde caufe qui pourroit hater cette redu6lion, et meme Topirer fcule, c'eftle manque 
de munition de guerre, et des chofes ncceffarics a la vie. A V egard des chofes niceibries pour 
h continuation dc la guerre, II leur manque prefque tout. II n'ont ni drap, iii Unge, ni fel, 
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^ xx^ ^' '^^ command of the army to fir Henry Clinton, of whofe adions 
in the courfe of the prefent war we have already made mention y 

but 

SI eau dc vie, ni fucrc ; et ccs dcrnicrs articles font plus importans qu'on nc Ife croiroFt d'abordl 

Arant la guerre, les peuples Americains fans vivrc dans le luxe, jouiflbicnt dc tout ce qui eft; 

Beceflairc pour rendrc la vie agreable ct hcureufe. Us paflbient unc grandc partic de Icup tcm» 

a fumer et a boire du the, on des liqueurs fpiritueufes. Telles etoient les habitudes de ces- 

peuples* 11 nc fcroit done pas-furpreaant que Ic changement d' une vie cfFcmiuje> transformec 

fubitement en ceUe de geurrier, qui eft dure et penibk, leur fit prcferer le }oug des Anglois, a 

uneliberte achetee aux depensdetdcpuceurs de ki vie. Ce que jc vous dis ne peut que vous> 

farprendre, Monfeigneor, mais tel eft ce peuple, qui, raou, fans energie, fans vigueur, fans p^* 

ik)n pour la caufe dans laquelle il s'eft engage ne la foutient que parcequ'il fuit V impulfioi* 

qu'on lui a premierement donnee. II y a cent fois plus d'enthoufiafmc pour cette revolution^ 

dans quelquc caSe de Paris que cc foit qu'H n'y en a dans les Provinces Uniet enfemble. IL 

eft done ncceffairc, pour achevcr cette revolution, que la France fourmifc a ce peuple tout ce 

qui lui eft ncceffaire ; afin qu'il trouve la guerre moins dure a Ibutenir. II eft vrai qu'it 

kii encoutera quelques millions ; mais ils feront bien employes en aneantiflant le pouvoir de 

TAngleterre qui depooillee de fies cobnxes,. fans naarine,. et fans commerce, perdrafar grandeur^ 

ct laiffera la France fans rivale, Ccpendant quelques perfonnes penfcnt (entr* autres 1* Abbe 

Rcynal) qu'il ne feroit pas de Tinteret dc b France donner la liberte aux colonies Angloifcs^ 

ct qu'ellc rifqueroit de perdre les ficnncs. Mais pour ceux qui connoifTcnt ce-pays-ci, il eft evi* 

dent, qu'il fe paflera bien des annees avant qu'ils puiflent etre en etat de mettre une flotte ea 

roer, pour faire desconqHctes. La jaloufie entre les provinces (dont ou voit deja le gcrme) left 

aura dmfesea taot de diftere&s interet8> qu'aucunc d'elles ne fera a craicdsc^ 

On pouroit demander, ft pour opcrer plutot la revolution en Ameriquc, il ne feroit pas plus, 
prudent que la France fit uo traite avcc les Etats Unis, et que d« concert avec cux, ellc fit 
paffer ici douxe ou quinze miHe bommes. Ce fcroit la le moycn de tout gater. Le peuple ici,, 
^uoiqu' en guerre avec les Anglois (nous Ic voyons journellcment)x et malgre tout ce que la 
France a £ait, et a intention de faire pour eux, prefereroit dc fe reconcilier avcc les Anglois^. 
plut6tqucdepeccvoirdcs forces de ceux qu'ila ont leplusraifon de craindre: Ou s'ils y confentoient. 
d'abord,. bient6t apres V antipathie naturcllc entre les deux nations, fe manifeflcroit par le*. 
pliia. tccribks dii&ntions« Quiconque hablte ce pays-ci doit favoir que la chofe eft impradi? 
cable,. 

II y a encore nn.proj.ct a sxaminct. LaFrancc,, dans le cas ou elle feroft de. faire la guerre auK 
Anglois ouvertement, nc pourroit-clle paa de concert avec le congres tenter de prendre Ic 
Canada ? Pac Tobfervation preccdcntc, il eft naturel dc fuppofer que le congres nc voudroit 
pas accedcr a unc telle propofition. Le voifinage des Fran9ois les degoutcroit enticrcment de 
cette libcttc qu* il& croiroicnt n' etre pas capable dc garder long-tcros j ct dependancc pour de- 
pendant:^ 
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but concerning whom, for gratifying our readers, it may be proper C HA P. 
farther to remark, that he had in the war with France from 1754 to 

pendancc, Ha aimeroient mieux dependre des Anglois. Mais feroit-il avantageux pour nout 
d' avoir Ic Canada? Jc fens que pour difcutcr ce point, il faudroit avoir une con- 
noiflancc exaftc des produdions du pays ; ce que jc n'ai pas. Enconfidcrant la chofc en ge- 
neral, il me paroit que ce qui fe paflc maintcnant en Amcrique doit degouter les Eu- 
ropcensy d' avoir ancune afFaire a demcler avcc les colonies de ce continent. Car f9it que let 
colonies fe rendent a prefent independantes on non if n 7 a pas de doutc qu'elles ne le foient 
dans cent ans ; et avec elles toutes fes parties feptentrionaks. C'cfl fe preparer a une guerre 
certaine> que d'avoir des etabliffemeis ici ; U me paroit done plus avantageux pour la France* 
d' avoic des iHes qu'elle puifle plus aifement contenir fous fa domination. Farm! ces ides, je 
cboifirois celle dont les produflions ne font pas naturellet a la France ; et qui cependant lui 
font effentiellement neceflaircs, comme Ic fucre,.le caffe, &c. Car d* avoir des colonies qui ne 
produifent que du ble, quoi de plus Inutile a la France ? Ellc n'a qu' a blen cultiver fon terrain^ 
defricher celul qui a ete laiiTe inculte, ct elle creera chez elle-meme det colonies qui ne lui 
conteront rien a defendre. Je crois par toutet ccs raIfons> que fi la France declare la guerre 
2 P Angleterre, ce n'efl pas le Canada qu'elle dolt attaquer ; mak k Jamaique, et les autret 
pofFefiions Anglolfes de cette nature. Si elle ne deckre pas la guerre, ccUe dolt employer toua 
les moyens que la politique lui fbggerera pour empecher les Anglols d' avoir jamais plus 
de vlngt cinq mille hommes Ici. Nous n'avlons durant toute cette campagne, que trente 
mille hommes , favoir, V armee de Mr. Waflilngton qui n'a jamais excede quinze mille hommet, 
c^Ue du general Putnam cinq ou fix mille ; et celle de Mr. Gates dix mille. Si 1' on trouyoit 
qu'il fdt neceflaire d'augmenter le tout d' un tiers, je ne crois pas que la chofe fdt pofiible. 

Je fuis peut-etre Monfcigneur, entre dans un trop grand detail ; mala yous pardonnerez b 
longueur demes difrertatloits, caufee feulement par Tenyie quej'ai eue de fatisfaire vos defirs, et 
da rendre mon fejour ici auili utile qu'il ns'efl poflible. . 

J*al 1* honncur d* etrc> 

MoNSBIGNBUR^ 

Votre tret humble ct tret obeifant Serviteur^ 

DU PORTAIL. 
Lc coogret m' a Acre au mng de brigadier-generaU 
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CHAP. I y$^^ been aid-de-camp to prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick, by whom 
he was held in the higheft eftimation* Thus he was^ undoubtedly 

bred 



TRANSLATION. 

To the Count dc St. Germain, MIniftcr of War (for you only, Sir). 

V 

Camp at White Marfli» four Leagues from Philadelplua^ 
SIR, X2th November 1777. 

I HAD the honour to fend you an accountof the battles of Brandywine and German Town, 
together with the plans, as well as that of Philadelphia and its environs to the extent of five 
leagues, that you might be enabled to judge of the fituation of general Howe. I hope they 
have come to hand. Hitherto general Howe ia not matter of two fmaU forts in the river^ 
vvhich prevent his veflels from coming up to the city, and his communication with them, ex- 
cept by means of a by-way I have marked on the map, and from which we fhall cut him off ia 
the winter, when we have received a reinforcement of victorious troops from the north. We 
purpofe, like wife, to poft a body of two or three thoufand men on the other fide of the Schuyl- 
kllL There are already troops in the Jerfeys, fo that general Howe will be blocked up in 
Philadelphia, and in danger of dying with hunger, unlefs he reimbarks. But, to {peak the 
truth, we do not exped quite that. He probably will take the forts, if he attacks them pro- 
perly, and will then hav&a communication with his fhipping. Be that as it may, you fee. Sir, 
for people who have been twice beaten we are not in fo very bad plight; for this we are in- 
debted to the fmall number, of Englifh cavalry, which prevented the enemy from following up . 
their vldlory, and flill more to the woods and other obftacles by which the country is defended. 
Now, after the experience of this campaign, it is natural to put this quefbion. Will the Amc« 
ricans fucceed in obtaining their liberty, or no ? In France, where you can only form your 
judgment from the fad^s, you will anfwer in the affirmative ; we, on the fpot, who have feen 
how things have gone, think differently. To fpeak plain, it has not been owing to the good 
condu<El of thelAmericans that the campaign, upon the whole, has terminated rather fortunately, 
but to the fault of the Englifh. It was an egregious error in the Britifh government, to direft 
general Burgoync to traverfe about two hundred leagues, of a wretched and almofl defert 
country, to join the generals Howe and Clinton. The plan might appear grand in the cabinet 
of London, but miferable in the opinion of thofe who had paid attention to the nature of the 
country. The obfervation is not in confequence of the event ; for you will probably. Sir, caH 
to recolle£lion that, two months ago, I had the honour to write you word, I was well pleafed 
the Englifh oppofed us here with only ten thoufand men ; and that I was in great hopes that 
general Burgoyne would not cffed a junftion with general Howe, till it would be no longer 
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Ired in one of the firft military fchools in Europe. With fuch per- CHAP, 
fonal merit, the advantage of being of the family of Newcaftle, and 
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poiTibk to keep the field, and even then witji his army half dellroyed by faminei fatigue, and 
dcfcrtion, and the daily lofs he would neceffarily fufUIn from our troops, and the militia pofled 
in the woods. The event exceeded my cxpedlations. Had ihe Englifh, inflead of making 
fo many diverfions, direAcd their attack againft general Wafhington with eighteen or twenty 
thoufand men, I do not very well know what would have become of us ; becaufe, in doubling 
tlie number of our troops, we (hould not have added double ftrength to our army, and our 
cmbairaflments would have been increafed threiefold. 

In looking over the plans of the campaign, if we examine the condud of general Howe, we 
/hall find he has not even done that which he had it in his power to do, as I had the honour to 
write you word after the battle of Brandy wine ; for, had he followed up the advantages which 
that gave him, there had been an end of general Wafhington 's army; and, fince that, all his 
operations have been carried on fo (lowly, and with fo much timidity, they have become the objed 
of my aftonifhmcnt: But, perhaps, he may recoiled^ himfelf; perhaps another general may be 
fent from London, and then pofiibly we may not extricate ourfelves fo well. However, fiace 
the events which depend on the /kill of generals cannot be forefeen, they fhould make no part 
of the conjeflures we may form for the future ; let us pay attention folely to the number of 
troops, and I would hazard my opinion, tbat^ if the Englifh could have here thirty thoufand men^ 
they ought to reduce the country, A fecond caufe, which might haflen that redudion, and even 
'operate alone, is the want of warlike (lores and the neceffaries of life. With refpe6l to the 
requifites for carrying on war, the Americans want ahnoft every thing; and as to other matters^ 
linen, fait, brandy, fug^r, &c. are wanting ; and thefe laft articles are of more importance 
than one is at firft aware. Before the war^ the American people, though they did not live in 
luxury, enjoyed in abundance every requifite to make life comfortable and happy ; they paffed 
great part of their time either in fmoking, drinking tea or fpirituous liquors. Such was the 
difpofition of thefe people. Sore againft the grain then, as it muft be of a fudden, the tranf- 
form into foldiers, reduced to lead a life of hardfhips and frugality, it would not be fur- 
prifing that they fhould prefer the yoke of the Engliih to a liberty purchafed at the expence 
of the comforts of life. 

You will be aftonifhed. Sir, at this language ; but fuch are thefe people, that they more 
without fpring or energy, without vigour, and without paflion for a caufe in which they are 
•ngaged, and which they follow only as the impulfe of the hand that firft put them in motion 
dircAs. There is an hundred times more enthufiafm for this revolution in any one cofFee-houfe 
at Paris, than in all the Thirteen Provinces united. It is necefTary then that France, to ac- 
complifli this revolution, fhould furnifh thefe people with every requifite to lefTen the hardfhips 
of war. True, it will coft fome millions ; but they will be well laid out in annihilating the 
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^ xx^ ^' ^^^° *^^* ^^^^ '" command to fir William Howe, fir Henry Clinton 
^- --»~ -J was naturally appointed, on the refignation of fir William, to the 
chief command of the Britiih army. 

Sir 

power of England, which, when bereft of her colonies, without a navy and without commerce^ 
will lofe her confequence in the world, and leave France without a rival. 

Nevcrthelefs, there arc fome, and amongft them the Abbe Raynal in his publication, who 
think France would not find her account in liberating the Englllh colonies, that (he would run a 
riik of lofing her own ; but, to any one acquainted with this country, it is evident that ages 
I muft pafs before (he would be ia a condition to fend out a fleet to make conquefts. The 
jcaloufies between the Provinces (the feeds of which are already fown) will have divided them 
into fo many different interefls and flates, that no one of them will be to be feared. 

It may be afkcd, whether, to bring about the revolution in America, it would not be advifa- 
ble for France to make a treaty with the United States, and, in concert with them, croft 
over twelve or fifteen thoufand men i That would be the way to mar all. The people hcrc» 
though at war with the Englifh (we fee it every «lay), and, in fpite of all that France hat 
done and means to do for them, would prefer a reconciliation with the Englifh rather than 
receive in force the men in the world they mofl fear ; or, if they fhould confent at firft, it 
would not be long ere the natural antipathy between the two nations would break out into ihc 
mofl terrible diflcnfiona *. Whoever inhabits this country mufl know the thing to be abfolulely 
impra6licable. 

There is yet another projeA to examine. In the event of France being obliged to carry on the 
war openly againft the Englifh, might not fhe, in concert with congrefs, attempt Canada ? 
From the preceding obfervation, it is natural to fuppofe congrefs would not accede to fuch an 
arrangement. The French neighbourhood alone would giva them a difgufl to that liberty 
which they would apprehend themfelves not long able to preferve, and dependance for depend- 
ancc, they had rather be dependant on the Englifh. 

But, would it be very advantageous for us to have Canada ? 1 am fenfible, to difcufs this 
point, a mofl minute and accurate knowledge of the produce of the country is neceffary, which 
I have not ; yet, to confider the thing in general, it appears to me, that what is now going oa 
in America ought to difgufl every European power from having any concern with colonies on 
this continent. For, whether the Englifh colonies become independent or not at prefent, a 
century hence, no doubt, they will ; and, with them, all the northern parts of this continent. 
It is laying the foundation of certain war to have eflablifhments here. It appears to me, theo^ 

• In confirmat'on of what M. du Porta il has here advanced, we recolleft having heard, whilft 
we were in America during the war, and from good authority, ** that, upon fome difagreement 
with the French, the Americans difliking the manner in which they conduced themfelves, the people 
were clamor(oiis for putting arms into the hands of general Burgoyne's foldiers, and making a cauib 
common with them to drive the French out of the country/* 

•ore 
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Sir "WilHam Howe, upon his arrival In Englandy found ^ ^^ ^' 
that his condu<3: was generally condemned, and thre\r him- u— ^r*--> 
felf for protedion and exculpation into the arms of a party, 
the oppofition to government in parliament, who ^ received 
him with gladnefs, and boldly vindicated his condudt botb 
in and out of the fenate. Anonymous charges againft the 
general were carried into parliament, that thereby the way 
might be prepared for a parliamentary inquiry into his condudt. 
He complained, in the houfe of commons, that many fevere cen^ Complains of 
fiires had been thrown out againft him, and that minifters had been ^ *°^* ^^^* 
filent. He. alleged^ among other charges againft adminiftration, 
that he had not the eordial confidence and fupport of miniftry ; that 

more advantageous for France to Have iJlanda, which fhc can eafily defend from this contagion 
ofindependence ; and, amongfl. the iflands, I (hould chufe that vvhofe produdions were not 
natural to France, and which, nevertherlefs, arc become eflentially neceflary ; fuch as fugar^ 
coffee, &c. &c.; for to have colonies producing only com, what could be of lefs ufe to France ? 
She has nothing to do but well till her own lands, to put under the plough thofe which have 
hitheito lain uncultivated, and fhe will create at home colonies which will coft her nothing to 
defend. 

For.aU.thefe reafont^. I tbfnki fhould: France, declare war againft England, It i» not to Ca- 
nada, but Jamaica and other Englifh pofleifions of that fort, fhe fhould direct her attacks* If 
fhe does not declare war, fhe fhould employ the befl means which policy may fuggefl to prevent 
the Englifh from ever having more than twenty-five thoufand men here. We had no more 
than thirty thoufand in the whole of this campaign, to wit, the army of Mr. Wafhington never 
exceeded fifteen thoufand, that of general Putnam five or fix thoufand, and that of Mr. Gatet^ 
ten thoufand. Should it be found neceflary to increafe the whole a third, I do not know that 
it could be done. I have perhaps. Sir, in my letter exceeded' what you required ; but pardon 
the length o^^e diflertations I have gone into, from a defire to fatisfy your wiihesy and render 
my Hay hare as ufeful as in my power to make it. 

With the mofl profound refpeft, 
lam, SIR, 

Your mofl humble and'moft obedient fervant, 

DU PORTAIL* 
Congrefs hai promoted me to the rank of brigadier-generaL 

. V0L.L J E^ Ilia 
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CHAP, his orders from government had not been clear, but ambiguous, 
!Lm -^- -/ and fuch as might be eafily explained away in cafe^ of any- adverfe 
'^'^ accident arifing from their execution j and that they had concealed 

from parliament the true ftate of our affairs in America, promifing 
fuccefs when they knew there was no reafon to expedt it. Lord 
George Germaine had faid, that he had learned from his intelligence 
the difficulties the Americans were under in raifing troops ; that he 
hoped that he (fir William) ihould be able to get a fufficient force 
in Penfylvania for the defence of that province j and that he ftill 
hoped that this campaign would be the laft, ** fo that, in fpite of my 
** pofitive affurances,*' faid the general, " from the fpot, the minifter^s 
** delufive hopes and conjedhires were to influence him in oppofition 
** to my certain knowledge/' In the animation of debate, the allega- 
tions of the general were placed in a ftronger point of view. Minifters 
were charged with having " treacheroufly and traitoroufly deceived 
^ this country ; inafmuch as they had declared to the houfe of 
** commons, that they had reafon to expe£t a fuccefsful campaign^ 
** when they had it in their pockets, under the general's own hand^ 
^ that nothing was to be expeded." 

With regard to the firft of thefe charges, refpedting confidence and 
fupport^ the vaft exertions of the minifter for the American department 
were recapitulated, and the letters of fir William Howe acknowledging 
them. With regard to the fecond, it was proved, by the correfpondencc 
between the general and the fecretary for American affairs, that 
every plan propofed by the former was fure to meet with the appro-^ 
bation of the latter ; and that ftronger proof of confidence in a 
general could not be given by thofe who employed him, than that 
he fliould be left unconftrained by particular inftru£tions, uncon- 
trolled by fuperior power, at entire liberty to follow his own plans, 
and profecute a war according to his own ideas ; nor was it ever 
before made a matter of ferious complaint againft a minifter, that he 

did 
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did not furnifh military plans in detail to a commander in chief, efpe- CHAP, 
cially when repeated proofs were given of a fmcere difpofition to u — ,— 
coHoperate with the military commander, and furnifh the means of '^'^ 
executing whatever plan he might judge to be the moft expedient 
for the public fervice; The fecretary of ftate for the American de- 
partment, in a letter of the twenty-fecond of Odtober 1776, ex- 
prefsly fays, " His majefty does not intend that the general, in his 
*' plans of operation, fhould be confined to any particular province i 
•* His choice of fituation muft in that refped be governed by his 
*' own judgment.'* How many times, it was farther urged on this 
fubjeft, did fir William Howe alter his plan for the campaign of 
. 1 777 in the courfe of a few months ? Between the months of No- 
vember and April no lefs than four plans, efTentially different from 
each other, were propofed, and yet, by the general's own account^ 
each of them, in its turn, was approved oL The minifler for 
American affairs, in a letter to the general of the third of March 1777, 
fays, " I am now commanded to acquaint you that the king entirely 
" approves of your deviation from the plan which you formerly 
** fuggefted." And again. May the eighteenth, "As you muft, from 
" your fituation and military fkill, be a competent judge of the pro- 
" priety of every plan, his majefty does not hefitate to approve the 
" alterations which you propofe.'* The nature of the American ' 
fervice, indeed, required that the general fhould be at liberty to vary 
his plan of operations according to the varying circumftances of the 
war : And accordingly, as appears from the whole of the oflScial 
eorrefpondence on the fubjeft of the American war, the fuUeft con- 
fidence was placed in fir William Howe from the time of his ap* 
pointment to the chief command to that of his afking leave to retura 
to Britain. Not only was he fupported by the whole weight of' 
government, but was indulged in all his wifhes for himfelf and 
his friends.. On this head, therefore, they who faw more matter 

3 E 2. of 
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of accufation in the inadivity and blunders of fir William Howe, 
than in the condudl of lord George Germaine, which feemed, 
on the whole, to be well defigned, and towards the general full of 
confidence and generofity, enjoyed a complete triumph. It was 
with greater plaufibility that fir William and his friends infifted on 
the third charge, juft mentioned, againft the minifter ; that his hopes 
and conjedures, refpeding the ftate of America and the iflue of the 
-war, were more fanguine and favourable than the general's corre- 
fpondence warranted him to entertain. Yet, even here, it was 
fliewn from their correfpondence, that the minifter's intelligence was 
not materially different from that of the general, nor his hopes of fuc- 
cefs on the whole much lefs lively. 

Still, however, the friends of fir William Howe, the members of 
parliament in oppofition to adminiftration, with his concurrence, in-i 
lifted on a public inquiry into the condud of the American war, that 
our national difgraces and misfortunes might be traced to their real 
fource. Lord Howe, in a fpeech in the houfe of commons, April 
the twenty-ninth, 1779, demanded ap inquiry into his own and his 
brother's condud, for the following reafons : They had been arraign- 
ed in pamphlets and in newfpapers, written by perfons in high cre- 
dit and confidence with minifters, by feveral members of that houfe, 
and folicits 1^ that houfe, in the face of the nation j by fome cf great credit and 
parliamcnta-^ Tcfpcd in their public charaders, known to be countenanced by ad- 
ry inciuiry in- miniftration ; and that one of them in particular, governor John- 
dua. ftone, had made the moft dired and fpecific charges. Their charac- 

ters, therefore, fo publicly attacked^ and in fuch a place, were to be 
vindicated in the great councils of the ftate, and no-where elfe. 

In vain did the minifters of the crown, who had employed him, 
declare, that they had no accufations againft either the general or 
admiral. They, with their friends, infifted on a public examination, 
which was obtained, and in which they, for fome time, took the lead. 

But^ 
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But, at length it plainly appeared that, under pretence of vindicating C HA p. 
the general, their real defign was to condemn the condud of ad- v^— -v- 
miniftration. The parliamentary inquiry that had been inftituted, *'^ 
the miniftry and their adherents confidered as a factious intrigue. 

It was, perhaps, imagined that his majefty, alarmed at the dan- 
gers that began, by this time, to threaten Great Britain, not only in 
America, but in other quarters, would change his confidential fer- 
vants, and commit the condu^ of government to thofe very hands 
that hitherto had been employed in various attempts to baffle its 
defigns, and fruftrate all the meafures that had been taken for carry- 
ing them into execution. But the king, amidft multiplying dif. 
trefles, with proper firmnefs withftood their machinations, deter- 
mined to continue his countenance to thofe who wifhed not to fruf^ 
trate nor procraftinate the war *, but to bring it, as foon as poJQibleii 
to a fafe and honourable conclufion. The oppofition, therefore^ 
difappointed in their expectations from the higheft quarter in the 
ftate, ferioufly intended, what they loudly threatened, to impeach 
the fervants of the crown, aod by that means to drive them front 
their places by a kind of violence. 

Adminiftration, eafily penetrating this defign, refolved no longer ttf 
permit their npponenfi? to mn in tVir race of pvaminafinn alnne^hiit tO 
vindicate the meafures they had taken. Many gentlemen of undoubt- 
ed reputation, perfedly acquainted with the conduft of the war, 
and the ftate of America, were fummoned to give evidence refpeding 
thofe fubjeds. Of this the movers of the inquiry were apprized, aad 
they foon began to lofe courage. Only two witneffes were examined, 
on what may be called, in the language of judicial trials, the fide of 
adminiftration : Major-general Robertfon, who had ferved twenty- 

• It 18 believed that the king on fome occafions went fo far as to fugged his ideas of the 
proper plan for carrying on the war, which were very judicious, and which, had they been 
adopted by the general, might -probably have been produftivc of good cffcfti. 

four 
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CHAP four years in America as quarter-mafter-general, brigadier and major- 
general J and Mn Galloway, a gentleman of Penfylvania, of fortune 
and confequence, as well as good abilities, who was bred to the law, 
and had been a member of congrefs, but who had come over to the 
royal army in December 1776. But fuch was the circumftantiality, 
credibility, and weight of their evidence, that the movers or managers 
ihrunk from the inquiry j as, the more it was carried on, the more 
parliament, as well as the nation at targe, feemed to be convinced 
that the condufl: of adminiftrarion, tn refpedt to the American war, 
was on the whole juftified. The friends of the general and admiral, 
therefore, moved to diflblve the committee which they had been fa 
ftudious to obtain j and it was diflblved accordingly. 

But although fir William Howe, as well as his friends, was dif- 
appointed in his hopes of fomething even more than exculpation^ 
from an indulgent houfe of commons, he neither wanted a fufficien* 
number of partifans to keep him in countenance amidft all that cen- 
fiirethat was poured on his conduct, nor political friends of fufficient 
confequcnce to compenfate for that cenfure by an honourable and 
lucrative ftation which he now holds under government: Nor 
IS this the only inftance in the hiftory of Britain at this period, of 

great inequality In. tko piiMk. ictriKnfinn of rewards and punifh- 

ments. "When we refledl on the different and even oppofite recep- 
tion given to fuccefsful genius actuated by the pureft patriotifm oa 
the one hand, and to monotonous mediocrity, not only unfuccefl^^ 
ful, if fuccefs is to be meafured by efFedts conducive to the public 
good, but even of ambiguous intentions ; what are we to think of 
the fpirit which influences and direds the public councils ? 

In the decline of free governments we ever obferve the influence 
offadlion to predominate over ideas of patriotifm, juftice, and duty^, 
on which alone liberty is founded, and a propenfity in the citizens: 
to range themfelves under the banners of a Marius or a Sylla, a: 

4. Pompey. 
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Pompey or a Caefar. Hence the fervants of the ftate are apt to be- ^ H a p. 
come lefs and lefs fenfible to honour, and the voice of fame, the 
great incentives to glorious adions, well knowing that their condud, 
however meritorious, may ftill be condemned, or however excep- 
tionable, ftill be palliated, and even applauded, to advance the 
views of fadion and ambition ; while the great body of the people, 
diftraded and confounded by the oppofite opinions and declarations 
of their fuperiors, who are fjippofed to have the beft means of in- 
formation, know not where to place their hopes, their confidence, 
or their fears* 

It is the province of the hiftorian to corred thefe errors, and to 
animate the patriot, the fage, and the hero, under temporary neg- 
led or detradion, by carrying an appeal in their behalf to a tribu- 
nal more candid than their mifguided cotemporaries, and that, raifed 
cgi a theatre more extended than their native country. 



END OF VOLUME HRST. 
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